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Coast Guard helicopter crashes during rescue

Petersburg emergency services respond, all 4 crew s

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

Late Monday night, a Coast Guard
MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter from Air
Station Sitka crashed on Read Island in
Farragut Bay during a search and rescue
mission for a nearby fishing vessel —
leaving four helicopter crew members
in need of urgent rescuing, as well.

The prompt response from Peters-
burg’s emergency services played a cru-
cial role in the successful rescue
operation that resulted in the survival of
all four helicopter crew members.

Two members were discharged from
the hospital Wednesday morning ac-
cording to the latest public update from
the Coast Guard. The other two mem-
bers who arrived with serious injuries
have since improved and are now listed
in fair condition at Harborview Medical
Center in Seattle.

The Coast Guard crew was en route
to deliver dewatering pumps to the
Lydia Marie fishing vessel —which ini-
tially called for assistance with flooding
at approximately 8:06 p.m. on Monday,
Nov. 13.

Sector Southeast watchstanders in

Juneau received a distress call about the
helicopter crash from the Lydia Marie at
around 11:05 p.m. and contacted the Pe-
tersburg Police Department dispatchers.

The initial report described the
crew’s condition as one walking
wounded, one seemingly okay, one with
a suspected broken femur and one with
condition unknown. Advanced Life
Support (ALS) was requested on scene.

Petersburg's emergency services, in-
cluding two troopers, one police officer,
and five Search and Rescue members
quickly mobilized.

At 11:28, a text was sent out for Pe-
tersburg Volunteer Fire Department
Search and Rescue (SAR) volunteers to
report to the fire hall.

Petersburg Police Officer Drew
Ayriss, Alaska Wildlife Troopers Cap-
tain Derek DeGraaf and Sergeant Cody
Litster departed Petersburg for the
scene first in the troopers high speed pa-
trol vessel.

PVFD EMT-IIs Dan Bird and Aaron
Hankins gathered resources from a
PVFD ambulance for providing prelim-
inary medical care at the site.

They set out on the harbor depart-

Continued on page 3
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Photo corlesy of Aaron Hankins

A U.S. Coast Guard M-60 Jayhawk helicopter crashed in the tree line on Read Island
during a search and rescue mission. All four crew members survived the crash.
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IBEW and
Borough
ratify new
contract

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

The Petersburg Borough and
International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW)
agreed to increase wages for
union workers in the most re-
cent ratified contract approved
by the Petersburg Borough As-
sembly on Nov. 6.

The Petersburg Municipal
Power & Light department
(PMPL) has struggled for over a
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Continued on page 16
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Viking Swim Club hosts November Rain

Tori Miller, age 11, takes first in the 200 yard butterfly event on Friday evening. See the swim meet story on page 9.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot
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November 16, 1923 - What
for a time looked like a serious
accident occurred to the
steamer Northwestern as she
was pulling away from the
Petersburg dock last Saturday.
In rounding the red spar buoy
into the channel opposite the
town, the vessel refused to
answer her helm and plowed
into the sand bar in front of the
Hanseth homestead. When she
finally stopped, her bow was
within a few feet of dry land
and she was apparently tightly
stuck. Scows were immediately
towed to the scene and
considerable concentrates from
the forward hold were
lightered. After a wait of about
two hours the ship was backed
off the bar uninjured and
proceeded on her way. One
fortunate circumstance was the
fact that the tide had two hours
to raise following the accident,
otherwise the boat would have
been stuck on the bar for a
month as she went aground on
the last high tide of the month.
Captain Glasscock reported

Northern

Nights Theater

This Weekend:
Five Nights at
Freddy’s

1h 50m - Rated PG-13
Horror/Adaptation

Showings:
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm
Sunday @ 4 pm

Next weekend:

Free of charge to the community
11/25 & 11/26 (Sat & Sun)
1pm: Polar Express
4pm: Arthur’s Christmas
7pm: Christmas Vacation

Concessions available.

wa }‘ 'Cred|t cards accepted.
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Date High Low Precip
Nov 8 M M M
Nov 9 45 40 0.18
Nov 10 44 40 0.51
Nov 11 42 34 0.46
Nov 12 42 29 0.00
Nov 13 37 25 0.21
Nov 14 40 32 0.33

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.69”

This weather service is provided by
the FAA weather observation station
at the James A. Johnson Airport.

