
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — Pre-
liminary numbers released by the 
state indicate the number of opi-
oid-related overdose deaths in 
Alaska fell between 2017 and 
2018. 

Andy Jones, director of the 
state Office of Substance Misuse 
and Addiction Prevention, told a 
Senate committee Thursday that 
this suggests steps being taken to 

address opioid abuse are work-
ing. 

“Something's working,” Jones 
said, adding later: “It is exciting 
news to see this trend.” 

But Jones said there is more 
work to do. 

The preliminary data showed 
there were 100 opioid-related 
overdose deaths in Alaska in 
2017 and 58 last year. 

In 2017, then-Gov. Bill Walker 
declared opioid abuse a public 
health disaster, and the Legisla-
ture approved issuance of a 
standing medical order for a 
naloxone distribution program 
through June 2021. Naloxone can 
help prevent overdose. 

The state has passed a law ad-
dressing opioid prescriptions; 
sued opioid manufacturers, in-

cluding the company that makes 
the prescription opioid painkiller 
OxyContin; and taken steps on 
prevention, treatment and en-
forcement. 

According to the state, the 
total cost associated with its re-
sponse to opioid abuse was 
$210.9 million over the last two 
years. That includes federal 
funds, substance abuse treatment 
and recovery and prevention 
grants and treatment costs within 
the Department of Corrections. 
The state's presentation to law-
makers indicated that 80 percent 
of those in Corrections custody 
have substance abuse issues. 

“The whole thing is that these 
issues are not helping us create 
healthy, safe communities that 
can thrive and prosper off of op-
portunity because it just takes 
opportunity away from them,” 
Michael Duxbury, deputy com-
missioner of the Department of 
Public Safety, said after the meet-
ing. 

Meanwhile, UnitedHealth-
care on Thursday announced 
steps it is taking nationally affect-
ing dental plan coverage to ad-
dress opioid concerns. The 
company said oral health “is 
often overlooked as a connection 
to this epidemic.” 

For example, the company 
said first-time opioid prescrip-
tions written by dental health 
professionals for those 19 and 
younger will be capped at three 
days. Policy holders with de-
pendents between 16 and 22 
years old will get information 
about the risks associated with 

opioids, particularly as it pertains 
to wisdom teeth extraction. 

In UnitedHealthcare's net-
work, dental health professionals 
make up the top 10 percent of 
opioid prescribers, the company 
said. 

UnitedHealthcare said it has 
about 620 people on its dental 
plan in Alaska. 
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February 14, 1919     Hans 
Running, of Petersburg, is one 
of the first, if not the first 
Alaskan to see service on the 
actual fighting front in France, 
who has returned to Alaska. He 
arrived in Petersburg on the 
City of Seattle last Saturday.  He 
fought with his unit through the 
battle at Verdun, where the 
Germans made such a desperate 
effort to break the American 
lines, and also at the Argonne 
Forest where the Americans 
were given the task of driving 
the Germans from positions 
which the French and British 
had been unable to capture for 
years. Running escaped without 
a wound and as soon as he 
obtained his discharge started at 
once for Petersburg. 

February 18, 1944    
Petersburg may again be put on 
the aviation map. “Tony” 
Schwamm was in the fair city 
this week and so informed us. 
We were given to understand 
that the equipment was in order, 
and all that is holding up the 
parade of plane service was his 
inability to get personnel to 
carry on the activities until such 
a time when the Schwamm was 
cut loose from military service. 
Petersburg and Wrangell have 
been isolated almost as much as 
if we had a bad case of leprosy 
by airplane service. There have 
been no complaint because 
whatever helps the war effort, 
we are satisfied to plug along, 
hoping that sooner or later this 
thing would be ironed out and 
we would be back on the map 
again.  

February 12, 1969   Miss 
Petersburg leaves Friday for 
Anchorage where she will 
compete in the state 
preliminaries of the Miss 
America contest. Pauline 
Martens, 19, a graduate of 
Petersburg High School will be 

taking part in the Miss Alaska 
Pageant Feb.19-21. Miss Alaska 
will be crowned Feb.21. 
Directors of the program here 
are Starla Jewell and Pam 
Thorstenson. Last year’s Miss 
Petersburg, Cheri Richmond, 
was picked as “Miss 
Congeniality” in the state 
pageant. Miss Martens is the 
third Petersburg girl to seek the 
title. First to win the local crown 
was Kim Nicholson. 

