
The Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Department is welcoming a new 
batch of ETT certified volunteer 
responders who recently com-
pleted an ETT certification 
course and can now provide 
more assistance on calls and 
help respond better to emergen-
cies. 

EMS Coordinator Josh Rath-
mann said the newly certified re-
sponders will be a huge help to 
the department as they continue 
bouncing back from a drop off in 
participation during the pan-
demic. 

The ETT course was devel-
oped for smaller communities 
that are not able to get EMT in-

structors or do not have people 
who can devote the time re-
quired for a full 160-hour EMT 
course according to Rathmann. 

The ETT course was offered 
online but at the end of the on-
line portion, participants had to 
perform in-person skills checks 
to test their knowledge. 

The ETT certification means 
volunteers can now perform a 
variety of first aid treatments 
when responding to emergen-
cies. 

Rathmann said that could 
range from providing oxygen, 
applying a splint, controlling 
bleeding, using a tourniquet, 
packing a wound, and stabiliz-
ing and transporting patients on 
a backboard. 

Of the seven volunteers who 

enrolled in the course, four are 
now ETT certified while three 
are finishing up with their skills 
checks and will soon be able to 
respond to calls and provide as-
sistance. 

“They have the knowledge 
and the skill set to do it but 
they’re gonna gain so much…
being on an actual call with 
other responders that have kind 
of been around a little bit so they 
can pick up things here and 
there,” Rathmann said. 

“You can kind of get your foot 
in the door with this ETT certifi-
cation, see kind of how you feel 
about it, you know you can run 
on some calls with us in EMS, 
and that’s kind of what people 
have been doing.” 

The PVFD now has 37 people 

in total involved in EMS re-
sponse—17 on their active roster, 
eight in reserve, eight drivers, 
and four administrator/support 
individuals. 

“It’ll be a huge help to the de-
partment and the goal really 
isn’t to keep these guys as ETTs,” 
Rathmann said. 

“The goal is to get EMT-1s be-
cause as an ambulance service 
we have to respond with two in-
dividuals and one has to be an 
EMT-1.” 

Many volunteers start off as 
ambulance drivers before mov-
ing up to ETT or EMT-1. 

Drivers are required to have a 

basic life support CPR certifica-
tion and must also complete a 
HIPAA course and a blood 
borne pathogen course. 

“Southeast Region EMS was 
the one that put on this online 
ETT course so, I mean, this is 
something that we can definitely 
do again, or even I can teach an 
ETT course if I have the right 
number of people,” Rathmann 
said. 

He added that he is planning 
to put on an EMT bridge course 
around the end of this summer 
as an opportunity for ETT certi-
fied volunteers to move up to 
EMT-1.
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The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those with birthdays this week are: March 10: Kathy Pool, 
Bessie Johnson, Darlene Whitethorn, Molly Miller Taiber. March 
11: Colleen Schwartz, Wyatt King. March 12: Jim Schwartz. March 
13: Austin Byrer. March 14: Kandi Nordgren, Lori Green, Louise 
Allen, Ola Richards. March 8: Bob Benitz, Marissa Sanchez. March 
16: Richard Benard. 

Those with anniversaries this week are: March 16: John and 
Vicki Kaer. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Senior Meals  
All meals will be delivery-only and delivery begins at 4:30 on 

weekdays.

MONDAY, March 13 
Quesadilla Casserole, Fruit Cup, Sliced Tomatoes, Cookie 

TUESDAY, March 14 
Liver and Onions, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables,  

Carrot Cake 
WEDNESDAY,March 15 

Roast Beef Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, Green Salad, Cake 
THURSDAY, March 16 

Pork Fried Rice, Egg Rolls, Orange Quarters, Ice Cream Sandwich 
FRIDAY, March 17 

Corned Beef and Cabbage, Carrots, Potatoes, Roll,  
Strawberry Pizza

As women’s fashion became more form-
fitting, ladies clothing had less pocket space for 

storing necessities. Thus began the trend of 
handbags. In the late 1800s their use expanded, 

with decorative beads first gaining 
popularity in Europe. Until the 1930s 
women often made their own. Bags 
were crocheted, made of metal mesh, 
or beaded like this one. Handbags of 
this type were seen throughout the 
Roaring Twenties and marked a 
change in women’s independence. 
With the industrial revolution and 
more freedom to move about, women 
needed something to carry their 
personal items. Bag craftsmanship also 
signaled a woman’s handicraft skills to 
potential suitors. 

