
Rae C. Stedman Elementary 
School brought on board six new 
teachers this year as the school 
looks to create smaller class sizes 
to mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 within the building.  

One of the new teachers is a 
face some students may already 
know. After teaching at the 
Mitkof Dance Troupe, Kaili 
Swanson decided she wanted to 
do something to help the commu-
nity push through the COVID-19 
pandemic. She received an emer-
gency teaching certification 
through the state and started 
teaching kindergarten.  

“Even though I haven’t had 
the formal school training in 
teaching, I have the experience 
from actually being in a teaching 
field in a little different manner,” 
said Swanson.  

Swanson, from a small farm-

ing town in Indiana, attended In-
diana University and went on to 
graduate from Columbia College 
Chicago with a master’s degree in 
dance movement theory and 
counseling. Swanson who moved 
to Petersburg in 2007, at the time 
had a brother who worked for the 
United States Forest Service. She 
had planned to eventually move 
to Washington or Oregon, but she 
soon met her husband Adam 
Swanson and has been in Peters-
burg ever since.  

At the third grade level, two 
new teachers were hired this year. 
Amy Wilkes is originally from 
Georgia and only just arrived in 
Petersburg in July. Her husband, 
Blake Wilkes, is a member of the 
United States Coast Guard and 
recently was stationed here.  

With about seven years of 
teaching and working with kids 
under her belt, Wilkes saw the 
opening for temporary teachers at 
the Petersburg School District and 

applied. She eventually got the 
job and is working hard to keep 
up with the demand of being a 
teacher during the time of 
COVID-19. 

“I’m pretty creative in the way 
that I teach,” said Amy. “I’m very 
interactive. You hardly ever find 
me sitting down. I’m always on 
the move and interacting with 
the kids.” 

Shelley Johnston was also 
hired as a third grade teacher. 
Johnston’s husband, Ralph John-
ston, had also been stationed in 
Petersburg through the USCG. 
They arrived in town in the early 
2000s, but the couple was relo-
cated after two years. The USCG 
brought them back five years 
ago, and the two have since set-
tled down in Petersburg follow-
ing Ralph’s retirement.  

Johnston recently completed 
her bachelor’s degree through 
the University of Alaska Fair-
banks and is in her first year of 
teaching. She said she likes to in-
corporate humor into her lesson 
plans to help build relationships 
with her students.  

“I like to joke with them and 
be silly,” said Shelley. “I try to 
have fun.” 

Two fifth grade teachers were 
also hired this year.  

Brittany Potrzuski moved to 
Petersburg from Sitka when her 
husband, Mikalai Potrzuski, took 
a teaching position at Mitkof 
Middle School.  

Potrzuski is originally for 
Washington and attended college 
at Washington State University. 
She then went on to enroll at the 
University of North Dakota but 
has since transferred to the Uni-
versity of Alaska Southeast 
where she is working on her 
master’s degree in special educa-
tion. While this is her first year 
teaching, she has spent the last 
four years working as a parapro-
fessional.� 

“I want to find ways for [stu-
dents] to be successful,” said 
Potrzuski. “I want kids to cele-
brate what is unique about them-
selves and learn to use that to 
their advantage.” 

The other fifth grade teacher 
hired is Vanessa Miller. For eight 
years up until 2014, she had been 
teaching first grade at the ele-
mentary school. She had become 
overwhelmed with raising her 
three young kids and decided 
she needed to take a break from 
teaching. Miller said she still 
found time to volunteer at the 
school district and already knows 
her students as a result.  

“I’ve been working with these 
kids, and now to see them in fifth 
grade, it’s really neat to see that 
transformation,” said Miller.  

She has a bachelor’s degree in 

liberal arts with an emphasis in 
history and anthropology 
through the Universe of Alaska 
and is currently working on her 
master’s degree.  

Jaime Eddy was hired as a 
fourth grade teacher at the ele-
mentary school, but the Pilot was 
unable to schedule a time to in-
terview him. 
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We are following EOC protocols 
and have an approved plan.  All 
attendees MUST wear a mask 
over nose and mouth while in 

the building and only 4 people 
will be admitted at a time.

Equilibrium  
enameling and painting by Ashley Lohr 

November 12 - 28 
Tickets are required to see the show but are free. 

 You can sign up through  
Eventbrite by clicking the link on 

our Facebook page, or clicking on 
the show image on the  

Clausen Museum webpage at 
www.clausenmuseum.com.

Annual Sons of Norway  
Potato Ball Dinner 

Sunday, November 15th, 5:00 pm  
at the Sons of Norway Hall    

To go orders available at the door or dine in at the hall. 
NO POTLUCK items, Donations to the hall are suggested. 

Event details on SON Facebook page  or RSVP to 772-4575 
MEMBERS ONLY 

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION  
OF REDEMPTION PERIOD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute 
29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal 
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in 
Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree entered on December 4, 
2018 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First Judicial 
District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-18-39 Civil), foreclosing 
on real property against which taxes are delinquent for the year 
2017, will expire on December 14, 2020. A copy of the Judgment 
and Decree is available for inspection at the Borough Finance 
Department, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833. 

