
Don Jarrett of McMillen Ja-
cobs Associates gave the bor-
ough assembly a presentation 
on the status of the Blind 
Slough Hydroelectric project 
and recommended a refurbish-
ment of the powerhouse and 
penstock. 

McMillen Jacobs Associates 
performed a condition assess-
ment of the project and came 
up with a list of recommenda-
tions for the work that needed 
to be done in order to keep the 
project operational through the 
remaining term of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion license, which is up in 
2034. Construction on the hy-
droelectric project began in 
1921 and was then rebuilt in 
1955. According to Jerrett, if the 
project were to be pushed to 
the point of failure, the bor-
ough would have to replace the 
power with electricity from the 
Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency. The average cost of 
power from the hydroelectric 
project is $.012 per kilowatt-
hour, while power from 
SEAPA to cover a failure is cur-

rently $.068 per kilowatt-hour. 
About 25 percent of the bor-
ough’s power comes from the 

Blind Slough hydroelectric 
project, with the remaining 75 
percent coming from SEAPA. 

The conditions assessment, 
which was completed in No-
vember, identified the power-
house and penstock in need of 
being refurbished. The power-
house holds the Pelton wheel 
turbine, known as a runner, 
and the generator and all the 
controls, electrical equipment, 
protective relays and mechani-
cal accessories for the genera-
tor, according to utility director 
Karl Hagerman. The penstock 
runs to the powerhouse and 
provides water that turns the 
turbine and generator. The 
water flows out of the power-
house through a pipe and into 
the hatchery. 

Within the powerhouse, the 
turbine had a low rate of effi-
ciency and may need a new 
runner, the generator needs a 
rewind, the governor is obso-
lete, an exposed generator 
switch gear poses as a person-
nel safety issue and the DC bat-
teries are unreliable. According 
to Jarrett, there is a real possi-
bility of the aging equipment 
failing. McMillen Jacobs Asso-
ciates recommended a com-

plete powerhouse refurbish-
ment with a possible cost of 
$5,300,000, which could in-
clude the replacement of the 
single-jet impulse turbine with 
a two-jet impulse turbine. 

“One of the reasons we’re 
recommending the revisement 
of the turbine with a two-jet 
arrangement, just efficiency 
alone will give us another 10-
13 percent more generation,” 
said Jarrett. 

Since 1955, the penstock has 
experienced two failures due to 
problems with penstock sup-
ports and a bypass valve mal-
function. The condition 
assessment revealed significant 
issues with the penstock sup-
ports, joint couplings and hard-
ware. Additionally, it is 
difficult to get to the penstock 
for maintenance. McMillen Ja-
cobs Associates recommended 
the development and execu-
tion of a penstock repair to 
fully refurbish it. An inspection 
of the interior of the penstock 
was also recommended. The 
estimate cost to complete the 
repairs is $2,000,000. 

“I’m pretty pleased with 
where we got for this initial ef-
fort, kind of bracketing our 
costs, determining the scope of 
work and what the schedules 
might look like for the bor-
ough,” said Jerrett.

Crystal Lake hydro in need of $7.3 million refurbishment 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  
USED CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT  

CATERPILLAR 320 EXCAVATOR 
Petersburg Borough is seeking proposals for the purchase of 

a used Caterpillar 320 Excavator to replace the Borough’s ex-
isting 1992 Caterpillar 240B. This unit serves as the Borough’s 
mainline excavator for maintenance and construction projects. 
The proposal due date is 2:00 
pm on Friday, April 26th, 2019. 

For more information or to 
request a copy of the RFP, con-
tact Public Works Director 
Chris Cotta at (907) 772-4430 
or ccotta@petersburgak.gov. 
Published: April 4, 11, 18, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct 
transport operations for the spring of 2020 season to tender live 
fry from SSRAA hatcheries to SSRAA remote release sites located 
in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be accepted until June 1, 
2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go to www.ssraa.org or 
call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct  
rearing operations for the spring of 2020 season at its McLean Arm 
rearing site located in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be  
accepted until June 1, 2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go 
to www.ssraa.org or call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

IS  
CBD 
RIGHT 
FOR 
ME?

WHAT IS C B D ?

WHO CAN BENEFIT FROM CBD?

CBD is found in the cannabis plant. Cannabis is a plant category that includes hemp and marijuana. We are focused on the CBD that comes from hemp: a plant that has been used for  centuries by many cultures which won’t get you high. 
Everyone. CBD is an all­natural pharmacy quality product that helps maintain overall health. Research on the potential health benefits of CBD oil is ongoing, so new therapeutic uses for this natural remedy are sure to be discovered. 
No, it is impossible to feel high after properly taking CBD. 
Yes, when properly derived from industrial hemp, CBD is  federally legal in all states. 

WILL I FEEL HIGH?

IS CBD LEGAL?

            
PETERSBURG

  

Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street   •   Closed Sunday   •   772-3265 
www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                 

Open:  Mon. - Sat., 9:30 - 5:30
(907) 772-4229  Fax (907) 772-3542

Lee’s Clothing

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The penstock sits on steel trusses that make it hard for Petersburg 
Municipal Power and Light staff to access the pipe to do maintenance. 
The old wood stave penstock can be seen below it on the ground. 

Photos courtesy of Karl Hagerman

The 1955 Woodward Governor controls the speed of the turbine and 
generator. 

Photos courtesy of Karl Hagerman

 
INVITATION TO BID 

PETERSBURG MS/HS UST REPLACEMENT 
Petersburg School district is requesting!sealed bids!from qualified 

contractors for replacement of an existing underground fuel storage 
tank, and other associated work, at the Petersburg Middle/High 
School, located in Petersburg, Alaska.! This project is subject to the 
provisions of the State of Alaska, Title 36 minimum wage rates. 

A copy of the!Invitation to Bid!will be available on March 24, 2019 
on the District’s web site at!http://www.pcsd.us!or by emailing Daniel 
Tate, Petersburg Schools Facility Director at!dtate@pcsd.us. 
Published: March 21, 28 and April 4, 2019

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Karl Lee Hagerman has been 

appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Norma Elizabeth 
Hagerman.! All persons having claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this Notice or said claims will be forever 
barred.! Claims must either be presented to Karl Lee Hagerman, Per-
sonal Representative, c/o Faulkner Banfield, P.C., 8420 Airport 
Boulevard, Suite 101, Juneau, Alaska 99801-6924, or filed with the 
Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First Judicial District at 
Juneau, Alaska, 1JU-19-00106 PR. 
Published: April 4, 11 and 18, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Planning and  

Zoning Commission, on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 12:00 pm, 
will be holding a meeting and conducting a public hearing in 
the Assembly Chambers located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on 
the following: 

A. Consideration of an Application from Carl and Marilyn  
         Haaland for a Special Use Permit to fill a portion of the  
         Neptune St ROW from Surf St to the rear yard of 605 S.  
         Nordic Drive. 

B. Industrial Classifications in Zoning Code 
C. Amend something previously adopted - regarding denial  

         of a side-yard variance to Brad & Sharon Hunter at the  
         February 12, 2019 meeting. 

D. Definition of Manufactured Home/Allowing Manufactured  
          Homes in all Residential Districts 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the  
request,  either  in  writing  or verbally, will be given the  
opportunity to be heard during the above mentioned hearing. 
Written suggestions or objections to the provisions of said  
requests may be filed with the Community & Economic  
Development Department at or before such meeting and will be 
heard by the Petersburg Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission at 
the time and place specified. 
Said hearings may be continued 
from time to time as necessary. 
Published: April 4, 2019