Information and photos for this column 
are provided by the Clausen Memorial Mu-
seum.

Artifact Archive

A spirited show of crooners, musicians and thespians,  
directed by Cathy Cronlund and Sue Paulsen

TICKETS - $50 at Lee’s Clothing   
“God norsk mat” (Good Norwegian Food) 

• Fish cakes with chive lemon creme fraiche,  
nutmeg potato puree and roasted carrots or 

• Meatballs with gravy topped with Gjetost, roasted 
lemon dill potato, roasted carrots, lingonberry paste 

• Dessert buffet  
Cash bar. Catering by The Little Shed 

1920’s dress encouraged! 

Friday, March 24 &  
Saturday, March 25 

@ Sons of Norway Hall  
• Doors open at 5:30p  

• Dinner at 6p • Show at 7p 
Join us for fun-filled evening celebrating local history and  

colorful characters from the 1920’s Prohibition-era

PUBLIC NOTICE 
INVITATION TO QUOTE  

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed quotes for the 
PIA BUILDING – RENOVATION  PROJECT -2023. The project generally consists of the remodel 
of two existing rooms on the second floor of the EP building at 15 North 12th Street in Petersburg, 
Alaska. The work is outlined in the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 - drawings. 
The contract quote will be for a BASIC QUOTE.  

All work must be completed on the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 by 
December 31, 2023.  

Sealed quotes (pages BP1 & BP2) will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association by hand 
delivery to Petersburg Indian Association. Located upstairs in the Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 
North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska, (Telephone 907-772-3636) until 11:00 a.m. prevailing time on 
March 30, 2023.  

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located 
at 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636), Petersburg, Alaska 99833.  

Prospective quoters are encouraged to visit the site before quoting.  
The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any or all quotes, to waive any 

informality in any quotes, and to award contracts as it may best serve the interest of the Petersburg 
Indian Association.  

This project is being supported, in whole or in 
part, by federal award number CPFFN0280 
awarded to PIA by the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury.   

Authorized by: Cris Morrison  
Published: March 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2023

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 

Tuesday, March  14th, 2023 at 12:00 pm will be holding a meeting 
and conducting a public hearing in the Assembly Chambers 
located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public 
hearing is to receive public comment on the following:  

A. Recommendation to the Borough Assembly regarding an 
application from the Petersburg Indian Association to purchase 
borough property at 10 N 12th (PID:01-006-431).  

B. Consideration of an application from Jim and Maureen 
Floyd for a variance from the 10’ side-yard setback requirement 
to allow for construction of an addition at 407 S Nordic Dr (PID: 
01-022-142).  

C. Consideration of an application 
from Hammer & Wikan Inc for a minor 
subdivision at 1300 Howkan St and 
Parcel A of Greenbelt Subdivision on 
Haugen Dr. (PID: 01-006-437 and 01-
006-442). 
Published: March 9, 2023 

 
FOR REnT 

 
Efficiency apartment on Nordic 
Drive above Pilot office. 
$800/month, $600 deposit plus 
last month’s rent. Heat & hot wa-
ter provided. Washer & dryer on-
site. No smoking and no pets. 
Call or text Anne 907-518-1912 
for application.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-9b34 

 
JOBS 

 
Petersburg Borough has an 
opening for a permanent full-time 
Water/Wastewater Operator.  
Starting wage for this position 
will be based on the current level 
of water/wastewater certification. 
Water/Wastewater Operator certi-
fication is desired, but not re-

quired for an applicant to be con-
sidered. Operator 1 is compensat-
ed at a rate of $19.45 (at Step A) 
per hour, increasing to $21.61 ( at 

 

   JOIN!OUR!TEAM!

