
JUNEAU –  Alaska Marine 
Highway System (AMHS) was 
recently informed that the 
M/V LeConte is in need of 
more extensive repairs than 

originally anticipated. AMHS 
budgeted $1.2 million for over-
haul of the 45-year-old 
LeConte, but after an extensive 
survey of the steel hull, it was 
determined that considerable 
repair work is needed. The ad-
ditional repairs are estimated 
to cost $4 million. 

Repair work has temporar-
ily stopped on the LeConte. On 
Nov. 4, AMHS will bring the 
M/V Aurora into the Vigor 
shipyard dry-dock in 
Ketchikan for annual overhaul 
and survey to determine the 
extent of repair required. 

Repair estimates for the Au-
rora should be available by 
Nov. 15, which will give a more 
firm estimate for future service. 

AMHS does not have the 

budget to repair both the 
LeConte and the 44-year-old 
Aurora. Based on estimates, re-
pair work will proceed on the 
vessel that requires the least 
amount of work. 

Beginning Oct. 31, there will 
be no AMHS service to An-
goon, Tenakee, Pelican and 
Gustavus. The following com-
munities will have reduced 
service: Haines and Skagway 
will receive service once per 
week and Hoonah will receive 
service twice per month. 

AMHS is exploring possible 
alternatives to continue service 
while the LeConte and Aurora 
are offline. All affected cus-
tomers will be notified as soon 
as possible if alternative serv-
ice becomes available. 

Both LeConte & Aurora out of service
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-09 
Ordinance #2019-09, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 4.28, 

“Sales Tax”, of the Borough Code to Clarify that Sales of  
Marijuana and Marijuana Products to Non-profit Organizations 
and Senior Citizens are Subject to the Borough Sales Tax has 
been adopted by the Borough Assembly.  Provisions of the  
ordinance take effect immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, Papke’s 
Landing posting board, the Library, and 
the Municipal Harbor office for review 
during normal office hours.     
Published: November 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-10 
Ordinance #2019-10, an Ordinance Updating Chapter 3.10 of 

the Municipal Code, Entitled “Public Notice of Meetings”, to  
Reflect Borough Incorporation has been adopted by the Borough 
Assembly.  Provisions of the ordinance take effect immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, Papke’s 
Landing posting board, the Library, and 
the Municipal Harbor office for review 
during normal office hours.  
Published: November 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-11 
Ordinance #2019-11, an Ordinance Updating Chapter 3.70 of 

the Municipal Code, Entitled “Petersburg School Board”, to  
Reflect Borough Incorporation has been adopted by the Borough 
Assembly.  Provisions of the ordinance take effect immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, Papke’s 
Landing posting board, the Library, and 
the Municipal Harbor office for review 
during normal office hours.   
Published: November 7, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-12 
Ordinance #2019-12, an Ordinance Providing for Repeal of 

Chapter 3.42, “Utility Advisory Board”, and Chapter 3.49, “Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Board”, of the Code of the Former City 
of Petersburg (Now Service Area 1) has been adopted by the  
Borough Assembly.  Provisions of the ordinance take effect  
immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 12 
S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, Papke’s 
Landing posting board, the Library, and 
the Municipal Harbor office for review 
during normal office hours.    
Published: November 7, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Planning and Zoning Commission, on Tuesday,  

November 12th, 2019 at 12:00 pm, will be holding a meeting and conducting a public hearing in the 
Assembly Chambers located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive 
public comment on the following: 

     A. Election of Planning Commission Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary. 
     B. Recommendation to Borough Assembly on an application from John and Stanley Reid to  

               rezone 112 Scow Bay Loop RD (PID: 01-057-100) from Industrial to Commercial-2. 
     C. Recommendation to Borough Assembly on an application from Rob Schwartz to purchase  

          approximately 35,000 sf. of borough property located at N 14th ST. 
     D. Consideration of an application from Robert and Beverly Lopez for a variance from the  

          front and rear yard setback requirements to allow for extending a roof at 205 Lumber St  
          (PID: 01-007-740). 
Interested persons desiring to present their views on the  request,  either  in  writing  or verbally, will 
be given the opportunity to be heard during the above mentioned hearing. Written suggestions or 
objections to the provisions of said requests may be filed with the 
Community & Economic Development Department at or before 
such meeting and will be heard by the Petersburg Planning and Zon-
ing Commission at the time and place specified. Said hearings may 
be continued from time to time as necessary. 
Published: November 7, 2019

Moose Lodge #1092• Elks Lodge #1615 
Women of the Moose • Emblem Club #81  

Annual Veterans Day Dinner   
for Vets and their  

spouses, widows of Vets, 
Active Duty Military, 

Coast Guard and 
National Guard.

