
The Southeast Alaska 
Power Agency, representing 
the communities of Wrangell, 
Petersburg, and Ketchikan, 
decided to postpone a reim-
bursement plan to its two 
northern communities in 
their last meeting.  

Petersburg and Wrangell 
took on additional costs to 
keep the lights on in their 
towns over the past months, 
which they felt SEAPA 
should compensate them for. 
In a brief summary of recent 
events, Wrangell and Peters-
burg both receive hy-
dropower from Tyee Lake. 
Due to dry weather last year, 
however, water levels in the 
lake were low. SEAPA also 
sold some hydropower to 
Ketchikan, which was also 
dealing with its own power 
issues. The water levels in 
both Tyee Lake and Swan 
Lake, where Ketchikan usu-
ally draws its hydropower, 
neared their draft limits. To 
conserve what water was left 
in the lakes, Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg switched to diesel 

power from Feb. 15 to March 
28. 

According to documents 
provided by Steve Prysunka, 
mayor of Wrangell and 
SEAPA board member, the 
board of directors agreed to 
reimburse Wrangell and Pe-
tersburg for the use of their 
diesel generators on Feb. 28. 
The money for reimburse-
ment would come out as a re-
duction in SEAPA’s revenue. 
According to the document, 
Wrangell spent a total 
$564,163 in diesel and over-
time costs. Petersburg spent 
$754,055. 

The document goes on to 
explain that the final cost of 
the reimbursement would be 
minus the 6.8 cents per kilo-
watt hour of power the two 
communities typically pay 
for hydropower. As there 
was a little over 7 million 
kWh generated between the 
two towns, the final  
total of the reimbursement 
package comes out to 
$841,786. Wrangell will re-
ceive $358,555, according to 
the document, and  
Petersburg will receive 
$483,231. 

“That covers the cost of 
diesel, and overtime,” said 
SEAPA CEO Trey Acteson. 

However, in their most re-
cent board meeting this 
week, the SEAPA board de-
cided to postpone the pay-
ment. Acteson explained that 

the board had a tentative 
agreement to reimburse the 
communities, but no formal 
action had been taken yet. He 
said that they wanted to clear 
the situation with auditors 
first. He did say, however, 
that the public can anticipate 

formal action to be taken by 
the board soon, in their next 
meeting. The next SEAPA 
board meeting is scheduled 
for June, he said, but it is 
likely the board will hold an 
emergency meeting before 
then.
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WRANGELL-PETERSBURG RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING NOTICE AND CALL FOR PROJECT PROPOSALS  

The Wrangell-Petersburg-Kake Resource Advisory Committee (RAC) will be meeting on Saturday, 
May 11th 2019 and Saturday, May 25th 2019. The purpose of the meetings is to review the progress 
of previously funded projects, review new project proposals, and make recommendations for funding 
of projects through Title II of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self Determination Act (PL 
110-343).  

The meetings will take place via video teleconference at the Wrangell and Petersburg Ranger Dis-
trict Offices. The RAC will meet from 8:00am to 2:00pm, or until business is concluded on May 11th, 
and from 8:00am to 3:00pm or until business is concluded on May 25th. The meetings are open to the 
public. A toll free teleconference number will be available for individuals who wish to attend by tele-
phone. Committee discussion is limited to Forest Service staff and Committee members. However, a 
one-hour public comment period beginning at 9:00am will be open during the meetings. Individuals 
wishing to make an oral statement should request in writing at least five days prior to the meeting in 
order to be scheduled on the agenda.  

Title II funds may be used for projects that benefit the National Forest and have broad-based support 
with objectives that may include, but are not limited to: 

•  Road, trail, and infrastructure maintenance or obliteration 
• Soil productivity improvement 
• Improvements in forest ecosystem health 
• Watershed restoration and maintenance 
• Restoration, maintenance and improvement of wildlife and fish habitat 
• Control of noxious and exotic weeds 
• Reestablishment of native species 
New project proposal forms are available at the Petersburg and Wrangell 

Ranger District offices. To be considered at a committee meeting, proposals should be submitted in 
writing no later than five days prior to the meeting. Proposals will continue to be accepted after that 
date, but sufficient funding may not be available to consider all proposals received. For assistance 
with the form, or for other information pertaining to the meetings, please contact Linda Slaght, RAC 
Coordinator, at 772-3871 or by e-mail at linda.slaght@usda.gov.  For other information, contact either 
of the Designated Federal Officials; Ted Sandhofer, Acting Petersburg District Ranger, 772-3871 or 
Martin Hutten, Acting Wrangell District Ranger, 874-2323. 
￼The USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. 