DAYLIGgT
Hours {£)

Date Sunrise Sunset Daylight
Nov16 7:32a 3:37p 8:05hrs
Nov 17 7:34a 3:36p 8:02hrs
Nov 18 7:36a 3:34p 7:58hrs
Nov 19 7:38a 3:32p 7:54hrs
Nov 20 7:40a 3:30p 7:50hrs
Nov 21 7:43a 3:29p 7:46hrs
Nov 22 7:45a 3:27p 7:42hrs

Yesterday's News

News from 25-50-75-100 years ago

from Wrangell that the boat
was not taking any water and
that she would get away from
Seattle on her regular schedule.

November 12, 1948 -
Progress - like it did with the
pony express - has caught up
with the dog team express. The
railway mail service
announced it was lifting winter
restrictions on parcel post
traffic between the states and
the Seward peninsula and
Nome areas. The regulations,
which prevented persons in
those areas from sending and
receiving parcels between
November 1 and March 31,
were  of  long-standing.
Originally, they were intended
to cut down the loads carried
by dog teams. Loads carried by
dog teams were handled at
extremely high cost. In the
past, parcels from the states
were held up at Seattle until
spring. The air age, the railway
service said, has changed all
that. Air service has increased
to the point where it is possible
to serve outlying communities
on a year-round basis.

November 15, 1973 - There
is no immediate danger of
Petersburg running out of
water according to City
Manager Scougal. “There is an
adequate supply for the
present but there is none to
waste,” he said. The cold
weather  Petersburg  has
experienced during the past
two weeks has reduced the

level of the city’s reservoir but
not to that of four years ago
when Petersburg residents
were hauling water from Falls
Creek. The level of the
reservoir, when it is full, is
about 14 feet. At the present
time the water is about 18
inches below the spillway and
it is covered with about 7
inches of ice. “If we had just
had about two feet of snow
cover before the freeze, there
would not be any problem,”
commented Ken Welde. “I
requested that the cannery and
cold storage plant reduce their
consumption last Friday and 1
estimate that, as a result of

their cooperation, we are
consuming about 500,000
gallons less per day” A

warming trend, not unheard of
during this time of year, would
probably bring the reservoir
back to its full capacity.
Scougal said that a number of
persons have called his office
expressing concern and that
someone called from Juneau to
say he had two water trailers of
2,800 gallon capacity each that
he would bring from
Bellingham ‘for the crisis.”

November 19, 1998 - In
what was described as a
“spellbinding” show, the Yeil
Sé Raven’s Voice Theater
performed this week for the
students of Petersburg Schools
as well as providing drama
workshops and will cap off
their performances with a
show Thursday night in the

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS

Brought
to you by:

PMC

Parks & Rec Community Center

THURSDAY, November 16
HS Region 5 -2A Volleyball Championships: 8:30am, HS Gym
Stories In Motion: 11:00am, Public Library
PIA Tribal Council Meeting: 5:00pm, Hallingstad-Paeratrovich Building
Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church basement
Ragnarok Rollers Practice: 7:30pm, Parks & Rec Community Center

FRIDAY, November 17
HS Region 5 -2A Volleyball Championships: 11:45am, HS Gym
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church
Bingo Night: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church

SUNDAY, November 19
Knitting Group - all welcome: 2:00pm, Mountain View Manor Social Hall
Ragnarok Rollers Practice: 5:00pm Parks & Rec Community Center

MONDAY, November 20
Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall
Bingocize: 10:00am, Parks & Rec Community Center
Hospital Guild Meeting: 1:30pm, Dorothy Ingle Conference Room at

Burger Night: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge
Borough Assembly Meeting: 6:00pm, Municipal Building
AA Women’s Meeting: 7:00 pm, Presbyterian Church

TUESDAY, November 21
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00 pm, Holy Cross Classroom

WEDNESDAY, November 22
Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall
Bingocize Strength Building and Social Engagement: 10:00 am,

Free Super For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church

Aaska

AIRLINES

Middle School Auditorium.

