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Surveys of Alaska’s fish, 
crab and halibut stocks in the 
Bering Sea have been called off 
or reduced due to constraints 
and dangers posed by the coro-
navirus.  

In what they called an “un-
precedented” move, NOAA 
Fisheries  announced in late 
May  that five Alaska surveys 
will be cancelled this summer 
“due to the uncertainties cre-
ated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and the unique 
challenges those are creating 
for the agency.” 

NOAA said in a statement 
that they found “no way to 
move forward with a survey 
plan that effectively minimizes 
risks to staff, crew, and the 
communities associated with 
the surveys.” 

The annual surveys are the 
cornerstone of Alaska’s sus-
tainable fisheries management 
and provide data on how fish 
stocks are trending, where they 
are and, ultimately, how much 
will be allowed for harvest 
each year.  

The cancellations include 
bottom trawl surveys at the 
Aleutian Islands, the eastern 
Bering Sea and the northern 
Bering Sea, the Bering Sea pol-
lock acoustics survey, and the 
fall ecosystem survey.  

To reassure stakeholders, 
NOAA said “we are fortunate 
to be working in a robust man-
agement system with a long 
time series of fisheries and 
ecosystem data and stock as-
sessment models which helps 
ensure there is limited conser-
vation impact from the loss of 
survey data this year.” 

The agency also plans to use 
three wind-powered Sail-
drones equipped with 
echosounders to survey Alaska 
pollock stocks, which over 60 
days will cover nearly the same 
area done by research vessels. 
NOAA also will gather data 
from state and industry part-
ners and from fisheries ob-
servers. 

That’s small comfort to 

some, notably, fishing towns 
that count on cod. The Gulf of 
Alaska cod fishery was closed 
this year due to a collapse of 
the stocks from extremely 
warm water temperatures over 
several years that killed off two 
year classes. 
“We are concerned that with 

no surveys, the stock assess-
ment will remain status quo 
and the GOA Pacific cod fed-
eral fishery will again be closed 
for 2021,” Alvin Osterback, 
mayor of the Aleutians East 
Borough, wrote in a letter to 
the North Pacific Fishery Man-
agement Council, which over-
sees the stocks from three to 
200 miles offshore. 

Likewise, Bering Sea crab-
bers are feeling uneasy. 

While they “understand the 
constraints the agency is under 
given this pandemic,” crabbers 
worry the lack of surveys could 
result in more conservative 
catch levels. 
“We’re very disappointed 

and concerned given the status 
of many of our crab stocks,” 

said Jamie Goen, executive di-
rector of Alaska Bering Sea 
Crabbers, a trade group. “Our 
bairdi Tanner fishery was 
closed this past year and our 
red crab fishery is approaching 
thresholds of closing. We rely 
on having a survey every 
year.” 

The complex process of set-
ting crab harvest limits already 
includes a myriad of built-in 
protection buffers, Goen said, 
and the lack of one data point 
should not add more. 

Goen credited NOAA’s 
“crab team” for working 
closely with the industry and 
said ABSC already is looking 
towards next year. 
“How can we start planning 

now so that this doesn’t hap-
pen again if we’re still under 
the same restraints with a pan-
demic?” Goen asked. “Gener-
ally, the government only 
allocates survey money for one 
year. Can they guarantee that 
we’ll have that money next 
year? What if there’s con-
straints on government staff? 

One of the things we can do in 
advance is a lot more planning 
for next season.” 
“We all need to be under-

standing that the whole world 
is adjusting to a different situ-
ation right now,” Goen added. 
“Our fishing industries in 
Alaska are suffering and it’s a 
lot more expensive and stress-
ful just getting our operations 
out the door. We’ve all got to 
roll up our sleeves and help 
each other out and find solu-
tions to make sure we can con-
tinue to put food on people’s 
tables.” 
  
Halibut surveys reduced –

 Similarly, the annual survey of 
the Pacific halibut stock also 
will have a “reduced footprint” 
this summer. 

A total of 898 stations will 
be surveyed, down 385 (30%) 
from the originally planned 
1,283 stations “as a result of the 
impacts and restrictions that 
the COVID-19 pandemic has 
had on our field operational ca-
pacity and concern for our fish-

ing communities coastwide,” 
according to a May 29  an-
nouncement by the Interna-
tional Pacific Halibut 
Commission.   

There are a total of 1,890 set 
line halibut survey stations 
ranging from the west coast 
states and British Columbia to 
the far reaches of the Bering 
Sea, and typically 1,100 to 1,200 
are assessed each year, said 
David Wilson, IPHC executive 
director. About 17 longline ves-
sels are usually contracted to 

COVID cuts into annual fish, crab surveys  
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Revised 2020 halibut survey design. Each circle represents a station targeted for sampling.   

