
Swimming Hall of Fame in 2015. 
His name is Derek Gibb and he’s 
embarking on a new challenge – 
now the new head coach of 
Viking Swim Club and hoping 
to help lead the next generation 
of Viking swimmers. 

Gibb swam here at Petersburg 
but upon the culmination of 
high school, he was unsure if he 
wanted to continue swimming 
in college or elsewhere. It was 
during this time that his 
basketball coaches, with one of 
them being Rick Brock, told the 
young Gibb to try swimming at 
a junior college. 

“I think it helped me going 
from Viking Swim Club to a 
junior college because it had the 
same kind of team atmosphere 
that helped me go faster and get 
recruited,” Gibb said.  

The 6-foot-8 Gibb attended 
Golden West Junior College, in 
California.  

“I was going through an 
adolescent stage where I was 
trying to find my path and Rick 
[Brock] was one of the main 
supporters of me as an athlete 
not only because I was a 
basketball player but because I 
was a good swimmer,” Gibb 
said. 

Until his sophomore year of 
high school, Gibb had been 
swimming but took a year off to 
play basketball, which ended up 
manifesting in a key moment for 
him in his young career. 

“Taking that year off made me 
realize what I missed about 
swimming, the competitiveness. 
That’s what got me back into 
swimming,” Gibb recalled. “It 
was kind of like a recharge 
moment.” 

Gibb’s main events at Auburn 
were relays and during his 
career there, the Tigers set the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association Division II record 
during the 200 meter relay, with 
a time of 1:25.46 in 2004. This 
world record stood for 20 years 
until being recently broken in 
2024. During this time, the 
Tigers were a juggernaut – with 
the men’s team winning NCAA 

titles from 2003-2009 and the 
women’s winning from 2002-
2007. 

“Derek in middle and high 
school did not have a clue. To be 
honest, I didn’t know Auburn 
existed when I left high school,” 
said Gibb as he let out a short 
burst of laughter.  

There were only a handful of 
spots on Auburn’s highly 
competitive relay team. Twenty 
five male athletes and only four 
could be on the relay. When 
Gibb got to Auburn, he wasn’t 
on the main relay team — more 
of b and c teams. However, he 
worked relentlessly and 
eventually, made his way to the 
top. 

“I worked on my relay start 
over and over again to where 
days my feet would be bleeding 
cause the grip on the blocks 
were so repetitive and I think 
my coaches kinda took note of 
that,” Gibb said. “When I made 
finals in the 50 [freestyle], they 
were like ‘Wow, this kid is 
serious.’”  

After his time at Auburn, for 
at least 15 years Gibb stepped 
away from swimming — until 
Petersburg’s Jason Miller helped 
reignite the fire within where he 

started technique work Tori and 
Bella Miller. 

“It started to bring back old 
memories, making me miss 
swimming again, a passion that 
I didn’t know I missed so 
much,” Gibb said.  

Gibb applied for coaching 
positions in Petersburg and 
Juneau. Juneau offered him the 
job and he has family living 
there. However, he chose 
Petersburg, thanks in part to 
assistant coach Ginger Evens 
signing on, which meant Gibb 
would get to work with the 
person who coached him years 
ago — as well as the athletes 
Petersburg produces every year. 

Gibb takes over for outgoing 
VSC head coach, Scott Burt. In 
Burt’s final year, VSC set 15 new 
club records.  

“I did start the season with the 
goal of we want to break as 
many club records as we 
possibly can,” Burt said.  

At the end of the day, the 
philosophy for Burt was to make 
sure the kids had fun while 
continuing to improve. In 
addition to the determination 
from some of the other 
swimmers to put new records 
on the board. 

“Tori Miller, Jackson Zweifel 

and Grady Walker had been 
breaking records – and that had 
encouraged other swimmers in 
the club,” Burt said.  

Burt said the success of 
swimmers like Miller, Zweifel 
and Walker helped inspire 
swimmers like Hakon Eddy and 
more to elevate their 
performance.  

As a longtime VSC swimmer, 
the program will be honoring 
the record Lexie Tow broke last 
season during the high school 
season. 

“She just works real hard and 
achieves her goals,” head coach 
of high school swim Andy 
Carlisle said. “I expect great 
things to keep happening.” 

VSC first meet of the season 
will be Oct. 9-11th, in Sitka.  

