
The Petersburg School Board 
approved the district’s fiscal 
year 2020 operating budget at 
their monthly meeting last 
week. 

“This is a solid budget,” said 
Finance Director Karen Quit-
slund. “It’s fiscally conserva-
tive.” 

The district’s budget ignores 
uncertainties in Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy’s proposed 2020 fis-
cal year state budget. The dis-

trict did not believe a state 
budget was going to be passed 
before it had to submit the dis-
trict’s budget to the state by 
July 1. Superintendent Erica 
Kludt-Painter said that the dis-
trict has approximately 
$900,000 in reserves, which 
equates to about six to eight 
weeks worth of funding. The 
district is prevented from set-
ting more money aside due to a 
10 percent cap in the fund bal-
ance.  

“Our kids ultimately should 
not be held hostage at this point 
and not potentially even al-
lowed to start the school year 
without funding for issues that 
the adults need to sort out,” 
said Kludt-Painter. 

Quitslund said that the 
2020 budget is based off of a 
student enrollment number 
of 461, which is the same 
number the 2019 budget was 
based off of. Revenues in the 
budget total $8,774,470, with 
$8,715,516 in expenditures. 
About 77 percent of the bud-
get’s funding, or $6.1 million 
comes from the state and an-
other 21 percent comes from 
the borough, which comes 
out to $1.8 million. On the ex-
penditure side, 44 percent of 
the operating budget is spent 
on regular instruction, ac-
cording to Quitslund. Four-
teen percent of the budget is 
spent on special education and 
support, and 13 percent is spent 
on facilities operations and 
maintenance.  

According to Quitslund, the 
district and the borough split the 
insurance policy on the commu-

nity pool and gym, since the dis-
trict predominately uses both fa-
cilities; however, the policy is in 
PSD’s name, because the district 
gets a better rate on insurance. 
The borough reimburses the dis-
trict for its portion of the insur-

ance costs. Board members were 
concerned that the liability for 
an accident that happened dur-
ing a time when the borough 
was primarily using the facilities 
would fall on the district since 
the policy was in its name.  

“Okay, so we pay a portion of 
insurance for the time we use the 

pool,” said School Board Presi-
dent Mara Lutomski. “[The bor-
ough] reimburses us a portion of 
the insurance for the time that 
they are in charge of the pool 
with community members using 
the pool in a community gym 

that is owned by the commu-
nity and is community and 
not school.” 

With the 2020 fiscal year 
operating budget, the district 
has decided to ignore what is 
going on at the state level to 
get their own budget in order, 
but has taken at least one pre-
caution to prepare for a lower 
or absent funding payment 
from the state that typically 
gets distributed on July 15. 
The district has decided not 
to fill Rae C. Stedman Ele-
mentary School Librarian 
Mary Ellen Anderson’s posi-
tion who retired at the end of 

this past school year. 
“We couldn’t afford to,” Pe-

tersburg School Board Vice Pres-
ident Sarah Holmgrain told 
listeners last week.  

The School Board passed the 
2020 fiscal year operating 
budget in a unanimous vote at 
their meeting on June 11. 
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• Allura Cement Siding 
• T&G —Pine or Cedar Siding 
• Knauf Insulation Batts & blow-in

For Summer Projects

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
AkFibre.com  •  772-2173 

Mon - Fri 8am — 5pm  Sat - Sun 10am — 4pm

772-3949 
www.rockysmarine.com

OFFER EXTENDED TO APRIL 30, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-03 

Ordinance #2019-03, an Ordinance Adopting the Budget for 
the Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 Through June 30, 2020 has been 
adopted by the Borough Assembly.  Provisions of the ordinance 
take effect July 1, 2019. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, 
Papke’s Landing posting board, the Li-
brary, and the Municipal Harbor office 
for review during normal office hours.      
Published: June 20, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-04 

Ordinance #2019-04, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 9.28, 
Titled Fireworks, of the Borough Code to Update Language, De-
clare its Application Within Service Area 1 Only, and Allow Pub-
lic Use of Fireworks Inside Service Area 1 by Permit for Special 
Events and During Specific Times of Day on July 3, July 4 and 
December 31 has been adopted by the Borough Assembly.  Pro-
visions of the ordinance take effect immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, 
Papke’s Landing posting board, the Li-
brary, and the Municipal Harbor office 
for review during normal office hours.       
Published: June 20, 2019

 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

VACANCY ON LOCAL  
EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

The Petersburg Local Emergency Planning Committee currently 
has one vacancy which is required to be filled by an individual  
meeting the following qualifications:  

One facility owner/operator: A representative of a business  
facility in the Petersburg Borough.  

Interested parties should pick up an application at the Petersburg 
Borough Finance Office or Fire Station. Deadline for turning in an 
application is Tuesday, Jun 25, 2019 at 12:00 pm 

Published: June 13 and 20, 2019

Clarification:
A photo on page 15 of last 

week’s issue of the Peters-
burg Pilot showed Public 
Works employees removing a 
metal grate from around a 
tree stump near North Boat 
Harbor after the trees had 
been cut down. As a point of 
clarification, it was the bor-
ough’s decision to cut the 
trees down in anticipation of 
the Petersburg Indian Associ-
ation’s plans to work on the 
sidewalk in the future. PIA 
did not play a part in the de-
cision to cut the trees down.  

School board passes district 2020 operating budget
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Changes to 11 board policies are set to go into effect after the 
Petersburg School Board approved the alterations in their second 
and final reading at a board meeting last week.  

The changes to the policies were minor and were made to be in 
accordance with new state laws, according to School Board Presi-
dent Mara Lutomski. Some of the policy changes add language re-
lated to culturally responsive education and cultural and tribal 
consulting, which was the case in the changes to board policy re-
garding philosophy, school-based management/site councils and 
concepts and roles. 

Other changes seemed to be reworded to situations that were 
occurring at larger schools up north, according to School Board 
Vice President Sarah Holmgrain at a board meeting in May. An-
other board policy that was changed was how students would be 
transported during school trips. The change acknowledged west-
ern Alaska by addressing snowmobiles and ATVs used to transport 
students. 

In the board policy regarding visitors to school campuses, lan-
guage was added to hold visitors to a higher standard, such as cre-
ating a procedure for visitors when they approach the door of a 
school if one was not in place already. Currently at all three of the 
schools in the district, visitors must check in at the front desk and 
fill out a sign-in sheet. 

“They weren’t radical new changes in our already existing 
board policies,” said Lutomski. 

Eleven school board  
policy changes approved
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The next school board meeting is scheduled for August. 
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    “Our kids ultimately 
should not be held 
hostage … for issues 
that the adults need to 
sort out,”  

—  ERICA KLUDT-PAINTER 
SUPERINTENDENT 


