
During Monday’s borough 
assembly meeting, assistant fire 
chief Dave Berg presented a pe-
tition to the assembly request-
ing that they fill the vacant 
emergency medical services co-
ordinator position. 

The petition had over 25 sig-
natures from members of the 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire De-

partment. If the borough were 
to fill the vacant position, then 
the Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Department would have a des-
ignated person available to 
train EMS volunteers and free 
up Fire/EMS director Sandy 
Dixson’s time to apply for 
grants. Five members of the Pe-
tersburg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment addressed the assembly 
after Berg, while other mem-
bers supported them from the 

audience.  
“The director doesn’t have 

the time to effectively train and 
meet the needs of EMS volun-
teers,” said Berg. 

EMS volunteer numbers are 
dwindling and night coverage 
has been suffering, according to 
Berg. Approximately half of the 
EMS volunteers are trained at a 
lower EMS level and can’t re-
spond to a call without an 
EMT-I or EMT-II in the ambu-
lance. While the lower level 
EMS volunteers, or Emergency 
Trauma Technicians, are eager 
to rise to the next level, it is 
hard to find time to train them, 
said Berg.  

“We can level up and be-
come EMT-Is if we have the 
time and energy to train us,” 
said ETT volunteer Sheena 
Canton. 

Five ETTs could respond to 
a call, but would be unable to 
leave the station without that 
higher level EMS; as a result, 
the department puts out a code 
red if an EMT-I or EMT-II does-
n’t respond. A code red means 
there is a delay in patient care. 
After at least two code reds are 
made for a single call, Dixson 
responds. 

In 2018, the volunteer fire 
department provided 1,200 
hours of volunteer training and 
responded to 150 hours of EMS 
calls.  

Fire department petitions borough 
assembly to fill vacant EMS position 
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The borough’s contract as-
sessors gave the borough as-
sembly, who were acting as the 
board of equalization, a review 
of the remaining unsettled 
property tax appeals between 
property owner Andrew 
Cowan and the assessor on 
April 9. 

Every four years, the bor-
ough’s contract assessors cycle 
through different areas of the 
borough evaluating current 
building permits as needed. 
This year the assessors evalu-
ated the canneries and proper-
ties near the borough’s 
cemetery. The assessors re-
ceived 81 appeals from 53 ap-

pellants. Last year, there were 
110 appeals, according to 
Shannon McCullough of the 
borough’s finance department. 
A majority of the appeals in 
2019 and 2018 were seeking a 
lower value.  

“We spent a lot of time 
walking down lots and talking 
to people and ended up with 
about 81 appeals,” said Mike 
Renfro, one of the borough 
contract assessors. 

Before the April 9 board of 
equalization meeting, all ap-
peals had been resolved and 
withdrawn except for an ap-
peal made by Andrew Cowan. 
In a petition for adjustment, 
Cowan stated that the prop-
erty south of his lot on S. 
Mitkof Highway, which is 

owned by Gerald Yoder, was 
purchased for $57,500 in 2018. 
Cowan’s lot was assessed for 
$65,300, but took into account 
that improvements were made 
to the property. Additionally, 
Renfro said that Yoder’s lot 
was purchased in 2017 and not 
2018. Cowan appealed to have 
his waterfront property lot val-

ued at $57,500. 
Renfro recommended that 

the board of equalization 
maintain the value of Cowan’s 
property at $65,300. Cowan 
was not present at the meeting 
and was unable to give a re-
buttal. 

“The $65,300 is a fair and 
equitable value,” said Renfro. 

“It’s not discriminatory. It 
takes into account the side im-
provements. No one else  
along Falls Creek on either 
side of Andrew appealed. 
They’re all valued using the 
same basis.” 

The board of equalization 
voted to keep Cowan’s lot val-
ued at $65,300. 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  
USED CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT  
CATERPILLAR 320 EXCAVATOR 

Petersburg Borough is seeking proposals for the purchase of 
a used Caterpillar 320 Excavator to replace the Borough’s ex-
isting 1992 Caterpillar 240B. This unit serves as the Borough’s 
mainline excavator for maintenance and construction projects. 
The proposal due date is 2:00 
pm on Friday, April 26th, 2019. 

