
Following the Little Nor-
way Festival, Petersburg has 
reported two new cases of 
COVID-19, according to joint 

press releases from the Peters-
burg Borough and Petersburg 
Medical Center.  

The first positive case was 
reported on May 15. The indi-
vidual was a non-resident who 
had traveled to Petersburg ear-
lier in the week and tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 at the 
James A. Johnson Airport, ac-
cording to a joint press release. 
The results of the COVID-19 
test came back after the in-
fected individual had traveled 
to Juneau.  

The second positive case 
was identified on May 17. Ac-
cording to a joint press release, 
the individual was a close con-
tact to a previously positive in-
dividual.  As of Wednesday, the Emer-

gency Operations Center was 
reporting one active case of 
COVID-19 for Petersburg.  

At the COVID-19 commu-
nity update on May 14, Inci-
dent Commander Karl 
Hagerman reminded the com-
munity that Petersburg still 
had local a face mask mandate 
in place.  

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention an-
nounced new recommenda-
tions on May 13 that allow 
individuals fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 to not have 
to wear a face mask or social 
distance both indoors and out-
doors with some exceptions. 
Hagerman welcomed the news 
from the CDC but said the 
guidelines don’t override Pe-
tersburg’s own mask mandate.  

“If we can make it through 
this festival without seeing a 
large outbreak and a large im-
pact on our healthcare system 
here in Petersburg, then it re-
ally is telling me we’re heading 
down the right path, the vacci-

nation is working for us and 
it’s probably time to start dial-
ing some things back,” said 
Hagerman. 

While the EOC didn’t pres-
ent any new recommendations 
related to any local health 
mandates to the Borough As-
sembly at their meeting 
on Monday, Hager-
man said the EOC 
will likely be 
making recom-
mendations in 
the near future.   

The Small Busi-
ness Administra-
tion announced last 
week that its program 
designed to help restaurants 
and bars struggling financially 
due to the pandemic has run 
out of funding, according to 
Community & Economic De-
velopment Director Liz Cabr-
era; however, SBA did set 

aside some funding for small 
businesses whose gross re-
ceipts don’t total more than 
$50,000, which is still avail-
able.  

The deadline to apply for 
the Paycheck Protection Pro-

gram is May 31, but Cabr-
era said funding for 

that program is al-
most out as well.  

The Federal 
C o m m u n i c a -
tion Commis-
sion has created 

a program for 
families and indi-

viduals who are 
struggling to pay for 

broadband internet. Those im-
pacted financially by the pan-
demic can receive up to $75 to 
help offset the cost of broad-
band internet. Cabrera noted 
that GCI is participating in the 
program.

The Anchorage Assembly 
voted last Friday to immedi-
ately revoke the city’s mask 
mandate. On the same day, 
legislative leaders voted to 
make mask-wearing optional 
at the state Capitol — and then 
shed their own face coverings 
after the vote. 

The decision by the Legisla-
tive Council followed new 
guidelines from the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention for people who are 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.  

The new legislative policy 
recommends weekly testing 
for those who are not fully 
vaccinated and for those with 
COVID-19 symptoms or who 
return to Juneau after travel. 
The Capitol remains closed to 
the public. 

The CDC last Thursday re-
leased guidance allowing peo-
ple who are fully vaccinated to 
stop wearing masks outdoors 
in crowds and in most indoor 
settings. The federal guidance 
calls for masks on planes, 
buses and other forms of pub-
lic transportation and at air-
ports. 

The next day, the Anchor-
age Assembly voted 8-1 in a 
special meeting to revoke the 
face mask mandate that had 
been in place since June. 

The Anchorage mayor’s of-
fice said people who are not 
vaccinated against COVID-19 
are encouraged to wear 
masks. The office said busi-
nesses in Anchorage still can 
require mask-wearing if they 
want. 

In Juneau, municipal re-
strictions remain for those not 
fully vaccinated. Those who 
are fully vaccinated no longer 
have to wear masks in indoor 
public areas or at crowded 
outdoor events and do not 
have to wear masks at gyms, 
under revised rules an-
nounced last Friday. 

Masks are required regard-
less of vaccination status in 
Juneau in places like the hos-
pital, school district facilities 
and other settings that choose 
to require them, according to a 
statement from the city. 

