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January 19, 1923 – Neil C. 
MacGregor, who has just 
returned from a trip to 
Morningside with insane 
patients, reports that Captain 

George Torrey, who was sent 
there from Petersburg recently, is 
now a raving maniac and the 
physicians in charge say that he 
can not live over two years and 
possibly only six months. 
Captain Torrey is confirmed in 
the violent ward and is kept 
strapped to his bed by the wrists. 
He recently enticed one of the 
other patients close to him on a 
pretext of wanting to whisper to 
the man and bit his nose off. Mr. 
MacGregor says there is no 
chance for his recovery as his 
mind is completely gone. 

January 16, 1948 – Repair and 
redecorating work has been 
going on in several stores along 
Main Street recently. The lobby 
of the Arctic Hotel is refurnished 
with some handsome green 
leather and chromium chairs. 
The half of the Greenaa Building 
occupied by the Red Top Taxi 
office and the Alaska Coastal and 
Ellis Airlines offices has been 
treated to a new cement floor 
and there has been some 
rearrangement of office space. 
The Loy Shop has installed a 
“Bootee Shop” where, in 

surroundings of baby pink and 
blue, mothers, mothers-to-be, 
and seekers after just the right 
gift for baby can find what they 
want. New display counters 
have been installed in the main 
shop. 

January 18, 1973 – Ruth 
Benitz reported Friday that 
26,500 pounds of smelt have 
been landed at Petersburg Cold 
Storage since the first of the year. 
The largest portion of the fish is 
frozen by the instant quick freeze 
process for shipment south. Nels 
Otness on the Seanna brought in 
the smelt. Salmon? “We haven’t 
seen a salmon around here in 
weeks,” says Mrs. Benitz. Seven-
hundred and fifty barrels of 
herring and ten thousand 
pounds of gray cod were loaded 
aboard the Viking Queen at the 
Cold Storage on Tuesday. PCS 
foreman Don Nelson, a recent 
returnee from a vacation in the 
South 48, reported that 160,000 
pounds of fish was to be shipped 
to Seward yesterday. The herring 
and cod will be used as crab bait. 

January 15, 1998 – 
Petersburg’s history comes alive 

in a thirty-minute video that hit 
the town this week. Produced by 
the Clausen Memorial Museum 
and its supporters, “Petersburg, 
The Town That Fish Built,” was 
the inspiration of fishing 
historian Bob Thorstenson. A 
mix of historic and 
contemporary footage traces the 
local fishing industry from 
Southeast Alaska natives who 
fished with lures, spears and 
primitive traps, to highliner 
skippers using the latest 
technology to harvest salmon, 
crab, halibut, and other species 
from Alaskan waters. Pioneers 
John Enge, Ruby Martens, 
Gordon Jensen, Leo Ness, Max 
Haube, Stan Johansen, Patti 
Norheim and Tommy 
Thompson join relative 
newcomer Syd Wright in telling 
the 100-year-long story of 
Petersburg growing into a 
family community as the fishing 
industry grew, sputtered and 

prospered. The first and second-
hand accounts of Petersburg life 
are as entertaining as they are 
enlightening. The viewer senses 
the frustrating set-backs and 
rewarding successes of life in a 
fishing town located on an 
island in the middle of the 
Alaskan wilderness. 
Unexpected in this video is the 
commentary on Petersburg’s 
burgeoning tourist trade. While 
the town enjoys the benefit of 
diversifying its economy, its 
guests are viewed as a 
“necessary evil” by many locals. 
After all, they’re as entitled to 
access to the national forests as 
we who live here the film 
reasons. This John Sabella & 
Associates production will be a 
hit with locals and visitors alike. 
Most importantly, another 
capsule of local history is 
captured and preserved in a 
format that won’t yellow and 
fade with age.

Yesterday’s News News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 

NORDIC AUTOMOTIVE

906 S. Nordic Drive
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FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

FRI    02/17  COLUMBIA     10:30 P.M. 
FRI    02/24  COLUMBIA     07:00 P.M. 
MON  02/27  LECONTE      06:00 A.M. 
SAT   03/04  COLUMBIA     12:15 A.M. 
TUE  03/07  COLUMBIA     04:00 P.M.

