
Steve Reifenstuhl, manager 
of the Northern Southeast Re-
gional Aquaculture Associa-
tion, spoke at the annual 
Petersburg Chamber of Com-
merce Banquet on Saturday on 
the organization’s presence 
and activities in the Northern 
Panhandle.  

NSRAA is a non-profit or-
ganization that was estab-
lished by commercial 
fishermen in 1978 to restore 

and rehabilitate Alaska’s 
salmon stocks. Salmon pro-
duced by NSRAA’s enhance-
ment programs are a public 
resource and have contributed 
millions of dollars to the com-
mercial fishing industry. The 
organization has six programs 
throughout Northern South-
east Alaska. 

NSRAA salmon had a 
record commercial value in 
2018 of $28.6 million, accord-
ing to Reifenstuhl. Last year, 
the return for enhanced 
salmon from NSRAA pro-

grams totaled about $15.8 mil-
lion. Reifenstuhl said on aver-
age, NSRAA salmon typically 
generate about $11 million 
each year. Statewide, enhance-
ment programs account for 
about 25 to 30 percent of the 
salmon harvested, said Reifen-
stuhl. In wholesale value, en-
hancement programs generate 
about $360 million throughout 
the state.  

Reifenstuhl credited the 
record amount of fish har-
vested in 2018 to NSRAA’s 
Crawfish Inlet enhancement 
program. That year, 1,061,686 
chum salmon were caught in 
Crawfish Inlet on opening day, 
which was the largest chum 
salmon opening in state his-
tory. Additionally, about 90 
percent of chum salmon 
caught in 2018 were three 
years old. Chum salmon that 
are harvested typically are 
four and five years old, said 
Reifenstuhl. 

“We work so hard to create 
these programs and to see 
something come to pass like 
this was so rewarding to us,” 
said Reifenstuhl. 

He said that Petersburg has 
the highest number of fisher-
men in the state per capita. In 
Petersburg, there are about 450 
fishing permit holders and a 
total of 1,050 permits. Reifen-
stuhl said some fishermen 
only have one permit, while 
others have six. About 23.4 
percent of Petersburg’s popu-
lation fishes commercially and 
there are 600 commercial ves-
sels homeported in Petersburg. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2020-01 
Ordinance #2020-01, an Ordinance Amending Petersburg  

Municipal Code Chapter 14.30 Titled “Mountain View Manor  
Elderly Housing and Assisted Living Facility” to Increase Assisted 
Living Rental and Service Rates and to Add a New Level IV of  
Assisted Living Care has been adopted by the Borough Assembly.  
Provisions of the ordinance take effect April 1, 2020. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, Papke’s 
Landing posting board, the Library, and 
the Municipal Harbor office for review 
during normal office hours.   
Published: February 27, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE 
BIDS 

The Petersburg School District is seeking quotes from licensed 
contractors and/or fabricators for four projects:  Bathroom Renovation, 
Exterior Door Installation, and two Covered Entrance Fabrication/ 
Construction projects.   Completion dates vary due to funding sources, 
but is generally spring and summer work.  Quotes by 4 pm  3/13/20. 
Contact Dan Tate  907-677-2376  dtate@pcsd.us     
Published: February 20, 27 and March 5, 2020

On Main Street 
772-3265

           
PETERSBURG

  

Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

We’ll Give You Tax 
Receipts For Prescriptions 

We Filled For You.

Eliminate 
Unnecessary Stress.

www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                  Closed Sunday

GET ORGANIZED FOR 2020 TAXES 
• File Folders 
• Binders 
• Staplers 
• Spiral Notebooks & More

This time of year, you don’t need to be rummaging for tax 

receipts. With 24-hour advance notice, we’ll provide you with a 

comprehensive print-out of everything we filled for you in 2019 

Just call in your request and we’ll drop the print-out in the next 

days mail. This is just another way we watch out for you. And 

another reason for trusting us with your health — and sanity.

