
WRANGELL — Wrangell’s 
half-dozen new COVID-19 cases 
in the past 10 days are part of a 
wave of infections spreading 
across Alaska, with more than 
2,200 cases reported July 14-23. 

Most of the new cases are 
people who have not been vacci-
nated, state officials said. 

The hardest-hit communities 
have been Sitka, the Kenai Penin-
sula, Cordova, Anchorage, Fair-
banks, the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough and Juneau, though al-
most all of Alaska is at high alert 
this week based on rising case 
counts, according to state health 
officials. 

There were 95 COVID pa-
tients in Alaska hospitals as of 
Tuesday, the highest count since 

December as the highly infec-
tious Delta variant is spreading. 

Sitka's active case count was 
255 as of Monday evening, 
though the rate of new cases 
trended lower over the past 
weekend. Monday’s active case 
count was more than one-third 
the community’s total number of 
cases for the pandemic stretching 
back to last spring. 

Juneau officials reported 44 
new cases Saturday through 
Monday, adding to a growing 
case count in the community.  

"Over the past 14 days, 150 
people tested positive for 
COVID-19 in our community, a 
significant majority of whom 
were residents," Mila Cosgrove, 
deputy city manager, said in a 
prepared statement on Monday. 
"We have not had a 14-day case 
count this high during the entire 

pandemic." 
There were 112 active cases of 

COVID-19 in Juneau as of Mon-
day evening. 

State health officials report the 
vast majority of new cases in 
Alaska are people who have not 
been vaccinated against the virus. 

Cordova has been hit hard, 
with dozens of seafood workers 
and community members in-
fected, resulting in the closure of 
a seafood processing plant and 
prompting a mask mandate for 
city workers. 

The city of just over 2,800 res-
idents reported last week a peak 
of almost 60 active cases, includ-
ing workers at the Camtu’s 
Alaska Wild Seafoods plant, 
temporarily shutting down the 
plant for a salmon fishing 
opener. 

Cordova’s active case count 
was down to 40 as of Tuesday af-
ternoon. 

Petersburg reported its sec-

ond COVID death of the pan-
demic last week. 

At least three more cruise 
ships in Alaska waters reported 
COVID-19 among passengers 
this week. The 74-passenger 
Wilderness Explorer left 
Ketchikan and headed straight 
for Juneau on Monday evening, 
canceling its full itinerary, after 
seven fully vaccinated people 
aboard the ship tested positive 
for COVID-19. 

Ketchikan officials said some 
of the infected travelers planned 
to isolate in hotels after the ship 
docked in Juneau. 

In a statement, UnCruise 
owner and CEO Dan Blanchard 
said the seven positive individu-
als had mild, cold-like symp-
toms. 

Juneau officials on Monday 
reported one case each on a large 
ship, the Celebrity Millennium, 
and on a small ship, the Ameri-
can Constellation, which already 

had an outbreak of 16 COVID-19 
cases earlier this month. 

Celebrity Cruises said the 
passenger flew home aboard 
“private air transportation.” 

“I think that we were never 
expecting the cruise season to be 
entirely COVID free,” Robert 
Barr, Juneau’s deputy city man-
ager, told Juneau public radio 
station KTOO. 

State health officials continue 
to preach that vaccines are the 
best defense against the spread 
of the coronavirus. Dr. Joe 
McLaughlin, the state epidemiol-
ogist, told reporters the vaccine 
effectiveness is “exceptionally 
high” but it is “not perfect.” 

The vaccination rate among 
eligible Alaskans — ages 12 and 
older — has held mostly steady 
in the past week at 57% with at 
least one dose of a vaccine and 
52% fully vaccinated, below the 
national rates of almost 67% and 
58% — with 31 states doing bet-
ter than Alaska, according to the 
federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. 

Wrangell was at 62% at least 
partially vaccinated as of Tues-
day, according to state statistics. 