For more information or to 
request a copy of the RFP, con-
tact Public Works Director 
Chris Cotta at (907) 772-4430 
or ccotta@petersburgak.gov. 
Published: April 4, 11, 18, 2019

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors 
of the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will hold a 
 Special Board Meeting on April 22, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. AKDT, 
via teleconference, in the offices of the Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency, 1900 First Avenue, Suite 318, Ketchikan, Alaska.!The 
purpose of the meeting will be for consideration and approval of 
a contract, minutes, and reimbursement cost for supplemental 
diesel, and consideration of a revised operations plan. A next  
special board meeting date may also be determined. For  
additional information, please call 907.228.2281.!  
Publish: April 18,  2019 

   

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct 
transport operations for the spring of 2020 season to tender live 
fry from SSRAA hatcheries to SSRAA remote release sites located 
in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be accepted until June 1, 
2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go to www.ssraa.org or 
call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct  
rearing operations for the spring of 2020 season at its McLean Arm 
rearing site located in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be  
accepted until June 1, 2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go 
to www.ssraa.org or call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

907-772-3464 
Mon. - Sat. 10a - 5p 

Flower Farm 

Opening for Spring 

Garden 
Center 

Located at 105 Haugen Drive

Pansies and Violas  
ready for Easter Baskets  
Pansy and Viola Bags,  

select perennials  
Compost and Black  
Gold Potting Soil 

ON STAGE AT THE WRIGHT AUDITORIUM 
MON., APRIL 29 & TUES., APRIL 30 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 • SHOW STARTS AT 6:00 
$10 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT LEE’S CLOTHING

MDT STUDIO PRESENTS 

BEST OF BROADWAY

PETERSBURG FISHERIES 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 
A Division of Icicle Seafoods, Inc.

Join us for a delicious lunch of 
homemade soup and bread in   

The Holy Cross House

Annual Petersburg Lutheran Church  

BASEMENT, BAKE  
& SOUP SALE 

TREASURES GALORE  
IN CHURCH BASEMENT  

All proceeds go to local charities

Saturday, April 27, 10a - 2p

NOTICE TO CREDITORS  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Karl Lee Hagerman has been 

appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Norma Elizabeth 
Hagerman.! All persons having claims against the said deceased are 
required to present their claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this Notice or said claims will be forever 
barred.! Claims must either be presented to Karl Lee Hagerman, Per-
sonal Representative, c/o Faulkner Banfield, P.C., 8420 Airport Boule-
vard, Suite 101, Juneau, Alaska 99801-6924, or filed with the Superior 
Court for the State of Alaska, First Judicial District at Juneau, Alaska, 
1JU-19-00106 PR. 
Published: April 4, 11 and 18, 2019

Sermon Title: “Turning a Full-Size Bully into a 90-lb Weakling” 
*Worship Services will be at 10am through the summer* 

You are Warmly Invited to  
Worship together and share Brunch at  

Petersburg Bible Church Petersburg Bible Church 
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Easter Sunday – April 21, 2019 
Sunday Service at 10:00 am 

Followed by Brunch 

Assessors settle remaining property tax appeals
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Proclamation of Appreciation
Mayor Mark Jensen, left, presents a Proclamation of Appreciation to retired fire chief Doug Welde 
for his dedication to the Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department and Petersburg for over the past 50 
years at Monday’s borough assembly meeting.

BRIAN VARELA  / Petersburg Pilot

Kids can help color the eggs  
Thursday, April 18th during burger  
night from 5:30 pm - 8:00 pm  
 
Egg Hunt is open to the  
public at Sandy Beach 

1:00 pm, Sandy Beach Park 
Easter Sunday, April 21st  

Elk’s Lodge #1615 Annual  
Easter Egg Hunt


