
Alaska legislators, Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy, Lt. Gov. Nancy 
Dahlstrom and the commission-
ers in charge of state agencies 
will see pay raises after the Leg-
islature missed the final dead-
line for a bill needed to block 
the increases. 

Starting July 1, Alaska’s gov-
ernor will be paid approxi-
mately $176,000 per year, the 
lieutenant governor about 
$140,000, and commissioners 
will receive about $168,000 per 
year. 

Legislators will be paid 
$84,000 per year, up from 
$50,400, starting next January. 

The increases are the result 
of a convoluted series of events 
that saw Dunleavy, Speaker of 
the House Cathy Tilton and 
Senate President Gary Stevens 
wholly replace a salary-setting 
commission. 

With limited public notice, 
the five new commissioners ap-
proved a new pay plan that 
awarded raises to legislators 
and top members of the execu-
tive branch. 

Legislators blocked a pay 
proposal from the prior mem-
bers of the commission and 
could have stopped this new 
pay hike too, but key members 
of the Senate were in favor of 
the pay increase, and House 
lawmakers stalled on the bill 
needed to disapprove the in-
crease. 

Monday was the deadline to 
pass the disapproval bill 

through the House and Senate, 
and on Tuesday, members of the 
House took a performative 
vote, advancing the bill on a 33-
7 vote. 

Rep. Craig Johnson, R-An-
chorage and chair of the House 
Rules Committee, scolded 
members of the House, saying 
that the bill could have ad-
vanced to a vote as early as 
March, but lawmakers weren’t 
willing to sign a “chit sheet” af-
firming their support for the 
bill. 

“Roughly half this body 
said, I’m not signing it,” John-
son said, explaining why the 
bill didn’t advance to a final 
vote sooner. 

Legislators needed only 
three days to pass a similar dis-
approval bill through both 
House and Senate in 2022. That 
bill would have cut total legisla-
tive compensation rather than 
increase it. 

On Tuesday, legislators said 
this year’s pay increase is diffi-
cult to defend. 

“We’re going to have a lot of 
explaining to do. That’s a really 
high pay raise,” said Rep. Alyse 
Galvin, I-Anchorage. 

Several members of the 
House said that it makes little 
sense to increase legislative 
salaries in a year when the Leg-
islature has gone through all 
but one day of the session with-
out approving a state budget. 

“For my conscience, I have to 
at least make a statement — cut 
the PFD, shut down the govern-
ment, give me a raise — it just 
doesn’t sit well,” Johnson said. 

Reps. Zack Fields, D-An-
chorage, and George Rauscher, 
R-Sutton, were among a small 
but vocal minority of House 
members who said the pay in-
crease is warranted — not be-
cause of actions this year, but 
because legislative pay has 
failed to keep up with duties 
and inflation. “It may be an un-
popular position … but I’ll 
make the argument because it’s 
the right argument,” Fields 
said. 

At its current level, legisla-
tive pay “makes it impossible 
for working-class parents to 
serve,” he said. 

There hadn’t been any salary 
increases since 2011, but the 
new increase for legislators ex-
ceeds the amount of inflation 
since then.  

Legislators are required to 
maintain a household in their 
home district and must pay for 
accommodations in Juneau dur-
ing the legislative session. 

Legislators receive per diem 
expense payments — those typ-
ically add up to more than 
$30,000 per year on top of salary 
— but some members of the 
House said that doesn’t fully 
compensate for the cost of liv-
ing. 

Rauscher said his take-home 
pay works out to $39,000 per 
year, and that means only 
wealthy people can afford to 
serve in the Legislature. 

“I don’t think just retired 
people with another retirement 
(income) should be able to sit 
here in my seat because they 
can afford to do what I’m 

doing,” he said. 
Even if the bill disapproving 

pay increases had passed the 
House earlier this year, it’s 
doubtful that it would have 
passed the state Senate. 

“I think it’s a fair salary,” 
said Senate President Gary 
Stevens, R-Kodiak. “You know, 
we are dealing with billions of 
dollars. And I think we want to 
attract people who may not 
want to leave the job they have. 
I think the salary increase may 

make it more possible for many 
people to serve in the Legisla-
ture.” 

Stevens’ perspective appears 
to be backed by a majority of 
the Senate, as evinced by a 
budget vote Monday. 

Though they’ve come into 
effect, the higher pay rates are 
still subject to the Legislature’s 
willingness to take money from 
the state treasury to pay for 
them. 

