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PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Planning and Zoning Commission, on Tuesday, June 

11, 2019 at 1:00pm, will be holding a meeting and conducting a public hearing in the Assembly 
Chambers located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public 
comment on the following: 

A. Consideration of Zoning Map for Service Area 1. 
B.  Consideration of miscellaneous amendments to Development Code: 
     a. Establishing a definition for Modular Homes; 
     b. Establish overlay district to reinstate uses and development requirements of the SF-2 -  

              Single-Family, Special Use District (currently PMC 19.22). 
C.  Consideration of an application from Dan and Darcie Ewert for a minor subdivision at 113  

         Somerset Lane (PID: 01-173-050 and 01-173-010). 
D. Consideration of an application from Richard Burke for a variance from the front yard setback  

         requirement to construct front porch steps 14’ from the property line at 300 N Third St  
         (PID: 01-007-262). 

     E. Consideration of an application from Dennis and Heather O’Neil for a minor subdivision  
         at 606 S. Nordic Dr (PID: 01-010-082 and 01-010-089). 
Interested persons desiring to present their views on  the  request,  either  in  writing  or verbally, 

will be given the opportunity to be heard during the above mentioned hearing. Written suggestions 
or objections to the provisions of said requests may be filed with the Community & Economic  
Development Department at or before such meeting and will be 
heard by the Petersburg Planning and Zoning Commission at the 
time and place specified. Said hearings may be continued from 
time to time as necessary. 
Published: June 6, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
SCOW BAY PUMP STATION 1 UPGRADE 

INVITATION TO BID 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Borough will receive 

sealed bids for the Scow Bay Pump Station 1 Upgrade Project. This 
Project generally consists of the installation and integration of a new 
sewer pump station into an existing sanitary sewer system to include; 
installation of pipe, fittings, concrete wet well, valve vault, and  
manhole, electrical panels, associated mechanical and electrical  
systems, supervisory control and data acquisition system interface, 
grading and drainage, concrete slab on grade, installation of owner 
supplied pumps and discharge elbows, coordination with local  
utilities, and other miscellaneous and incidental work.  

The estimated construction cost is between $350,000 and 
$450,000. All Work must be substantially complete by November 15, 
2019.  

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Borough, Post Of-
fice Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833, located in the Municipal 
Building, No. 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 until 
2:00 p.m. prevailing time on Tuesday, July 2, 2019 at which time the 
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in the Borough Assembly 
Chambers. 

The Contract Documents, including one set of reduced scale draw-
ings, may be obtained from the Petersburg Borough.  A  
non-refundable fee of $50.00 made payable to the Petersburg Borough 
is required for each set of contract documents.  Additional charges 
will be required for special handling or delivery of the  
documents by means other than first class mail.  Alternatively, the 
Contract Documents may be downloaded at no charge from the Pe-
tersburg Borough website under “Current Bid Advertisements”  
and after filling out a contact form.  

The Petersburg Borough Standard Specifications, 2012 (PBSS) are 
available for an additional fee of $60.00 made payable to the Peters-
burg Borough.  PBSS are also available for free download on the Bor-
ough’s website. Bid documents may be obtained at the Borough 
Public Works Department, 303 South 2nd Street,  
(907) 772-4430.  

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check or 
certified check made payable to the Petersburg Borough in the amount 
of five percent of the total bid price.  

Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference 
that will be held in Petersburg on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 beginning 
at 1:00 PM at the Borough Assembly Chambers.  Attendance by tele-
conference will be available by calling  
1-800-315-6338.  Callers will need to enter the following code: 94339. 
Questions regarding this project shall be directed to Karl Hagerman, 
Utility Director at (907) 772-4203.   

The Petersburg Borough reserves the right to reject any or all bids, 
to waive any informality in a bid, and to make award to the lowest re-
sponsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the interest of the 
Borough. 