February 18, 1993  State 
Engineers are expected to be in 
town next week to check out the 
mystery of the rough runway at 
the Petersburg Airport. 
Preliminary engineering costs 
are expected to be about 

$320,000, according to Andy 
Hughes of the planning division 
of the state Department of 
Transportation and Public 
Facilities in Juneau. No one is 
sure just why there seem to be 
rough rumples in tarmac one 
day, and the next day they 
disappear, Hughes said. The 
engineering study, which  may 
take a year, should clear up the 
mystery. “The runway is within 
acceptable tolerances now,”, he 
said. The project is tentatively 
placed on the department’s six-
year spending plan. “We’re not 
sure yet if we have an 
emergency situation or if it’ll 
last a couple of years,” Hughes 
added.

Yesterday’s News
News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 

PROPERTY 
   
Bayview Estates, New- Water 
and sewer now available to 5 
mor 1 acre residential lots. 
Some water view. Sunny south-
ern exposure. Take a drive 
through. Only one industrial lot 
left. Call Bennett at Anchor 
Properties for details. 907-772-
3300. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-7b41 

FOR RENT 
 
1 bedroom and studio apart-
ments for rent $700 - $850. 
Utilities, cable included. Call 
772-4423. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-29b15 
 

JOBS 
 
ALPS Federal Credit Union is 
accepting applications for a 
part-time Member Service Rep-
resentative. Desired applicant 
must have cash handling and 
customer service experience. 
Prior training in human relation 

skills is highly desirable. This 
position is located at our Peters-
burg Branch and will be a mini-
mum of 20 hours per week. 
Some full days and 40 hour 
weeks will be required upon re-
quest. $13/DOE. To apply, 
please inquire in person, e-mail 
application or resume to: 
hr@alpsfcu.org,  To see a full 
job description please visit our 
website www.alpsfcu.org or Pe-
tersburg Branch, We look for-
ward to welcoming you to our 
team. ALPS FCU Staff. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-7b108 

Mountain View Manor has an 
opening for a permanent, part-
time (32 hours per week) Resi-
dent Assistant; this is a benefit-
ed position. Applicants must be 
available to work all shifts (day, 
swing, and graveyard). Starting 
wage is $16.09 per hour, in-
creasing to $17.88 after one 
year of employment. A com-
plete job description and em-
ployment application can be ob-
tained from the Borough’s web-
site at www.petersburgak.gov 
Applications will be accepted at 
the front desk of the Borough 
office, 12 S. Nordic Street, via 
fax at (907)772-3759 or via 

email at daikins@petersbur-
gak.gov until position is filled.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x2-14b99 
The Chilkoot Indian Associa-
tion is seeking a manager for its 
small, start-up dock. This is a 
highly skilled and rewarding 
position that is responsible for 
both the ropes and cleats side of 
the dock and for the administra-
tive side. If you like work that 
is engaging, and dynamic and 
want to help grow the economy 
of Southeast please send a letter 
of inquiry, resume, and three 
professional references to 
Transportation Depart at 
Chilkoot Indian Association PO 
Box 490 Haines, Alaska 99827. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x2-28p81 

We’re looking for a Customer 
Service Representative who is 
interested in becoming skilled 
in many aspects of the banking 
industry. Successful candidates 
will be responsible for working 
with existing personal and busi-
ness customers. They will ini-
tially work as a teller, then add 
additional training as a New 
Account Representative and 
Loan Originator. Necessary 
skills include working with cus-
tomers to familiarize them with 
a variety of products and serv-
ices such as checking, savings, 
investments, online banking, 
online bill-pay, mobile banking, 
loans and more. This position 
requires a problem-solving self-
starter with exceptional cus-
tomer service skills and a will-
ingness to take on new and 
challenging responsibilities. 
First Bank is based in South-

east, and our Petersburg team 
has long-standing ties in our 
community. We offer competi-
tive salaries, health insurance, 
paid holidays, vacation bene-
fits, 401(k) retirement plans, 
and continuing education assis-
tance. Applications can be 
found online at www.First-
BankAK.com, or in the Peters-
burg Branch. First Bank is an 
EO/M/F/Disability/Vet Em-
ployer. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-6b165 