Sen. Mike Shower, R-Wasilla, 

proposed on Monday to cut the 
additions from the state budget. 

“This is a significant in-
crease, and I can’t justify going 
home and explaining that to the 
folks at home with how things 
are going economically,” 
Shower said. 

Shower’s proposal was de-
feated, 13-7. 

 
The Alaska Beacon is an inde-

pendent, donor-funded news or-
ganization. Alaskabeacon.com. 
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Knocking on Heaven’s Door, choreographed by Caroline Crain. Left to Right: 
Gabriele Whitacre, Meghyn O’Soup, Kesia Luhr,Freya Tucker, and Hannah 
Slaven.

MDT dance recital rocks the stage
Mitkof Dance Troupe’s Spring 
Recital, “Rock & Roll Radio,” 
was performed to sold-out 
crowds at the Wright Auditorium 
on May 6 and 7. After struggling 
through the pandemic, MDT is 
thriving again with five teachers 
and  115 students. 
(Pictured right) Piano Man, cho-
reographed by Alice Wegener. 
Left to right, back: Bella Miller, 
Mette Miller, Sophia Cotta, Ruby 
Litster, Emi Anderson, Cadum 
Whitethorn, Jillian Versteeg, Re-
becca Midkiff, and Kaija Wood. 
Front: Quinn Slaven.

Tiny Dancer, choreographed by Alice Wegener. Left to right, front: Ella Crump, Brea 
Randrup, Johnnie Hess, Ivy Worhatch. Middle: Audrey Boggs, Kennedee Cole-Schultz, 
Maria Holder, Libby Taiber. Back: Leonah Slaven, Sabrein Cole, Lucy Petersen, Lora 
Lombard, Heidi Stolpe.

LIZZIE THOMPSON / Petersburg Pilot

Welcome to the Jungle, Choreographed by Kelsey Lambe. Left to right: Lakell Dein-
hardt, Freya Tucker, Kate Thompson, Gabriele Whitacre, Anya Pawuk, Brooklyn 
Whitethorn.

House and Senate failed to pass a bill that would have blocked the 
pay hikes for Alaska’s legislators and top executive-branch officials
 
By JAMES BROOKS  
Alaska Beacon

 PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
SEAPA Annual Maintenance Shutdown 2023 

Fuel Adjustment Charge & Call for Energy Conservation 
SEAPA will be shutting down the hydroelectric feed to 

Petersburg from May 31st – June 9th  to allow for numerous 
critical maintenance activities at Tyee Lake, Swan Lake and the 
SEAPA Intertie transmission line. The Borough Assembly has 
recently approved a fuel adjustment charge that will be used to 
offset a portion of the diesel fuel expense incurred by PMPL 
during the SEAPA shutdown.  The fuel adjustment charge is 
directly related to how much diesel fuel is needed to meet 
Petersburg’s power demands while SEAPA Hydro is unavailable.    

The fuel adjustment charge will be calculated based on the diesel 
fuel expense and the amount of diesel generation compared to 

overall power sales during the subject billing period.  The charge is applied to customer’s kilowatt hour usage 
during the May/June billing cycle.  This one-time charge will be a separate 
line item on the utility billings that will be sent out in July.    

In preparation, Petersburg Municipal Power & Light advises customers 
to conserve energy, from May 15th through June 26th so the fuel 
adjustment charge will be minimized as much as possible.  The less power 
all customers use, the less diesel fuel is needed to meet local power 
demands and the lower the additional cost will be for everyone.     

PMPL thanks our customers for their understanding, support, and conservation efforts. 
If you have any questions, please call PMPL at 772-5433. 

Published: May 11 and 18, 2023

at Petersburg School District

772-4234  •  800-950-4265

Monday, May 22 
WG Beef Sloppy Joe 
Tuesday, May 23 

WG Taco 
Wednesday, May 24 

WG Hot Dog 
Thursday, May 25 

WG Enchilada 
Friday, May 26 

Asian Chicken 
WG Rice 

 
 
 
 

BREAKFAST MENU - 
Served With Milk & Choice of: 

Fresh Fruit, Applesauce or  
Dried Cranberries 

 Homemade Granola with 
Yogurt, Smoothie and Granola, 

Fruit Parfait and Granola, 
French Toast, Oatmeal, 
Homemade Muffin, and 

Cereals 
Don’t like Lunch Menu?  

