
A case of COVID-19 was 
identified through testing at the 
James A. Johnson Airport on 
April 1 and reported on April 2, 
according to a joint press release 
from the Petersburg Borough 
and the Petersburg Medical Cen-
ter. 

The incoming traveler was 
the eighth person to test positive 
for COVID-19 in about the last 
two weeks, though no new cases 
have been reported in the last 
seven days. According to the 
borough’s COVID-19 Dash-
board, Petersburg was reporting 
two active cases of COVID-19 as 
of Wednesday. That’s the lowest 
the local COVID-19 case count 
has been since Feb. 18 when the 
recent outbreak first started.  

Petersburg Incident Com-
mander Karl Hagerman asked 
the public at the COVID-19 com-
munity update on April 2 not to 
become complacent about 
COVID-19 mitigations. Masking, 

washing hands and maintaining 
a proper social distance are im-
portant measures to keep the Pe-
tersburg School District, local 
businesses and the borough 
open.  

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention released 
guidance on April 2 that recom-
mends Americans who are fully 
vaccinated can travel freely 
within the country, but they still 
have to follow state and local 
COVID-19 mandates and restric-
tions. 

According to the CDC, fully 
vaccinated Americans can travel 
domestically without being 
tested for COVID-19 before trav-
eling or upon arriving at their 
destination, nor do they have to 
self-quarantine; however, they 
still have to take precautions 
while traveling, such as wearing 
a mask and social distancing.  

The updated guidelines still 
require Americans to follow local 
and state COVID-19 mandates 
and restrictions. Hagerman said 
that the Petersburg Borough’s 

Health Mandate #10 regarding 
interstate and international trav-
eling does have COVID-19 re-
quirements which are stricter 
than the CDC’s updated travel 
guidelines for those who are 
fully vaccinated.  

“In Petersburg, testing and 
screening is still required,” said 
Hagerman. “It is a local man-
date, and we do ask travelers to 
go through that process.” 

A traveler arriving in Peters-
burg who is fully vaccinated is 
still required to follow testing 
and social distancing protocols 
laid out in local Health Mandate 
#10. 

Hagerman also pointed out 
that there is a difference between 
the screening and testing facili-
ties at the Petersburg James A. 
Johnson Airport. Screeners check 
an incoming traveler’s state 
travel declaration form and ei-
ther direct the individual to be 
tested for the virus or advise the 
person on how to safely enter the 
community.  

While a state and nationwide 
COVID-19 vaccination passport 
hasn’t been implemented, 
Hagerman said most cruise ships 

expected in town this spring and 
summer are requiring their en-
tire crew and passengers to be 
vaccinated for the virus.  

Petersburg School District Su-
perintendent Erica Kludt-
Painter said the school district 
will be testing student athletes 
with an antigen testing system 
twice a week in the near future. 
By testing the student athletes 
twice a week instead of once a 
week like the school district is 
doing now, coaches may be able 
to roll back some of the COVID-
19 restrictions in place for stu-
dent athletes.  

Petersburg High School has 
begun planning for this year’s 
high school graduation. Kludt-
Painter said the graduation cer-

emony for the class of 2021 will 
likely be a hybrid of the tradi-
tional ceremony and last year’s 
ceremony that had COVID-19 
mitigation strategies in place.  

Community & Economic De-
velopment Director Liz Cabrera 
said the Paycheck Protection 
Program has been extended 
until June 30, but advised the 
community to apply sooner 
rather than later while funds are 
still available. Additionally, the 
CDC has extended its rental 
eviction moratorium until June 
30.  

Moving forward, COVID-19 
community updates will be held 
every other week. The next com-
munity update is expected to be 
held on April 16. 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 

Tuesday, April 13th, 2021 at 12:00 pm will be holding a meeting 
and conducting a public hearing on ZOOM.  Interested parties should 
contact Karen Malcom at (907) 772-5423 to sign up to testify. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on the 
following: 
        A. Consideration of an application from Garrett P. Kravitz for a  
           variance from the required 20’ setback along a right-of-way  
           to allow for construction of an 1,800 sf garage 10’ from the  
           property line at 1300 Wrangell Ave. (PID: 01-002-372). 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the request, 
either  in  writing  or verbally, will be given the opportunity to be 
heard during the above-mentioned hearing. Written suggestions or 
objections to the provisions of said requests may be filed with the 
Community & Economic Development Department, PO Box 329, 
Petersburg, AK 99833 at or before such meeting and will be heard 
by the Planning Commission at the time and 
place specified. Said hearings may be 
continued from time to time as necessary. 
Published: April 8, 2021

PETERSBURG EYE CARE 
PRISM OPTICAL OF ALASKA

For an eye exam appointment or questions,  
please call us at: 1-800-701-3999 

or schedule online at www.PrismBooking.com/Petersburg

Local Eye Care you can count on! Prism is proud to announce a 
visiting optometrist will be coming to Petersburg every other week 
to assist with your eye care and optical needs. Our new office is 
conveniently located on Sing Lee Alley, right across from the Sons 
of Norway. Come in for a free eyeglass adjustment and tune-up.

VISITS EVERY OTHER WEEK 
May 17, 18, 31 & June 1 

Eye exams, contact lenses  
and fashionable eyewear

First Baptist Church
 

Sunday:  Service will be livestreamed  
  on Facebook at 11 a.m. 