 
BOATS AND SUPPLIES 

  
IFQ’s and Fishing permits, 
Alaskan Quota and Permits 
LLC, 907-772-4000/1-888-347-
4437. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-18b16 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Newsprint Roll Ends - good 
for packing, table coverings, 
artwork. Pay by the pound. 
Available at Petersburg Pilot, 
207 N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x2-14dh 
Become a Subscriber - Call 
772-9393 to have the Peters-
burg Pilot delivered to your 
mailbox each Thursday. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x2-14dh 
 

NOTICES 
   
Sons of Norway Bingo, Friday 
nights 7 pm Doors open at 6 
pm. Must be 19 to play.   
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-27b18 

 

Northern Nights 
Theater

 650-SHOW

A Dog's 
Way Home

Next Weekend:  
Escape Room 

Rated PG13

1h 36m • Rated PG    Showings: 
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  

Sunday @ 2 pm 

259 Mitkof Hwy • 772-4333

Alaska Marine Trucking (AMT) is currently accepting  
applications for a Class A Commercial Truck Driving  
position in Petersburg, Alaska.  Applicants should possess 
a Class A Commercial Driver’s License with Hazardous 
Materials endorsement; have an aptitude for vehicle  
maintenance; and TWIC card recommended.  AMT will 
work with applicants in obtaining their Hazardous Materials 
endorsements and forklift certifications.  This is a full-time, 
non-exempt position.  For complete job description and  
additional information please apply online at 
https://external-lynden.icims.com/jobs/2271/job  or contact 
Human Resources at (907) 770-4041.   Applications can 
also be picked up at AMT’s terminal at 326 Mitkof Highway, 
Petersburg from Monday-Friday, 8 am to 5 pm.

Baan Thai 
Authentic Thai Cuisine 

Valentine’s Day Only 
from 5 pm - 8 pm   

Tides Inn  
Conference Room

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
Since 1988

(907)772-4625

FLEET REFRIGERATION
AND HEATING

Experience
Counts!

In the years since we installed the
first heat pumps in Petersburg,
more and more efficient 
systems designed specifically
for northern climates have
evolved. We’ve been the first to
install these new generation
systems locally. We specialize in 
energy-star installations rated
to 15 below zero!

Heat Pumps...
HELP WANTED 
Are you reliable, outgoing 

and a self-starter? Can you 
multi-task while providing 
excellent customer service? 
Are you able to work a 
variety of hours and shifts? 
Hammer & Wikan, Inc. has 
employment opportunities 
for FT/PT Cashier Clerks at 
our Convenience Store and 
Grocery Store.  

We also have FT 
openings for a Deli 
Bakery Clerk, Daytime 
Stocker/Courtesy Van Driver 
and Point of Sales Associate 
(POS) and PT Produce Clerk. 
We offer a competitive wage 
and a great benefit package! 
Applications available at our 
business office located above 
the Convenience Store at 218 
North Nordic Dr., or phone us 
at (907) 772-4811.

• Commercial 
• Industrial
• Residential

907-772-4455
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

www.PetersburgProperties.com • 772-6000

Leif Stenfjord 
206-512-6505

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

George Doyle 
907-518-0639

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

10,000sqft building lot with filtered 
water views of Wrangell Narrows.  
Southern aspect and close to downtown 
Petersburg. 
.......................……………$40,000 

Backyard privacy with this well main-
tained 3 bedroom home.  1/3 acre 
with a large garage and carport that’s 
move-in ready.  Hot tub and smoker 
are included. 
.............…………………$325,000

111 AND 113 KINGS ROW138 KINGS ROW

Go somewhere that 
requires fewer layers.
Weekly travel deals to great 
destinations. Sign up today.