Try the Salad Bar 
All Breakfast and Lunch Meals 

Served with Milk 
*WG = Whole Grain



Ground deformation beneath 
the Mt. Edgecumbe volcano con-
tinued in 2023, but no eruption 
is imminent, a team of experts 
said at a Sitka public meeting 
Monday night. 

But the experts, volcanolo-
gists from the Alaska Volcano 
Observatory, said they plan ad-
ditional research this summer 
around the Kruzof Island land-
mark. 

Activity beneath the volcanic 
cone came to the observatory’s 
attention in April 2022 after an 
earthquake “swarm” was de-
tected there. Follow-up analysis 
of satellite data showed the 
mountain deforming at a rate of 
8.7 centimeters annually, the ob-
servatory reported last spring on 
the U.S. Geological Survey web-
site. 

Since then, the AVO has up-
dated the figure to about 10.4 cm 
of yearly deformation, volcanol-
ogist Cheryl Cameron told the 
Sentinel this week. Long classi-
fied as “dormant,” Mt. Edge-
cumbe is now officially classified 
as an active volcano because of 
the subterranean activity. 

Cameron, who is based in 
Fairbanks, spoke to the Sentinel 
during her visit to Sitka. 

“The overarching message is 
that we don’t see any sign of that 
magma currently coming any 
closer to the surface,” Cameron 
said. “But if we did, if it was 
leading toward eruption, we’d 
see lots more earthquakes. It’s 
actually been pretty seismically 
quiet in the last year. We would 
see heat and we would see gas 
changes from satellite sensors in 
space. We would see a change in 
that deformation rate, we think 
we would have months to 
weeks of heightened activity 
prior to any eruption.” 

Formed in 1988, the observa-
tory operates with state and fed-
eral agencies including the U.S. 
Geological Survey, the Geophys-
ical Institute of the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks, and the State 
of Alaska Division of Geological 
and Geophysical Surveys. 
Cameron works for the State of 
Alaska under the Department of 
Natural Resources. She was in 
town with another volcanolo-
gist, Kristi Wallace, who works 
for the U.S. Geological Survey. 

After last year’s flurry of ac-
tivity, AVO installed a seis-
mometer on the mountain to 
monitor activity more closely, 
and plans to return to town in 
July to place additional sensory 
equipment, although permits 
from the U.S. Forest Service are 
pending. 

“We have only one ground-

based monitoring session on 
Edgecumbe,” Cameron said. 
“The type of earthquakes that 
we’re looking for are associated 
with magma and fluid move-
ment; they’re really tiny. They’re 
not like tectonic quakes… We 
want to precisely locate those in 
3-D space under the Earth’s 
crust. And so to do that, we gen-
erally to have at least four seis-
mometers on a volcano.” 

In this summer’s project the 
team plans to put in three more 
stations. “So we would sur-
round Mt. Edgecumbe proper, 
because that’s where our mod-
eling is showing that the intru-
sion is happening,” Cameron 
said. 

And even though magma 

has risen, it’s still many kilome-
ters deep, she noted. 

“Lots of magmatic intrusions 
never make it to the surface, al-
though some do,” she said. 

Under clear skies, Cameron 
spoke with the Sentinel on a 
walk through Sitka National 
Historical Park Tuesday, with 
Mt. Edgecumbe the landmark 
defining the western horizon. 

Cameron said Monday’s 
public forum was well attended. 

“One of the great things 
about this kind of community 
involvement work is Sitkans are 
really engaged and involved 

and they’re very knowledgeable 
and thoughtful.” 

Some of the 100 Sitkans at-
tending Monday’s public pres-
entation asked about local 
tectonics, hot springs, and an 
image that showed up on a 
boat’s fishfinder in Nakwasina 
Sound in December 2022 that 
showed what appeared to be a 
miniature volcano erupting on 
the seafloor. 

Cameron said the location of 
the Nakswasina phenomenon 
“is way outside of the Mt. Edge-
cumbe volcanic field, not a vol-
cano. We knew that right away.” 

“We were like, well, what is 
it? And we thought, maybe a 
mud volcano. But the more we 
poked into it, the more it just 

seems like it’s a reflection of the 
difference between, perhaps, 
temperature or salinity associ-
ated with a tide change… We 
knew right away it wasn’t re-
lated to volcanic magma. It’s just 
too far north and east,” she said. 

Even though the strange 
sighting wasn’t volcanic, 
Cameron was glad the observers 
reached out to AVO to report it. 

“I would rather be contacted 
100 times with things that turn 
out not to be really the volcano, 
than to miss something,” she 
said. 