Authorized by: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 
Published: June 6 and 13, 2019

Outliers feel 
like second 
class citizens 
To the Editor: 

The Pilot must have misquoted 
the Honorable Councilmember 
Jeff Meucci. “I just don’t think 
community members should be 
paying for roads that aren’t part of 
the borough”. I cannot think of a 

more divisive, condescending or 
astonishingly uninformed com-
ment by a community official. 

 Just extrapolating from that 
comment; all of us outside service 
area one are not community mem-
bers even though we pay taxes to 
the borough?  The roads outside 
service area one apparently belong 

to us outliers. That raises all sorts 
of interesting possibilities: tolls, 
closures, access restrictions? 

  If the roads outside service 
area one don’t belong to the bor-
ough, maybe the land outside 
doesn’t either. If we don’t belong, 
why do we pay taxes? He flatly 
states the persons inside service 
area one are community members 
and those outside are not. Then he 
says a promise to perform is not in 
perpetuity, apparently only long 
enough to win a few votes. Wow 
Dude, you are so the reason we 
feared borough formation. 

 I imagine a court trial where 
we are attempting to withdraw 
from the borough. The Honorable 
Council Member Meucci testifies 
that he is the one who determines 
which lands and properties are part 
of the borough and who is and who 
is not a community member. I 
imagine him saying, “Yes Your 
Honor, that person is a community 
member and worthy. That person 
is not a community member and is 
unworthy. Those lands are bor-
ough lands and those are not, un-
less we need to tax them for 
money we want to benefit us.” 
How do you think the judge would 
rule after shaking his head in in-
credulity? 

 The Honorable Meucci must 
have been misquoted. Or, he is ex-
actly the reason us outliers still feel 
like second class citizens. I sure 
hope the Pilot owes an apology for 
misquoting him. 

George Cole 
 

Here we go 
again 
To the Editor: 

So the assembly wants to trade 
some seemingly decent piece of 
property for a 45 year old building 
that has not seen maintenance or 
heat for 15+ years. A seemingly 
prime piece of real estate that no-
body has much interest in. Kind of 
wonder why that is, a red flag pops 
up. Is there something wrong. be-
sides rust, rot and possible black 

mold behind some walls, what 
could possibly go wrong? Have 
you ever taken possession of a 50 
year old boat thinking you could 
restore it and bring it back to its 
former glory? Turns out it just be-
came a money pit with no end to 
expense and problems. I kind of 
think that’s what could happen 
here. No doubt the harbor could 
use a good shop and storage but 
perhaps it would be better served 
to just start new on a piece of al-
ready city owned property. 

It seems the city needs a new 
excavator, not a replacement but 
an addition to the fleet. Also ru-
mored was that it is being pur-
chased (sight unseen). I personally 
hope both of these statements are 
not true, otherwise it would bring 
about a whole new level of incom-
petence. Well, maybe they should 
have one, after all there are hardly 
any machines on this island that 
can dig a hole 

Marc Martinsen 
 

Pennies for  
patients 
To the Editor: 

 Stedman Elementary’s staff, 
students and parents raised 
$2,638.50 in contributions toward 
our Pennies for Patients fundrais-
ing effort for the Leukemia Lym-
phoma Society. By engaging in 
community service students have 
the opportunity to become active 
members of their community, hav-
ing a positive impact on society as 
a whole. Community service also 
enables students to acquire life 
skills and knowledge, as well as 
provide a valuable service to those 
who most need it. Thanks to Mari-
bel Lopez and First Bank for their 
patient acceptance of the rolls and 
rolls of coins brought in to their 
business, the Washke twins and 
Stedman Elementary’s Student 
Council for their expertise in 
rolling coins and all who partici-
pated. Great job. 

