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772-3949 
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Clear, tough and bright, our popular Crossfire II line 
is built to exceed the performance standards of  
similarly priced riflescopes. 

CROSSFIRE II  
RIFLE SCOPES

DON’T LET YOUR EYES  
FOOL YOU 
THEY ARE AFFORDABLE 

Quality, light performance binocular 
that won’t break the bank. 
Models 8x32 to 12x50 available.

PIA Transporta!on Mee!ng
Public Mee!ng: A public mee!ng will be held for the 

Petersburg Indian Associa!on’s Tribal Transporta!on Long 
Range Transporta!on Plan (LRTP) 2019 Update. 

Public Mee!ng: A public mee!ng will be held for  the  
proposed PIA Paratransit Service providing  door‐to‐door 
transporta!on throughout Petersburg for senior ci!zens 
(60 years of age, or older) and persons with disabili!es.  

When:  Friday, August 9, 2019 at 4:30PM 
Where: PIA Conference Room at the Elizabeth Peratrovich 

Building, 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, AK 99833.   
Who:  The Public is invited to a#end 
For further informa!on: Visit the Petersburg Indian  

Associa!on Website www.piatribal.org  for the LRTP pdf 
and Proposed Paratransit Services 
pdf to download. Or write to  
Petersburg Indian Associa!on, PO 
Box 1418, Petersburg, AK 99833 for 
the documents. 
Published: July 11, 18, 25, August 1 and 8, 2019

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Adelyn Lorraine Funk has been 

appointed Personal Representative of the Estate of Phillip Anse Funk.! 
All persons having claims against the said deceased are required to 
present their claims within four months after the date of the first pub-
lication of this Notice or said claims will be forever barred.! Claims 
must either be presented to Adelyn Lorraine Funk, Personal Repre-
sentative, c/o Faulkner Banfield, P.C., 8420 Airport Boulevard, Suite 
101, Juneau, Alaska 99801-6924, or filed with the Superior Court for 
the State of Alaska, First Judicial District at Peterburg, Alaska, 1PE-
19-00009 PR. 

 
Published: July 11, 18 and 25, 2019

The borough assembly 
voted against filling a vacant 
EMS coordinator position last 
week that would free up 
Fire/EMS Director Sandy Dix-
son’s time to apply for grants, 
while designating an individ-
ual that could train more EMS 
volunteers. 

“If people don't think that 
this is a big deal, you will 
come this winter or some late 
night when something is going 
haywire out at your house or 
there’s a car accident and you 
don't have enough people, 
then people are going to get re-
ally upset at why we don't 
have enough people to help 
this department,” said Assem-
bly Member Jeff Meucci.  

Funds are allocated in the 

2020 fiscal year budget, but as-
sembly members have said in 
the past that they wanted to 
wait to see what Gov. Mike 
Dunleavy’s final fiscal year 
2020 budget looks like before 
filling the position. According 
to Borough Manager Steve 
Giesbrecht, the EMS coordina-
tor title is a position that the 
borough hasn’t filled for years. 
He also said that the Fire De-
partment has never had more 
than three paid employees at 
any given time. The Fire De-
partment currently employs 
Dixson and Fire Marshal Ryan 
Welde.  

According to Meucci, the 
ambulance schedule only has 
one day out of the month that 
has three responders. The 
other days have either one or 
two responders.  

“What that means to me is 

that if you call the EMS folks 
and you request some kind of 
assistance that requires an am-
bulance or something, it’s 
going to take several minutes 
for those people to respond be-
cause they have to wait for the 
third person or another person 
to ride with them in the ambu-
lance,” said Meucci.  

Back at an assembly meet-
ing in April, members of the 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire De-
partment presented the assem-
bly with a petition that 
requested they fill the EMS co-
ordinator position. At the 
meeting, Assistant Fire Chief 
Dave Berg said approximately 

half of the EMS volunteers are 
trained at a lower EMS level 
and can't respond to a call 
without an EMT-I or EMT-II in 
the ambulance. While the 
lower level EMS volunteers, or 
Emergency Trauma Techni-
cians, are eager to rise to the 
next level, it is hard to find 
time to train them, said Berg. 

Five ETTs could respond to 
a call, but would be unable to 
leave the station without that 
higher level EMS; as a result, 
the department puts out a code 
red if an EMT-I or EMT-II 
doesn't respond. A code red 
means there is a delay in pa-
tient care. After at least two 

code reds are made for a single 
call, Dixson responds. An EMS 
coordinator would be avail-
able to train more EMS volun-
teers to respond to calls.  

In 2018, the volunteer fire 
department provided 1,200 
hours of volunteer training 
and responded to 150 hours of 
EMS calls. 