The show, entitled “40
Daydreams,” encompasses
several different layers of

meaning, according to Brenda
Sallenbach of the Petersburg
Indian Association. Sallenback
explained that following a
person’s death there is a forty
day party that celebrates a new
beginning. The theater group,
made up of Gene Tagaban,
Alan Haden, and Lana
Stevens, used to perform
under Sea Alaska’s Nakahidi
Group, but lost their funding
and have since formed Raven’s

Voice as their  “new
beginning.” Sallenback
explained that the group

dramatizes Native Alaskan
stories, not just Tlingit tales,
using masks and regalia in
their shows. Part of the
funding to bring the group to
Petersburg was provided by
the Johnson O’Malley Native
Education Studies Program. In
addition to the culture that the
dramatizations provide,
Sallenback also pointed out
that the performance is special
because it is Gene Tagaban’s
debut performance for his
family. She explained that
while he has been performing
for some time, this is the first
performance in Petersburg in
front of his grandmother
Marie James.

High School and Middle School NHS and JNHS
students along with Petersburg Girl Scouts
Petersburg Door-To-Door

Canned Food Drive
Saturday, November 18th,
10am to Noon

Suggested donation items: Yams & marshmallows - Whole kernel or creamed corn
- Green beans - Cream of mushroom soup - French’s fried crispy onions - Canned mandarins
- Fruit cocktail - Jell-0 mix - Canned pumpkin - Evaporated milk
- Instant mashed potatoes - Stove fop stuffing - Gravy mix packets - Olives
- Cranberries- jellied or whole - Canned Ham
For more information contact Linda at 097-518-0798.

boat and more.

P-W Insurance
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858

We provide a full range of insurance services:
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters,

é PETERSBURG h
NOVEMBER 2023
HigH TiDES Low TipES
AM. P.M. AM. P.M.

Time Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft.
16 Thu 253 149 221 17.7 827 42 914 141
17 Fri 3:41 143 3:07 16.9 9:12 48 10:04 -0.4
18 Sat 436 13.7 4:01 15.8 10:07 54 11:02 0.4
19 Sun 5:41 134 5:08 14.7 11:19 58 i e
20Mon 652 136 6:31 13.8 0:09 1.1 12:46 5.5
21 Tue 800 144 757 136 120 16 2:11 4.4
22Wed 858 156 9:14 140 227 1.8  3:21 2.7

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

1000 S. Nordic Drive « Phone: 772-4240 « Hours: Mon. — Fri. 8 am - 5 pm, Sat. 8am - 4pm
\ Facebook: @PistonRudderServicelnc )

FERRY SCHEDULE

Terminal Office *

772-3855 or call 800-642-0066

< NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES >

< SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES >

Fri 11/17
Fri 11/24
Fri 12/15
Fri 12/22
Fri 12/29

CoLUMBIA
CorLumBia  11:30 P.M.
KENNIcOTT 05:30 P.M.
Kennicott  10:45 p.m.
Kennicott 05:30 P.m.

05:30 P.m.

11/20 CoLumBiA 03:45 A.M.
11/27 CoLumBia 02:45 A.M.
12/18 KEeENNicOTT 02:15 A.M.
12/25 KEennicotT 01:30 A.m.
01/01 KennicotT 01:45 A.Mm.

Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon
Mon

To add an event to the Happenings calendar

call us at 772-9393 or email Pilotpub@gmail.com

PETERSBURG, ALASKA

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

pelersburq@pilol




Helicopter

Continued from page 1
ment’s security skiff with
Wilderness First Responders
Patrick Fowler and Bjorn Stolpe
as boat operator, and SAR vol-
unteer Christine Lynne.

It was a very dark night with
rough seas, strong wind and
glare off the snowfall, “kind of
the worst possible” visibility,
described Fowler at the debrief-
ing at the Petersburg Fire Hall
on Tuesday evening.

Stolpe described the water
safety conditions as right on the
line of acceptable. Any worse
and the harbor security vessel
might have needed to turn
back.

According to the Coast
Guard, “On-scene weather at
the beginning of the search and
rescue evolution with the Lydia
Marie was reported with wind
speeds at 28-34 miles per hour
and seas at four to five feet.
Upon arrival at the scene of the
crash, a second Coast Guard
MH-60 rescue helicopter re-
ported wind speeds of 46 miles
per hour, visibility at one-quar-
ter of a mile, and seas at one to
two feet.”