“Ginger and I, [will] just try to 
build on what they had last year 
and go from there. The potential 
is huge with these guys – that’s 
one of my main goals, to help 
them go to the school that they 
want to,” said Gibbs. 
 

Viking Swim Club  
New Records: 

 
Hakon Eddy: 
50 Freestyle 
27.14 (2025 SE Championships) 

100 Butterfly 
1:01.25 (2025 SE 
Championships) 
200 Butterfly 
2:25.22 (2025 ASSC) 
Tori Miller: 
50 Butterfly 
27.97 (2025 NWAGR) 
50 Backstroke 
30.43 (2025 ASSC) 
100 IM  
1:05.25 (2025 NWAGR) 
100 Backstroke 
1:04.44 (2025 ASSC) 
100 Butterfly 
1:02.65 (2025 VSC Instersquad) 
Lexie Tow: 
100 Breastroke (HS) 
1:08.30 (2024 Region V 
Championships) 
200 Breastroke 
2:30.46 (2024 November Rain) 
Grady Walker: 
200 Butterfly 
2:59.54 (2025 VSC Intersquad) 
Jackson Zweifel 
50 Breastroke  
36.72 (2024 First City 
Invitational) 
100 Breastroke  
1:21.42 (2025 AGC) 
200 Breastroke  
3:00.34 (2025 VSC Intersquad) 
100 Freestyle (Tie) 
1:04.11 (2024 First City 
Invitational)

 

JOBS 
 
Petersburg Indian Association 
has a job opening for an ICWA 
Case Worker. This is a perma-
nent, part-time position that will 
pay $30-$35/hr. This position will 
be open until filled. The full job 
description is available at pia-
tribal.org or at the PIA front desk. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-11b43 

Join the PW Insurance Team! 
We are hiring a customer service 
representative with the opportu-
nity to transition to an insurance 
producer if desired. The ideal 
candidate is enthusiastic, detail-
oriented, and willing to learn. We 
are looking for someone with 

customer service experience and 
strong communication skills. If 
you thrive in fast-paced environ-
ments and enjoy building rela-
tionships, this is the job for you! 
Salary DOE, minimum starting 
wage $24 per hour. Please call 
907-772-3858 or text 907-802-

5366 for more information or 
visit www.p-wins.com/job-
posting to apply. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-15b84 

Wanted: boat/crew to harvest 
outside southeast black cod.  
907-738-1439 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-1b9 
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Silver Bay Seafoods, Petersburg  
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at SILVER BAY SEAFOODS

 
                 Applications  

Now Open for 2025. Check out 
careers.silverbayseafoods.com

Join our friendly, locally owned team!  
We have openings for: 
PRODUCE CLERK 

GRAVEYARD FREIGHT CLERK 
DELI CLERK & CASHIER

Grocery 
is hiring!

We Offer: 
• Flexible Scheduling – Perfect for students & parents 
• Company-Paid Medical Insurance 
• Competitive Wages 
• Generous Paid Time Off & Holidays 
• 401(k) with Company Match 
• Employee Discounts 
• Training & Advancement Opportunities 
• Stable, Year-Round Employment
Apply in person at Hammer & Wikan Grocery or at our business  

office located above the Convenience Store.

Musical Equipment & Lessons 
Accepting used instruments 
for consignment & purchase. 

223 S. Nordic Dr.

907-978-6365

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT PETERSBURG 
In the Matter of the Estate of  ) 

 ) 
NANCY CLAIRE STRAND 
Person Who Died  )   
DOB:  06/20/1945  ) 

 ) 
_____________________________)  CASE NO. 1PE-25-15PR

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
[AS.13.16.450] 

You are notified that the court appointed Ernest Argetsinger as
personal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against
the person who died are required to present their claims within four
(4) months after the date of the first publication of this notice or the
claims will be forever barred.     