Observations can be reported 
to the volcano center through 
the website 
https://avo.alaska.edu/con-
tact.php. 

Community interest and 
communication are important, 
as the observatory can’t keep 
track of everything on its own, 
Cameron said. 

“There’s been a lot of interest, 
which is really understandable,” 
she said. “But also we encourage 
people in the community, if they 
see something unusual, to con-
tact us with their observations. 
Quite a number of people have 
done so, which we really appre-
ciate because we are here at 
AVO, we’re not here in Sitka, we 
can’t see it every day. We don’t 
get to go to Kruzof on a regular 
basis. And so we’re really de-
pendent on community observa-
tions, as well as our geophysical 
instrumentation.” 
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Senior  

Meals 

All meals will be delivery-only 
and delivery begins at 4:30 on 

weekdays. 
 

MONDAY, May 22 

Baked Salmon, Potato Wedges, 
Broccoli Salad,  

Dinner Roll, Spice Cake 
TUESDAY, May  23 

Beef Stroganoff, Carrot Sticks, 
Dinner Roll, Pear Salad 

WEDNESDAY, May 24 

Pulled Pork Sandwiches, Bean and Corn Salad,  
Mandarin Oranges, Yogurt Cups 

THURSDAY, May 25 

Stuffed Cabbage Rolls, Mixed Vegetables, Spinach Salad,  
Apple, Cheese Slices 

FRIDAY, May 26 

Chicken Caesar Wraps, Brown Rice, Sliced Tomatoes,  
Orange Fluff, Cake 

 

Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-4331 be-

fore noon to place your order. Everyone age 60 and older 

and spouses are eligible for senior meals. The menu is sub-

ject to change without notice. NO MEALS WILL BE 

SERVED at MVM for the time being. 

Public Notice  
Proposed City Creek Trail Phase 2 construction  

A public meeting for the 
proposed City Creek Trail 
Phase 2 construction will 
be held on Monday, June 
12, 2023, at 4:30 pm, at the 
Elizabeth Peratrovich 
Building, Petersburg Indian Association (PIA) conference 
room at 15 N. 12th Street, Petersburg, AK. The public is 
invited to attend this meeting and offer comments concerning 
the proposed trail construction.  

The proposed plans may be obtained at the PIA office or 
viewed online at the PIA website. For more information 
contact Petersburg Indian Association, PO Box 1410, 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 or call 907-772-3636.  
Published: May 11, 18, 25, June 1 and 8, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

INVITATION TO BID 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Borough will receive sealed bids for the SEWER LINE 

REPAIR – PETERSBURG COMMUNITY CENTER. The project generally consists of the removal 
and replacement of sewer line beneath indoor concrete slab floor and into adjoining rooms with 
plumbing fixtures, as needed. The work will be done indoors with said portion of Community Center 
closed to the public for duration of project.  Approximately 200’ of sewer line to be replaced. All 
building and room finishes are to be saved and replaced as found.  Floor finishes will require new and 
old replacement.  The existing excavated material will be stored in the east yard of the project parking 
lot. This excavated material will be reused in the fill, minus any unsuitable material. 

The estimated construction and replacement cost for the base bid is approximately $415,000. All 
Work must be completed by September 15, 2023. 

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Borough, Post Office Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 
99833, located upstairs in the Municipal Building, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
until 2:00 p.m. prevailing time on Friday, June 16, 2023 at which time the bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud in the Assembly Chambers Conference Room. 

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Parks and Recreation Office, located 
at 300 N. Third St., Petersburg, Alaska 99833 (907) 772-3392. A non-refundable fee of $30.00 made 
payable to the Petersburg Borough is required for each set of contract documents. Additional charges 
will be required for special handling or delivery of the documents by means other than first class mail. 
The Contract Documents may also be downloaded free of charge on the Petersburg Borough website 
(www.petersburgak.gov) under the sections “How Do I?” then “Bids and RFPs”. Downloading Contract 
Documents from the Petersburg Borough website requires completing a bid advertisement form to 
receive changes or addenda. Failure to fill out the form may adversely affect your proposal. It is the 
Offeror’s responsibility to insure that they have received all Addenda affecting this Solicitation. 

Petersburg Standard Specifications (CPSS) are available for an additional fee of $60.00 made 
payable to the Petersburg Borough or available for free on the Borough’s website 
www.petersburgak.gov. Additional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the 
documents by means other than first class mail. All documents may be obtained at the Parks and 
Recreation office. 

Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference that will be held in Petersburg 
on Friday, June 02, 2023, from 1:00 – 2:00 PM at the Assembly Chambers. Attendance by 
teleconference will be available by calling 1-800-315-6338. Callers will need to enter the following 
access code: #45191. Technical questions regarding this project may be direct to the Parks and 
Recreation Director, Stephanie Payne, (907) 772-5445. She is located at the Petersburg Community 
Center Aquatic Office, located at 300 N. Third Street, Petersburg, Alaska. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check or 
certified check made payable to the Petersburg Borough in the amount 
of five percent of the total bid price. 

The Petersburg Borough reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive any informality in a bid, and to make award to the lowest 
responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the interest of the 
Borough. 

Authorized by:  
Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 

Published: May 18, 25, June 1 and 8, 2023
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Gayle Susann Trivette has been
appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Colleen Jeanette
Nicholson. All persons having claims against the said deceased are
required to present their claims within four months after the date of 
the first publication of this Notice or said claims will be forever barred. 
Claims must either be presented to Gayle Susann Trivette, Personal
Representative, c/o Faulkner Banfield, P.C., 8420 Airport Boulevard,
Suite 101, Juneau, Alaska 99801-6924, or filed with the Superior Court 
for the State of Alaska, First Judicial District at Petersburg, Alaska, 
1PE-23-00008PR. 
Published: May 18, 25 and June 1, 2023 

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those with birthdays this week are: May 19: Dan Lasky, 
Thomas Abranson. May 20: Anna Hall, Gayle Andrews, Scott 
Rhoden, Wendel Gilbert. May 22: Drew Ware, Judy Henderson, 
Mary Long. May 23: Ryne Martinsen, Sandy Dixson. May 24: 
Chad Lopez, Nicholas Sakamoto. May 25: Alex Guthrie, Colin 
Perry. 

Those with anniversaries this week are: May 23: Mel and 
Sherry Stockton.  

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-
9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

The winner of the 
Miss Petersburg contest, 
run by the Chamber of 
Commerce, was 
determined by raffle 
ticket sales. This 1969 
program was sent to us 
from Pennsylvania by 
Bob Trojan, formerly of 
the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutter Elderberry. He 
mentioned having “met 
and dated a few young 
ladies of your town” 
when stationed here 
from 1968 – 70. While 
spring cleaning Bob 
found this program, 
stored for 52 years, in the 
bottom of his military 
trunk. “I kept this 
program all these years 
out of nostalgia,” he 
wrote. Queen Polly 
Martens’ court consisted 
of Marilyn Louise Smith, 
Sue Erickson, Kay 
Hoisen, Carol Swanson, 
Lenore Mathisen and 
Cheryl Heiner. 

 

Artifact 
Archive

Becky Regula (left) welcomes Diane Benson and Tony Vita while they 
write an entry into the Kupreanof Day guest book.

7th Annual Kupreanof Day 

CHRIS BASINGER  / Petersburg Pilot

Jon Parker, Tonna Parker, and Sharon Sprague greet hungry 
hikers with hot dogs at the gazebo near the Kupreanof dock. 

In celebration of Kupreanof Day, a record 
200 visitors made the trip across the 
Wrangell Narrows to walk the trails, eat hot 
dogs, and enjoy Sunday's warm weather. 
  
Aaron Hankins shuttles visitors from North 
Harbor to Kupreanof on the harbor security 
boat.

*APR is e!ective as of April 25, 2022, is based on a $150,000 loan with a 180 month term and zero down payment. APR may 
increase based on credit score. Rate and term are subject to change.

Adventure Awaits
 5.41%

APR*

on New Boat Loans with 

Terms up to 15 Years

Ask to speak to a Loan 
Specialist today!

Petersburg Branch    907.772.4277
103 N. Nordic Drive

NEW BOAT LOAN PROMOTION

 
By GARLAND KENNEDY 
Sitka Daily Sentinel 

Experts to monitor Sitka volcano again

Reid Brothers Construction 

Give us a call for all your excavating needs 
772-3755 • 339 Mitkof Highway

• Driveways  • Road Building  • Rock Pads • Drainage   
• Retaining Wall  • Fabric  • Culverts • Piling   
• Landscaping  • Heavy Equipment Repair  
• Underground Utilities •  Haz-mat Certified  
• Crushed Rock •  Site Demolition

Information and photos for this column are provided by the Clausen Memo-
rial Museum.
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Petersburg Pilot


