
WRANGELL — The 
Wrangell Borough Assembly 
held a work session on top of 
their regular meeting Tuesday, 
Sept. 24. The work session was 
to discuss the Alaska 
Municipal Sales Tax Authority, 
a statewide entity that the 
Alaska Municipal League is 
currently working to organize. 
The tax authority is meant to 
act as the “clearinghouse” for 
tax collection from remote 
retailers, according to the 
agenda packet. For towns like 
Wrangell, only large online 
retailers like Amazon meet 
certain thresholds to collect 
and remit local sales taxes. 
Aleisha Mollen, who is on the 
committee for this project, said 
that this threshold is $100,000 
in sales or 100 sales. With a 
statewide tax authority like 
the one being put together, 
online retail business would 
be measured on a state level 
instead of a local level, mean-
ing thresholds would be mea-
sured across the state and not 
in just local municipalities. 
Mollen said that Wrangell is 
potentially looking at an addi-
tional $320,000 in sales tax rev-
enue. 

What would be required 
from Wrangell, the agenda 
packet reads, is the adoption 
of various resolutions into the 

code of ordinances, according 
to Mollen. The current sales 
tax code would remain the 
same for local businesses. The 
Alaska Municipal League 
hopes to have at least seven 
municipalities ready to sign a 
compact to create the tax 
authority at their annual meet-
ing on Nov. 21. There would 
be some fees involved in join-
ing the tax authority, Mollen 
said. The AML would charge 
$1,200 a year, then a company 
they are contracting with 
would also take approximate-
ly 7.5 percent of the city’s 
online sales tax revenue. 

As this was a discussion 
item, no action was taken. 
However, Mayor Steve 
Prysunka voiced some reluc-
tance to the idea, wondering if 
a 7.5 percent fee was worth 
whatever extra revenue could 
be made from smaller retail-
ers, or if just taking the money 
from Amazon and not paying 
any fee on that was enough. 
Other members of the assem-
bly pointed out that $320,000 
was a lot of money to poten-
tially just leave on the table, 
fees or no. Mollen added there 
would be no contracts to stay 
in the tax authority for any 
length of time, and Wrangell 
could leave at any point if it 
decided to join.

Wrangell assembly considers joining tax  
authority, discusses overpaid property tax refund
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work serving Alaskans,” 
Sullivan said in an emailed 
message. 
  
Big Bay pay day!  Bristol 

Bay salmon fishermen are set 
to take home their biggest 
paychecks ever. The 2019 pre-
liminary exvessel (dockside) 
value of $306.5 million for all 
salmon species ranks first in 
the history of the fishery and 
was 248 percent of the 20-
year average of $124 million, 
according to an ADF&G 
release. 

The 2019 sockeye salmon 
run of 56.5 million fish was 
the fourth largest and it was 
the fifth consecutive year that 
inshore runs topped 50 mil-
lion fish. 

The all-species harvest of 
44.5 million is the second 
largest on record, after the 
45.4 million taken in 1995. 
This year over 43 million of 
the Bristol Bay salmon har-
vest was sockeyes. 

Here are the 2019 salmon 
base prices at Bristol Bay with 
comparisons to 2018 in paren-
theses: sockeyes - $1.35 per 
pound ($1.26); Chinook - $.50 
($.80); chums - $.25 ($.43); 
pinks - $.05 ($.20) and cohos - 
$.55 ($.80). 

The weight, harvest, and 
price of each species were 
used to estimate values and 
do not include future price 
adjustment for icing, bleed-
ing, or production bonuses. 
  
Fish guts go plastic - A 23 

year old student at the 
University of Sussex in 
England has invented a 
biodegradable plastic bag 
made from fish guts. 

Lucy Hughes was both-
ered by the “unwanted off-
cuts” from seafood process-
ing that are dumped each 
year and discovered that red 
algae along the local coastline 
worked as a binding agent. 

SeafoodNews  reports that 
Hughes used the algae to 
bind together the fish waste 
proteins into a translucent, 
plastic-like material that 
biodegrades in four to six 
weeks. 

Initial testing suggests that 
it is stronger, safer and much 
more sustainable than its oil-
based plastic counterpart.   
Hughes plans to commercial-
ize her product called 
MarinaTex. 

“For me, MarinaTex repre-
sents a commitment to mater-
ial innovation and selection 
by incorporating sustainable, 
local and circular values into 
design,” she said. “As cre-
ators, we should not limit 
ourselves in designing to just 
form and function, but rather 
form, function and foot-
print.”
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Paid by Mark Jensen, Box 457, Petersburg, AK 99833

Mayor Mark Jensen

 
 Re-elect Mark Jensen for Mayor!

Re-elect Mark Jensen for Mayor
I’m Mark Jensen, your Petersburg Borough Mayor. I have a long history in 

Petersburg. I am third generation here and I expect to make Petersburg my 
home for the rest of my life. I have been an elected official of Petersburg 
since 2007. Prior to 2007 I served on the harbor board, then started serving 
on the council twelve years ago. The 7 past years I have been your mayor. I 
am a self-employed fisherman and welder. I have been a small business owner 
for over 30 years in Petersburg. I have worked with local, state, federal, and 
international officials over the years and have built many strong relationships 
along the way.  

