
Registered voters in Peters-
burg will be asked if the city
should keep fluoride in its city
water supply, and citizens are
ratcheting up their stance on the
issue from both sides. 

Sandy Volk, a dental hygien-
ist, regrets not giving her kids
more fluoride vitamins when
they were young. 

Living near Papke’s Landing,
Volk’s household didn’t receive
city water, which had then and
does now have a dose of fluoride
in it. So she gave her kids fluo-
ride compacted into a pill. She
said the schools and recreation
facilities all ran on city water,
which her kids frequented, so she
was careful not to give them the
vitamins too often. 

But she would get forgetful.
Her kids sometimes would go
days without fluoride vitamins.
Nothing life threatening but Volk
wanted her kids to grow up on
fluoride, a basic ion that health
professionals say lessens tooth
decay. 

Volk thinks if fluoride is taken
from the city water in Petersburg,
parents will forget to give their

children fluoride vitamins, too.  
“There are a lot of kids who

don’t get dental care,” Volk said.
“There are kids who are going
hungry in this community. Do
you think their parents would
give them fluoride vitamins?” 

Volk said opponents of fluori-
dated public water say it’s a
breach of freedom of choice.  

“I don’t know if they honestly
believe it is that bad for you or if
they just want to choose,” she
said. “Which I think is fine.”

She continued: “We have to
give up a few of those freedoms
to keep our world progressive
and safe. We go through TSA to
keep our airlines safe. I don’t like
standing in lines, and these folks
don’t like fluoride. But it is help-
ing children.”

And those who believe fluo-
ride is deadly or causes illness
are wrong, Volk said. She said
non-peer reviewed studies are
sweeping the Internet and folks
are interpreting the results incor-
rectly or leaving out critical
background information to ma-
nipulate the outcome. 

Above all, Volk thinks fear is
used to coax skeptics of fluoride
into believing it is harmful. 

“They are playing on people’s

emotions, especially people who
have little kids,” Volk said. “The
things people accuse fluoride of
doing, it’s bizarre.”

Petersburg is one of the last
communities in Southeast Alaska
to keep fluoridating its water. The
city put an average of 0.7 parts
per million of fluoride into its
water in 2016, according to a
Water Quality Report. The levels
should not reach above 4 parts
per million, according to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

Sitka is the only other south-
east community to fluoridate its
water. Juneau does not but An-
chorage does. 

Tanelle Olson, a mother of
two in Petersburg, sharply dis-

agrees with Volk. 
“My position is simple,”

Olson said. “I am 100 percent
against additive fluoride in public
water.” 

Olson said adding fluoride in
public water does violate individ-
ual rights. It’s a medication, she
said, and a basic human right is
to choose to be medicated or not.
She also doesn’t think the health
benefits are worth it. 

“If pro-fluoridation arguments
are simply in favor of promoting
dental hygiene in order to avoid
tooth decay, it seems downright
absurd to add a toxic substance to
our bodies simply for the cos-
metic professionals.” 

While proponents of fluoride

say it benefits children, Olson
said it is unhealthy for them, in-
cluding the elder community. 

“Surely they shouldn’t be in-
gesting the same amount of fluo-
ride as myself, a relatively
young, health adult,” she said.
“Dental products containing flu-
oride are readily available and
easily accessible to those who’d
like it.” 

Above all, Olson said it’s the
public’s right to decide what is in
the water, and she is looking for-
ward for the vote in October. 

“I think public water has no
business being tampered with,”
Olson said. “If it’s protection that
fluoride is offering, I’d like the
opportunity to choose mine.”
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IT’S FIREWOOD TIME

MS 171           16” Bar & Chain     $199.95
MS 180CBE   16” Bar & Chain     $249.95
MS 211CBE   16” Bar & Chain     $319.95
MS 291           20” Bar & Chain     $459.95  
MS 311           20” Bar & Chain    $499.95  
MS 391           25” Bar & Chain     $589.95  
MS 461R        28” Bar & Chain   $1159.95
MS 661R        32” Bar & Chain   $1309.95

772-3949
www.rockysmarine.com

18” Bar & Chain
$359.95

SALE $299.95
MS 250

INVITATION TO BID
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Borough will receive sealed bids for the PMP&L Retaining

Wall Project ~ 2017. The project generally consists of a Base Bid. The Base Bid Work generally consists
of demolition of existing concrete retaining walls, sidewalk & curb/gutter. Construction of new concrete
retaining wall, new sidewalk, curb/gutter, and patching of street pavement. 

The estimated construction cost for the base bid is approximately $50,000. All Work must be completed
by May 1, 2018.

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Borough, Post Office Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833,
located upstairs in the Municipal Building, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 until 2:00
p.m. prevailing time on October 2, 2017 at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in
the Assembly Chambers.

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Public Works Office, located at 303
South Second Street, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 (907) 772-4430. A non-refundable fee of $30.00 made
payable to the Petersburg Borough is required for each set of contract documents. Additional charges will
be required for special handling or delivery of the documents by means other than first class mail. The
Contract Documents may also be downloaded free of charge on the Petersburg Borough website
(www.ci.petersburg.ak.us) under the Current Bid Advertisements section. Downloading Contract Docu-
ments from the Petersburg Borough website requires completing a bid advertisement form to receive
changes or addenda. Failure to fill out the form may adversely affect your proposal. It is the Offeror’s re-
sponsibility to insure that they have received all Addenda affecting this Solicitation.