Sen. Bert Stedman told the 
community while attending 

the Petersburg Chamber of 
Commerce banquet on Satur-
day that the future of the 
Alaska Marine Highway Sys-
tem depends on how negotia-

tions go with Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy. 

Stedman said that legisla-
tors will discuss the AMHS 
and present possible scenarios 
to the governor when Dun-
leavy releases his operating 
budget; however, without 
enough votes to override the 
governor’s anticipated vetoes, 
negotiations won’t be too ag-
gressive. 

“If you don’t have the abil-
ity to override his vetoes, you 
better negotiate or else he’s just 
going to go back to the number 
he put on your desk initially,” 
said Stedman.  

About a year ago, Dunleavy 
released his proposed 2020 fis-
cal year operating budget that 
planned on tying-up the entire 
ferry fleet, while putting all 
AMHS capital money into the 
general fund as a way to bal-
ance the state’s budget through 
budget cuts. Negotiations left 
only one ferry operating 
through the winter, while more 
than half of the state’s ferries 
were taken out of service due 
to a lack of funding to repair 
the vessels.  

The sole ferry operating 
through Southeast Alaska, the 

M/V Matanuska, was taken 
out of service earlier this 
month due to complications 
with its reduction gear system. 
The ferry was expected to go 
back online at the beginning of 
March, but in a prepared state-
ment released last Friday, the 
Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities an-
nounced the M/V Matanuska 
wouldn’t be sailing until after 
April 14. On April 14, the M/V 
Columbia is anticipated to as-
sume sailings originally sched-
uled for the M/V Matanuska.  

Stedman said getting AMHS 
up and running again isn’t a 
matter of money, but political 
power, because the ferry sys-
tem receives most of its fund-
ing from the federal 
government. Each year, Alaska 
receives $500 million for DOT, 
which is split between airports, 
road maintenance and the ferry 
system, said Stedman. AMHS 
has a lack of support from 
some legislatures who would 
rather spend most of the fed-
eral money on the road system.  

Additionally, Dunleavy has 
created a working group that 
will oversee the future of 
AMHS, but Stedman said he is 

worried that the group is being 
put together to ultimately dis-
mantle the ferry system. 

“We’re giving them a fight, 
and we’ll see what happens,” 
said Stedman.  

Lila Trask said she heard a 
comment made by someone 
living in the Interior about 
Alaskans who live in villages 
and coastal areas. Trask said 
that the individual felt commu-
nities separated from the road 
system aren’t being supportive 
of the state and are creating 
extra expenses, and they 
should just move back to the 
road system. Those present at 
the banquet were audibly sur-
prised to find out that not only 
has Stedman heard those types 
of comments before, but that 
some legislators felt the same 
way.   

One resident asked Stedman 
what communities could do to 
support the ferry system. He 
said their message has already 
been received, but the best 
thing residents can do is to call-
in to Juneau during public 
hearings on the operating 
budget to request that enough 
funding be made available to 
keep the ferries running. 

Stedman speaks on AMHS at chamber banquet

Senator Bert Stedman gives a status update on the Alaska Marine 
Highway System at the Chamber of Commerce banquet on Saturday. 
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NSRAA generates millions for commercial fishing  
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game announced 
that the season for the commercial Dungeness crab fishery 
in Registration Area A (Southeast) will close in Districts 1 
and 2, and Section 13-B outside of the Sitka Sound Special 
Use Area [5 AAC 32.150(10)], by regulation at 11:59 p.m. 
on Friday, February 28 consistent with 5 AAC 32.110(3).  

All Dungeness crab must be landed within 24 hours of a 
closure [5 AAC 32.031(d)]. Vessel operators unable to meet 
this deadline must contact department shellfish staff within 
the 24 hours following the closure to request authorization 
to possess Dungeness crab for an extended period.  

S.E. Dungeness crab closes
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