
The veto is a victory for the 
environment, economy and 
tribes of Alaska’s Bristol Bay 
region, which have fought the 
proposal for more than a 
decade, said Joel Reynolds, 
western director and senior 

attorney with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 

The mine would have 
jeopardized the region’s 
salmon fishery, which brings 
15,000 jobs to the area and 
supplies about half the world’s 
sockeye salmon, Reynolds 

said. The 2022 harvest was 
more than 60 million fish, state 
officials reported last year. 

“It’s a victory for science 
over politics. For biodiversity 
over extinction. For democracy 
over corporate power,” 
Reynolds said. 

The EPA, citing an analysis 
by the Army Corps of 
Engineers, said discharges of 
dredged or fill material to 
build and operate the 
proposed mine site would 
result in a loss of about 100 
miles (160 kilometers) of 
stream habitat, as well as 
wetlands. 

The Pebble partnership has 
maintained that the project can 
coexist with salmon. The 
partnership’s website says the 
deposit is at the upper reaches 
of three “very small 
tributaries” and expresses 
confidence any impacts on the 
fishery “in the unlikely event 
of an incident” would be 
“minimal.” 

Republican Alaska Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy said the EPA’s 
veto was a dangerous 
precedent that could affect 
future development in the 
state, while state Attorney 
General Treg Taylor called the 
agency’s action “legally 
indefensible.” 

“Alarmingly, it lays the 
foundation to stop any 
development project, mining 
or non-mining, in any area of 
Alaska with wetlands and 
fish-bearing streams,” 
Dunleavy said. 

Alaska Republican Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski said she 
opposed the mine but that the 
EPA’s veto shouldn’t be 
allowed to jeopardize future 
mining operations in the state. 

“This determination must 
not serve as precedent to 
target any other project in our 
state and must be the only 
time EPA ever uses its veto 
authority under the Clean 

Water Act in Alaska,” 
Murkowski said in a 
statement. 

Washington Democratic 
Sen. Maria Cantwell called the 
EPA’s action “the final nail in 
the coffin for the Pebble Mine” 
and the culmination of a hard 
fought battle. 

“Now, we will have a 
thriving Bristol Bay salmon 
run for generations to come,” 
she said. 

Tribes in the Bristol Bay 
region in 2010 petitioned the 
EPA to protect the area under 
the federal Clean Water Act. 
Alannah Hurley, executive 
director of United Tribes of 
Bristol Bay, said that to call the 
EPA announcement “welcome 
news is an understatement.” 

Tim Bristol, executive 
director with the group 
SalmonState, lauded the EPA’s 
decision, saying it “may be the 
most popular thing the federal 
government has ever done for 
Alaska.” 

The EPA’s decision is the 
latest in a yearslong back-and-
forth over the project that has 
spanned administrations. 

Leila Kimbrell, executive 
director for the Resource 
Development Council for 
Alaska Inc., called the decision 
“a dangerous abuse of power 
and federal overreach.” The 
National Mining Association, 
citing high demand for 
minerals and fragile global 
supply chains, said domestic 
mining has “never been more 
important.” It said EPA’s 
decision is “in stark contrast to 
national and global realities.” 

Whittle reported from 
Portland, Maine.
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February 2, 1923 – The 
halibut boat Flora was wrecked 
on the morning of January 24th 
on Whale Rock in Danger Pass, 
between Duke and Mary Islands 
and is a total loss. The seven men 
in the crew at once took to the 
dory and started for shore, but 
when still a mile away, the 
overloaded dory swamped and 
they were forced to swim back to 
the wrecked gas boat where they 
sought what meager shelter they 
were able to find. They were 
taken off the wreck the next day 
and taken to Ketchikan. The 
wreck was caused by a blinding 
snowstorm. The men lost 
everything but the clothing in 
which they first left the wreck.  