Petersburg Standard Specifications (CPSS) are available for an additional fee of $60.00 made payable
to the Petersburg Borough or available for free on the Borough’s website www.ci.petersburg.ak.us Addi-
tional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the documents by means other than first
class mail. All documents may be obtained at the Public Works office.

Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference that will be held in Petersburg on
Friday, September 22, 2017, beginning at 3:00 PM at the Assembly Chambers. Attendance by teleconfer-
ence will be available by calling 1-800-315-6338. Callers will need to enter the following access code: #
94339. Technical questions regarding this project may be direct to the Public Works Director, Karl Hager-
man, (907) 772-4430. He is located at the Petersburg Public Works Office, located at 303 South Second
Street, Petersburg, Alaska.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check or certified check made payable to the
Petersburg Borough in the amount of five percent of the total bid price.

The Petersburg Borough reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any informality in a bid,
and to make award to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the interest of the
Borough.

Authorized by: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager
Published: September 14 and September 21, 2017

NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Board of Di-
rectors of the Southeast Alaska
Power Agency (SEAPA) will
hold a Regular Board Meeting
on September 28, 2017 from
9:00 am to 5:00 pm AKDT at
the Sunny Point Ballroom at
The Landing Hotel in
Ketchikan, Alaska. For addi-
tional information, please call
(907) 228-2281.! 
Published: September 21, 2017

Citizens weigh in on water f luoridation 
By BEN MUIR
Pilot writer

PMC board
was 2 percent of the Borough
General Fund revenue, is worth
about $226,000. Board mem-
bers discussed asking for that
money to be redirected to the
hospital, but a long history of
being voted against it has taken
a toll, Woodyard said. 

“It’s been so discouraging,”
Woodyard said, noting that she
hadn’t even considered asking

for the tobacco tax. 
Part of the hospital board’s

defense is that Petersburg is
unique in its agreement with the
Borough. In a meeting weeks
ago with the Assembly – also
discussed in Friday’s session –
the hospital board used the fi-
nancial relationship in Homer
and Cordova as evidence that
without city help, hospitals
could be in trouble. Boroughs in
those cities own the hospitals
but do support them financially
with bonds and property taxes.  

“But those Boroughs support
having a community hospital by
giving money, and that’s the dif-
ference,” Woodyard said. “Oth-
erwise these hospitals might
fail.” 

While Stanton Gregor, an as-
sembly member, supported the
idea of asking for at least a por-
tion of the tobacco tax, he main-
tained that the Charter
relationship should be changed

so fellow members can refer-
ence a document when the time
of funding requests comes. 

“Tell us who you want us to
be,” he said. “The way the char-
ter is written, it gives people
pause. It would give us great
clarity for the next time you
come before us.” 

Kathy Riemer, a hospital
board member, said the interper-
sonal relationship needs more
work to help garner a majority
vote from the Assembly. She
suggested more representatives
from both groups attend ses-
sions and monthly reports be
prepared to read at Assembly
meetings, where it is broadcast
live on public radio. 

“We have a brand new As-
sembly, and we have a new hos-
pital board,” Riemer said. “And
the hospital is in good shape, so
I just think that it might be a
good plan to start building that
relationship.”

Continued from page 1

The Petersburg Assembly approved a “ground-
breaking” request from the harbormaster on Mon-
day that gave thumbs up to start blueprinting the
south harbor dredge project. 

Glo Wollen said boats in the south harbor are
running aground and getting stuck at waterfront en-
trances and stalls. 

“Our fishing fleet is going aground on higher
portions of the low tide in the south harbor,” she
said. “There are boats getting stuck coming in and
out.”

As a result, Wollen coordinated an agreement
between the Borough and United States Army
Corps of Engineers to split the costs of a feasibility
study. 

The study will use sonar technology to map
what areas need to be dredged and how much ma-
terial needs to be removed. Engineers will also de-
termine where to dispose of the material,
depending on the toxicity, Wollen said. 

The estimated cost of the study is $750,000,
with the Army paying for the first $100,000. After
that, the Borough will split the rest of the bill,
matching payments up to $325,000. 

The feasibility study, estimated to take a year,
will determine how much money the federal gov-
ernment will invest into the project as well. Many
fishermen in Petersburg use federal permits and go
beyond state waters, which makes the government

partially responsible for the protection of the harbor
that those boats dock in, Wollen said. 

“As much as we want to complain about the fed-
eral government, they are here for us, and they are
trying their best,” Wollen said. “They want to help
us, but there are rules.” 

Wollen doesn’t expect the Army to pay for the
whole project but surely a portion, especially after
calculating the amount of citizens who fish federal
waters.   

“This is a brand new opportunity,” Wollen said.
“And I think that Petersburg will be one of the first
to be able to use it.”

Harbor dredge study approved
By BEN MUIR
Pilot writer

Glo Wollen

PUBLIC NOTICE
PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS DUE

The deadline for timely payment of 2017 property taxes for
the Petersburg Borough is Monday, October 2nd by 5pm in
the Finance Office. A postmark will not be considered timely.
Delinquent taxes will be assessed a one-time penalty of 10%
plus 15% interest annually until paid.
For more information, contact the Finance

Office at 772-4425.
Published: September 21, 2017

PUBLIC NOTICE
Please be advised: Petersburg Municipal Power & Light office

is moving! As of 9/22/2017 PMP&L will be located upstairs at
the Public Works building, at 303 S Second Street. Our phone
number will remain the same, as will our office hours, Mon-Fri
8:00am-4:30pm. This relocation will remain in effect while the
PMP&L building is undergoing
construction. 

If you have any questions
please call Petersburg Municipal
Power & Light at 772-4203.
Published: September 21, 2017


