
The M/V Matanuska ar-
rived in Petersburg late Sun-

day night during its first voy-
age of the season out of 
Bellingham, but that same day 
a passenger onboard the M/V 
Kennicott, which left Belling-

ham on June 27, tested positive 
for COVID-19.  

The protocols that the 
Alaska Marine Highway Sys-
tem has in place to prevent the 

spread of the virus seem to 
have limited the infection to 
the one individual who only 
had one other close contact, ac-
cording to a press release is-
sued by the Alaska 
Department of Transportation 
and Public Facilities. 

“This is an example of 
everyone doing everything 
right,” said Anne Zink, Chief 
Medical Officer for Alaska in 
the press release. “But this is a 
sneaky virus and travel is in-
herently risky during a global 
pandemic.” 

A crew member on board 
the M/V Tustumena tested 
positive for COVID-19 in early 
June, according to a DOT press 
release. While six additional 
crew members did test positive 
for the virus, all six passengers 
on board and the remaining 28 
crew members tested negative, 
according to the press release.  

If a passenger develops 
COVID-19 symptoms while 
onboard a ferry, the individual 
is required to isolate them-
selves and take a test upon ar-
rival at their destination, said 
Alaska Department of Trans-
portation & Public Facilities 

Communications Director 
Meadow Bailey in an email to 
the Petersburg Pilot. Should 
the passenger test positive, a 
quarantine or isolation situa-
tion would be put in place for 
all passengers and crew on 
board the vessel and would 
last at least 14 days, according 
to Bailey. The passengers and 
crew would also likely be 
tested for COVID-19. 

According to Bailey, should 
a 14 day quarantine be put in 
place, the passengers and crew 
would be able to leave the ship, 
but wouldn’t be allowed to use 
any form of public transporta-
tion for at least 14 days and 
would be monitored by the 
Alaska Department of Health 
and Social Services.  

Additionally, anyone riding 
a ferry out of Bellingham to 
Alaska will have to have a neg-
ative test for COVID-19 before 
getting on the ferry, and will 
have to test negative a second 
time upon arriving in Alaska.  

Along with their procedures 
to limit the spread of COVID-
19, AMHS has cut back on their 
sailings for the season. Only 
five ferries are scheduled to be 
sailing this summer. The M/V 
Tazlina and M/V Columbia 
will not be in service this sea-
son.  

As of last week, DOT is not 
considering the further reduc-
tion of ferry services in its plan-
ning to address an increasing 
public positive COVID-19 situ-
ation, according to Bailey. 

Petersburg Indian Association plans on using $900,000 in grant 
money to build a duplex for low income native individuals to ad-
dress overcrowding in local households.  

The money was awarded to PIA from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development as part of the Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Security Act, according to a press release from 
HUD. So far, $15 million of the allocated $100 million to Native 
American tribes across the nation has been awarded. PIA is one of 
four Alaska native organizations that have already received fund-
ing, according to the release.  

Although there isn’t a competitive process to receive a grant 
from HUD, the money that is awarded does have to go towards ad-
dressing COVID-19 and housing related issues among tribes. PIA 
Administrator Tracy Welch said they are choosing to build rental 
housing for low income native families because overcrowding 
among families was something they had been wanting to address 
and it meets the stipulations of the grant.  

“If COVID were to hit Petersburg, it would hurt those families 
more so than others,” said Welch. 

As part of the application process for a grant, PIA had to submit 
a proposal on how it wanted to use the funds. The proposals went 
through the Tlingit Haida Regional Housing Authority in Juneau. 
All 12 Southeast Alaska tribes that the housing authority represents 
submitted a proposal to the HUD. The housing authority will col-
lect 20 percent of the money awarded to each community for ad-
ministration and planning, according to Welch.  

With the remaining $720,000 from the HUD grant, PIA plans on 
building a duplex, but could instead purchase a duplex in town 
and refurbish it. Whatever PIA decides to do will depend on asso-
ciated costs and if the housing authority wants to send its own crew 
to do the construction, said Welch. 