Monday, Nov. 11 
Elks Lodge 

Program at 5:30 pm 
Dinner at 6:00 pm

For more info or reservations, call 772-4601   

Fire and EMS Director Sandy Dixson was authorized to advertise 
and fill the EMS coordinator position by the borough assembly at the 
meeting on Monday. 

The EMS coordinator will train volunteers, respond to calls, assist 
with the fire program and help with the day-to-day operations of the 
fire department, according to Dixson. The previous EMS coordinator 
position turned into the department head in the mid-2000s, but an 
additional staff member was never hired, according to Dixson The 
department head has since been taking on additional duties, includ-
ing responding to EMS calls when volunteers can’t make it.  

Nationwide, and in the borough, there has been a shortage of vol-
unteers. The EMS coordinator would be on hand to train more vol-
unteers and train current volunteers to higher level emergency 
trauma technicians. Dixson compared a full crew of volunteers ready 
to respond to an emergency to an insurance policy. 

“We hope we never need it, but we 
have it in case we do need it,” said Dix-
son. “It’s to protect us. Think about 
protecting the community.” 

In July, the borough assembly 
funded the position, which comes out 
to approximately $96,000 annually 
with benefits, in the 2020 fiscal year 
budget; however, the assembly held off 
on filling it due to uncertainty on how 
much funding the borough would re-
ceive from the state. At Monday’s as-
sembly meeting, Mayor Mark Jensen 

remained cautious in filling the position in case the state decided to 
cut further funding to the borough next year, which, he said, has been 
insinuated by the borough’s state representative and senator.  

“I’m just worried that at some point we’re going to be out of 
money, and we’re not going to have the money to fund this,” said 
Jensen. “As far as level of importance, I think public safety is impor-
tant.” 

Assembly Member Brandi Marohl also saw the need of filling the 
vacant EMS coordinator position, but she said she would prefer an 
alternative to a full-time employee, such as a seasonal or part-time 
staff member.  

Other members of the assembly were in favor of filling the posi-
tion, citing public safety, a low amount of available volunteers and 
increased call volumes as reasons for their support. 

“I feel it would be incredibly irresponsible at this point to not do 
it, and maybe there’s a different solution to this but that’s later on 
down the road,” said Assembly Member Taylor Norheim. “I just 
think it’s been kicked off for too long.” 

The vote to authorize Dixson to fill the EMS coordinator position 
passed in a 6-1 vote, with Jensen against it.

Borough to hire an 
EMS coordinator
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Devilʼs Thumb Shooters competed in the 
fifth annual Southeast Fall Trap Shoot Invi-
tational in Juneau last month.

The Devil’s Thumb Shooters traveled 
to Juneau the weekend of Oct. 26 to par-
ticipate in the 5th Annual SE Fall Trap 
Shoot Invitational. We took 11 athletes 
from 4th - 12th grade. 

Our two seniors Franklin Neidiffer 
and Noah File shot well, but the compe-
tition in the varsity level is fierce. At that 
level, they must shoot near perfect. They both were close, by shooting near 90% in Trap. 

Our intermediate squad is our strong suit. We had a shootout for 3rd place, American Trap. 
All were from Petersburg, Jonas and Markus Anderson plus Cayden Turland. Jonas beat Cay-
den, with Cayden missing his 15th shot and Jonas hitting 15 straight. Jonas won 3rd place Trap, 
2nd place Wobble, and 2nd place High over all.  Cayden won 3rd in Wobble. Markus just 
missed 4th or 5th in every event. Trent Kittams had a 2nd place finish in Super Sporting Clays. 
Erik Thynes had a good first time showing. Adam Perry also had a good showing.  

Our novices, Cayden Smith and Tucker Gibson, both 4th graders, shot in the high 50’s (out 
of 100). Alex Holmgrain, 6th grade, shot in the high 50’s. In the past, those scores won medals 
in the novice division. These young shooters are all getting much better over all. This year the 
winner of the Novice division shot in the 80’s out of 100. 

The Devil’s Thumb Shooters will take the winter off and start back shooting in March. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
LARRY OʼREAR 

Devil’s Thumb  
Shooters results

Jonas Anderson, left, poses with his third place 
American Trap medal, alongside Cayden Turland, 
right, with his third place Wobble medal.

  
  “Think about 
protecting the 
community.”  

—  SANDY DIXSON 

FIRE AND EMS DIRECTOR 

Sandy Beach  
Playground  
Renovation

Each month features a  Petersburg  
photo donated by Carey Case

Be part of this exciting project by purchasing space for the special occasions in your life.

Cost: $10/occasion 
(10 occasions = 1 Free Calendar 
Deadline: Friday, Nov. 15

Forms available at Viking Travel, Anchor Properties or the Petersburg Pilot. 
Calendars will be available  

for holiday gift giving at $20 per calendar by mid - December