Gregg Kowalski 
Student Council Advisor

TO THE EDITOR  
TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST 
SMALL SALES PROGRAM 

The Petersburg Ranger District will offering a small sales  
program consisting of commercial sawlog sales under the Mitkof Is-
land Commercial Firewood or Individual Tree Sales Decision Memo.  
This harvest would involve green-tree harvest using  
uneven-aged management and may include the removal of dead and 
dying trees proposed by a  prospective purchaser, reviewed by District 
Resource Specialists, and approved by the District Ranger. Harvest 
can only occur in approved locations. The sale can then be offered for 
bid using an informal advertisement, Tongass Standard Rates and a 
short bid form. Wood fiber from these sales may be  
utilized for sawlog and/or value added wood products for small  
timber entities. Maximum size for these sales is 50,000 Board Feet 
(50 MBF) and/or $10,000  in advertised value.   

No newspaper advertisement for specific small sales will be made.  
Information regarding small sales opportunities will be  
posted at the Forest Service Kiosk located outside the Petersburg Dis-
trict office (corner of Nordic Drive and Gjoa).  Bid forms will be avail-
able upon request.  Prospective bidders must submit  
completed bid forms to the District office bid box during normal office 
hours. The period of advertisement will be 10:00 AM Tuesday morn-
ing until 1:00 PM the following Tuesday (7 days).  Bid  
openings will be held at 2:00 PM Tuesday. For additional  
information on small sales please contact the Petersburg Ranger Dis-
trict: (907) 772-3871 or (907) 772-5949. 

The USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 

Published: June 6, 2019

GUEST COMMENTARY

This past May was not my first visit to Petersburg 
as a Senator, but it was my first time attending the Lit-
tle Norway Festival. And what a weekend it was! Little 
Norway is giving “Big” Norway a run for its money. 
I felt right at home from the moment I got off the 
plane. The Vikings and Valkyries were quick to whisk 
me away in the Grog Van and get the festivities and 
fun underway. I was sure to grab a Dale sweater at 
Lee’s before the parade to fit right in (and avoid a sec-
ond visit to Viking jail). 

The food was delicious, the energy was electric. 
The whole town took part in the parade, whether from 
the sidelines or marching down Nordic Drive--syn-
chronized Zumba dancers, a skilled drumline, proud 
firefighters and policemen, an endless chain of young 
Petersburgers in beautiful Scandinavian garb, and the 
Viking king himself, horn in-hand, just to name a few. 

The next day, I got a fuller view of the community 
after lacing up for the Lop the Loop, a fun, brisk morn-
ing run around town. I was also glad 
to witness the impressive Viking grit 
and muscle on display in the Jör-
mungandr Strongman competition. 

Needless to say, I had a blast, and 
all of this just reaffirmed what I al-
ways knew: Petersburg is small-town 
America at its finest, a town that I’m 
incredibly proud to represent in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

In 2017, I spoke to Petersburg’s 
Chamber of Commerce, and men-
tioned a few issues of importance to 
Petersburg that we were working on 
in D.C. Around town, a few residents 
asked for updates—specifically on 
fishing, transportation, and the Coast 
Guard—so I wanted to update the 
whole community, including those I didn’t have a 
chance to chat with this weekend. 

First, I know that fisheries are Petersburg’s 
lifeblood—and it’s an issue I’ve been very focused on 
in D.C. One of the main reasons I have fought to sit 
on the Senate Commerce Committee—which has fish-
ing under its jurisdiction—was to enhance Alaska’s 
role as a seafood powerhouse. As a member of that 
Committee, I have worked relentlessly to ensure that 
our fisheries remain healthy and vital, 

In my time as a Senator, I’ve been working dili-
gently on ensuring that our fisheries remain healthy 
and vital, fighting burdensome regulations that would 
needlessly restrict access to our fishing resources and, 
importantly, expanding the markets for our fisheries. 
We’ve had some important successes in all of these 
areas. 

For instance, the Save Our Seas Act (SOS), a bill 
that I co-authored with Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI) to 
help keep plastics out of our seas, was signed into law 
by the President in October. We’re working on SOS 
2.0!which will provide more resources to fixing this 
problem.!I was able to negotiate a provision that is now 
law, known as the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act 
(VIDA), to provide Alaska fishing vessel owners and 
operators relief from costly and overly burdensome 
regulations that would have required fishermen to re-
ceive a federal permit to hose off their decks, and other 
activities creating discharges incidental to the normal 
operation of their vessels. 