“Whether it ends up being a new construction or rehab, it has 
great promise for helping get some safe and healthy environments 
for our tribal citizens,” said Welch. 

PIA is uncertain when work on the project will begin, but Welch 
said she hopes to see some progress made sometime this year.
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Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street • 772-3265 • www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                     • Closed Sunday

July Sale

$699
Your Choice 
Compare to Childrenʼs Zyrtec

$849
Your Choice 
Compare to Cetaphil 
Gentle Skin Cleanser

$1199

$449
Your Choice

TUMS 
Antacid

Ultra Strength 
1000 Chewable 

Tablets 72 ct  
or   

Extra Strength 
750 

Chewable Tablets 
96ct

HEALTH MART 
SKIN CLEANSER 
Gentle, Fragrance-free 
16 oz

OCUVITE 
Adult 50+ 
Eye Vitamin & Mineral 
Supplement 
MiniGels, 50ct 

HEALTH MART 
CHILDRENʼS 

ALL DAY ALLERGY 
Oral Solution 

Dye Free, Sugar Free 
Antihistamine 

2 Years & Older 
Bubble Gum or Grape 

Flavored 4oz

HEALTH MART 
TRUE METRIX 

Self Monitoring Blood 
Glucose Test Strips 

30 ct

HEALTH MART 
IBUPROFEN 

200 mg 
Pain Reliever/Fever 

Reducer (NSAID) 
Coated Tablets, 500 ct 

$699

$1249

Compare to Advil Ibuprofen Tablets

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 
Tuesday, July 14, 2020 at 12:00 pm will be holding a meeting 
and conducting a public hearing on ZOOM.  Interested parties 
should contact Karen Malcom at (907) 772-5423 to sign up to 
testify. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public 
comment on the following: 

A. Consideration of an application from Josh and Rachel 
Etcher for a variance from the 20’ front yard setback  
requirement to allow for construction of a roof over an  
existing deck located 17’ from the front property line at 
1306 Gjoa St. (PID: 01-005-605). 

B. Consideration of a request from Bryan Whitney for a  
12-month extension on a conditional use permit allowing 
for a trailer for use during construction at 202 Frederick 
Dr. (PID: 01-021-310). 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the  
request, either  in  writing  or verbally, will be given the  
opportunity to be heard during the above mentioned hearing. 
Written suggestions or objections to the provisions of said re-
quests may be filed with the Community & Economic Develop-
ment Department, PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833 at or 
before such meeting and will be heard by the Planning Commis-
sion at the time and place specified. 
Said hearings may be continued from 
time to time as necessary. 
Published: May 7, 2020

PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
TAX NOTICES MAILED 

2020 Property tax bills for Petersburg have been mailed.  If 
you have not received your bill, or if you have received one in 
error, please contact the Borough Finance Office as soon as  
possible.  All property tax payments must be received in the  
Borough Finance office by October 
15, 2 020 at 4:30 p.m.  

For more information, contact the 
Finance Office at 772-4425. 
Published: July 9 and 16, 2020

Mural unveiling
The Petersburg Arts Council and Petersburg Indian Association unveiled a recently commissioned 
mural of Elizabeth Peratrovich in front of the Petersburg Courthouse on Monday. PIA Board Vice 
President Brenda Norheim, Alaska Native Sisterhood Petersburg Camp 16 President Barbara Er-
ickson, Tlingit Scholar Dianne Benson, Local Artist Janine Gibbons, past magistrate judge Debra 
OʼGara and PIA Administrator Tracy Welch all gave speeches recognizing Peratrovich and her work 
with Alaskaʼs Anti-Discrimination Act of 1945. The mural will be placed on the front wall of the court-
house when workers have finished painting the building. From left to right: Welch, Norheim, Gibbons, 
Erickson, OʼGara and Benson.  
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PIA to build  
affordable housing
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Matanuska makes first Petersburg stop Sunday
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