Wednesday: Meals will be distributed at the  
        Church from 6:00pm - 6:30pm  

Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets   
772-4563 

Please continue to check our  
Facebook page and website for updates 

at First Baptist Church Petersburg 
www.fbcpetersburg.com  

7 p.m. Message from Lee Corrao 
livestreamed via Facebook 

            
PETERSBURG

  

Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street • 772-3265 • www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                     • Closed Sunday

April Sale

Your Choice 
Compare to Childrenʼs Zyrtec

HEALTH MART 
NASAL SPRAY 
24 HR 
120 Metered Sprays  
0.54 oz

HEALTH 
MART 
CHILDRENʼS 
ALL DAY 
ALLERGY 
Cetirizine Hydrochloride Oral Solution 1 mg/mL Antihistamine,  
2 Years & Older 
24 Hour Relief, Indoor & Outdoor Allergies, 4oz

PREPARATION H 
Hemorrhoidal 
Ointment  
Prevents Further Irritation 
1 oz

ADVIL 
Ibuprofen, 200 mg 

Pain Reliever/Fever 
Reducer (NSAID) 

Coated Caplets or Tablets 
50 ct

$699$1899

Easter  
Candy 

30% off

$799

Your Choice
$649

Compare to Flonase 
Allergy Relief

P-W Insurance 
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858 
We provide a full range of insurance services:  
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, 
renters, boat and more.

Please write a short note why you 
think this person(s) should be  
honored during the Little Norway 
Festival this year.  
 
Email nominations to dwyersa@gci.net 
or mail to PO Box 1788, PSG 99833. 
Call 518-0601 if any questions. 
 

SONS OF NORWAY IS ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS 
FROM THE COMMUNITY FOR  

THE 2021 NORWEGIAN  
AMERICAN AWARD

Senior Meals Will be Delivery 
Only Until Further Notice 

Due to the current situation, MVFS has received additional 
funding to provide meals 5 times per week until further notice. 
All meals will be delivery only and delivery begins at 4:30 
weekdays.

Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-4331 before 
noon to place your order. Everyone age 60 and older and spouses 
are eligible for senior meals. The menu is subject to change 
without notice. NO MEALS WILL BE SERVED at MVM for 
the time being. 

FRIDAY, April 9 
Salmon Burger, Tater Tots, Broccoli Salad, Fruit Cup 

MONDAY, April 12 
Inga’s Dinner, Marinated & Grilled 

Chicken & Asparagus, Salad Greens, 
Soft Boiled Egg,  Brown Rice, Cookie 

TUESDAY, April 13 
Roasted Pork Loin, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 

3Bean Salad, ½ Banana 
WEDNESDAY, April 14 

Spaghetti & Meat Sauce, Green Beans, Green 
Salad, Garlic Bread, Brownie 

THURSDAY, April 15 
Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Cucumber 

Cabbage Salad, Pudding

Case count at lowest point since February
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

PETERSBURG COVID-19 DATA
As of Wednesday April 7.

 Includes out-of-state positive case reported

Last large vaccine 
clinic happening Friday

At the April 2 COVID-19 community update, Petersburg Med-
ical Center Director of Nursing Jennifer Bryner said following the 
upcoming COVID-19 vaccination clinic in the Parks and Recre-
ation community gym on April 9, PMC will be holding smaller 
vaccine clinics in the hospital as more vaccines become available.  

She said the state has increased Petersburg’s allocation of the 
Johnson and Johnson vaccine by 50 doses, ahead of the April 9 
clinic, where both the Moderna and Johnson and Johnson vaccines 
will be available. Additionally, PMC Infection Prevention and 
Quality Manager Liz Bacom said the Pfizer vaccine could become 
available to anyone 12 years old and older as the company finishes 
up its latest vaccines trials. 

Anyone who has questions regarding the vaccines or wants to 
put their name on the waiting list to receive one can call 772-5545. 

“We feel like it’s important for our community to get back to as 
much normal as we can, and this is a way we can help do that,” 
said Bryner. 

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The Pilot extends its 
best wishes to the persons 
listed on the Community 
Calendar. 

Those with birthdays 
this week are: April 8: 
Aaron Murph, Don Bieber, 
Hana Newman, Kayle 
Hebert, Robb Crenshaw. 
April 9: Ailene Estes, An-
gela Henderson, Charlie 
Christensen, Jim Engell, 
Karen Schramek, Malika 
Brunette, Royce Vick. April 
10: Mike McNeil. April 11: 
Heidi Smith, Sarissa Miller. 
April 12: Bosjun Reid, Dave 
Stewart, Erica Wikan. April 
13: Andy Strong, Callie 
Bell. April 14: Dan 
Whitethorn, Eric Rosvold, 
Justin Jackson. 

If you’d like to be in-
cluded on our list, please 
call 772-9393. 

BIRTHDAYS & 
ANNIVERSARIES

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

The Fire Department 
Early Petersburg saw a number of large 

fires which destroyed canneries, docks, 
homes and businesses.   In 1910 G.H. Pe-
tersen was appointed as fire chief, but lit-
tle of him seems to be known.  Officially 
Louis Miller, previously of the Seattle Fire 
Department, is recognized as first fire 
chief.   

The new Fire Department purchased 36 
buckets for firefighting, and searched for 
a fire hall site.  In September 1929, the first 
fire truck was purchased. It still appears 
in local parades.  The second truck pur-
chase was delayed, when in 1938 the 
mayor wouldn’t sign the check so fire vol-
unteers raised the funds themselves. 

Information and photos for this column are 
provided by the Clausen Memorial Museum.

Artifact Archive

Emma Chase and Lance Kittams were named to the Uni-
versity of Oregon Honor Roll for the winter semester. 

School News