Wrangell’s face mask re-
quirement expired April 30, al-
though the borough continues 
to request “that community 
members mask up to help stop 
the community spread of 
COVID,” and recommends, 
“always have a mask on when 
you are around people outside 
of your household.” 

Classifieds

FOR RENT 
 
For rent: 1 bed downtown apart-
ment. Washer/dryer on premises. 
Dishwasher. Heat and water in-
cluded. No pets, no smoking. 
$800 mo. First, Last and damage 
deposit of $600. Apply at Pilot of-
fice. 772-9393 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-6dh 

 
JOBS 

 
The Petersburg Borough is ac-
cepting applications for a 
Water/Wastewater Operator. This 
position assists in the installation 
and maintenance and repair of 
water meters; performs water or 
wastewater laboratory testing and 
analysis; responds to customer 
questions and complaints; per-
forms basic carpentry, painting, 
and plumbing; cleans and main-
tains building facilities and 
grounds; performs physical labor 
such as digging, shoveling, and 
unloading of materials; assists in 
the operation and maintenance of 
all water and wastewater treat-
ment equipment; operates trucks, 
forklifts, maintenance equipment, 
and repair tools as required. Start-

ing wage for this position ranges 
from $17.98 to $24.83, depending 
on the current level of 
water/wastewater certification. 
Water/Wastewater Operator certi-
fication is desired, but not re-
quired for an applicant to be 
considered. Possession of a Class 
A or B Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense is preferred; however, ap-
plicants with the ability to obtain 
the required CDL as soon as pos-
sible will be considered. A full job 
description and employment  
application can be obtained from 
the Borough’s website at.   
w w w. p e t e r s b u r g a k . g o v .. 
Applications will be accepted at 
the front desk of the Borough of-
fice, 12 S. Nordic Street, or 
mailed to P.O. Box 329, Peters-
burg, AK 99833, attn: Human Re-
sources,. or email to 
bregula@petersburgak.gov..until 
position is filled.. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x5-27b205 

Petersburg Borough has an 
opening for a permanent full-time 
Motor Pool Equipment Me-
chanic.. Starting hourly wage for 
this position is $25.44 increasing 
to $28.27 after one year. Three 
years of vehicle repair and main-
tenance employment experience 
is required. Possession of a Class 
A or B Commercial Driver’s Li-
cense with air brake and tanker 
endorsements is preferred; how-
ever, applicants with the ability to 
obtain the required CDL within 
the first six months of employ-
ment will be considered. A full 
job description and employment 
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BILLIKIN TRANSFER 
Your local moving company.

CALL US: 907-772-3123

Moving out of state or across town  
sit back and let us do the work for you. 

We do estimates too! 
Schedule your move.

for Dental positions  
at our Petersburg,  

Oceanside Dental Clinic,  
for the following positions:   
Dental Assistant or Trainee, 

Dental Hygienist, 
Dental Patient Coordinator   

To apply, please visit the SEARHC 
website, www.SEARHC.org. 

PHD CONTRACTING 
GC #160045, Locally Owned 

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Remodeling/Renovation 
CALL 907-518-1688

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Effective 06/01/2021 there will be no u-turns allowed at the 

north end of Main Street, until further notice. It is anticipated that 
this change will be temporary and will not continue after the end 
of canning season. There will also be an additional pedestrian 
crosswalk in place across North Nordic, partway up PFI Hill. These 
changes are being made to ensure the safety of workers waiting to 
gain entry into the OBI cannery through one of the checkpoints set 
up outside. We appreciate the efforts OBI Seafoods is making to 
provide Covid screening in order to ensure the safety of their 
workers and the public and are dedicated to doing our part to 
support these efforts. 

Motorists will need to exercise caution when navigating in this 
area due to the change in traffic patterns and the presence of more 
pedestrians than normal on the road shoulders and in the crosswalk 
areas. If a motorist needs to turn around going north, continue 
northward to 1st Street at the top of PFI Hill, then use Dolphin to 
get back to Main Street. Or alternatively, go up Excel and then back 
down Dolphin. No u-turns will be allowed on Main Street as this 
would result in unsafe conditions. 

