
Scott Burt began his role as 
the new head coach of the 
Viking Swim Club this week 
and brought his passion and 
dedication for the sport along 
with him. 

“Swimming is in my DNA,” 
said Burt. “It’s just who I am.” 

He replaces previous VSC 
Head Coach Andy Carlisle who 
said he decided to retire from 
the position after 12 years of 
coaching the club. He will still 
continue coaching the Peters-
burg High School swim team, 
however. In his retirement, 
Carlisle leaves behind a strong 
swim club that Burt said he will 
continue to foster using his 
wealth of experience in the pool. 

Since he was a kid, Burt al-
ways felt most comfortable in 
the water. He was a part of the 
Odessa Aquatic Club in Texas 

from the time he was 10 up until 
he was 18 years old. In high 
school, he joined the school’s 
swim team, juggling swim prac-
tice in the mornings and after-
noons. 

At Angelo State University in 
Texas, where Burt earned his 
bachelor’s and master’s degree 
in biology, he began participat-
ing in triathlons as a way to get 
back in the pool, because the 
university didn’t have a swim 
team.  

He continued to compete in 
triathlons for most of this adult 
life, as he pursued his doctorate 
degree in biology and taught at 
the collegiate level.  

In April 2019, his wife, Selina 
Burt, took a physician’s role at 
Petersburg Medical Center. 
Scott moved to Petersburg in 
June that same year, and began 
working as a facilities specialist 
at the Parks and Recreation Cen-
ter. He quickly started the facil-

ity’s U.S. Masters Swimming 
program, and when the VSC 
head coach position opened up, 
Scott jumped at that opportu-
nity, too.  

“It’s a good fit,” said Scott. 
“I’m still engaging students. I’m 
still teaching them. It’s just not 
academic. It’s athletic.” 

VSC is split up into three 
groups: group A, group B and 
group C. To create a smooth 
transition between him and 
Carlisle, Scott said the assistant 
coach, Kayla Popp, will work 
with group A like she did the 
previous year. Scott will oversee 
as she teaches the four basic 
strokes and gets them comfort-
able in the water. He’ll take a 
more hands on approach with 
the other two groups.  

In group B, Scott said he’ll 
have the swimmers focus on 
how to efficiently swim the four 
competitive strokes. Once the 
students move into group C, he 

will start teaching the students 
how to compete. The workouts 
will become more difficult and 
require a considerable amount 
of effort. He will also teach the 
students to have the right state 
of mind while competing with 
other swimmers their age.  

Above all else, both coaches 

believe the swimmers should 
have fun as they learn the basics 
and advance to the next group. 

“You want to take these 
young swimmers and over the 
years, develop them into young 
athletes that can compete and be 
proud to be a part of the team,” 
said Scott. 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of Directors of the Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will 
hold a Special Board Meeting on  
Friday, September 4, 2020 at 10:00 am 
AKDT. Due to recommendations from 
the Center for Disease Control and its social distancing guidelines, 
the meeting will be held electronically. The purpose of the meeting 
is to consider award of a contract and SEAPA group benefits. 
During the meeting, the board may enter into an executive session 
for an update on the negotiations of SEAPA’s Submarine Cable  
Replacement Contract. For additional information, please call 
907.228.2281 
Published: September 3, 2020
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Rexall Drug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street • 772-3265 • www.petersburgrexalldrug.com                     • Closed Sunday

September Sale
HEALTH MART 
DAYTIME LIQUID CAPS 
Multi-Symptom 
Non-Drowsy 
Alcohol & Antihistamine-Free 
Liquicaps, 24ct

HEALTH MART 
MAGNESIUM CITRATE 

Saline Laxative 
Oral Solution 

10oz

HEALTH MART 
NAPROXEN SODIUM 
Pain Reliever / 
Fever Reduver 
(NSAID) 
220 mg 
Caplets, 100ct

PRESERVISION 
Eye Vitamin &  
Mineral Supplement 
AREDS 2 formula 
Soft Gels, 120ct

CLARITIN 
24 Hour 
Non-Drowsy 

Indoor & Outdoor Allergies 
Tablets, 30ct

NIZORAL 
A-D KETOCONAZOLE 
SHAMPOO 1% 
Anti-Dandruff Shampoo 
Controls Flaking, Scaling And 
Itching 
7oz

$2599

$2099

$1399 $699
Compare to Aleve

$449
Compare to Vicks DayQuil 
Cold & Flu LiquiCaps

$199 The Walk to Remember

We encourage you all to find 
a special time or place or 

quiet space to remember your 
“children” gone too soon

Children Gone 
Too Soon

was not held this year.