The Troopers’ vessel arrived
on the scene first, around 1 a.m.
The SAR and EMT crews ar-
rived in the harbor vessel about
40 minutes later — around the
same time as a second Jayhawk
helicopter dispatched from Air
Station Sitka, which dropped
two USCG rescue swimmers
and then landed on a nearby
spit.

The crashed helicopter was
found mostly upside down
with the side hatch accessible to
responders. Its cabin was
largely intact but partly
crushed from the chopper’s

Pilot November 16, 2023 Page 3

Photo courtesy of Aaron Hankins

PVFD Search and Rescue team leader Patrick Fowler near the scene of Monday night’s helicopter crash.

rotor head pushed into the
space.

All four crew members were
still inside the helicopter. The
two crew members strapped in
the pilot seats were pinned and
the two rescue swimmers in the
back were badly injured.

Fuel was instantly notice-
able to responders and fire was
a concern.

The responders provided
preliminary medical care to the
two crew members with seri-
ous injuries.

With the combined effort of
all —including some crew
members from the Lydia Marie,
who reportedly managed to get
the water intrusion on their
vessel under control and were
ashore helping with the res-
cue— “we had just enough
manpower on scene to get the
job done safely,” said Fowler.

Search and Rescue used lit-
ters —basket stretchers de-
signed for confined spaces or

woody terrain— to move the
injured. With its drop down
front, the harbor vessel was
ideal to shuttle the Jayhawk
crew from shore to the waiting
second helicopter.

The four crew members
were helicoptered to Peters-
burg for medical care.

PVED EMS responders were
waiting for them with two am-
bulances at the airport.

Petersburg Medical Center
had been notified and staff
were prepared for the four pa-
tients upon arrival.

The patients were treated at
PMC until a C-130 Hercules air-
craft from USCG Air Station
Kodiak arrived in Petersburg to
transport the crew members to
Harborview Medical Center in
Seattle.

“QOur priority is to provide
the highest level of care possi-
ble for our injured members
and their families,” said Rear
Adm. Megan Dean, com-

Petersburg Medical Center invites you &
your family to join us for a fun run/walk.

3rd Annual!

TURKR Y TROT

When: November 24, 2023

10:00am start

9:45am Registration

Strut your stuffing!
FREE!!

Healthy Community Series

Suggested Donations:

Non-perishable food
Collecting in-date, ready to eat food items for HIP.

Sponsored by:

PETERSBURG

PARKS AND RECREATION

Where: Covered area by

Parks & Recreation

2 miles - out and back to the airport

PETERSBURG
MEDICAL CENTER

Quality care, close to home
PMC: 907-772-4291 e Clinic: 907-772-4299

mander of the Coast Guard’s
17th District, in a press release.
“We are grateful for the swift

response and professional skill
shown by the Alaska Wildlife
Troopers and Petersburg Fire
and Rescue members who an-
swered our call for assistance
during this critical time. We
have opened an investigation
into the cause of this event and
will be forthcoming with the re-
sults as they become available.”

According to the Coast
Guard, the crew of the USCG
Cutter Elderberry oversaw de-
watering operations for the
Lydia Marie after assuming re-
sponsibility for providing res-
cue assistance with the Douglas
Denman crew and guided the
vessel back to Petersburg
where the USCG Cutter Pike
crew assessed and identified no
violations aboard the Lydia
Marie, bringing the initial
search and rescue case to a
close.

A
GARMIN TIMEZERO

to 114 Harbor Way
(old Napa Location)

E' Homeport
Electronics, Inc

ATTENTION MEDICARE
PATIENTS & CAREGIVERS

Medicare Annual
Enrollment Period
October |15 - December 7

The best way to find out which plan
is best for you or a loved one is tos. :
use Medicare’s Plan Finder tool: /! 'y

www.Medicare.gov
answer any questions about selecting a
Medicare plan that best meets your needs.
00 0000000000000 000O0OCOEOOEOGONOGOEOGOOEOEOEOOOSO OOV
Plug In Your Pharmacy and Drugs.
Be sure to plug in the name of

your pharmacy, as well as > P
a2 >
o~ =

the exact names of =
the drugs you take. = S
That's the best and only way you can s -
get an accurate idea of your total out-of—chEket costs.
00 000000000000 000060CFOCGOCGEOGNONOIONONONONONONONOIOS
Choose Carefully.
Some plans that advertise low or no copays may
require you to go only to a preferred pharmacy
location in order to receive those special prices.