January 30, 1948 – Mrs. Karl 
Hatlen and Mrs. Ed Thorsen 
were southbound passengers on 
the SS Alaska Tuesday on the 
first leg of a trip to their old 
homes in Norway. They will visit 
briefly in Seattle and possibly 
stop for a short visit with Mr. 
Hatlen’s brother in Chicago 
before embarking on February 
21 in New York on the 
Stavangeford. They plan to be 
away for about six months. It 
will be Mrs. Halten’s first visit to 
her family in Aalesund, where 
both her parents are still living, 
since 1929. It is about the same 
length of time since Mrs. 
Thorsen visited her family in 
nearby Kristiansund. 

February 1, 1973 – Thirty, 
XXX, 30, hertzig. It doesn’t make 
any difference how I write it – it 
is still thirty years and Ethel and 
I are still married. There’s been 
nothing ‘still’ about our marriage 
though. I remember when Father 
Sayers first came to visit us. He 
stood at our back door all high 
collar and smiles. He asked if it 

was safe to come in. We both said 
yes and then went on to iron out 
a few more verbal details 
between ourselves. I don't know 
if we’ll make another thirty. My 
mother and dad might just do 
that. Though my dad has always 
been quite a roué, he has been 
slowing down the past few 
years. I met Hi Lee in the post 
office a couple of Saturdays ago, 
he looked at his watch and said, 
“By heavens, just twenty years 
ago this very minute Roxy and I 
were married.” That would have 
been time to slam shut the 
mailboxes and walk kitty-corner 
across the street to celebrate a bit. 
Instead I wished him well, and 
wondered if his next ten years 
would be as exciting as my last 
ten years. I wonder if old 
fashioned writers had their pens 
in check and their tongues in 
cheek when they wrote, “they 
were married and lived happily 
ever after.” Signed, Harold 
Bergmann 

January 29, 1998 – A barge 
company was holding out little 
hope of retrieving most of the 
twenty-three containers that fell 
from a barge Saturday in Queen 

Charlotte Sound. The Alaska 
Marine Lines barge was en route 
from Seattle to Ketchikan when 
it hit seas of eight to ten feet and 
winds blowing to thirty knots. 
The crew of the tug towing the 
barge noticed that some of the 
containers were missing at about 
5:40 p.m. Saturday and moved 
into calmer waters to investigate. 
Fourteen of the containers that 
were lost were filled with freight, 
while nine were empty. The tug 
and barge continued north and 
arrived Ketchikan Sunday night. 
One of the containers carried 
U.S. mail, said Gail Knapp, 
Alaska Marine Lines Vice-
president. Most of the containers 
were dedicated to single 
business customers while some 
were general freight, Knapp said. 
Ketchikan businesses reported 
losing a variety of items, 
including groceries, produce, 
liquor, appliances, and rolls of 
newsprint. At least fifty percent 
of the lost goods were bound for 
Ketchikan, Knapp said Tuesday. 
Seattle based Alaska Marine 
Lines hired Lynden Air Cargo to 
transport necessary replacement 
goods.

Yesterday’s News News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 
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TIDE TABLE 
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                           HIGH TIDES                       !LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
02 Thu 
03 Fri     
04 Sat 
05 Sun 
06 Mon 
07 Tue 
08 Wed 

  11:01   
0:18 
0:51 
1:22 
1:51 
2:19 
2:46 

15.3 
13.4 
14.1 
14.7 
15.1 
15.5 
15.7 

  . . . .  
11:45 
12:24 
12:59 

1:32 
2:04 
2:37 

. . .  
15.8 
16.4 
16.7 
16.8 
16.6 
16.1 

5:06 
5:52 

   6:30 
7:04 
7:37 
8:09 
8:42 

6.0 
5.3 
4.6 

  3.8 
3.2 
2.8 
2.5 

5:54 
6:32 
7:05 
7:36 
8:05 
8:33 
9:01 

0.5 
-0.1 
-0.7 
-1.0 
-1.1 
-0.9 
-0.4
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772-4234  •  800-950-4265

al.org. Position open until filled. 
Native Preference applies. Must 
be able to pass a pre-employ-
ment drug screen. Applications 
will be accepted at the PIA of-
fice, emailed to tribaladmin@pi-
atribal.org, or mailed to PO Box 
1418, Petersburg, AK 99833. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-26b76 