 
Choose from many FULL-TIME &  
PART-TIME, benefited positions

 Current Openings: 
• Admissions/Patient Financial Account Representative 

• Clinic Coder and Medical Records Clerk 
• Clinic Reception / Insurance Specialist- Part time 
• On The Job Training - Certified Nurse Assistant 

• Housekeeper / Laundry  
• Medical Assistant 

• Medical Technologist  
• Physical Therapist  

• Radiologic Technologist 
• Registered Nurse (RN) - Primarily Night Shift 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions  

& to apply online 
or look for your new career  

at pmcak.org

For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director  
Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719

 
There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

JOB!OPPORTUNITY 

McG   Constructors, Inc.  
is seeking an onsite 

project administrator 
for the Blind Slough 

Hydro Electric  
Upgrades Project.  

Project starts May 1. 
Hourly $30-$35/Hr DOE. 

Please call 360.312.6578  
or email  

chad@mcgconstructors.com 
for more information.

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-4331 before noon to 
place your order. Everyone age 60 and older and spouses are eligible 
for senior meals. The menu is subject to change without notice. NO 
MEALS WILL BE SERVED at MVM for the time being. 

The Petersburg Borough Assembly approved 
an ordinance in its first reading on Monday that 
would amend the charter to allow borough em-
ployees, including those at the school and the 
hospital, to serve on certain borough boards. 

The ordinance proposes allowing borough 
staff to serve on boards and commissions except 
for those that directly administer their employ-
ment. 

For instance, under the new ordinance a Pe-
tersburg Medical Center employee could run 
for the borough assembly or the school board 
but could not run for the hospital board. 

The amendment was put forward to afford 
more residents the opportunity to serve on bor-
ough boards and commissions and to help en-
sure that a sufficient number of people are able 
to run given Petersburg’s small population. 

Currently, the charter prohibits school and 
hospital employees from serving on the bor-
ough assembly. 

The issue came up before the 2022 municipal 
election when Tony Vinson turned in paper-
work to run for the borough assembly but was 
denied from doing so due to his employment at 
PMC, which is a borough entity. 

During Monday’s meeting, Assembly Mem-
ber Donna Marsh said she would be concerned 

about conflicts of interest and said there have 
also not been many vacancies for the assembly, 
hospital board, and school board. 

Mayor Mark Jensen said he would hope that 
people serving on boards would defer from a 
vote if they had conflict of interest. 

The borough charter prohibits elected offi-
cials from participating in any official action 
where they have a substantial financial interest. 

The assembly voted 6-1 in favor of the ordi-
nance with Marsh opposed. 

If the ordinance passes in three readings, it 
will be placed on the ballot for this October’s 
municipal election for voter approval. 

 
In other assembly business: 
• Petersburg Medical Center CEO Phil Hof-

stetter reported to the assembly on the PMC 
board’s recommendation of the Knob Hill and 
Creek View site as the location of a future hos-
pital facility and said they are looking forward 
to sending in a Planning and Zoning applica-
tion for the site. 

• Borough Manager Steve Giesbrecht re-
ported Mountain View Manor has been hit with 
COVID-19 and visits to Elderly Housing and 
Assisted Living should be limited. 

• The assembly unanimously approved the 
appointment of Tim Chittenden to the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee appointment 
to serve as its environmental advisor.

 
By CHRIS BASINGER 
Pilot writer

Charter amendment could allow more 
residents to join borough boards

 
By CHRIS BASINGER 
Pilot writer

Fire/EMS/SAR Director Aaron Hankins and Matt Lichtenstein look on 
as volunteers Brian Richards, Andrew Simmonds, and Katie Taylor 
practice securing a patient on a vacuum mattress.

Photo courtesy of Josh Rathmann 

ETT course helps bolster local response
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The Petersburg Pilot welcomes your letters to the 
editor, particularly letters pertaining to local issues.

• Letters should be typed or clearly written and no longer than 400 words.   
• All letters must be signed and include an address,  
    phone number and any        
   affiliation with a group which pertains to the letter. 
• Longer letters can be published as paid  
   advertising with consent of publisher. 
• The Pilot reserves the right to edit  
   any submissions.

Letter to  
the Editor

Petersburg Pilot