alaskaair.com/club49

Petersburg Happenings
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14 

SE Caregivers Call-in Support Group: 12:00 pm, 1-866-746-6177 
GED Instruction: 6:00 pm, Public Library 
USCG Auxiliary Meeting: 6:00 pm, The Moorings at 107 Dock St. 
Adult Soccer: 7:00 pm, Community Gym 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
Tai Chi: 7:00 am, Mountain View Manor 
Childrens’ Indoor Park: 10:00 am, Community Gym 
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00 pm, Episcopal Church  
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00 pm, Episcopal Church 
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Community Gym 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16   
Childrens’ Indoor Park: 10:00 am, Community Gym 
Free Soup and Bread Meal: 12:00 pm, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 
Community Bike Ride Social: 9:00 am, Meet at Buschmann Park 
Adult Roller Derby Practice: 5:00 pm, Community Gym 
AA Big Book Study: 7:00 pm, Lutheran Church Sunday School Rm 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
AA Women’s Meeting: 7:00 pm, Presbyterian Church 
Boy Scout Meeting: 7:00 pm, Moose Lodge Basement 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19          
GED Instruction: 6:00 pm, Public Library 
AA 12x12 Mtg: 7:00 pm, Lutheran Church Sunday School Rm. 
Hockey Club: 7:30 pm, Community Gym 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20  
Rotary Club Meeting: 12:00 pm, Salvation Army Hall 
GED Instruction: 6:00 pm, Public Library 
Free Supper: 6:00 pm, First Baptist Church 
Acoustic Jam Session: 8:00 pm, 106 Gjoa St. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21 
Elementary Only Early Out: 2:30 pm  
GED Instruction: 6:00 pm, Public Library 
Adult Soccer: 7:00 pm, Community Gym  

If you have a nonprofit local event for the Calendar 
Call us at 772-9393

                                     
                                       
                             HIGH TIDES              LOW TIDES
                      A.M.             P.M.             A.M.        P.M. 

Time Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft.
14 Thu 7:44 14.6 9:12 11.7 1:18  5.4 2:56 2.2
15 Fri  9:00 15.3 10:25 12.9 2:44 5.5  4:05 0.8
16 Sat  10:07 16.4 11:21  14.3 4:01 4.9 5:03 -0.8
17 Sun 11:06 17.7 ......  ...... 5:04 3.6 5:53 -2.2
18 Mon 0.09 15.8 11:59 18.9 5:58   2.3 6:38 -3.3
19 Tue     0:53    17.1 12:49 19.6 6:47 1.0  7:22 -3.8
20 Wed    1:35 18.0 1:36  19.8 7:34 -0.1 8:04 -3.8
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WEATHER

This Weekʼs Precipitation: 0.76”
This weather service is provided by the
FAA weather observation station at the
James A. Johnson Airport.

Date Sunrise Sunset Daylight
Feb. 14 7:24a 4:47p 9:23hrs
Feb. 15 7:21a 4:49p 9:28hrs
Feb. 16 7:19a 4:52p 9:33hrs
Feb. 17 7:17a 4:54p 9:37hrs
Feb. 18 7:14a 4:56p 9:42hrs
Feb. 19 7:12a 4:58p 9:46hrs 
Feb. 20 7:09a 5:01p 9:52hrs 

DAYLIGHT
HOURS

Date   High  Low  Precip      
02/05    25      19    0.01”
02/06    32      24    0.70”
02/07    34      28    0.05”
02/08    34      18    0.00”
02/09    28      14    0.00”
02/10    34      12    0.00”
02/11     32      10    0.00”

HOW CAN I HELP MY BUSINESS
GROW? MAYBE IF I TRY A

They cost as little as
$9.00 for up to 15 words. 
40¢ for additional words.
6% city sales tax additional.

Ask us about our classified ads!
PHONE 772-9393
FAX 772-4871

The deadline for classified ads is 5 pm

CLASSIFIED AD

WEB SITE – www.petersburgpilot.comEMAIL – pilotpub@gmail.com 207 N NORDIC DRIVE

$10.00

PETERSBURG ACUPUNCTURE 
Jasmin Jones, MSTOM LAc

(907) 518-1675 • Tue-Sat By Appointment

Data suggests opioid-related overdose deaths in Alaska down