ST. ANDREW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Lifelong swimmer takes over VSC
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

When Viking Swim Club swimmers arrive at the community pool for 
practice, Head Coach Scott Burt greets and screens them from behind 
a podium and a piece of plexiglass. If a child has a temperature of 
100.3 or higher, he or she is not allowed to practice, Burt said.  

BRIAN VARELA  / Petersburg Pilot

Hydro project
essary paperwork filed, Leen 
hopes to complete the con-
struction of the micro hydro 
project by the end of Septem-
ber; however, he is going to 
need several days of dry 
weather to install the intake 
boxes at the bottom of each of 
the two branches of the un-
named stream.  

The intake screens on the in-
take boxes have small wedges 
that cause it to resemble a 
cheese grater, said Leen. The 
screens allow water to flow 
through, but prevent debris 
from getting in. 

Water that enters the intake 
box in the west branch of the 
stream will pass to the intake 
box in the east branch of the 
stream. From there, water col-
lected by both intake boxes 
will flow downhill in the 485 
foot long plastic pipe to the 
powerhouse.  

“Hydro’s running all the 
time,” said Leen. “It’s always 
topping up your battery sys-
tem.”  

Power generated by the tur-
bine will provide electricity to 

Leen’s house and charge a 
backup lithium iron phosphate 
battery. Because water could 
potentially be constantly turn-
ing the turbine in the power-
house, the micro hydro project 
needs a way to release the ex-
cess energy, otherwise the bat-
tery could burn out, said Leen. 
It’s common for people to di-
vert the excess energy to a 
heating system, which is what 
Leen might do.  

While the application 
process for a micro hydro proj-
ect might seem daunting to 
some, Leen encourages anyone 
living next to a water source to 
build their own. He is working 
with Sen. Lisa Murkowski’s of-
fice to simplify the application 
process, which requires rewrit-
ing federal law. The applica-
tion process also contributed to 
the amount of money Leen 
spent on the project. Between 
buying equipment and submit-
ting applications, Leen said he 
spent about $15,000 on his 
project.  

“No one should be intimi-
dated by what I had to go 
through,” said Leen. 
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  NOTICE OF REGULAR ELECTION 
Petersburg Borough 

OCTOBER 6, 2020 MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that on Tuesday, October 6, 2020, there will be a Regular Election for the Petersburg Borough, Alaska, 
for the purpose of electing:

The polls for the election will be open 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on October 6, 2020.   
The polling place for the election is the Community Gym. 

Voter Qualifications 
To vote in this election, you must: 
1) Be a United States citizen qualified to vote in the State of Alaska elections and registered to vote in the State of Alaska;  
2) at least eighteen (18) years of age;  
3) a resident of the Petersburg Borough for at least thirty (30) days preceding the election; and  
4) not disqualified under Article V of the State of Alaska Constitution as recited in Section 2.08.030. 
 
Absentee Voting  
Any qualified elector who is absent or expects to be absent from the Borough, or who will be unable to go to the polling place for 
reasons of physical disability on the day of the Election, may vote by absentee ballot.  Absentee ballots will be available in the 
Training Room of the Municipal Building, 12 S. Nordic Drive, beginning Wednesday, September 16, 2020.  Voters wishing to receive 
an absentee ballot by mail must make request for an absentee ballot to the Clerk’s office no later than 5:00 p.m., Thursday, October 
1, 2020.   Voters may vote by absentee ballot at the Municipal Building through twelve noon (12:00 p.m.), Monday, October 5, 2020.       

Debra K. Thompson 
Borough Clerk 

Published: August 27 and September 3, 2020

Two Assembly members Three Harbor and Ports Advisory Board members 
Two School Board members Four Library Advisory Board members 
Two Hospital Board members Five Parks and Recreation Advisory Board members 
Five Planning Commission members Three Public Safety Advisory Board members 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
(Meeting date revision) 

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 
Wednesday, September 9th, 2020 at 12:00 pm will be holding 
a meeting and conducting a public hearing on ZOOM.  Interested 
parties should contact Karen Malcom at (907) 772-5423 to sign 
up to testify. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive  
public comment on the following: 

A. Consideration of an application for a special use permit for 
Petersburg Mental Health Services, Inc at 100 Fram Street 
(PID: 01-007-355) 

B. Consideration of an application from Daryl Toyomura for 
a conditional use permit for a home occupation at 15 W 
Lansing ST (PID: 01-011-074) 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the request, 
either  in  writing  or verbally, will be given the opportunity to be 
heard during the above mentioned hearing. Written suggestions or 
objections to the provisions of said requests may be filed with the 
Community & Economic Development Department, PO Box 329, 
Petersburg, AK 99833 at or before such meeting and will be heard 
by the Planning Commission at the time 
and place specified. Said hearings may be 
continued from time to time as necessary. 
Published: September 3, 2020