We’ve also had important successes in Congress to 
expand markets for Alaska fisheries. For example, we 
were able to include a provision in the most recent 
Farm Bill that mandates that only domestically landed 
and processed fish be included in the National School 
Lunch program. Unbelievably, there was a loophole 
in the previous program that allowed Russian-caught 

Pollock, injected in China with phosphates, to be sent 
back and billed as an “American” product.!We closed 
that loophole, and American kids will now be eating 
the best fish on the planet—wild caught Alaskan. 

I was able to get another provision in a bill to fur-
ther bolster fisheries in Alaska and across the country 
in the international market. Because of this provision, 
for the first time ever, fisheries are a principal negoti-
ating objective for all new trade agreements.!In the 
U.S., Mexico, Canada Agreement – the renegotiated 
NAFTA – there are multiple articles on fisheries, in-
cluding phasing out subsidies, combating illegal fish-
ing, prohibitions on certain vessels and operations, and 
port state measures requirements. 

Additionally, I worked hard to protect Alaskan-
sourced salmon in the most recent flood of tariffs on 
imports from China. Throughout the summer, I edu-
cated the administration on the unintended impacts of 
targeting particular seafood. As a result, certain 
Alaskan salmon were spared from roughly $250 mil-
lion of U.S.-imposed tariffs. We’re continuing to work 
diligently to protect Alaska seafood as we address 

China’s unfair and non-reciprocal 
trading practices. 

I also understand how important 
the Coast Guard is to our coastal com-
munities, and how proud we are of 
these brave men and women who risk 
their lives every day for all of us in 
Alaska. 

When I first arrived in the Senate, 
I was dismayed to learn that Alaska 
was going to!lose!Coast Guard assets, 
including in Petersburg, as a result of 
a major re-capitalization of the fleet. 
As chairman of the subcommittee in 
charge of the Coast Guard, I fought to 
make sure that not only would Alaska 
not lose vital assets, it would get more 
of them. As a result, four more fast re-

sponse cutters are being built and slated for Alaska, 
and two previously commissioned FRCs will remain 
stationed in Ketchikan. Juneau will be receiving an ad-
ditional large Coast Guard patrol boat, and Peterburg’s 
Anacapa, which is slated to be decommissioned in 
2022, will now be replaced by a large Coast Guard pa-
trol boat. 

Finally, I know how important the marine ferry sys-
tem is for Petersburg. As the state faces fiscal chal-
lenges, it’s more important than ever for us to make 
the case that in Southeast, our waterways are our high-
ways. I’ve fought hard to increase funding for our ferry 
system, with Alaska receiving around $20 million an-
nually in federal ferry funding—a full 25% of the en-
tire federal ferry budget. 

I can’t emphasize how important the support, coun-
sel and hard work of Mayor Mark Jensen and Senator 
Bert Stedman have been toward making each of these 
successes a reality. This is a story that doesn’t get re-
ported enough -- our local, state and federal govern-
ment working in close coordination for the good of 
Alaskans. 

I had one particularly poignant moment with both 
the senator and the mayor during my visit. At the 
Boyer Wikan fisherman’s memorial, next to the Sons 
of Norway Hall, each pointed out the names of rela-
tives and family members from years past, men and 
women who had laid the groundwork for this spectac-
ular seaside community. Petersburg has kept its spirit 
and traditions alive, a gift of immeasurable value to 
future generations and those of us lucky enough to stop 
in for a weekend. 

Working together, we will make sure the commu-
nity of Petersburg stays strong, ripe with opportunity 
to make a living and raise a family, and hosting epic 
Mayfests for decades to come. 

Thank you, all, for the visit of a lifetime. 

 
By DAN SULLIVAN 
Senator

Dan Sullivan

Thanks for the visit of a lifetime at the LNF