MON   02/20  COLUMBIA    02:15 A.M. 
MON   02/27  COLUMBIA    01:30 A.M. 
MON   03/06  COLUMBIA    09:15 A.M. 
FRI     03/10  COLUMBIA    04:00 A.M. 
SUN   03/12  COLUMBIA    06:00 P.M.
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                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
19 Thu 
20 Fri     
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22 Sun 
23 Mon 
24 Tue 
25 Wed 

  10:34   
0:02 
0:49 
1:34 
2:17 
2:59 
3:41 

17.6 
14.6 
15.7 
16.6 
17.3 
17.7 
17.7 

  . . . . 
11:30 
12:23 

1:13 
2:01 
2:49 
3:38 

. . . . 
18.7 
19.6 
19.9 
19.8 
18.9 
17.5 

4:34 
5:32 

   6:25 
7:15 
8:04 
8:53 
9:43 

5.1 
4.2 
3.2 

  2.3 
1.5 
1.1 
1.1 

5:37 
6:26 
7:12 
7:56 
8:39 
9:22 

10:04 

-1.4 
-2.7 
-3.5 
-3.8 
-3.6 
-2.7 
-1.3
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772-4234  •  800-950-4265

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

This weekend
Puss in Boots: 
The Last Wish 
1h 40m • Rated PG 
Adventure/Comedy 

Showings: 
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  

Sunday @ 4 pm 
Next weekend  

Avatar: The Way of Water 
Concessions available.  
Credit cards accepted.

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.05” 
This Week’s Snow: 0.0” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Jan 19  8:14a  3:49p 07:35hrs 
Jan 20  8:13a 3:51p 07:38hrs 
Jan 21  8:11a  3:53p 07:42hrs 
Jan 22  8:10a  3:55p 07:45hrs 
Jan 23  8:08a  3:57p 07:49hrs  
Jan 24  8:07a  3:59p 07:52hrs 
Jan 25  8:05a  4:01p 07:56hrs 

           High  Low  Precip    Snow  
01/11    37     29    0.03        
01/12    34     28    0.07        
01/13    36      31    0.01     
01/14    38    32    0.14          
01/15    37    33    0.01     
01/16     40    33    0.11      
01/17    41    34    0.68    

0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0

Petersburg Happenings

If you have questions call us at 772-9393

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 
PIA Council Meeting: 5:00 pm, PIA Conference Room  

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00 pm, Episcopal Church 
PSG Basketball Hosting Wrangell: 3:00 pm, PHS Gymnasium 
Friday Night Bingo: 6:00 pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA Candelight Meeting: 7:00 pm, Episcopal Church 
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Community Gym  

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 
Indoor Park: 9:00 am, Parks and Rec Gym 
Free Soup and Bread Meal: 12:00 pm, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church 
PSG Basketball Hosting Wrangell: 3:00 pm, PHS Gymnasium 
Homecoming: Between varsity games, PHS Gymnasium 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
Basketball/Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 
Adult Roller Derby Practice: 5:00 pm, Community Gym  

MONDAY, JANUARY 23 
Burger Night: 5:30 pm, Moose Lodge 
Water Aerobics: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA Women’s Meeting: 7:00 pm, Presbyterian Church 
Volleyball Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym  

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24 
HIP Box Transport Volunteering: 12:00 pm, Trident Seafoods Cookhouse 
Parent-Tot Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00 pm, Holy Cross Classroom 
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym  

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 25 
Library Advisory Board Meeting: 12:00 pm, Public Library Sandvik Rm 
Free Supper: 6:00 pm, First Baptist Church 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
Volleyball Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym

 
JOBS 

 
Petersburg’s Parks & Recre-

ation Department is hiring a 
Part Time Custodian, at 14 hours 
per week (Tuesday & Thursday 
9:00 p.m. to midnight and Satur-
day 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.). The 
Custodian position is paid an 
hourly rate of $16.70 to start and 
$18.55 after one year of employ-
ment with the Borough. A full 
job description and employment 
application can be obtained from 
the Borough’s website at 
www.petersburgak.gov.  Appli-
cations will be accepted at the 
front desk of the Borough of-
fices located at 12 S. Nordic 
Drive, by mail to PO Box 329, 
or emailed to bregula@peters-
burgak.gov until the position is 
filled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-19b101 