The Petersburg Police Depart-
ment has an opening for two full 
time Dispatcher/Corrections Of-
ficers. Starting wage is $24.95 

per hour at Step C. Benefits in-
clude generous paid time off, 
holiday pay, retirement plan, 
health insurance and life insur-
ance. No credentials required 
except a willingness to learn. 
Applicants must be available to 
work all shifts, holidays, and 
weekends, and be able to attend 
out of town training.  Swing and 
graveyard shifts receive addi-
tional shift differential pay. Re-
cruitment bonus after successful 

completion of training of $1250 
and $1250 at 1 year of tenure. If 
you’d like to join our team go to 
www.petersburgak.gov for a 
complete job description, em-
ployment application, and F3 
application. Applications will be 
accepted at the front desk of the 
Borough office, 12 South Nordic 
Avenue, by mail at P.O. Box 
329, Petersburg, AK 99833, or 
email at  bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov.  For more information 
or to pick up an application, call 
Becky at (907) 772-5404.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-15b155 

First Bank is looking for a re-
sponsible individual who enjoys 
working with the public. Re-
quirements include cash han-
dling experience, strong cus-
tomer service skills, reliability, 
and the ability to work well with 
people. Applications available 
online at Careers@First-
BankAK.com and at the branch. 
EOE/M/F/Vet/Disabled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-22b42 

 

FOR RENT 
 
For Rent. 2 bed/2 bath beauti-
ful, nearly new duplex in a great 
neighborhood. Close to town 
and services, covered parking, 
energy efficient and snow re-
moval included. 60+ year old 
residents only. Not Section 8 ap-
proved. Dogs on a case by case 
basis, no cats. Available January 
1st. $1,650/per month. Call 

Sarah 907-518-0718. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x2-9b54 

1,150 sq. ft. retail space for 
lease in the Hammer & Wikan 
Grocery complex.  Call Jim for 
details at 907-772-4811. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-19b20 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing 
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x2-2dh 

Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens to 
crayons. We’ve got it all. 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x2-2dh 

 
NOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  FIBRE INC.

259 Mitkof Hwy • 772-4333

Daily 
Flights  
7 days a week  

Between 
Juneau and Petersburg 

FlyAlaskaSeaplanes.com 
907-772-4258 

Float Plane 
Service 

Throughout SE Alaska

 Petersburg  
     Flying Service, LLC

907-518-1957 • 907-723-1053

Petersburg Seaplane  
Facility on Dock St.

• Sightseeing 
• Freight 

• USFS!Cabins

• Hunting 
• Fishing 

Full Time Freight Operations  
Job Opportunity  

• Competitive pay 
• Excellent Medical, Dental, Vision benefits 

• Employee Assistance Program 
• 401(k) Plan  

Alaska Marine Trucking (a Lynden Company) is currently looking for an 
enthusiastic and dedicated candidate to fill the position of a full-time 
Freight Operations in Petersburg, Alaska. Essential duties and respon-
sibilities include receiving, loading and unloading freight using forklifts 
or by hand, securing shipments within or on equipment using banding, 
dunnage, lumber and/or chains, inspecting and reviewing shipping/ 
receiving/unloading/loading documents to ensure proper handling and 
routing of freight and carrying out all duties with a strong commitment 
to excellent customer service. Class A CDL a plus. Must successfully 
pass a pre-employment drug test and criminal background check.  

Apply online at www.lynden.com or contact Service Center  
Manager Kurt Kivisto at (907)518-0969 with questions. 

Partnering with you to help you 
achieve what's most important to you.
Craig Kuntz 
Financial Advisor| Edward Jones 

PO Box 1262 
102 Nicholoff Way  
Cordova,  AK 99574 
907-424-2535 Office 
907-424-2536 Direct 

PALLISSARD  
CONSULTING 

commercial technology solutions 
–––––––––––––––––––

779 - 236 - 6763 
matt@pallissard.net

• Custom  
Software  

• Automation 
• Networking  
• IT Service

www.PetersburgProperties.com • 772-6000

Jalyn Birchell 
907-723-3157

George Doyle 
907-518-0639

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

LOT 39 KUPREANOF
5 acres of 
unique gently 
sloping 381' 
waterfront lot 
with mature 
trees. In the 
middle of 

crab, shrimp, salmon and halibut. Deer, 
moose, bears and wolves roam the area. 
Lots of different waterfowl right out 
front. Just 15 minutes from Petersburg 
by boat with excellent cell service across 
from the Scow Bay area. Ready for your 
cabin to be built. ... $101,000.