Can we trust Jeff Meucci, the other candidate for mayor? He was  
instrumental in the loss of 20 million dollars, when he was mayor! This 
amount of money was slated for Petersburg and known as Federal Timber 
Relief funds during the 1990s. What kind of economic development and in-
vestments could we have made with this lost money? And now can he be 
trusted with our money and economic future? 

Some of the things I’ve help  
accomplish over the years have been: 

• The divestiture of the 4-dam pool and formation of SEAPA  
  (Southeast Alaska Power Agency) 
• Funding for major projects in town like the fire hall, library  
  and harbor infrastructure, including the crane dock remodel,  
  north harbor construction and the drive down dock 
• Getting Senate Bill 26 passed, giving the borough over 10,000  
  more acres of land to select from the state 
• Keeping a Coast Guard cutter station in Petersburg 

 
I’m proud of these accomplishments for our community.  

If elected mayor on October 1st  then I will continue to work hard 
and help Petersburg move forward. 

Eric Rosvold 
 Ted and Lynn Smith 

Mike and Kay Schwartz  
John and Pam Jensen 

Julianne Curry 
Diane Schultz 

Bruce and Wendy Westre 
Bill Jensen                   

Amber and Sig Burrell 
Ole and Eloise Whitethorn 

Don Koenigs  
 Gloria Ohmer  
Dave Ohmer 

Dick and Ware Eide 
Jim and Sonya Whitethorn

Here is a list of some of the people  
who support me for mayor:

Remember to Vote  
— October 1st 

I thank everyone for your support over the  
last 12 years. I would like to remain your mayor and 

would appreciate your support.  
 If you have any questions about my positions on topics 

affecting Petersburg then don’t hesitate to call:  
Phone 907-518-0009 or email me at  

mayorjensen@petersburgak.gov

Fish Factor
Continued from page 14

Send them off  with a
piece of  Petersburg;
subscribe them to the

Petersburg Pilot!
Call 772-9393 to

find out more

KIDS
LEAVING

THE
ROOST?

INVITATION TO BID  
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed bids for the 12TH,

HOWKAN, 13TH STREET SIDEWALK PROJECT. The project generally consist of the construction for 
sidewalks and storm water sewers along 12th Street, Howkan Street and 13th Street in Petersburg, Alaska.
The project will be in three parts: base bid, additive item #1 & additive item #2. The bid will be awarded
with base bid alone or base bid with a combination of additive bid items, either item or both. Base bid is
approximately 1040 linear feet of sidewalk, with approximately 710 linear feet of storm water sewer. Ad-
ditive bid item #1 is approximately 555 linear feet of sidewalk, with approximately 540 linear feet of storm 
water sewer. Additive bid item #2 is approximately 330 linear feet of sidewalk, with approximately 200
linear feet of storm water sewer. The estimated construction cost for the base bid is between $400,000 &
$500,000. All Work must be completed by October 15, 2020. 

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association by mail, Post Office Box 1418, Pe-
tersburg, Alaska 99833, or delivered to Petersburg Indian Association. Located upstairs in the Elizabeth
Peratrovich Building, 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636 until 2:00 p.m.
prevailing time on October 17, 2019 at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in the 
PIA Conference Room. 

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located at 15
North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636), Petersburg, Alaska 99833. A non-refund-
able fee of $30.00 made payable to the Petersburg Indian Association is required for each set of contract
documents. Additional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the documents by means
other than first class mail. The Contract Documents may also be downloaded free of charge on the Peters-
burg Indian Association website (www.piatribal.org) under the top tab MORE, then under TRANSPOR-
TATION TTP section. Downloading Contract Documents from the Petersburg Indian Association website
requires the recipient send an email requesting contract changes and addenda be sent to a recipient email
address. Failure to send this email request may adversely affect your proposal. It is the Offeror’s respon-
sibility to insure that they have received all Addenda affecting this Solicitation. The email address to request
notification is:  susanharai@piatribal.org  

Petersburg Standard Specifications (CPSS) are applicable to this contract and are available for an ad-
ditional fee of $60.00 made payable to the Petersburg Borough or available for free on the Borough’s web-
site www.ci.petersburg.ak.us Additional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the
documents by means other than first class mail. All CPSS documents may be obtained at the Petersburg
Borough Public Works office. 

Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference that will be held in Petersburg Indian
Association Conference Room on Wednesday, October 9, 2019, beginning at 3:00 PM at the Conference
Room. Attendance by teleconference will be available by calling 1-907-650-7301. Technical questions re-
garding this project may be direct to the design engineer, Alan Murph, (907) 772-9216.  

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check or certified check made payable to the
Petersburg Indian Association in the amount of five percent of the total bid price. 

The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any informality
in a bid, and to make award to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the interest 
of the Petersburg Indian Association. 

Authorized by: Cris Morrison, PIA President 
Published: September 12, 19, 29 and October 3 and 10, 2019
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