PROPERTY 
 
Bayview Estates, New- Water 
and sewer now available to 5 
more 1 acre residential lots. 
Some water view. Sunny  
southern exposure. Take a  
drive through. Call Bennett at 
Anchor Properties for details. 
907-772-3300. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-20b35 

18,723 square feet industrially-
zoned property @ 299 Mitkof 
Highway. Lot filled with twin-
creek sourced material, with 
drain system. Water, sewer,  
power at 3 meters. $150,000.   
518-0545 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-4b28 

 

JOBS 
 
The Southern Southeast Re-
gional Aquaculture Association 
has an opening for a Lead Main-
tenance Technician at the Neets 
Bay Hatchery.   Neets Bay 
Hatchery is a large, remote, 3 

species salmon hatchery located 
30 miles North of 
Ketchikan.  Starting pay is 
$21.41/hour and requires living 
on site in furnished housing.   
Visit www.ssraa.org  /employ-
ment for full job description and 
employment application.   For 
more information contact. Justin 
Rose neetsbay@ssraa.org or  
206-462-5725 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3x6-25b74 

The Petersburg Borough has 
(2) full-time, permanent, employ-
ment opportunities; Sanitation 
Operator and Laborer 2 or Utility 
Worker (Public Works). The start-
ing wage for Sanitation Operator 
is $20.73 per hour. Based on 
qualifications/experience and the 
needs of the department, the Bor-
ough will hire either a Laborer 2 
or Utility Worker for the Public 
Works Department; a CDL is re-
quired. The starting wage for La-
borer 2 is $19.99 per hour; and 
the starting wage for Utility 
Worker is $22.91 per hour. These 
positions are eligible for benefits 
(Health Insurance, Life Insurance, 
Retirement, Paid Time Off, Holi-
days…) and are open until filled. 
For more information on the posi-
tion(s), to review the job descrip-
tion(s) or to access the employ-
ment application/ 
background packet please go to 
the Borough’s website 
at https://www.ci.petersburg.ak.us
/ under Employment Opportuni-
ties. Questions and/or completed 
applications/background packets 
can be scanned/emailed 
to Daikins@petersburgak.gov, 
faxed to (907)772-3759, or 
placed in the payment dropbox 
outside of the main Borough of-
fice at 12 South Nordic Drive. To 
be considered for employment, 

you must submit a completed em-
ployment application and back-
ground packet. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x6-11b190 

Position Opening for a Clinical 
Manager at Petersburg Medical 
Center. The Clinical Manager 
supervises Petersburg Medical 
Center home health agency to 
the mission, vision, and values 
of PMC. The position requires 
high level of collaboration to 
work closely with administra-
tion, multi-disciplinary depart-
ments, and physicians to oversee 
the care of home health patients 
in their place of residence in ac-
cordance with the highest quali-
ty standards. Promote and pre-
serve the health and independ-
ence of clients in their home set-
ting. Graduate of an accredited 
school of nursing, physical ther-
apist, speech-language patholo-
gist, occupational therapist, au-
diologist or social worker. Bach-
elor’s or Masters Degree Pre-
ferred. Two to five years of ex-
perience in health care, with 2 
years of experience in a supervi-
sory position preferred.  Licen-
sure and Certification: AK Reg-
istered Nurse License or AK Li-
censed in Clinical Field (Physi-
cal Therapist Licensure and Cer-
tification, OT, SLP, etc).  Posi-
tion is full time with benefits, 
wage dependent upon experi-
ence.  Applications are available 
at www.pmcak.org. Open until 
filled. Questions, please contact 
772- 5719. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x6-18b166 

Position Opening for a Labora-
tory Manager at Petersburg 
Medical Center.  The Lab Man-
ager is responsible for oversight 
of the CLIA regulated clinical 
laboratory.  The Lab Manager 
has broad decision-making au-
thority and requires extensive 
knowledge of science and clini-
cal laboratory procedures and 
medical terminology.  The Lab 
Manager will be responsible for 
staff assigned to the laboratory 

department, their competency 
assessments, training and devel-
opment; will work with medical 
staff and other hospital depart-
ments interacting with the clini-
cal laboratory services to ensure 
high quality and reliable diag-
nostic testing is performed.  
Bachelor’s degree from an ac-
credited college or university in 
Medical Technology or related 
area of specialty as well as certi-
fication/registration from a na-
tionally recognized laboratory 
certification agency. Eight years 
clinical laboratory experience 
required, three years manage-
ment experience desired. 
Demonstrated excellent leader-
ship, communication, and inter-
personal skills.  The Manager 
reports to CEO and the Medical 
Directory (Consulting Patholo-
gist).  Position is full time with 
benefits, wage dependent upon 
experience. Applications are 
available at www.pmcak.org.  
Position open until filled.  Ques-
tions, please contact 772- 5719. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x6-18b171 