602 NORTH FIRST STREET
Beautifully 
maintained 3 
bed 2 bath 
home with mt 
and water 
views, close to 
town, schools, 

& other services with off street parking. 
1505 s/f plus additional 905 s/f 
basement. Updates to plumbing, 
electrical, insulation & newer windows. 
Exterior painted this summer, snap lock 
metal roof in excellent condition. 
Electric & oil heat. .. $358,000

Continued from page 1
Proposed Pebble Mine

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.38” 
This Week’s Snow: 3.5” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Feb 02  7:50a  4:19p 08:29hrs 
Feb 03  7:48a 4:22p 08:34hrs 
Feb 04  7:46a  4:24p 08:38hrs 
Feb 05  7:44a  4:26p 08:42hrs 
Feb 06  7:42a  4:29p 08:47hrs  
Feb 07  7:40a  4:31p 08:51hrs 
Feb 08  7:37a  4:33p 08:56hrs 

           High  Low  Precip    Snow  
01/25    46     40    0.91    0.0
01/26    44     34    0.10    0.0
01/27    40      32    0.00    0.0 
01/28    39    24    0.00    0.0   
01/29     M     M      M      0.0 
01/30     32    31    0.12    3.5 
01/31    37    31    0.25      T

Petersburg Happenings

If you have questions call us at 772-9393

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2 
PEDC Board Meeting: 12:00 pm, 2nd Floor Conf Rm. Municipal Bldg. 
Workshop on Fisheries Resilience: 5:00 pm, Borough Assembly Chambers 
PIA Council Meeting: 5:00 pm, PIA Conference Room  
Sealaska Heritage Worshop-Skin Sewing: 5:30 pm, John Hanson Hall 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3 
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00 pm, Episcopal Church 
Cancer Support Group: 12:00 pm, Public Library 
Sealaska Heritage Worshop-Skin Sewing: 5:30 pm, John Hanson Hall 
KFSK Annual Membership Meeting: 6:00 pm, Anchor Properties 
Friday Night Bingo: 6:00 pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA Candelight Meeting: 7:00 pm, Episcopal Church 
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Community Gym 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
AMSEA Fishing Vessel Drill Conductor Course: 8:00 am, Parks & Rec 
Sealaska Heritage Worshop-Skin Sewing: 9:00 am, John Hanson Hall 
Indoor Park: 9:00 am, Parks and Rec Gym 
Friends of the Public Libraries Book Sale: 11:00 am, Public Library 
Free Soup and Bread Meal: 12:00 pm, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church 
Art By the Inch: 6:00 pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
Basketball/Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5 
Sealaska Heritage Worshop-Skin Sewing: 9:00 am, John Hanson Hall 
Sons of Norway Lutefisk and Ham Potluck: 5:00 pm, Sons of Norway 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6 
Borough Assembly Meeting: 12:00 pm, Municipal Building 
Burger Night: 5:30 pm, Moose Lodge 
Water Aerobics: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA Women’s Meeting: 7:00 pm, Presbyterian Church 
Volleyball Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
Parent-Tot Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00 pm, Holy Cross Classroom 
Elks Lodge Meeting: 7:30 pm, Elks Lodge  
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY 8 
Learn to Prevent, Recognize, & React Responsibly to Child Sexual Abuse:  
9:30 am to 12 pm, Shared Space 1103 S Nordic Drive. 
Rotary Mtg: 12:00 pm, Salvation Army Hall 
Free Supper: 6:00 pm, First Baptist Church 
Open Swim: 6:30 pm, Parks and Rec Pool 
Petersburg Live Talent Show: 7:00pm, Wright Auditorium 
Volleyball Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

FRI     02/17   COLUMBIA   10:30 P.M. 
FRI     02/24   COLUMBIA   07:00 P.M. 
MON   02/27   LECONTE    06:00 A.M. 
SAT    03/04   COLUMBIA   12:15 A.M. 
TUE    03/07   COLUMBIA   04:00 P.M.

