
The Petersburg School Board 

voted in favor of adopting a 
board policy in its first reading 
on Tuesday that addresses pan-
demic and epidemic emergency 

readiness. 
The policy was recom-

mended to the board by the As-
sociation of Alaska School 

Boards. School Board Vice Pres-
ident Sarah Holmgrain said the 
recommendation probably 
came about as a response to 
what is happening on the inter-
national level, but assured resi-
dents that there isn’t an 
imminent threat to the commu-
nity from a virus.  

“Like a lot of things, you'd 
rather have a policy in place in 
the event it does happen,” said 
Holmgrain. “Trying to figure 
out what to do after the fact is 
not good policy.” 

Board policy 6114.4 lists how 
the school district can coordi-
nate with state officials, respond 
to an epidemic in the commu-
nity and prevent the infection 
from spreading to other stu-
dents and staff. 

Superintendent Erica Kludt-
Painter said the district has a 
close relationship with Peters-
burg Medical Center and re-
ceives regular updates on the 
health of the community.  

“There’s nothing here in 
town,” said Kludt-Painter. 
“Don’t panic.” 

 
In other school board ac-

tion: 
--The Petersburg School 

Board held a discussion on Sen-
ate Bill 6, and how the school 
district would be affected if it 
were to pass. The bill relates to 
early education programs pro-
vided by school districts, fund-
ing for these programs, reading 
intervention programs from 
kindergarten through third 
grade, and the role of the De-
partment of Education in the 
oversight and support of these 
programs.  

--The Petersburg School 
Board approved the 2020-2021 
school year calendar.  

One of the organizers, 
Malena Marvin, encouraged 
those present to call Sen. Bert 
Stedman and Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy’s offices to let them know 
that the people in Southeast 
Alaska need the ferry system. 

“People need to really make 
this a priority,” said Marvin. 
“It’s not acceptable to treat peo-
ple this way.” 

Marvin said she prefers to 
travel by ferry to Juneau and 
Seattle for medical screenings, 
but the reduced services this 
winter caused her to have to 
take a jet instead. She also said 

other communities don’t have 
that option and traveling by jet 
may be too expensive for 
some.  

According to a press release 
from the Department of Trans-
portation and Public Facilities, 
the AMHS issued a request for 
information to gather details 
from marine charter companies 
on services they can provide for 
interim passenger and freight 
services for Northern Southeast 
Alaska. Marvin said the state 
should bring the M/V LeConte 
online to service the region in-
stead.  

“We have knowledgeable 

long-time ferry workers we are 
putting out of work right now,” 
said Marvin. “I think the state’s 
being quite hostile to the ferry 
system. It’s hard to come up 
with another conclusion other 
than that they are trying to kill 
it on purpose.”  

Scott Roberge and Karen 
Rosvold, who were also at the 
rally on Tuesday, said they 
would rather see the $40 mil-
lion set aside for the Kake Ac-
cess Road project go towards 
the ferry system. Additionally, 
Rosvold said she has been dis-
couraged from traveling by 
ferry since the AMHS was par-
alyzed this past summer after 
members of the Inlandboat-
men's Union of the Pacific went 
on strike and left travelers 
throughout the region 
stranded.  

“I just cut out thinking about 
going on a trip on the ferry 
after what happened last sum-
mer,” said Rosvold. 

Viking Travel has been 
rescheduling travel plans for 
tourists who had planned on 
using the ferry system as a re-
sult of the M/V Matanuska 
going offline this month, said 
Dave Berg, co-founder of 
Viking Travel. Others have 
been abandoning travel by 

ferry all together, and at least 
one client canceled a tour. 

“You completely eliminated 
that class of people that stop in 
towns and stay overnight and 
spend money in towns,” said 
Berg “You essentially sent the 
money to large cruise ships.” 

Berg said that the final ferry 
schedule for the upcoming sea-
son hasn’t been released yet. 
Normally, it’s released at the 
beginning of December. He 
said people have been calling 
Viking Travel to book passage 
on a ferry, but he hasn’t been 
able to confirm a reservation 
because the schedule isn’t final-
ized yet. 