Mountain View Manor is hir-
ing a permanent 32-hour 
RA/Activities Coordinator start-
ing at $19.17/hour. No experi-
ence needed; we will train you! 
Benefits include paid time off, 
holiday pay, retirement plan, 
health and life insurance. If you 
are interested in joining our 
team, please submit a completed 
Borough employment applica-
tion and return to the front desk 
of the Borough office at 12 
South Nordic Drive, mail to P.O. 
Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833, 
or email to bregula@petersbur-

gak.gov. Go to www.petersbur-
gak.gov for an application and 
complete job description or stop 
by the front desk of the Borough 
offices to pick up a copy. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-19b100 

The Petersburg Police Depart-
ment has an opening for two full 
time Dispatcher/Corrections Of-
ficers. Starting wage is $24.95 
per hour at Step C. Benefits in-
clude generous paid time off, 
holiday pay, retirement plan, 

health insurance and life insur-
ance. No credentials required 
except a willingness to learn. 
Applicants must be available to 
work all shifts, holidays, and 
weekends, and be able to attend 
out of town training.  Swing and 
graveyard shifts receive addi-
tional shift differential pay. Re-
cruitment bonus after successful 
completion of training of $1250 
and $1250 at 1 year of tenure. If 
you’d like to join our team go to 

www.petersburgak.gov for a 
complete job description, em-
ployment application, and F3 
application. Applications will be 
accepted at the front desk of the 
Borough office, 12 South Nordic 
Avenue, by mail at P.O. Box 
329, Petersburg, AK 99833, or 
email at  bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov.  For more information 
or to pick up an application, call 
Becky at (907) 772-5404.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-15b155 

First Bank is looking for a re-
sponsible individual who enjoys 
working with the public. Re-
quirements include cash han-
dling experience, strong cus-
tomer service skills, reliability, 
and the ability to work well with 
people. Applications available 
online at Careers@First-
BankAK.com and at the branch. 
EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-22b42 

 
FOR RENT 

 
For Rent. 2 bed/2 bath beauti-
ful, nearly new duplex in a great 
neighborhood. Close to town 
and services, covered parking, 

energy efficient and snow re-
moval included. 60+ year old 
residents only. Not Section 8 ap-
proved. Dogs on a case by case 
basis, no cats. Available January 
1st. $1,650/per month. Call 
Sarah 907-518-0718 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x2-9b54 

1,150 sq. ft. retail space for 
lease in the Hammer & Wikan 
Grocery complex.  Call Jim for 
details at 907-772-4811 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-19b20 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 

Competitive Printing - No ob-
ligation price quotes. 10 -14 day 
delivery on many jobs. Peters-
burg Pilot. 207 N. Nordic Drive. 
Call for prices. 772-9393. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-19dh 

Rubber stamps available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Custom made to 
your size and specifications. 207 
N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-19dh 

 
NOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

259 Mitkof Hwy • 772-4333

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  FIBRE INC.

Daily 
Flights  
7 days a week  

Between 
Juneau and Petersburg 

FlyAlaskaSeaplanes.com 
907-772-4258 

Float Plane 
Service 

Throughout SE Alaska

 Petersburg  
     Flying Service, LLC

907-518-1957 • 907-723-1053

Petersburg Seaplane  
Facility on Dock St.

• Sightseeing 
• Freight 

• USFS Cabins

• Hunting 
• Fishing 

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Visit 
www.obiseafoods.com  

to view job  
opportunities  

in our company 

 
   JOIN OUR TEAM!