“This is becoming a pandemic 
of the unvaccinated. We are see-
ing outbreaks of cases in parts of 
the country that have low vacci-
nation coverage because unvac-
cinated people are at risk,” CDC 
Director Dr. Rochelle Walensky 
said in a July 16 interview on Na-
tional Public Radio. 

The state is continuing to con-
tract with the SouthEast Alaska 
Regional Health Consortium for 
free COVID testing at the 
Wrangell airport. The contract 
had been scheduled to expire 
June 30, but the state decided to 
continue paying for the tests, 
which are available to travelers 
and anyone else in the commu-
nity. 

SEARHC also provides vacci-
nations in Wrangell, at no cost to 
the individual. 

Alaska’s 88-year-old member 
of the U.S. House, Don Young, 
tweeted on Monday to encour-
age people to get vaccinated. 
Young, who had COVID-19 last 
year, tweeted, “It is NOT an ex-
perience I want again. That is 
why I chose to get vaccinated.” 

He added, “I understand 
there is quite a bit of misinforma-
tion out there, so let me be clear: 
These vaccines are safe and can 
help keep you out of the hospi-
tal.” 

The Associated Press contributed 
to this report. 

Page 14  Pilot  July 29, 2021 Pilot   July 29, 2021   Page 3About Town State

AUCTION 
The Petersburg Borough/Port and Harbor Department will be 

auctioning a 28’ Fiberglass sailboat, in AS IS, WHERE IS 
condition. Minimum Bid $5,686.38 

This vessel is an abandoned derelict vessel impounded by the 
Port and Harbor Department per City Ord. 14.20.270-330. Auction 
will be conducted by sealed bid only. Closing time of Bid is 
Wednesday, August 4, 2021, at 10 a.m. 

Sealed bids will be accepted at the Harbormaster Office. 
Envelope of sealed bid must have name, address and phone 
number of bidder. The successful bidder will be responsible for 
any future moorage. Make appointment to inspect vessel, contact 
Harbormaster Office Monday to Friday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
Published: July 22 and 29, 2021

INVITATION TO BID 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will

receive sealed bids for the TTP STORAGE BUILDING
DEMOLITION PROJECT. The project generally consists of the
demolition of a 56’ x 20’, warehouse building at 15 North 12th Street
in Petersburg, Alaska. The project will be the complete removal,
disposal and cleanup of the building and area surrounding.  

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association
by mail, Post Office Box 1418, Petersburg, Alaska 99833, or
delivered to Petersburg Indian Association. Located upstairs in the
Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg,
Alaska, (Telephone 907-772-3636) until 2:00 p.m. prevailing time on
August 6, 2021 at which time the bids will be publicly opened and
read aloud in the PIA Conference Room. 

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg
Indian Association Office, located at 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg,
Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636). The Contract Documents may
also be downloaded free of charge on the Petersburg Indian
Association website (www.piatribal.org) under the top tab MORE,
then under TRANSPORTATION TTP section. Downloading Contract
Documents from the Petersburg Indian Association website requires
the recipient send an email requesting contract changes and addenda
be sent to a recipient email address. Failure to send this email request
may adversely affect your proposal. It is the Offeror’s responsibility
to ensure that they have received all Addenda affecting this
Solicitation. The email address to request notification is:
susanharai@piatribal.org  

Prospective bidders are encouraged to visit the site before bidding.
Technical questions regarding this project may be directed to Susan
Harai, Tribal Transportation Director @ (907) 772-3636.  

The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any
or all bids, to waive any informality in a bid, and to make award to
the lowest responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the
interest of the Petersburg Indian Association. “Responsible Bidder”
is defined as one who can furnish information and data to prove that
its financial resources, production or service facilities, personnel,
service reputation and past experience and projects are adequate to
make satisfactory delivery of the demolition services as described in
the bid.�A “Responsible Bidder” is a contractor who has a record of
past successful projects similar to this demolition project. 

