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About Town

Matanuska breakdown fourth since February

BIRTHDAYS & A NNIVERSARIES
The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on
the Community Calendar.
Those with birthdays this week are: April 29: Cole Rhoden, Jessica King, Jessica Peeler, Kathy Clark, Leiah Kittams.
May 1: Bradee Luhr. May 2: Beth Richards, David Ellis, Erik
Olsen, Heather Dixson, Kelly Aho, Sydney Beck. May 3:
Alexis Weeks, Vava Wikan. May 4: Danny Christensen, Vicki
Bussell. May 6: Larry Goade, Rick Versteeg, Seth McCallum.
Those with anniversaries this week are: April 29: Bill Tremblay & Cindy Lagoudakis.
If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 772-9393.

Stork report
Samuel William McCallum weighing six pounds, four ounces and Bristol Lynn McCallum weighing six pounds, 10 ounces were born
on April 4 in Seattle, Washington to Reba Temple and Seth McCallum.

USCG
decommissions
storied cutter
in Alaska
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) — The
U.S. Coast Guard has decommissioned a ship whose home port
was in Alaska after almost 50
years in service.
The cutter Douglas Munro
was decommissioned in a ceremony in Kodiak on Saturday.
The ship was commissioned
in 1971 and has served across the
world. The Coast Guard said the
Douglas Munro had been used
for
search
and
rescue, fisheries enforcement,
counterpiracy efforts, disaster relief and oceanographic research
support.
“During my time aboard I
have witnessed the sacrifices of
the crew as they spent time away
from their loved ones in service
to their country,” said Capt. Riley
Gatewood, commanding officer
of the Douglas Munro.
The Douglas Munro had supported rescue operations for
countries affected by a devastating 2004 tsunami in the Indo-Pacific region, the Juneau Empire
reported.
The ship and its crew had also
participated in the largest coldwater rescue mission in the Coast
Guard’s history, Gatewood said.
The fishing ship Alaska Ranger
had developed a leak and sank in
the Bering Sea during storms and
high seas in 2008.
The Douglas Munro, with
help from other fishing vessels
and helicopters in the area, rescued 42 of the Alaska Ranger’s
47-person crew. Four crew members died while another was presumed dead after his remains
were never found.
Gatewood and the rest of the
ship’s crew will accompany the
cutter to Seattle. There, the ship
will have its classified technology and weapons systems removed. It will also be repainted.

Styrofoam cups
never decompose.
Get the picture?
Don’t litter!

Read the

Public Notices

• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY
• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

PETERSBURG BOROUGH
ASSEMBLY MEETING FORMAT CHANGE
The Petersburg Borough Assembly will change their meeting
format to Zoom beginning with the May 3, 2021 meeting. The
agenda will be published the week prior to the meeting and will
contain the meeting information for public viewing and/or
participation. Members of the public who wish to speak during a
Public Hearing or under Persons to be Heard Related or Unrelated to
the Agenda will need to register with the Borough Clerk’s office prior
to the meeting. The deadline to register will be one hour before the
meeting starts. To register to speak during an upcoming meeting,
email Clerk Thompson at dthompson@petersburgak.gov or call
772-5405.
Regular Assembly Meetings are held:
1st Monday of each month at 12:00 p.m. (Noon)
3rd Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
Please contact Clerk Thompson with
questions. Thank you for your patience
during this transition.
Published: April 29, May 6 and 13, 2021
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By LARRY PERSILY
Sentinel writer

Stork report
Gage
Aries
Bullard
weighing nine pounds, four
ounces and measuring
twenty-one and three
quarters inches long was
born on April 20 in Sitka,
Alaska to George Bullard
and Samantha Lindsey
(Bullard).

The 58-year-old Matanuska
has been at the dock in
Ketchikan since Sunday morning, waiting for repairs, and is
not expected to return to service until Saturday.
It is the ship’s fourth mechanical breakdown since February, stranding passengers
and imposing costs and delays
on travelers with few options.
“The Matanuska is still in
Ketchikan awaiting parts for
repair of the starboard engine,”
the Alaska Marine Highway
System reported in a website
posting Tuesday afternoon. “It
is anticipated the vessel will
get underway northbound Saturday afternoon.”
On Wednesday the AMHS
reported the Matanuska will
depart Ketchikan northbound
on May 1 and will terminate
the sailing at Auke Bay, May 1.
Haines and Skagway passengers and vehicles will be transferred to the LeConte at 5:30
am. The Matanuska will then
proceed to Bellingham nonrevenue in order for technicians to attend the ship. It is
anticipated that the Matanuska
will resume the published
schedule on May 3rd from
Bellingham northbound.
The 408-foot-long mainline
ferry, pulled into Ketchikan
early Sunday morning on its
northbound run out of Bellingham, Washington. Its next stop
was planned for Wrangell.
The Matanuska was first de-

layed on Sunday after two
crew members tested positive
for COVID-19. It was similar to
a week ago Sunday, also on the
first stop out of Bellingham,
when two engineering crew
members tested positive, and
the ship was delayed 11 hours
in Ketchikan.
“Out of an abundance of
caution, the Matanuska was
held in Ketchikan while the entire crew was tested,” state Department of Transportation
spokesman Sam Dapcevich
said of the most recent Sunday
delay.
The two crew members will
isolate in their homes, one in
Ketchikan and the other in
quarantine aboard the ferry
until the ship arrives in Juneau
and the crew member can go
home for isolation, the state reported.
The ship was booked with a
light load out of Ketchikan, just
34 passengers, the state reported. About three dozen passengers and two dozen
vehicles got off at their stop in
Ketchikan. None of the 34 passengers booked to travel farther north are considered close
contacts of the infected crew,
Dapcevich said.
The engine troubles were reported after the ship was held
up for COVID testing.
This week’s breakdown is
the fourth in about two
months. The ship was taken
out of service in late March for
repairs to its starboard engine
and replacement of powerpack cylinder units on its port
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Model A fire truck