MON   02/20  COLUMBIA    02:15 A.M. 
MON   02/27  COLUMBIA    01:30 A.M. 
MON   03/06  COLUMBIA    10:45 A.M. 
FRI     03/10  COLUMBIA    04:00 A.M. 
SUN   03/12  COLUMBIA    06:00 P.M.

Sunday-Thursday 6a–9p • Friday-Saturday 6a–10p • Downtown
Sandwiches • Sodas • Snacks • Groceries 

CONVENIENCE STORE

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:
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HOUSES 
 
House for sale. 407 Lumber St. 
Two story, two bedroom, 1250 
sq ft, 5000 sq ft lot. Contact 
Steven at 907-518-0566 or Ja-
cob at 907-518-1930. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-2b25 

 
JOBS 

 
Mountain View Manor is hir-
ing a permanent 40 hour grave 
shift and 32-hour RA/Activities 
Coordinator starting at 
$19.17/hour. No experience 
needed; we will train you! Bene-
fits include paid time off, holi-
day pay, retirement plan, health 
and life insurance. If you are in-
terested in joining our team, 

please submit a completed Bor-
ough employment application 
and return to the front desk of 
the Borough office at 12 South 
Nordic Drive, mail to P.O. Box 
329, Petersburg, AK 99833, or 
email to bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov. Go to www.petersbur-
gak.gov for an application and 
complete job description or stop 
by the front desk of the Borough 
offices to pick up a copy. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-2b104 

The Petersburg Police Depart-
ment has an opening for a Chief 
Dispatcher/Correction Officer. 
Starting wage is $25.92 per hour 
at Step C. Benefits include gen-
erous paid time off, holiday pay, 
retirement plan, health insurance 
and life insurance. Must have 
two years of emergency dis-
patching experience. Applicants 

must be available to work all 
shifts, holidays, and weekends, 
and be able to attend out of town 
training. Swing and graveyard 
shifts receive additional shift 
differential pay. Recruitment 
bonus after successful completio 
of training of $1250 and $1250 
at 1 year of tenure. If you’d like 
to join our team go to www.pe-
tersburgak.gov. For more infor-
mation or to pick up an applica-
tion, call Becky at (907) 772-
5404. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-2b113 
First Bank - Petersburg 
Branch is looking for an Assis-
tant Manager to help the Branch 
Manager with operation and 
lending tasks. If you are a good 
communicator, like to work with 
customers, have an analytical 
mind, are proficient with com-
puters and are curious about the 
job, stop by the branch or email 
me at 
rocio.tejera@firstbankak.com, 
and let’s have a conversation 

about the opportunities and chal-
lenges of the position. First 
Bank is an 
EO/M/F/Disability/Vet Employ-
er. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-2b73 

Petersburg Indian Association 
is accepting applications for a 
Full Charge Bookkeeper. Hours 
are negotiable. Pay DOE. A full 
job description and employment 
application can be obtained at 
the PIA office located at 15 N 
12th Street or online at piatrib-

LIQUOR LICENSE TRANSFER APPLICATION 
Island Voyages Inc. dba Alaska Sea Adventures located at Alaskan
Waters is applying for transfer of a Common Carrier AS 04.11.180 
liquor license to Alaska Sea Adventures LLC dba Alaska Sea 
Adventurers located at Alaska Waters. Interested persons should
submit written comment to their local governing body, the applicant,
and to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board at 550 West 7th Ave.
Suite 1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.  
Published: January 19, 26 and February 2, 2023

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE 
OF ALASKA AT PETERSBURG 

In the Matter of the Estate of:  ) 
 ) 

Patricia R. Hinde                    ) 
Person Who Died(Decedent)  ) 
DOB:  01/23/1938  ) 

 ) 
_____________________________)  Case No. 1PE-23-2PR 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
You are notified that the court appointed Ben S. Hinde as

personal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against
the person who died are required to present their claims within four
months after the date of the first publication of this notice or the claims
will be forever barred.   