Authorized by: Cris Morrison, PIA President 
Published: July 22 and 29, 2021

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS 
For the current fiscal year, the Petersburg Borough has been allocated the following amount of 

state aid for school and municipal purposes under the applicable Financial Assistance Acts: 
 PUBLIC SCHOOL FUNDING PROGRAM (AS 14.17)                                  $5,275,511 
 STATE AID FOR RETIREMENT OF SCHOOL  
      CONSTRUCTION DEBT (AS 14.11.100)                                                   $   171,536  
 COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (AS 29.60.850-29.60.879)          $   314,961    
 TOTAL AID                                                                                                      $5,762,008. 
The millage equivalent of this state aid, based on the dollar value of a mill in the municipality 

during the current assessment year and for the preceding assessment year, is:

Published: July 22, 29 and August 5, 2021
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Deep Dive into Jesus’ Love
Vacation Bible School 

Kindergarten through 5th grade
August 9 -  13 

5:30pm — Dinner served 
6pm - 8pm — VBS 

Petersburg Bible Church 
916 Sandy Beach Road 

For more information,  
call (907) 772-4253  

& please leave a message

• Sun Screen 
• Aloe Vera Gel 
• Sun Tan Lotion 
• Sunglasses 
• “Alaska” Baseball Hats for Men & Women

           
PETERSBURG

  

Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

      On Main Street  •  772-3265  •  
www.petersburgrexalldrug.com • Closed Sunday

Summer Protection 
     

Bug Relief 
• Ultrathon Insect Repellent Lotion  
   or Spray 
• After Bite: “The Itch Eraser” 
• Insect Repelling Bands 
• Calamine Lotion 
• Bull Frog Sunscreen &  
   Insect Repellent 

Hot Dogs, Beer  
and Wine Available 

Get your tickets at: 
Viking Travel, Petersburg Pilot, 

Lee’s Clothing, Rexall Drug  
and Rotarians

Or order online 
using this QR code

$10  
each

Need not 
be present 

to win

ROTARY  DUCK 
RACE  TICKETS 

Now Available

1st Prize: $1,000 
2nd Prize: $300  
3rd Prize: $200

August 7th , 1PM  4PM 
on the Hammer Slough Bridge 

(907) 772-4229 • Mon. - Fri. 9:30a-5:30p, Sat. 10a-5p, Sun. 12p-4p 

Lee’s Clothing

PETERSBURG COVID-19 DATA

As of Wednesday July 28, 3:45pm.

* Includes out-of-state positive case reported

*

COVID-19 infections accelerate statewide
 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel Publisher

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN  

• PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  
• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

DIVISION OF MINING, LAND AND WATER 
SURVEY SECTION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING EV-3-351 
Notice is hereby given that the Department of Natural Resources,

under the authority of AS 40.15.305, shall hold a public hearing. The
hearing concerns a petition submitted by Laron Martin to eliminate all
common boundaries of Lots 27A - 27D, Martin View Shores
Subdivision (Plat 98-23 PRD) to create one large parcel. This replat 
is located near Petersburg, Alaska in Section 2, T60S, R79E, CRM,
AK. 

Due to prior mandates regarding the COVID-19 pandemic the
public hearing will be held via teleconference at 11:00am on August
25, 2021.  Persons wishing to attend the public hearing must call
1-800-315-6338; at the prompts enter access code 98627 and #. 

Persons wanting only to provide comment on the proposed action
must submit their comments in writing. Correspondence must be 
addressed to George Horton, DML&W, 550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 650,
Anchorage, AK 99501, and received by 5:00pm, August 23, 2021, to 
ensure consideration.   

To appeal under AS 38.05.035(i)(j), a person must submit 
written comments during this comment period.  If you have any 
questions regarding this notice, please contact George Horton at (907) 
269-8610, or e-mail: george.horton@alaska.gov.  

The Division of Mining, Land and Water reserves the right to waive 
technical defects in this publication. 

Individuals with disabilities who require special accommodations
should call TDD (907) 269-8411 by 5:00pm, August 23, 2021. 
Published: July 22 and 29, 2021