Thomas Fine-Walsh, AK Bar No. 2102009 
  Attorney for Harold Schouweiler 

Fine & Walsh Attorneys at Law 
 PO Box 1480, Petersburg, Alaska 99833  

Published: October 2, 9 and 16, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPERTY TAX PAYMENTS DUE 

The deadline for timely payment of 2025 property taxes for the 
Petersburg Borough is Wednesday, October 15th by 4:30pm in the 
Finance Office. A postmark will not be considered timely. 
Delinquent taxes will be assessed a one-time penalty of 10% plus 
15% interest annually until paid. Payments can be made online 
at www.petersburgak.gov 
For more information, contact the Finance 

Office at 772-4425.
Published: October 2 and 9, 2025 
 

Public Notice  
The Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) is 

seeking proposals from qualified contractors to 
provide all labor, materials, supplies, tools, 
equipment, manufactured articles, transportation, and 
services, including all fuel, power, water, and 
communications necessary to install seven helicopter 
landing pads (helipads) with new owner-supplied 
fiberglass and aluminum helipads along the Tyee-
Wrangell electrical transmission line, Cleveland 
Peninsula, in Bradfield Canal near Wrangell in central 
Southeast Alaska. Bids are 
due November 7, 2025 at 
4:00 p.m. AKST. A complete 
set of the bid documents with 
additional details will be 
posted on SEAPA’s website 
at: https://www.seapahydro.org/opportunities/bids-projects 
or interested respondents may call the SEAPA office 
at (907) 228-2281 for a copy of the bid documents. 
Published: October 2, 2025

This map is a reminder that the  
City of Kupreanof 

has an ordinance prohibiting  
trapping and the discharge of 
firearms within its city limits.  

Good hunting & trapping – elsewhere.

For more information, visit www.CityOfKupreanof.org

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Here to keep you warm 
throughout the winter season!

ASK ABOUT  
NEW UPDATED  
TOYOSTOVE MODELS

! FREE PRICE QUOTE AND HEATING EVALUATION, Monitor 
brand stoves have been discontinued since 2011 and OEM parts are no 
longer being produced. Call for additional information and current prices 
for replacing aging heating systems with readily available products.

Now Installing Energy Star Rated HEAT PUMPS!  
Upgrade Your Home Comfort Today!

KIVISTO REPAIR 
HEATING SERVICES   

(907)-650-0320   •   rkivisto11@gmail.com 
P.O. Box 1781, Petersburg, AK 99833

The Pilot extends its  
best wishes to  

the persons listed on  
the Community 

Calendar. 
Those celebrating 

birthdays this week are: 
October 3: Charlotte 

Dallas, Devon Guthrie. 
October 4: Pat Ellis. 

October 5: Aaron 
MacDonald, Amber 

Doerty, Norris Halden. 
October 6: Brian 

Anderson, Isaac Steiz-
Waite. October 7: Cody 
Flint, Jeanne Thompson, 

Jim Vick, Raina 
Haltiner. October 9: 

Jennifer Davis.  
 

If you’d like to be 
included on our list, 

please call 907-772-9393.

BIRTHDAYS  
&  

ANNIVERSARIES

Continued from page 1
VSC

Viking Swim Club swimmers Tori Miller, Jackson Zweifel, former head coach Scott Burt, Grady Walker and Hakon Eddy hold with their records 
the group broke during last season, on Sept. 10, 2025, in Petersburg. Miller, Zweifel, Walker and Eddy combined for 13 of the 15 records 
broken by VSC. 

Photo courtesy of Derek Gibb

Isle, Ariel, Rhys, Nolan and Derek Gibb pose for a photo with NBC Olympic announcer and gold medalist 
and Auburn alumni Rowdy Gaines on Sept. 7th, 2024, in Auburn, Ala. In 2004, Gaines dubbed Gibb as 
“The Greatest Auburn Sprint Relay Swimmer of All Time.” 

Photo courtesy of Derek Gibb



The Petersburg High School 
Cross Country squad headed 
into the Region V 
Championships seeking to make 
some more history. The boys 
team was looking to win their 
first Region V title since 2019 
and the girls were looking to 
win back-to-back titles. In their 
way were several other teams 
such as Craig, Kake, Hoonah, 
Skagway, Haines and Klawock 
but most notably, the team 
they’ve been neck and neck with 
all season long — Wrangell. 

The Wolves came out on top 
over the PHS boys and girls 
teams, with the Vikings taking 
second place. For the girls, it 
came down to the wire. The #1 
runner in Alaska, Wrangell’s 
Jenna Meissner and the #2 
runner, Petersburg’s Arielle 
Tucker battled to the very end. 

“I knew that Arielle could 
close the gap and we’ve been 
talking about it all along and 
throughout the race, she was 
kinda right at her heels,” head 
coach Casey Gates said. “I see 
Jenna coming through and 
Arielle is right on her and I get 
so excited. I start running 
alongside her. They were both 
giving everything they had to 
cross that finish line first. It was 
one of the best things I’ve seen 
athletically.”  

