
The Borough Assembly dis-
cussed a resolution during 
their October 19 meeting which 
seeks to protect transboundary 
salmon rivers between Alaska 
and British Columbia. 

Resolution #2021-11 asks for 
a permanent ban on tailings 
dams and a temporary pause 
in activities relating to Cana-
dian mines along the border. 

The resolution references 
the United States-Canada 
Boundary Waters Treaty of 
1909 and the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples which sup-
port the need to maintain the 
health of transboundary rivers. 

The resolution also cites the 
importance of commercial fish-
ing to Petersburg’s economy 
and the impacts Canadian 
mines could have on it, the 
possibility of contamination 
and habitat destruction due to 
failing tailings dams, and the 
leeching of heavy metals and 
sediment from mines into 
groundwater as reasons it was 
brought forward. 

The resolution calls for the 
pause in mining activities until 
a binding international agree-
ment on watershed protections 
is implemented and agreed to 
by all jurisdictions in the area 
affected. 

Members of organizations 
supporting the resolution 
spoke to the assembly near the 
beginning of the meeting. 

Executive Director Freder-
ick Olsen Jr. of the Southeast 
Alaska Indigenous Trans-
boundary Commission, which 
is a coalition of 15 federally 
recognized tribes in Southeast 
Alaska including the Peters-
burg Indian Association, spoke 
on the impacts and hazards of 
mines and tailings dam disas-
ters. 

Brian Lynch testified on be-
half of Rivers Without Borders 
and discussed the importance 
of a panel review for mining 
projects and treaty negotia-
tions with Canada. 

“The pause in mine devel-
opment and permitting sought 
by this resolution is to have 
time to develop a binding in-
ternational agreement on wa-
tershed protections developed 
by all jurisdictions in the 
shared transboundary water-
sheds,” Lynch said. “We need 
to have a full and equal seat at 
the mine planning and envi-
ronmental assessment table, 
which we do not currently 
have.” 

Campaign Coordinator Bre-
anna Walker with Salmon Be-
yond Boarders cited the 
biodiversity of the threatened 
waters and how they con-
tribute $48 million annually to 
Southeast Alaska’s economy.  

“The Stikine River is partic-
ularly threatened by BC’s min-
ing activity,” Walker said. 
“Almost the entire riparian 
corridor of the Iskut River, the 
largest tributary of the Stikine, 
is staked with mining claims 
and multiple large scale open 
pit mines at various stages of 
exploration and development 
in the watershed in addition to 
the operating open pit Red 
Chris mine.” 

Jill Weitz, the campaign di-
rector of Salmon Beyond Bor-
ders, said the resolution is 
about the resilience of coastal 
communities and that 
Alaskans still remain unpro-
tected from potential Canadian 
mining disasters. 

“I’m very aware that these 
are big asks within these reso-
lutions, but they are absolutely 
essential if we are to have a say 
in the governance of our 
shared resources and our 

shared rivers that really are the 
lifeblood of our region,” Weitz 
said 

During the assembly’s dis-
cussion, Assembly Member 
Bob Lynn said he could not 
support the resolution as writ-
ten because it would ask an-
other country to shut down a 
major portion of the economy 
and tell them how to do it. 

Lynn had prepared a sepa-
rate draft resolution with Bor-
ough Clerk Debbie Thompson 
and had met with representa-
tives of the organizations 
which spoke at the meeting. 
Lynn said that his draft resolu-
tion was not sufficient enough 
for the organizations. Lynn 
later wrote that there were 
three differences between the 
draft resolution and the resolu-
tion before the assembly. 

According to Lynn, the first 
difference was that the draft 
resolution called for continued 
water quality monitoring by 
the United States and 
Canada to see if water quality 
is being degraded. The second 
was that the draft asked for 
changes in Canadian mining 
regulations and for a long term 
plan to reduce risk related to 
tailings dams and ponds  
instead of a shutdown in min-
ing operations. The final differ-
ence was to allow all 
stakeholders to have a seat at 
the table in future negotiations 
to ensure that there is consen-
sus at the state and federal lev-
els. 

Assembly Member Jeff 
Meucci supported the resolu-
tion and said a mining disaster 
could devastatingly impact 
commercial fisheries in cities 
throughout Southeast Alaska. 

Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton 
Gregor understood Lynn’s 
views but said that the United 
States and Canada share these 
waters and that a dialogue is 
needed. 