 
Properties listed in Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree, 

unless redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough 
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and 
every right or interest of a person in said properties will be 
forfeited forever to the Borough, subject to certain repurchase 
rights of the owner of record set out in Alaska 
Statute!29.45.470/Petersburg Municipal Code 4.24.465. 

 
 
 
 

Published:November 12, 19, 25 and December 3, 2020.

Jody Tow, Finance Director 
Petersburg Borough

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION  
OF REDEMPTION PERIOD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute 
29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal 
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in 
Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree entered on November 
22, 2019 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First 
Judicial District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-19-55 Civil), 
foreclosing on real property against which taxes are delinquent 
for the year 2018, will expire on December 14, 2020. A copy of 
the Judgment and Decree is available for inspection at the 
Borough Finance Department, 12 South Nordic Drive, 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833. 

Properties listed in Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree, 
unless redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough 
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and 
every right or interest of a person in said properties will be 
forfeited forever to the Borough, subject to certain repurchase 
rights of the owner of record set out in Alaska 
Statute!29.45.470/Petersburg Municipal Code 4.24.465. 

 
 
 
 

Published:November 12, 19, 25 and December 3, 2020.

Jody Tow, Finance Director 
Petersburg Borough

No!ce of PIA Elec!on
Due to the COVID‐19 pandemic, the 2021 PIA Election will 
be conducted predominately by a mailed ballot system. 
Ballots will be mailed to qualified voters on December 1, 
2020. Ballots can be returned in person at the PIA office 
from December 1‐January 4th during scheduled voting 
hours. Ballots cannot be returned by mail. If you cannot 
leave your residence, we can arrange for your ballot to be 
th picked up. Ballots will be tabulated on January 5 , 2021. 
 
The following seats will be up for elec!on: 
  Council Chair (President): 1 – One Year Term  
  Council Member: 3 – Two Year Term 
  JOM Parent Commi"ee Member:  
      2 – Two Year Term 

     2 – One Year Term 
 

Declara"ons of candidacy forms are due by 4pm on 
November 16th 2020. 

Any eligible person wishing to run 
as a write‐in candidate must submit a 
le#er of intent by 4:00pm on 
November 23rd, 2020. 

For Declara"on of Candidacy or 
Le#er of Intent forms, an absentee ballot, ques"ons or to 
enroll with PIA, please contact Tina Kerr at the PIA office at 
772‐3636 or by email at piaelec"on@piatribal.org.
Published: November 5, 12, 19 and 25, 2020

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Vanessa MillerShelley JohnstonKaili SwansonBrittany PotrzuskiAmy Wilkes

Sixth grade teachers Bridey Short and Casey Gates are the two 
newest additions to the teaching staff at Mitkof Middle School.   

Both teachers signed a one year contract with the district, but 
while Short’s position is permanent, Gates was signed on temporar-
ily to address the need for staff during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Short is originally from Petersburg, but left Alaska to attend col-
lege at the University of Montana. She moved back home in 2009 
after graduating with a degree in social work and physiology.  

In the years since, she has been teaching preschool and working 
with kids in the community. She enrolled in a teacher preparation 
program through the University of Alaska Southeast and has spent 
the last two years completing a teaching practicum with teachers at 
the Petersburg District. She finished the program in May of this year.  

While her first year as a teacher has been a bit unorthodox due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Short said she felt she was at an advantage 
since she has already created relationships with her students while 
student teaching.  

“So much of teaching is building those relationships with stu-
dents,” said Short. “Especially when you’re on the computer half the 
time as we were when we were in yellow. To already have those re-
lationships established was huge, and it just gave me such an advan-
tage being a first year teacher during this time.” 

She said at the start of the school year when students were attend-
ing class online from home, she discovered some online tools she 
plans to continue using in her lesson plans. In the classroom, Short 
said she likes to lead students in discussions that encourage everyone 
to participate and contribute.  

Gates also said he likes to use online strategies to reach his stu-
dents. When the school year started under COVID-19 protocols, the 
online tools helped everyone stay in sync with the lessons, he said. 
However, he’d like to incorporate more lessons that have the stu-
dents working together.  

“In a typical school year, I’d like to do group work, but that’s a lit-
tle hard to do with the current situation,” said Gates.  

Gates is originally from the high desert in Oregon, but he moved 
to Petersburg in 2019 to be with his girlfriend, formerly Emma Ingle, 
who he has since married. Now he spends his free time fishing, hunt-
ing, hiking and boating.  

He graduated from Western Oregon University in 2018 with a 
bachelor’s degree in English. He plans to pursue a master’s degree 
next year to receive more permanent teaching credentials. He is cur-
rently teaching with a temporary emergency teaching certification 
from the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development.  

Tyler Thain was also hired at Mitkof Middle School as a special 
education teacher, but he didn’t immediately reply to the Pilot’s re-
quest for an interview. 

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Elementary school hires six new teachers 

Bridey Short Casey Gates

New MS teachers see 
benefit of online tools

The Petersburg High School volleyball team partici-
pated in at least one volleyball match, but Head Coach 
Jaime Cabral did not respond to the Pilot’s request for an 
interview. 

No volleyball story this week

This map is a reminder that the  
City of Kupreanof 

has an ordinance prohibiting  
trapping and the discharge of 
firearms within its city limits.  

Good hunting & trapping – elsewhere.

For more information, visit www.CityOfKupreanof.org