Date 01/23/2023 
Ben S. Hinde 
PO!Box 2099 

Petersburg, AK 99833 
Published: January 26, February 2 and February 9, 2023 

The Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency (SEAPA) is seeking 
proposals from qualified industrial 
electric installation contractors to 
replace two SF6 Circuit Switchers 
at SEAPA's remote Tyee Lake 
Hydroelectric Facility Switchyard, 
located at the head of Bradfield Canal, approximately 40 miles SE 
of Wrangell, Alaska. Work must be performed during the 
established outage dates of May 31 through June 9, 2023. Proposals 
are due February 20, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. AKST. For a complete set 
of the bid documents with additional details, please navigate to:   
https://www.seapahydro.org/opportunities/bids-projects. 

Interested respondents may also call SEAPA at (907) 228-2281 
to request a copy. 

Published: February 2, 2023

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Visit 
www.obiseafoods.com  

to view job  
opportunities  

in our company 

 
   JOIN OUR TEAM!

 
Choose from many FULL-TIME &  
PART-TIME, benefited positions

 Current Openings: 
• Admissions/Patient Financial Account Representative 

• Insurance Specialist / Clinic Reception Part Time 
• Housekeeper / Laundry  

• Medical Assistant 
• Medical Technologist • Clinic Registration/Admissions 

• On The Job Training - Certified Nurse Assistant 
• Physical Therapist  

• Radiologic Technologist 
• Registered Nurse (RN) - Primarily Night Shift 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions  

& to apply online 
or look for your new career  

at pmcak.org

For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director  
Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719

There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

at Petersburg School District

772-9393

Monday, February 6 
Tangerine Chicken 

Brown Rice 
Tuesday, February 7 
Mashed Potato Bowl with 

Chicken Nuggets 
WG Roll 

Wednesday, February 8 
WG Chicken Sandwich 

Thursday, February 9 
WG Spaghetti with 

Meat Balls 
Friday, February 10 

Grilled Ham and  
Cheese Sandwich 

 
 
 
  BREAKFAST MENU - 

Served With Milk & Choice of: 
Fresh Fruit, Applesauce or  

Dried Cranberries 
 Homemade Granola with Yogurt, 

Smoothie and Granola, Fruit 
Parfait and Granola, French 
Toast, Oatmeal, Homemade 

Muffin, and Cereals 
Don’t like Lunch Menu?  

Try the Salad Bar 
All Breakfast and Lunch Meals 

Served with Milk 
*WG = Whole Grain

as endangered since 2005.  
The SRKW population has 

decreased from 98 in 1995 to an 
estimated 73 today and model-
ing predicts that they are trend-
ing toward extinction. 

Additionally, threatened Chi-
nook salmon from the Evolution-
ary Significant Units (ECU) in 
Puget Sound, the Lower Colum-
bia River, the Upper Willamette 
River, and the Snake River fall 
run are all harvested in South-
east. 

“Because you’re harvesting in 
a place where you’re harvesting 
salmon from the west coast of 
Oregon from the Columbia River 
from the Fraser River from the 
west coast of Vancouver Island 
and when you look at the under-
lying harvest data of what’s har-
vested in that fishery every year, 
dating back, you know, to like 
the late 1990s, it shows consis-
tently that up to 97% of all the 
fish that are harvested in that 
fishery, the Chinook, originate 
from rivers outside of Alaska,” 
according to WFC Executive Di-
rector Emma Helverson. 

“I guess our hypothesis over 
time was that if you continue 
fishing there on those stocks 
where you’re not able to protect 
your weak stocks, you’re gonna 
see coastwide impacts on the re-
covery of wild Chinook, and 
consequently, because those Chi-
nook are the prey that the South-
ern Resident Killer Whales 
evolved with when you’re har-
vesting them outside of the 
range of the whales and not al-
lowing those fish to migrate back 
down to their foraging areas, you 
know, we hypothesize that you 
would see negative impacts to 
killer whale survival as well.” 