Meissner finished at 20:21.04 
and Tucker finished at 20:21.80, 
as close as it gets.  

All members of the girls team 
ran a new personal or seasonal 
best. Tucker, Gabriele Whitacre 
and Zia Hulebak ran new 
personal bests and Maria Toth 
and sophomore Cadence Flint 

ran new seasonal records. Flint 
finished 6th, running 22:12. 

“Me and Maria have really 
been working together as a 
team, pushing each other to 
drop time. It’s been great,” Flint 
said.  

Flint finishing second is tied 
for her highest finish of the 
season so far, with one more 
meet remaining. 

“This race, I focused more on 
building my speed throughout 
because if you try and go the 
same speed, you’re gonna drop 
speed but if you try to build, you 
can kind of maintain a steady 
pace while still pushing yourself 
and I think that mentality really 
helped me,” Flint said. 

The Vikings as a team are 
peaking at the right time. 

“This is by far the best race of 
the season, which is exactly the 
goal. It just shows all the work 
that has been put in and the kids 
that it was worth it,” Gates said. 
“You want to be at your best at 
the end of the season, and that’s 
where we were last weekend 
and that’s where we’re at now.”  

The boys team lost to 
Wrangell by two points. The 
Vikings had five members of the 
boys team finish in the top 12 
including Gaje Ventress, Nathan 
Kerr, Alex Holmgrain, Joseph 
Hofstetter and Camden 
Johnson.  

“Overall, we did amazing, 
Wrangell just did slightly better. 
For me, I was happy I [got] a 
season record this year, so I’m 
really excited for state,” 
Holmgrain said. 

The young core for the boys 
team have stepped up this 
season. Runners like Hofstetter 
and Johnson ran new PR’s at this 
meet. 

“Those kids [Hostetter and 
Johnson] are great athletes and I 
expected both of them to do 
really well,” Gates said. “They 
have that combination of being 
talented and being able to will 
themselves through really hard 
training.” 

Holmgrain finished 6th, 
running 17:57, a new seasonal 
record for him. 

“The Sitka course overall is 
pretty flat and also, I was 
running with Nathan for the 
entire time so it was easy to 
motivate each other and we also 
set goals as we were running,” 
Holmgrain  said. “We were able 
to turn it into more short term 

goals, so we could eventually 
get the long term goal of going 
sub 18.” 

The Vikings head into the 
championship meet looking to 
win state again. 

“I think we’re really pumped 
to race Wrangell again. There’s 
just really fun competition and 
it’s good to have someone to 
push us and we’re excited,” Flint 
said. 

The state meet will be this 
Saturday, October 4th, at Palmer 
High School. 

“Losing to Wrangell this 
weekend – we’re pretty driven 
and hungry to go out there and 
get it done,” said Gates. 

 
Qualified Vikings: 
*Personal or seasonal record 
Boys: 
Gaje Ventress  3rd (17:33) 
Nathan Kerr  5th (*17:55) 
Alex Holmgrain 6th (*17:57) 
Joseph Hofstetter 10th (*18:54) 
Camden Johnson 11th (*18:58) 
Ben Kandoll 15th (*19:20) 
Waylon Jones 19th (19:48) 
Girls: 
Arielle Tucker 2nd (*20:21.80) 
#2 time in Alaska 
Maria Toth 5th (*21:48) 
Cadence Flint 6th (*22:12) 
Gabriele Whitacre 7th (*22:16) 
Zia Hulebak 13th (*23:39)
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 Job 
Openings

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

BENEFITS INCLUDE:   • Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 
• Life Insurance • Retirement • Paid Time Off 

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Full job descriptions and employment applications  
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at  

 https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,  
12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at tiffany.glass@petersburgak.gov  

Call Tiffany at 907-772-5404 for more information.

