
awarded the Boy Scout’s
Honor Medal for the heroic res-
cue of his father in Jan. 2017
who nearly drowned while on
a family vacation in Kauai,
Hawaii.

The Petersburg High School
eSports team came in first
place in their state competition.

After sending three letters to
Forest Service Chief Vicki
Christiansen regarding a possi-
ble review of the Tonka and Big
Thorne Integrated Resource
timber contracts, Christiansen
responded that a report of their
findings was being prepared
and the agency would share its
findings with the borough
when it was completed. 

Petersburg hosted its 61st
Little Norway Festival.

Thirty seniors graduated
from Petersburg High School.

June 
Science Teacher Victor

Trautman retired from the Pe-
tersburg High School District
after 45 years of teaching.

The United States Forest
Service began construction on

the Raven Trail.
The Charles T celebrated its

100th year on the water.
The borough assembly

passed its 2020 fiscal year
budget in its third reading. Ex-
penditures in the general fund
totaled $9,467,855, but was bal-
anced out by $9,533,511 in rev-
enues. 

A faulty breaker at the Tyee
Lake hydro project caused a 40-
minute power outage in Peters-
burg and Wrangell.

The borough assembly
voted in favor of allowing the
use of fireworks in service area
one from 12 P.M. to 1 A.M. on
July 3 and 4 and Dec. 31. 

Magistrate Judge Desi Bur-
rell retired from the State of
Alaska Court System following
20.5 years of dedicated service. 

The Petersburg Pilot ran a
special report on Alaska Air-
lines’ planned upgrades to the
local terminal, the terminal’s
increasing passenger traffic
and the uncontrolled airport
parking lot.

The F/V Heather Ann sank
in the Wrangell Narrows.

The carcass of a gray whale
was found floating between
Wrangell and Channel Island.

Alaska Fish and Game Biol-
ogist Troy Thynes was pro-
moted to regional management
coordinator for commercial
fisheries. It was the first time
the position has been held in
Petersburg.

SEAPA approved payment
of nearly $850,000 to Peters-
burg and Wrangell to reim-
burse the two communities for
operating their diesel genera-
tors earlier in the year.

July 
The borough assembly ap-

proved a millage rate of 12.3
mills in service area one. The
millage rate is the amount per
$10,000 of a property’s as-
sessed value that is used to cal-
culate taxes within the
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