In 2018, NOAA Fisheries re-
leased an analysis in which, 
Helverson said, NOAA admitted 
that the fishery was harvesting at 
levels that were not sustainable 
for the long-term survival of the 
SRKW or for several populations 
of threatened Chinook salmon. 

“The solution NOAA pro-
posed in the form of mitigation, 
we were really concerned by 
how speculative it was and we 
believed that as a science-based 
organization that it didn’t have 
scientific merit to show that it 
was truly offsetting the harm 
that NOAA’s authorization of 

those fishery levels was caus-
ing,” Helverson said. 

According to a declaration 
from Dr. Robert Lacy, a conserva-
tion scientist, in order to combat 
the SRKW’s trend toward extinc-
tion, Chinook salmon prey avail-
ability would need to increase by 
about 5% and that closing the 
Southeast commercial troll fish-
ery would increase prey avail-
ability to the SRKW by around 
4.8%. 

Helverson went on to say, 
“We don’t think the fishers that 
are fishing in this fishery are to 
blame. These people are harvest-
ing where they’ve been told that 
they’re allowed to fish, they’re 
harvesting the number of fish 
they’ve been told they’re al-
lowed to fish by Alaska, by 
NOAA, and the Pacific Salmon 
Treaty, and I personally believe 
these are people who really care 
about the sustainability of the 
stocks. Unfortunately, you know, 
NOAA has been allowing har-
vests to occur at levels that 
they’re aware are not sustain-
able.” 

She acknowledged that there 
are many factors affecting Chi-
nook salmon abundance and 
SRKW recovery but said “when 
we look at the science that exists, 
it is pretty conclusive that lack of 
available prey is the primary fac-
tor that is affecting killer whale 
recovery.” 

The NMFS, which was joined 
in their defense by the ATA and 
the state of Alaska, argued that 
the court should allow them to 
make corrections to the Bi-Op 
and conduct additional analysis 
without vacating the ITS. 

Additionally, the ATA stated 
that closing the fishery would 
give “a small hypothetical bene-
fit to the SRKW population, but 
a guaranteed economic disaster” 
for Southeast trolling communi-
ties. 

From 2018-2022, the troll fish-
ery was allocated 73.79% of the 
annual all-gear catch limit of 
Chinook salmon. 

If the fishery was suspended, 
the defendants estimate the an-
nual economic output of the 
commercial Chinook troll fleet to 
be approximately $29 million 
while WFC estimates an eco-
nomic impact of around $9.5 
million lost in generated annual 
income. 

In a report written by the 
Alaska Longline Fisherman’s 
Association (ALFA) and the 
ATA, they claim pollution, in-
dustrial toxins, urbanization, 
habitat loss, vessel traffic, and 
human-caused disturbances are 
the primary factors affecting 
SRKW population trends while 
salmon abundance is either a 
non-factor or the least significant 
factor. 

“In short, Southern Resident 
orcas are threatened primarily 
because of their prolonged resi-
dence each year in Puget Sound 
and inland Southern British Co-
lumbia waters, all areas that are 
heavily used and contaminated 
by a growing human popula-
tion.” 

The ALFA and ATA’s report 
goes on to say that in the WFC’s 
efforts to eliminate Southeast’s 
commercial Chinook troll fish-
ery, the WFC “is now misusing 
the court’s decision in its cam-
paign by targeting retailers, 
restaurants and seafood sustain-
ability certifiers with misleading 
media materials that falsely fault 
a small and distant salmon fish-
ery for the decline of the South-
ern Resident orca population.” 

“Their theory is that South-
east Alaska troll fishery catches 
of Chinook salmon are the pri-
mary cause of downward popu-
lation trends for the Southern 
Resident orcas. This theory ig-
nores a massive body of litera-
ture detailing the role of habitat 
degradation and human pres-
sure on orca population viability. 
The theory also ignores decades 
of harvest and stock composi-
tion data establishing that the 
troll fishery’s impact on coast-
wide Chinook abundance is 
small and more importantly, its 
impact on stocks of importance 
to the Southern Resident orcas is 
low.” 

The court’s report concluded 
that the NMFS violated the ESA 
by relying on “uncertain and un-
developed mitigation” to find no 
jeopardy to the SRKW and failed 
to determine whether mitigation 
would jeopardize Chinook 
salmon labeled as threatened 
under the ESA. 