“I feel like in a fishing com-
munity like Petersburg, all of 
Southeast waters are intercon-
nected, none of these water-
sheds interact without the 
other,” Stanton Gregor said. 

Mayor Mark Jensen also did 
not support the resolution and 
said he would have like to 
have seen Lynn’s resolution. 

The assembly approved the 
resolution in a 5-2 vote with 
Jensen and Lynn opposed.
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Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Community 
TRICK-OR-TREAT NIGHT 

Sunday, Oct. 31, 6p-8p 
 

Homes wishing to participate should leave 
their porch light on.  

Glow necklaces & candy 
will be passed out at the Police Station  

&  the Firehall. 

Fire Department vehicles will be out  
on the road distributing glow sticks  

& candy to trick or treaters 

COME & JOIN US AT THIS YEAR’S 
ANNUAL AUCTION & DINNER

VIKING  SWIM  CLUB 

presents 

HALLOWEEN 

Wear Your Best Halloween Costume 21+ 
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30 
DOORS open at 6:00pm 

Live Auction begins at 7:00pm 
Upstairs Elks Lodge  

$35/individual • $60/couple 
Tickets available at Lee’s Clothing 

No Host Cash Bar Available

Scan me

Mitigation 
Plan

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

 
Seeking Letters of Interest to Serve as Petersburg  

Borough’s Representatives to the Southeast Alaska  
Power Agency (SEAPA) 

 
The Petersburg Borough is accepting letters of interest from 

citizens who wish to serve the community as Board Member to 
the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) for calendar year 
2022.  The Borough Assembly will appoint one voting member 
and one alternate to the SEAPA board. 

Letters of interest should be submitted to Mayor Jensen or 
Clerk Thompson at the Borough  
offices located at 12 S. Nordic Drive; 
by sending to PO Box 329,  
Petersburg, AK 99833; or by emailing 
to dthompson@petersburgak.gov. 
Published: October 28 and November 4, 2021

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS  
SNOW REMOVAL AND STREET SANDING SERVICES 

FOR PAPKE’S LANDING AREA 
 

Petersburg Borough is seeking proposals for snow removal 
and street sanding of private roads located within the Papke’s 
Landing area. Roads to be serviced include approximately 2.3 
miles of dirt driveways. Proposals are due at 2:00pm on  
Thursday, November 4th.  

For questions or to request a copy 
of the RFP, contact Public Works  
Director Chris Cotta at (907) 772-4430 
or ccotta@petersburgak.gov. 
 
Published: October 21 and 28, 2021

The Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency (SEAPA) is seeking proposals 
from qualified contractors to provide all 
labor, materials, supplies, tools,  
equipment, manufactured articles, 
transportation, and services, including 
all fuel, power, water, and communications necessary to replace 11 
existing helicopter landing pads (helipads) with new owner- 
supplied aluminum helipads along the Tyee-Wrangell electrical 
transmission line, Cleveland Peninsula, in Bradfield Canal near 
Wrangell, Alaska in central Southeast Alaska.  

Bids are due November 19, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. AKST. A complete 
set of the bid documents with additional details will be posted on 
SEAPA’s website at www.seapahydro.org/rfp.php as of 8:00 a.m. 
on Friday, October 29, 2021 or interested respondents may call the 
SEAPA office as of that date at (907) 228-2281 for a copy.  
Published: October 28, 2021 

 Petersburg     
 Dinner/Auction

Saturday, November 6, 5:00 p.m. 
at Petersburg Elks Lodge 

$50.00 PER PERSON 
Choice of prime rib or halibut by Heidi & Liv 

 

(Package deals for Table of 8 available) 
For tickets: Call: 650-7117 or 518-0980    

Tickets also available at Blomster Hus &  
High Tide Enterprise (NAPA) 

 

Borough Assembly approves  
transboundary salmon resolution
 
By CHRIS BASINGER 
Pilot writer

Training opportunity  
The Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department is offering  

an Emergency Trauma Technician (ETT) Course
Thursday, November 7th  

through Thursday, November 28th 

Classes will be held on Sundays during the day  
and Monday and Wednesday in the evenings 

Basic Life Support (BLS)  

for Healthcare Providers is a course 

prerequisite and will be offered  

in the evening  
on Wednesday, November 3rd 

Published: October 28, 2021

Call 772-3355 or stop  
by the Fire Station  

for more information. 

Your community 

needs you!
Volunteer  

with PVFD