Jack Slaght, right, and EMS Coordinator Josh Rathmann, left, drive the Petersburg Volunteer Fire
Departmentʼs Model A fire truck to Scow Bay on April 14. For the past year and a half, the truck had
been in Juneau, getting a new paint job by SS Auto Body & Paint. Assistant Fire Chief Dave Berg
said the paint job cost between $10,000 to $12,000. Slaght, who performed a major overhaul of the
engine in 2014, took the truck to Juneau and brought it back on April 14 on the ferry.
“I personally think itʼs a really awesome part of the volunteer fire departmentʼs history,” said Slaght.
“Itʼs a part of their legacy. Itʼs an old fire fighting warrior they never scrapped.”
The Model A fire truck was in service with the local fire department from 1930 to around 1960.

engine, Dapcevich reported
then.
The ferry also was pulled
out of service mid-March and
was pulled off its run in February with problems in its portside reduction gear box.
“Our ferry system is barely
afloat, and this is just further
proof of that depressing fact,”
Sitka Rep. Jonathan KreissTomkins said Tuesday.
The Matanuska was out for
repairs for almost the entire
first half of 2020 for extensive
repairs to its reduction-gear
system, leaving Southeast communities with no ferry service
for almost two months until

another ship could be put to
work.
It was a troubled return to
service for the ship after an almost two-year stint in the
Vigor shipyard in Portland
2018-2019 for new engines and
other extensive work, at a cost
of more than $40 million.
The system’s other two
larger-capacity vessels, the 58year-old Malaspina, and 48year-old Columbia, are out of
service in need of multimilliondollar repairs and upgrades.
For the ships that are running, the state last week announced it had boosted the
allowable passenger capacity

to 75% aboard the vessels from
the 50% limit imposed to
maintain social distancing and
help prevent COVID-19 infections.
The new 75% capacity limit
will apply to the Matanuska
and Kennicott, which also
serves Bellingham, and the
three ships that recently came
back into service for the busier
summer schedule: The Aurora,
which will serve Prince
William Sound; the LeConte,
which runs between Juneau,
Haines and Skagway; and the
Tustemena, which serves the
Kenai Peninsula, Kodiak and
Southwest Alaska.

PMC’s month, YTD bottom line at odds
By BRIAN VARELA
Pilot writer

This year, give Mom a

Home Spa Day
For Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 9th
The Ultimate Spa Checklist:
✔ DermaRPX Wrinkle ✔ Flawless Legs ✔ Jade Roller
Reducing Cream
Facial Massager
✔ Brompton &
Langley Hand ✔ Tuscan Hills Spa
✔ Flawless Facial
Hair Remover
Cream, Assorted
Bath & Shower Set
Still not sure? Here are more ideas:
Mother’s Pearl Stretch Bracelet, Photo Frames, Body Spray, Body
Wash, Massagers, Watches, Asst. Travel Bags, Russell Stover Candy,
Fragrances, American Greetings Cards

Rexall Drug
PETERSBURG

“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street • 772-3265 • petersburgrexalldrug.com

Closed Sunday

Since January, Petersburg Medical Center
has been operating with a negative bottom line,
but Controller Rocio Tejera told the PMC Board
of Directors at their meeting on April 22 that
it’s important to look at the year-to-date bottom line.
On March 31, PMC reported a negative bottom line of $676,722 for the month, according
to financial documents presented to the hospital board. However, the hospital has a positive
year-to-date bottom line of $540,192. The bottom line is the hospital’s total income after all
the hospital’s expenses have been deducted
from its revenue.
For the month of December, PMC had a yearto-date bottom line of $1,655,884, which was the
last month the hospital reported a positive bottom line. Between Jan. 1 and March 31, PMC’s
year-to-date bottom line dropped from
$1,655,844 to $540,192 due to operating at a loss.
“So the last three months, we have been running on a loss, but there has been more cases of
COVID, less volumes and that’s what has been
driving that,” said Tejera.
In March, PMC reported 56 inpatient days,
but it had originally budgeted for 109 days.
Volumes have also been down all fiscal year.
Year-to-date, PMC has had a total of 704 inpatient days, but the hospital had anticipated 824
inpatient days.

With the exception of emergency room visits
and outpatient treatment rooms, volumes for
other services have been up. Most notable are
home health visits. Since the start of the fiscal
year, home health visits have been up 80.8 percent. PMC had budgeted for 1,350 home health
visits but conducted 2,441 visits.
PMC had a total operating revenue of
$1,320,657 in March, which was down $196,694
from what was budgeted. Tejera said the loss
was impacted by inpatient and long term care
volumes.
Like the hospital’s bottom line, PMC’s total
gross patient revenue was down in March, but
year-to-date, gross patient revenue was up. At
the end of March, PMC was expecting a total
gross patient revenue of $12,879,568 for the fiscal year. Instead, it was $305,419 over budget.
Total expenses for the month of March also
came in over budget. Total expenses reached
$2,010,796 last month, $393,780 over budget.
Tejera said she has been following the release of $8.5 billion in funding to rural health
care providers through the American Rescue
Plan Act that was passed in March. The process
to receive funding hasn’t been released yet, but
she said there will likely be an application
process.
“The American Rescue funding, this is
something I look at everyday,” said Tejera.
“The first thing I do in the morning is to see if
there have been any updates. There has not
been any updates on it.”