 
Choose from many FULL-TIME &  
PART-TIME, benefited positions

 Current Openings: 
 •  Dietary Assistant Part Time • Materials Assistant Part Time 

• Admissions/Patient Financial Account Representative 
• Insurance Specialist / Clinic Reception Part Time 

• Cook Part Time • Housekeeper / Laundry  
• Medical Assistant 

• Medical Technologist • Clinic Registration/Admissions 
• On The Job Training - Certified Nurse Assistant 
• Physical Therapist • Radiologic Technologist 
• Registered Nurse (RN) - Primarily Night Shift 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions  

& to apply online 
or look for your new career  

at pmcak.org

For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director  
Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719

There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

Full Time Freight Operations  
Job Opportunity  

• Competitive pay 
• Excellent Medical, Dental, Vision benefits 

• Employee Assistance Program 
• 401(k) Plan  

Alaska Marine Trucking (a Lynden Company) is currently looking for an 
enthusiastic and dedicated candidate to fill the position of a full-time 
Freight Operations in Petersburg, Alaska. Essential duties and respon-
sibilities include receiving, loading and unloading freight using forklifts 
or by hand, securing shipments within or on equipment using banding, 
dunnage, lumber and/or chains, inspecting and reviewing shipping/ 
receiving/unloading/loading documents to ensure proper handling and 
routing of freight and carrying out all duties with a strong commitment 
to excellent customer service. Class A CDL a plus. Must successfully 
pass a pre-employment drug test and criminal background check.  

Apply online at www.lynden.com or contact Service Center  
Manager Kurt Kivisto at (907)518-0969 with questions. 

PALLISSARD  
CONSULTING 

commercial technology solutions 
–––––––––––––––––––

779 - 236 - 6763 
matt@pallissard.net

• Custom  
Software  

• Automation 
• Networking  
• IT Service

www.PetersburgProperties.com • 772-6000

Jalyn Birchell 
907-723-3157

George Doyle 
907-518-0639

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

LOT 39 KUPREANOF
5 acres of 
unique gently 
sloping 381' 
waterfront lot 
with mature 
trees. In the 
middle of 

crab, shrimp, salmon and halibut. Deer, 
moose, bears and wolves roam the area. 
Lots of different waterfowl right out 
front. Just 15 minutes from Petersburg 
by boat with excellent cell service across 
from the Scow Bay area. Ready for your 
cabin to be built. ... $101,000.

602 NORTH FIRST STREET
Beautifully 
maintained 3 
bed 2 bath 
home with mt 
and water 
views, close to 
town, schools, 

& other services with off street parking. 
1505 s/f plus additional 905 s/f 
basement. Updates to plumbing, 
electrical, insulation & newer windows. 
Exterior painted this summer, snap lock 
metal roof in excellent condition. 
Electric & oil heat. .. $358,000

the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and other grants. 

“This needs assessment is going to be the key that 
we’re hoping that would unlock some of these federal 
monies to help us with the housing crisis here in Peters-
burg,” said Assembly Member Jeff Meucci. 

Other assembly members questioned the need for an 
assessment and how it would be used. 

Lynn said he wanted to see a layout of where they 
could potentially go with it and to have more discus-
sions on it before he could vote in favor. 

Marsh said, “I think we can gather much of this infor-
mation without an outside company doing it and cer-
tainly for $55,000 I am not in favor of this.” 

Assembly Member Thomas Fine-Walsh said he had a 

hard time justifying bringing in an outside company to 
interview them and charge them $55,000 for their own 
answers and wanted to hear if there were any assurances 
of grant funding if they completed a housing needs as-
sessment. 

He also asked Community and Economic Develop-
ment Director Liz Cabrera about other uses for the funds 
such as using it for a grant writer, but she said some 
grants would require both a needs assessment and a 
grant writer because of their complexity. 

Kensinger went on to say completing the assessment 
would not guarantee outside funding, but that without 
it the task force’s recommendations would not be able 
to get off the ground since a completed needs assessment 
would be the first thing asked for when applying for 
grants. 

“Is it expensive, $55,000? Yes I think it is, but I think 
it’s important and I think if you want to have the Hous-
ing Task Force continue then you need to pass this,” 
Kensinger said. 

Mayor Mark Jensen also supported the assessment 
and said he hoped grant funding could be secured. 

With the approval of the assessment, the task force 
plans to present three more recommendations at the next 
assembly meeting. 

They include having Utility Director Karl Hagerman 
identify lots that could be developed and have utilities 
extended to them within the next year, developing an 
area within Service Area 1 specifically for manufactured 
homes where the borough would sell individual lots to 
residents, and exploring developing a land trust in Pe-
tersburg.

Continued from page 1

Housing needs assessment