Police O!cer: $34.33/hour •
12-hour rotating shifts 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour  
Parks & Rec Full Time Custodian: Starting wage $19.49/hour •
Tuesday night through Friday night:  8:00pm - 4:00am 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour  
Parks & Rec Part-Time Custodian: $19.49/hour •
Monday 8pm - 1am, Tuesday and Thursday 8pm - 12:30am 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour  
Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor: $20.67/hour •
On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided! 
Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour  
Police Dispatcher/Corrections O!cer:  •

    $26.81/hour - 12-hour shifts: 
Training Provided, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• PMC IS SEEKING A PHYSICAL THERAPIST 
- Join our Rehabilitation team 
- Provide quality patient centered care 
- Work collaboratively with our healthcare staff 
- PMC offers competitive pay, benefits & relocation  

• MATERIALS ASSISTANT 
- Full-Time, Monday - Friday, 40 hours per week 
- Starting wage: $22.60 per hour, dependent on experience 
- Must be able to lift up to 50 pounds 
- Valid driver’s license required 
  

SCAN CODE 
to view position  
descriptions & to 

apply online 
Additional career 

opportunities  
are listed at 
pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at 
www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance • Enrollment in State of AK PERS 

• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave • Wellness Program, 
Community Gym Discount  

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

October is  
Physical Therapy Month   
Meet our Rehab team 
Nichole, Amanda, Brenna, Steve, Kelsey

Jalyn Pomrenke 
907-723-3157

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

907- 772-6000 
www.PetersburgProperties.com 

Discover this stunning 5-year-
old home nestled on a 
spacious, flat, south-facing 
acre, offering privacy and 
serene views. Built by the 
highly sought-after Aliberti 
Construction, this beautiful  
2-bedroom, 1-bath residence 
features high-end finishes 

throughout, including elegant granite countertops,  
eco-friendly cork flooring, a modern heat pump, and 
propane cooking appliances. Enjoy ample outdoor living 
space with both a covered and uncovered south-facing 
deck, perfect for relaxing or entertaining. Adjacent to  
the house, a rock pad has been carefully dug down and 
backfilled, providing a ready-to-build spot for a garage, 
workshop, or even a larger home expansion. 
Conveniently connected to Borough water, sewer,  
and electric, this property combines modern comfort  
with incredible potential don't miss your chance to make 
it yours! 
 
Your perfect home is in 

town and within 
walking distance to 

almost everything. This 
spacious 3-bedroom, 

2.5-bath residence 
featuring two inviting 
living spaces ideal for 

relaxation and 
entertaining. Enjoy the comfort and efficiency of newer 

windows, blinds, a hot water tank, and an advanced 
HRV system—all installed in 2022. Nestled in a prime  

in-town location, this charming home boasts durable 
vinyl siding and a dedicated hot tub room, perfect for 

unwinding year-round. With abundant natural light 
flooding the interiors, experience the warmth of  
a sunny exposure that brightens every corner.  

Don't miss the opportunity to own this beautifully 
updated, well-located gem! 

126 WOODROW WILSON 
DRIVE

$450,00

302 NORTH 3RD STREET

$425,000

 

FOR SALE 
 
For Sale - Porcelain 1920’s Cast 
Iron Kitchen Cook Stove, like 
new, 45 inches wide with warm-
ing ovens and reservoir - 
$4200.00. 907-340-4771 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-18b21 

 
FOR REnT 

 
One and two-bedroom apart-
ments. Call Anne 907-518-1912 
for application. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x10-16b9 

 

SERVICES 
 
Raincountry Contractors septic 
tank pumping. Available until Oc-
tober 31, 2025. 907-518-0736 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35x12-4p11 

 
MISCELLAnEOUS 

 
newsprint Roll Ends - good for 
packing, table coverings, art-
work. Pay by the pound. Avail-
able at Petersburg Pilot, 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x10-2dh 

Become a Subscriber - Call 
772-9393 to have the Petersburg 
Pilot delivered to your mailbox 
each Thursday. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x10-2dh 

 
nOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255 

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  FIBRE INC.

PHS Cross Country 
pushes to the finish, 
claims second at Region 
V Championships 
12 Vikings qualify to state
 
By AIDEN LUHR  
Pilot writer

The #1 runner in Alaska, Wrangell’s Jenna Meissner and the #2 runner, Petersburg’s Arielle Tucker deliv-
ered a must-see finish during the girls 5k at the Region V Championships, on Sept. 27, 2025, in Sitka. 
Meissner beat Tucker by a fraction of a second and led the Wolves to a first place finish over the Vikings. 

Photo courtesy of James Poulson

Petersburg senior runner Gaje Ventress races through the finish line dur-
ing the boys 5k at the Region V Championships, on Sept. 27, 2025, in 
Sitka. Ventress finished third, qualifying for state and helping the boys 
team place second overall.

Photo courtesy of James Poulson