According to Dr. Rosita 
Worl, president of the Sealaska 
Heritage Institute in Juneau, 
the disruptions the lack of fer-
ries have brought are more sub-
stantial than some people may 
realize. It has impacted their 
ability to run as a nonprofit, she 
said, as many board and com-
mittee members live across 
Southeast Alaska.  SHI also 
sends school and art supplies to 
partner villages across the re-
gion, Worl said. They recently 
held a meeting to discuss the 
increased costs of delivering 
these supplies now that ferries 
are not an option for the near 

future. She has heard from sev-
eral communities that grocery 
stores are having trouble stock-
ing their shelves. Healthcare 
costs for Southeast Alaskans 
are also impacted, she said, as 
people are having to pay extra 
for a plane ticket. 

Another big point of concern 
for SHI, Worl added, is how the 
troubles with the ferries might 
impact Celebration 2020. The 
biennial event brings together 
native dance groups and thou-
sands of visitors to Juneau, she 
said, for a large celebration of 
Alaska native arts and culture. 
Dancers from Wrangell are 
scheduled to lead the way this 
year. However, Worl said she 
worries that a lack of ferries 
might keep people away and 
hurt attendance numbers. 

“I think we need to look for 
answers,” she said, regarding 
fixing the ferry system. “I think 
we need to do something.” 

This is not the first time 
Southeast communities have 
experienced disruptions by the 
ferries shutting down. Hun-
dreds of ferry workers with the 
Inland Boatmen’s Union went 
on strike last summer for sev-
eral weeks, causing similar 
travel and business disruptions 
across Southeast Alaska. The 
ferry system has faced pressure 
from the state government, as 
well, as Governor Mike Dun-
leavy has cut AMHS’s budget 
in the past. However, the gov-
ernor’s recent supplemental 
budget request for 2020 is seek-
ing about $12 million to avoid a 
reduction in the ferry system’s 
operating schedule over the 
spring and summer and for re-
pairs to several ferries.
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Date: 02-06-2020

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT JUNEAU 

 
In the Matter of the Estate of:  )  

      )   Case No: 1JU-20-00034PR 
Dorsey Lee Rhoden       ) 
Date of Birth: 12/27/1929       )   

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

You are being notified that the court appointed Matthew B Judy as 
personal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against 
the person who died are required to present their claims within four 
months after the date of the first publication of this notice or the claims 
will be forever barred. 

Matthew B Judy
P.O. Box 20983 

Juneau, Alaska 99802 
Published: February 6, 13 and 20, 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that the Board of Directors of the 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency 
(SEAPA) will hold a Special Board 
Meeting on February 21, 2020 from 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. PST and on 
February 22, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon PST at the Hotel  
Interurban, Mount Si 1 Room, in Tukwila, Washington. The  
purpose of the meeting is for orientation of new board members, 
election of officers, and strategic planning. For additional  
information, please call 907.228.2281.�  
Published: February 13, 2020 

SB passes policy to address the spread of illnesses

Correction:
A story on page one of last 

week’s issue of the Peters-
burg Pilot incorrectly spelled 
Glenn Gellert’s name as 
Glenn Bellert. 

 

Ferry shutdown
Continued from page 1

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

During last Wednesday’s Petersburg Live 
talent show, Wright Auditorium showed off 
its new lights, which are capable of shower-
ing performers on stage in a multitude of 
lights.  

“We can literally make the stage dance 
with color now,” said Dave Berg, one of the 
volunteer light operators.  

In the past, if a performance required a 
certain color of light on stage, a filter would 
have to be placed over one of the lights; as a 
result, that light would have to be dedicated 
to that color for the entire performance, un-
less someone went up into the catwalk to re-
move the filter. Each of the new lights now 
have the option to switch between colors di-
rectly from the operator’s board. 

Berg said he is now able to operate the 
light board in the manner it was always 
meant to be used. He creates light cues ahead 
of time and during a performance on stage, 
he just presses a button to advance to the 
next preselected cue.  

It was Berg who saw a need to upgrade 
the lights in the auditorium, which were in-
stalled in 1985. He took it upon himself to 
write grants to obtain funding for new lights. 
The Petersburg School District, along with 
grants, donations and its own funds, was 
able to replace the lights for about $65,000.  

The new lights were installed on Jan. 30, 
but the old lights are still hanging above the 
stage in case they are needed in the future. 

“We found already that these new lights 
are so much brighter and cover the stage bet-
ter that we’ll probably use very few of the 
old lights,” said Berg. 

Auditorium lights now have color
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer
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