In other borough action: 
--The borough assembly ap-

proved ordinance #2019-06. 
The ordinance will transfer 
funds totaling $124,000 from 
the wastewater department’s 
reserves to the Kiseno St. 
sewer replacement project. In-
creases to rates are not antici-
pated in the transfer of funds. 

--The borough assembly ap-
proved a letter to Kake re-
questing their opinion on a 
proposed road between Kake 
and Petersburg on Kupreanof 
Island. The letter will be sent 
to the City of Kake, Organized 
Village of Kake and Kake 
Tribal Corporation.  

--The borough assembly ap-
proved the signing of an ac-
ceptance of the Bell 
subdivision as requested by 
the State of Alaska Department 
of Natural Resources. 

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

The borough assembly denied Police Chief Jim 
Kerr’s request to advertise and 
fill a vacant police sergeant posi-
tion at an assembly meeting last 
week.  

While the borough’s 2020 op-
erating budget does allocate 
funds for the position, assembly 
members decided not to fill the 
position, citing uncertainty in the 
ability to continue funding the 
$127,224 position in the future.  

The assembly increased the 
millage rate in service area one to 
12.3 mills earlier this month as a 
response to Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy’s decision to veto 50 per-
cent of the School Bond Debt 
Reimbursement funding.  

“I’m not saying that I don’t 
think that this is probably an im-
portant position to have filled, it’s 
just the money,” said Mayor Mark 
Jensen. “I know it’s in the budget, 
but I didn’t vote for it in the third 
reading of the budget as well be-
cause of concern of what the gov-
ernor was going to keep doing. We 
already raised mill rates and peo-
ple are complaining about that and 
rightfully so in my opinion.” 

Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
was also concerned about funding 
and said he wanted to hold off on 
filling the police sergeant position 
to see what happens on the state 
level. Lynn also said there has been 
an increase in liability insurance, 
borough employee health insur-
ance and the number of seniors receiving a tax ex-
emption on property tax.  

“The issue is much broader than staffing,” said 
Lynn. “It’s what we can and can’t do. It’s a com-
munity decision. We’re not going to get everybody 
to agree on it, but that’s what’s going to have to 
take place in this coming year in my opinion. I 
don't think the revenue for next year is going to be 
as high as this year.” 

Of the four assembly members present at the 
meeting on July 18, Assembly Member Jeff Meucci 
was the only one who voted in favor of filling the 
position. He questioned if the police department’s 

24-hour coverage would be af-
fected by not hiring another po-
lice sergeant.  

In a guest commentary which 
appears in this week’s paper, 
Kerr wrote that starting at the 
end of August, or the beginning 
of September, through late No-
vember the Petersburg Police 
Department will not be able to 
proved 24/7 police coverage.  

“This is a direct result of the 
Borough Assembly not address-
ing the issues of the community 
they represent and talking about 
what services the taxpaying citi-
zens of Service Area 1 want,” 
wrote Kerr. 
By not filling the sergeant posi-

tion, the borough has had to send 
a considerable amount of money 
on overtime. At an assembly meet-
ing in February, Kerr said the po-
lice station was budgeted with 
$84,064 in overtime for the 2018 fis-
cal year, but the department spent 
$155,214 in overtime. When the 
police force was fully staffed, the 
department regularly came within 
the overtime budget, he said. The 
additional funding that gets used 
in overtime ends up resulting in 
cuts, said Kerr in February, which 
causes officers to fall behind on 
training and the delay of the re-
placement of certain items. 

In the 2019 fiscal year, the de-
partment spent $138,045.53 in 

overtime, Kerr said last week. 
“I think we all understand that the governor is 

going to continue to whack at us next year and the 
next couple of years,” said Meucci. “I don’t see 
things improving here locally, but I think when the 
police department, the EMS department and the 
fire department tell us there’s a need for safety 
stuff, I think we need to take that real serious. I 
know everyone probably does.”

Borough assembly votes against  
filling second police sergeant position

Petersburg Insurance Center 
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858 
We provide a full range of insurance services:  
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters, 
boat and more.

Petersburg Science Series presents 
Documentary Film and Talk:

Mystery of the 
Humpback 
Whale Song 

Featuring Dr. Adam A. Pack and Dr. Marc Lammers  
Tuesday, July 30, 6:30pm 
Petersburg Public Library
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• Allura Cement Siding 
• T&G —Pine or Cedar Siding 
• Knauf Insulation Batts & blow-in

For Summer Projects

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
AkFibre.com  •  772-2173 

Mon - Fri 8am — 5pm  Sat - Sun 10am — 4pm

Jeff Meucci Dave Berg

Vacant EMS coordinator position to remain vacant

    “I didn’t vote 
for it in the third  
reading of the 
budget as well  
because of  
concern of what 
the governor 
was going to 
keep doing.”  

—  MARK JENSEN 
MAYOR


