
Freddy Yip was on vacation 
with his family in Oakland, Cal-
ifornia in January when news of 
the COVID-19 virus spreading 
out of Wuhan, China began cir-
culating. Yip said his family has 
historic ties to that region of 
China and followed the subject 
closely. When it became clear to 
him the virus was going to reach 

pandemic levels, he began 
working with his parents, Laney 
and Wamen Yip, owners of Joan 
Mei Restaurant, on strategies 
that the business could take. 

It was the first time that he 
had ever gotten completely en-
grossed in all aspects of the 
restaurant.  

“I got into it very, very fast, 
both feet in,” said Freddy.  

As a kid, he remembers 
spending most of his time at the 

restaurant, whether he was help-
ing out in the kitchen, interact-
ing with customers or playing in 
the parking lot. When he got 
older, he purposely remained 
unaware of the finer details of 
running a business. It was his 
parents’ American Dream, said 
Freddy, not his.  

Freddy wanted to travel, at-
tend college and pursue a career, 
and he did all of that. He gradu-
ated from the University of Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley in 2011 and has 
worked for Fortune 500 compa-
nies in the California Bay Area 
and Seattle. He majored in com-
munications and media studies, 
but Freddy focused his career on 
marketing and soon became a specialist in the field.  When the COVID-19 pan-

demic began spreading 
across the state and 
country, Freddy was 
quick to use his market-
ing skills to help the fam-
ily business continue 
operating at a time when 
businesses were finan-
cially struggling. He quit 
his job in Seattle and now 
works full time for Joan 
Mei Restaurant as its dig-
ital marketing manager. 

Because of the nature 
of his work, Freddy is 
able to continue living in 
Bellingham, but he said 
he may move back to Pe-
tersburg in about two 
years. 

He has since imple-
mented several market-
ing strategies, including 
creating a strong online 
presence, that has al-
lowed Joan Mei Restau-
rant to steadily grow 
over the past several 
months despite the on-
going pandemic; how-
ever, Freddy said what 
has really contributed to 
the restaurant’s growth 
has been the support 
from the local commu-
nity.  

“It is also a statement 
of how well the commu-
nity has rallied behind 
Joan Mei,” said Freddy. 
“The uptick in business 
is mostly from the sup-
port, tips, donations from 
our customers who 

know we’ve been hit very hard 
with this pandemic.” 

Joan Mei Restaurant is cur-
rently up for sale, and has been 
for quite some time, because 
Laney and Wamen have been 
thinking about their future and 
retirement. The couple has been 
running the restaurant since 
1993. Freddy said his parents’ 
plans may change now that he 
has become so involved with the 
restaurant. When asked if he 
would be taking over the family 
business when his parents retire, 
Freddy said his current goal was 
to see the business through the 
current pandemic, though he is 
open to the idea. 

“It is my parents dream to 
have this business,” said Freddy. 
“Now, it’s my dream to make 
sure their legacy lives on.”
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Notice of Absentee Voting 
2020 Primary Election 

Monday, August, 3 through  
Monday, August 17, 2020 

 
Absentee In-Person voting for the August 

18, 2020 Primary Election begins August 
3rd. Ballots for all districts will be available in each of the Divi-
sion of Elections regional elections offices and other locations 
throughout the state. 

If you would like to vote by mail, you must submit an absen-
tee ballot application to the Division of Elections by August 8, 
2020.  

For a list of absentee voting locations, or to obtain an absentee 
ballot application, visit the division’s Early and Absentee voting 
web site at AKVoteEarly.alaska.gov 

The State of Alaska, Division of Elections, complies with Title 
II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. If you are a 
person with a disability who may need special assistance and/or 
accommodation to vote, please contact your local Division of 
Elections office to make necessary arrangements. STATEWIDE 
TTD: 1-888-622-3020 
Published: July 2, 2020 

NOTICE TO TAXPAYER 
For the current fiscal year, the Petersburg Borough has been allocated the following amount of 

state aid for school and municipal purposes under the applicable Financial Assistance Acts: 
PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM (AS 14.17)                                    $6,148,104. 
STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION DEBT     $    0 
   (AS 14.11.100)  
COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (AS 29.60.850-29.60.879)             $   300,037.      
TOTAL AID                                                                                                          $ 6,448,141. 
The millage equivalent of this state aid, based on the dollar value of a mill in the municipality 

during the current assessment year and for the preceding assessment year, is:

   *Public School Funding amount may change. 
Published: June 18, 25 and July 2, 2020 

MILLAGE EQUIVALENT

PREVIOUS YEAR 
18.72 
.85 
1.06 

20.63 MILLS 

 
Public School Funding Program Assistance   
State Aid For Retirement Of School Construction Debt 
Community Assistance Program 
Total Millage Equivalent

THIS YEAR 
18.54 

0 
.90 

 19.44 MILLS 

Pandemic brings son 
back to family business
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Freddy Yip, right, poses with his mom, Laney Yip, at a family vacation in 
Berkeley, California last year. 

Photo courtesy of Freddy Yip

Freddy celebrates the Fourth of July at his home in Bellingham in 
2019.  

Photo courtesy of Freddy Yip

P-W Insurance 
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858 
We provide a full range of insurance services:  
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, 
renters, boat and more.

Elizabeth Peratrovich 
Mural Unveiling

July 4, 10:00-10:30 
Petersburg Court 

House  
Please wear a mask and social  
distance if you come in person 

 

Or Livestream: 

facebook.com/petersburgartscouncil


