
Alaska’s disaster declara-
tion, which was used to re-
spond to the COVID-19 
pandemic, expired on Sunday 
after the state legislature and 
Gov. Mike Dunleavy failed to 
extend the declaration. Peters-
burg’s Emergency Operations 
Center Incident Commander 
Karl Hagerman said some local 
health mandates are unaf-
fected, but other local mandates 
are suspended until the Bor-
ough Assembly can update 
them on Monday.  

With the absence of a disas-
ter declaration, Dunleavy is-

sued four health advisories on 
Feb. 14 regarding COVID-19 
safety measures, international, 
interstate and intrastate travel 
and critical infrastructure. The 
health advisories are recom-
mended guidelines, unlike the 
state’s health mandates, which 
expired alongside the declara-
tion of disaster. Dunleavy also 
issued a directive to the state’s 
commissioners and employees 
to continue operating in a man-
ner that prioritizes the health 
and safety of Alaskans. 

“My administration will 
begin moving Alaska, its econ-
omy and our lives forward 
through this transition and re-
covery process,” said Dunleavy 

in a prepared 
statement. “Make 
no mistake about 
it, the virus may 
be with us for 
some time. But 
the data shows 
that the worst is 
most likely be-
hind us.” 

In Petersburg, 
local health man-
dates #8 and #9 
remain unaf-
fected by the ex-
piration of the 
state’s declara-
tion of disaster, 
said Hagerman. 
Health mandate 
#8 is the bor-
ough’s face mask 
mandate, and 
health mandate 
#9 allows for in-
person participation in meet-
ings. Because the remainder of 
the borough’s health mandates 
are based off the state’s health 
mandates, those are temporar-
ily suspended until the Bor-
ough Assembly can consider 
changes to those mandates at 
their next meeting on Feb. 22. 

The borough and Petersburg 
Medical Center will continue to 
offer greeting, screening and 
testing services at Petersburg 
Airport, but incoming travelers 
can now choose whether or not 
to be tested for COVID-19. The 
borough assembly could re-
quire mandatory testing at the 
airport if they decide to update 
the local health mandates re-
garding interstate and in-
trastate travel on Monday. 
Hagerman said the state’s con-
tract for testing at the airport 
will continue until June 30, 
2021 as originally planned.  

Petersburg also has a non-

congregate sheltering directive 
in place that offers housing to 
the homeless population, first 
responders and health care 
workers to safely quarantine 
while waiting for COVID-19 
test results. Hagerman said that 
directive is funded through the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and will remain 
in place for now. Language in 
the directive does need to be 
updated, but Hagerman said he 
hopes it can stay in place until 
at least May.  

There is confusion around 
COVID-19 relief and funding 
on the state and local level. 
Hagerman said the borough 
can continue to work directly 
with FEMA, but the state had 
been acting as an intermediary 
for other COVID-19 relief and 
aid.  

“It is very unclear if the 
state’s lack of an emergency 
declaration will affect [COVID-
19 relief] in Petersburg,” said 

Hagerman. “We still have our 
local emergency declaration. 
I’m just not sure how much that 
affects the ability for the federal 
government to get us funds.” 

He said for the time being, 
the state’s rollout of the 
COVID-19 vaccine will con-
tinue, but that could change at 
any moment. Additionally, 
there appears to be support on 
the state level for a disaster dec-
laration to address the pan-
demic.  

“It’s a shame to have this 
much uncertainty around some 
of these very important re-
sponses and aspects for the re-
sponse to COVID-19 in 
Alaska,” said Hagerman. “I be-
lieve there is a tremendous 
amount of support at the state 
level for the continuation of the 
emergency declaration, but for 
political reasons, it just failed to 
be extended. We’ll have to see 
if it is resurrected by the legis-
lature.”
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IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE  
OF PATRICK J. MURRAY, (DECEASED). 

CASE NO. 1PE-21-00001PR 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Ingrid G. Murray has been 
appointed the Personal Representative of the above-entitled estate. 
Pursuant to Alaska Statute, Title 13.16.450, all creditors are hereby 
notified to present their claims within four (4) months after the date of 
first publication of this notice or be forever barred.  Said claims must be 
submitted to Ingrid G. Murray, P.O. Box 644 Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
or be filed with the Clerk of Court, Box 1009, Petersburg, AK 99833 
Published: February 18, 25 and March 4, 2021

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Board of 
Directors of the Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) 
will hold a Regular Board 
Meeting on February 26, 2021 
from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
AKST. Due to recommendations 
from the Center for Disease 
Control and its social distancing 
guidelines the board meeting 
will be held electronically. For 
additional information, please 
call 907.228.2281.� 
Published: February 18, 2021

For you created my inmost being; 
you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. I praise you 
because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. 

Psalm 139:13-14 

Welcome to Petersburg’s  
First Baby of the year! 

Chase & Hilary Bell were blessed to have Orlando Hunter  
Bennett Bell VIII join them earth side on February 8th at 

9:58pm. Hunter weighed in at 9lb 3oz, and was 22 inches long. 
He was delivered into daddy’s arms at a home birth in Juneau. 

 
♥♥ We are smitten ♥♥

Orlando 
Hunter Bennett 

Bell VIII
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By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Petersburg Medical Center administered a 
second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine on Feb. 
11 to residents who received their first dose on 
Jan. 14, said PMC Director of Nursing Jennifer 
Bryner at the COVID-19 community update on 
Feb. 12.  

About 350 residents 
received their second 
dose of the vaccine on 
Feb. 11. An additional 50 
doses were also admin-
istered to first time re-
ceivers during the 
vaccine clinic, said 
Bryner. Those that re-
ceived their first dose on 
Feb. 11 will get their sec-
ond shot on March 12.  

According to the 
Emergency Operations 
Center, 1,161 vaccines 
have been given to local 
residents, which is about 
36.3 percent of the popu-
lation. Bryner said 570 
residents have both 
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

“We were really pleased to keep adding to 
our numbers of people who are starting their 

immunization process,” said Bryner.  
Matt Pawuk, PMC's electronic health records 

and technology systems lead, said because only 
those who are 18 years old or older are author-
ized to get the vaccine, the percent of the adult 
population that has received at least one vac-
cine is about 50 percent.  

Bryner encouraged everyone who hasn’t al-
ready put their name on PMC’s waiting list to 

receive a vaccine to do 
so. She said anyone with 
a compromised immune 
system can also get the 
vaccine. There are cur-
rently 117 people on the 
waiting list who haven’t 
been vaccinated, and the 
list continues to grow. 
The vials of both the 
Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines sometimes come 
with additional doses, 
and PMC wants to get 
those extra doses out to 
the public as soon as 
possible, said Bryner. So 
far, PMC has not had to 
waste any of the addi-
tional doses. 

Maximum protection against COVID-19 be-
gins two weeks after the second vaccine is ad-
ministered, said Bryner.

Over 1/3 of local population has 
received at least one vaccine dose
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Two mallards forage in the chilly waters of the Wrangell Narrows as snow falls 
around them last week. 

Photo courtesy of John Havrilek 

Chilly morning cruise

Few local health mandates stay intact