It also concluded that the 
NMFS violated the NEPA by 
failing to conduct necessary 
analyses for the issuance of the 
ITS. 

The court’s report admitted 
that there is uncertainty as to 
how much prey would ulti-
mately reach the SRKW but that 
the record before the court sug-
gested that closure of the fishery 
would meaningfully improve 
the prey available to them. 

It also stated that the eco-
nomic consequences of vacating 
the ITS “do not overcome the se-
riousness of the NMFS’s viola-
tions” given the harm posed to 
the SRKW by leaving the ITS in 
place. 

The final decision is now in 
the hands of District Judge 
Richard Jones who will issue a 
verdict, though it is not known 
when that will be announced. 

With the uncertainty sur-
rounding the release of the ver-
dict and with the next two years 
of the commercial Chinook 
trolling fishery in the balance, 
Petersburg trollers are anxious 
for a decision. 

“We’d just like to know be-
cause at some point you gotta 
start trying to find some other 
sort of work but without know-
ing you can’t commit to any-
thing,” Petersburg’s ATA Board 
Member Matt Hemenway said. 

According to Hemenway, 
about 60 power troll permits and 
150 hand troll permits are based 
out of Petersburg, most of them 
small businesses. 

Paul Demontigny, a troller 
with about 17 years of experi-
ence who fishes on the F/V New 
Adventure, said if the fishery 
closed “it would mean I’m out of 
a job basically, that’s the only 
thing I do anymore for a job.” 

He is hoping that they would 
be able to produce a temporary 
ITS if it came to it but for now 
they just have to wait. 

Malena Marvin, who with 
her husband Eric Grundberg 
fish on the F/V Aero and started 
Schoolhouse Fish in 2015, said 
their future depends on how 
wide the ruling is and if vacating 
the ITS would affect the coho 
trolling fishery. 

If Chinook trolling is the only 
fishery affected then their busi-
ness would take a hit, but if the 
ruling affected the coho trolling 
fishery it “would be pretty sub-
stantial and probably make it so 
we wouldn’t really be able to op-
erate our direct market business 
in the way that we do now be-

cause kings and coho are over 
half of our business,” Marvin 
said. 

Right now they are playing a 
waiting game, but because of 
their business model they do 
preseason sales of fish in spring, 
which is typically over half of 
their sales, and are hoping a rul-
ing comes down before then. 

“So I can’t really sell coho or 
kings that we’re not going to be 
able to catch,” Marvin said. 

If the coho fishery is affected, 
Hemenway said there would be 
no other backup fishery for 
trollers and their boats would 
just be tied up to the dock. 

“When you own a boat it’s 
not like you’re just out of work, 
you have all the maintenance 
costs and moorage, so a lot of the 
same expenses but no income,” 
Hemenway said. 

The closure would also im-
pact fish processors like Tonka 
Seafoods and Coastal Cold Stor-
age if there are no Chinook 
salmon brought in from trollers. 

Hemenway added that 
trollers care about killer whales 
too but do not believe that the 
fishery is the main issue, instead 
he said they are more affected by 
the Chinook fishery in Puget 
Sound, whale tours, and pollu-
tion. 

“We all want the whales to do 
well, most of us enjoy seeing 
killer whales and the Northern 
Resident Killer Whales are doing 
great in Southeast, you see them 
going through the narrows all 
the time, so we want a solution 
that helps the whales we just 
think that this one is unfair and 
unlikely to help them,” Hemen-
way said. 

The ATA has contacted its 
congressional delegation in an 
effort to push the NMFS to cre-
ate a temporary ITS to allow for 
fishing this summer and is 
preparing to appeal the decision 
if the recommendation stands. 

The Sitka Assembly has also 
approved a $25,000 contribution 
to the ATA’s legal fund. 

The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly previously contributed 
$2,500 to their efforts to battle 
the lawsuit in June 2020. 

Gov. Mike Dunleavy has also 
put his support behind appeal-
ing the decision if the recom-
mendation stands in the final 
verdict.
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