Published: April 25 and May 2, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct 
transport operations for the spring of 2020 season to tender live 
fry from SSRAA hatcheries to SSRAA remote release sites located 
in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be accepted until June 1, 
2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go to www.ssraa.org or 
call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc., 

(SSRAA), is soliciting bids from interested parties to conduct  
rearing operations for the spring of 2020 season at its McLean Arm 
rearing site located in southern Southeast Alaska. Bids will be  
accepted until June 1, 2019 at 4:00 pm. For more information go 
to www.ssraa.org or call 225-9605. 
Published: March 14, 21, 28, April 4, 11, 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16, 
23 and 30, 2019

TWIN CREEK FEED STORE
Tues. – Sat., 10 - 6 • Closed Sun., Mon. & Major Holidays 

 203 Chief John Lott St.• twincreekfeedstore@gmail.com

All Chicken Food 
4 Bags for $100 

Bails of Straw 
$24.95, Save $5!

PETERSBURG  
MEDICAL CENTER 

Quality care, close to home 
772-4291 — PMC Clinic 772-4299

Attention visitors to  
Petersburg Medical Center:   

Maintenance is scheduled on the main  
elevator April 24th through May 4th. 
The elevator will be out of service  
during this time.   
Please use the entrance on Fram Street for 
business on the first floor and use the ER 
entrance to access the 2nd floor.   
We apologize for the inconvenience and 
appreciate your understanding.

ON STAGE AT THE WRIGHT AUDITORIUM 
MON., APRIL 29 & TUES., APRIL 30 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 • SHOW STARTS AT 6:00 
$10 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT LEE’S CLOTHING

MDT STUDIO PRESENTS 

BEST OF BROADWAY

 
TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST 

MICROSALE PROGRAM 
The Petersburg Ranger District is offering an annual  Microsale 

program. A microsale is a timber sale consisting of dead and down 
timber which has been  proposed by a  prospective purchaser and is 
approved by the District Ranger. Microsales can only occur in ap-
proved locations. The sale can then be offered for bid using an infor-
mal advertisement, Tongass Standard Rates and a short bid form. 
Wood fiber from a microsale may be utilized for sawlog and/or value 
added wood products for small timber entities. Maximum size for a 
microsale is 50,000 Board Feet (50 MBF) and/or $10,000  in adver-
tised value.   

No legal advertisement for specific microsales will be made.  In-
formation regarding microsale opportunities and bid forms will be 
posted at the front desk of the Petersburg Ranger District office. 
Prospective bidders must submit completed bid forms to the District 
office bid box during normal office hours. The period of  
advertisement will be 10:00 AM Thursday morning until 1:00 PM the 
following Tuesday (5 days).  Bid openings will be held at 2:00 PM 
Tuesday. For additional information on microsales please  
contact the Petersburg Ranger District: (907) 772-3871 or  
(907) 772-5949. 

The USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
Published: April 25, 2019

SEAPA postpones $841,000 payment to Wrangell and Petersburg
 
By CALEB VIERKANT 
Pilot writer

Plastic  
art and  

education

Elizabeth Roberts, center, teaches Mrs. Brock’s first grade class about the harmful effects of plastic 
getting into the ocean. She brought a box filled with pieces of plastic that she found littered around 
beaches to give the kids a visual aid of just how much everyday plastic items get into the ocean. 
Roberts said 80 percent of that litter comes from the land and finds its way to the water whether the 
wind blows it or rain washed it into the ocean. “If you guys pick stuff up you find on the ground, you’ll 
be doing the fish a favor,” said Roberts.

Rebel McGrath smiles as she 
tries fitting different pieces of 
plastic together. 

Gillian O-Soup, Sydney Popp and Sabrein Cole play with various pieces of plastic that Elizabeth 
Roberts brought to class. Every student at Rae C. Stedman Elementary School will be completing 
their own individual art project with recycled pieces of plastic that will be on display in the Petersburg 
Public Library next month.