We’re looking for a Customer 
Service Representative who is  
interested in becoming skilled in 
many aspects of the banking  
industry. Successful candidates 
will be responsible for working 
with existing personal and  
business customers. They will 
initially work as a teller, then 
add additional training as a New  
Account Representative and 
Loan Originator. Necessary 
skills include working with cus-
tomers to familiarize them with 
a variety of products and servic-
es such as checking, savings, in-
vestments, online banking, on-
line bill-pay, mobile banking, 
loans and more. This position 
requires a problem-solving self-
starter with exceptional cus-
tomer service skills and a will-
ingness to take on new and chal-
lenging responsibilities. First 
Bank is based in Southeast, and 
our Petersburg team has  
long-standing ties in our  
community. We offer competi-
tive salaries, health insurance, 
paid holidays, vacation benefits, 
401(k) retirement plans, and  
continuing education assistance. 
Applications can be found on-
line at www.FirstBankAK.com, 
or in the Petersburg Branch. 
First Bank is an EO/M/F/Dis-
ability/Vet Employer.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-4b165 

Petersburg Marine/Scow Bay 

Boat Yard has opening for sea-
sonal part time help including 
security, moving vessels, main-
tenance, etc.   Occasional heavy 
lifting and tight fit, sometimes 
odd hours relating to tide. Possi-
ble on-site caretaker residence. 
Boatyard is a tobacco free facili-
ty. Wages based on qualifica-
tions, ability to limit cell use, 
and enthusiasm to learn marine 
trades. 772-3909 or 518-4055. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x6-11b62 

 
BOATS AND SUPPLIES 

 
IFQ’s and Fishing permits, 
Alaskan Quota and 
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000/ 
1-888-347-4437. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-18b16 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing 
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x6-11dh 

Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens to 
crayons. We’ve got it all. 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x6-11dh 

 
SALES 

 
For sale: PIA is liquidating its 
gym equipment.  Looking to sell 
as a package deal.  If interested, 
please call 772-3636 for more 
information. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3x6-25b24 

Two Large 4x5 ft. Pieces of 
glass, $30 for both. Call Anne or 
Ron at 772-9393 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn/dh 

 
NOTICES 

 
Due to the health mandates 
from the Borough and State, 
Bingo is closed until it is 
deemed safe and the mandates 
have been officially lifted. Stay 
safe. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn4-23b29

259 Mitkof Hwy • 772-4333

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
Since 1988 

(907)772-4625

FLEET REFRIGERATION  
AND HEATING

ALL HEAT PUMPS 
ARE NOT THE SAME

We install units rated to 15 below 
zero, designed specifically for our  

demanding northern climate.

• Commercial 
• Industrial
• Residential

907-772-4455
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

NORTHWIND  
APARTMENTS

Has 2 and 3 Bdrm Units available. 

**Rent is Income Based** 
You donʼt need a Housing Voucher 

To Apply, call  
907 518-4244

PHD CONTRACTING 
GC #160045, Locally Owned 

Licensed/Bonded/Insured 
Remodeling/Renovation 
CALL 907-518-1688

 
Rules of the Road  

US Coast Guard 
  

QUESTION & 
ANSWER

QUESTION:  
 
An anchored vessel is servic-
ing an aid to navigation and is 
restricted in her ability to 
maneuver. Which lights will 
she show? 
 
a. Three lights in a vertical 
line, the highest and lowest 
red and the middle white, 
and anchor lights. 
 
b. Three lights in a vertical 
line, the highest and lowest 
red and the middle white, 
ONLY. 
 
c. Anchor lights ONLY. 
 
d. Anchor lights and sidelights 
ONLY.

ANSWER A. 
Three lights in a vertical 
line, the highest and low-
est red and the middle 
white, and anchor lights.

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

www.PetersburgProperties.com • 772-6000

Leif Stenfjord 
206-512-6505

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

George Doyle 
907-518-0639

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

22 SING LEE ALLEY

Commercial condo that could be con-
verted to residential.  Water front and 
in town.  Possibilities are endless! 
.............. Price Drop to $295,000!

609 UNIMAK STREET

Sale 

Pending!

Ask us about  
our classified ads! 
PHONE 772-9393 

FAX 772-4871 

The deadline for classified ads is 5 pm

DON’T  
DANCE 

AROUND  
THE ISSUE!

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE A  
SMART ADVERTISING CHOICE

They  cost as little as 
$10.00 for up to 15 words.  
40¢ for additional words. 

6% city sales tax additional.

EMAIL – pilotpub@gmail.com WEB SITE – www.petersburgpilot.com 207 N NORDIC DRIVE

Alaska Fish Factor 
 By LAINE WELCH  

Fisheries columnist

Continued on page 11
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