We apologize for any inconvenience these changes may cause 
and appreciate your patience as they are implemented. Please call 
Public Works with any questions at 772-4430. Thank you. 
Published: May 20 and 27, 2021

772-3949 
www.rockysmarine.com

Clear, tough and bright, our popular Crossfire II line 
is built to exceed the performance standards of  
similarly priced riflescopes. 

CROSSFIRE II  
RIFLE SCOPES

DON’T LET YOUR EYES  
FOOL YOU 
THEY ARE AFFORDABLE 

Quality, light performance binocular 
that won!t break the bank. 
Models 8x32 to 12x50 available.

 One of print's great advantages is that it lives far longer than 
digital. Marketing experts say that print vehicles like catalogs and 
magazines have shelf lives of two weeks or more.!  And print  
generates many impressions, not only from the initial recipient but 
also from pass-along readership within the household or office.  

Readers also tend to give print their undivided 
attention. They're not multitasking like they  
do in a digital environment. That makes  
print a better platform for establishing brand  
worthiness and value.!

207 N. Nordic Dr. 
ph: 772-9393 • fax: 772-4871 

pilotpub@gmail.com 

Print sells… 

  Day after day. .  .  

Print Has Other Benefits Print Has Other Benefits 
Digital DoesnDigital Doesn' t .  .  .t  .  .  .   

And in a strange twist, the  
proliferation of digital gives print a 
unique new power. Print is special 
and rises above the digital racket. It 
can complement your existing  
digital campaigns and persuade 
consumers to interact with your 
brand online.!

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Closed Memorial Day
NAPA GIFT 

CERTIFICATES  
are always  
appreciated

HIGH TIDE PARTS 
P.O. Box 269, 114 Harbor Way 
Petersburg, AK 99833-0269 
907-772-3440 
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PETERSBURG PILOT 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS cost as little 
as $10.00 for up to 15 words.  

40¢ for additional words.  
6% city sales tax additional. 

 

Deadline for classified ads is:  
5 P.M. Tuesday 

or stop by 207 N Nordic Drive • Petersburg, Alaska

Phone 772-9393 
FAX 772-4871 

pilotpub@gmail.com 
www.petersburgpilot.com 

Legal services for 
your everyday life — 
so you can get back 
to living your life

WWW.FINEWALSHLAW.COM

Working on the garden 
Use of the shoulder or neck yoke has been recorded 

through time, though such humble pieces of wood were 
likely discarded or burned after they had fulfilled their pur-
pose. This example is not designed for use by animals, but 
instead is meant for a person to be able to carry relatively 
heavy or bulky loads. It was certainly part of the stock in 
trade for life on an Alaskan fox farm. Here, Greg Hilde-
brand uses one on Pearl Island to carry seaweed to fertilize 
the family garden. The photo is from an album donated to 
the Clausen Memorial Museum by Gerry Frink. 

Information and photos for this column are provided by the 
Clausen Memorial Museum. 

Artifact Archive

Two positive Covid-19 cases in one week
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Petersburg Medical Center CEO Phil Hofstetter said at the 
COVID-19 community update on May 14 that kids as young as 
12 years old had received their first dose of the Pfizer vaccine at 
a small vaccination clinic that same day.  

An advisory committee within the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention voted in favor of recommending the Pfizer 
vaccination to children as young as 12 years old just two days 
before. The vaccine had previously been available for children 
16 years old and older.  

“It’ll be interesting to see how many students and families 
participate in that throughout the summer,” said Petersburg 
School District Superintendent Erica Kludt-Painter at the 
COVID-19 community update on May 14. “I think it’ll be ramp-
ing up throughout the year.” 

With only a few weeks left in the school year, Kludt-Painter 
said the school district would not be changing any of its policies 
related to COVID-19 as more students in the school district are 
able to be vaccinated against COVID-19. She said the school dis-
trict doesn’t have a method to verify who has been vaccinated 
and who has not been vaccinated. 

Local youth receive 
Pfizer vaccine
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

PETERSBURG COVID-19 DATA
As of Wednesday May 19.

 Includes out-of-state positive case reported

Legislature and 
Anchorage both 
lift face mask 
requirement

@PetersburgPilot
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