Questions about Medicare?
Ask Your Family Pharmacist®

Rexall Drug 2

907-772-3100 www.HomeporTELECTRONICS. COM
o SALES@HOMEPORTELECTRONICS.COM

.
w
J B

“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

On Main Street * 772-3265
www.petersburgrexalldrug.com f

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri.: 9:30a to 5:30p
Saturday: 9:30 to 5:00p Closed Sundays

*subject to change in the summer/special events
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To THE EDITOR

Thank you

To the Editor:

Thank you to Hammer &
Wikan for re-establishing the
footpath from the grocery store
to the post office. Right now, the
path is better than it ever was.

Good job!,
Sam Bunge

Change the
ferry LeConte’s
name

To the Editor:

Do you believe in equality?
Do you believe in human
rights?

Please sign the petition in
the link below asking the
Alaska Marine Highway
System to change the name of
the ferry LeConte.

Joseph Leconte was a slave
owning Georgian who
believed in racial superiority
and never once stepped foot in
the state of Alaska. His name
does not need to be recognized
here. We do not need to ferry
around our state under his
banner. We are explorers. We
are  pioneers. We  are
innovators. We are shakers and
movers yet slow to demand
the AMHS take action on this.
In 2015 the Sierra Club
requested the National Park
Service to strike his name from
a Yosemite lodge and the
motion was honored. In 2017

the LeConte Elementary
school in Berkeley California
was renamed in similar
fashion.

Please take two minutes and
visit https:/ /change.org/
Lecontenamechange. I want to
approach the AMHS board
with pages of Alaska names
requesting it is done.

Thanks,
Terrence Daignault

Tundra

l

Opinion

Are homes
getting more
valuable or are

dollars losing
value?

To the Editor:

Two years ago my wife, our
daughter and I moved here
from San Juan Island, another
beautiful place with a housing
crisis. We're starting a farm at
Point Agassiz, but for now we
make our home in Petersburg.
Here too, I have noticed that
there are many houses which
are empty much or all of the
time. Within the logic of the
real estate market, perhaps the
hassle and risk of renting
doesn’t make sense. Why
bother with renters when the
value of a property will
increase year over year just
sitting there? It's a crazy world
out there and real estate is one
of the last reliable investments.
And a house on Mitkof island

probably looks like the perfect
apocalypse getaway to
someone in  Texas  or
California. Better just polish
that gem until Petersburg is
the next San Juan and you can
cash out for a million at least.
We sold a yurt on 5 acres there
for almost 400k in ‘21, I can’t
complain about that.

But are homes actually
getting more valuable, or are
dollars just getting less
valuable? When a house is
worth a million dollars, will it
cost $300 an hour to have
someone fix the chimney after
we get another three feet of
wet snow? Dollars are always
changing nowadays, but
houses still suffer without
people to get way up on
ladders and fix things. Ten feet
of annual precipitation will
quickly turn assets into
liabilities when skilled hands
can’t be found.

We all have the power to
create  something. = When
people work together they can
create a good place to live. If

we stay in survival mode and
only follow the narrow
dictates of the market we will
never create a home where the
heart can dwell. Do we want to

live in a vacation home colony
where skilled workers are
temporarily shipped in from
elsewhere at great expense and
everything is locked up and

my wonderful friends
for your loving support with
prayers, cards, hugs, flowers, and food at

the loss of my daughter, Kaari Collins.
| I have very much appreciated

to all

your kindness.

Sandra Edgars & Family:
Glenda & Paige Garwood
DeAnn & Mark Minnillo
Jim & Alisa Edgars

by Chad Carpenter

WE WERE WONDERING IF

You WOULDN'T MIND ROLLING

OVER AND COOKING THE
OTHER SIDE A BIT?

JEJ

.com

é
Q g
g 3
Ri ’S Ri
itter’s River by Marc Lutz
HELP ME DECORATE ISNTITA : ALWAYS BE 3 ﬂ\/
FOR CHRISTMAS. LITTLE EARLY? [ PREPARED, N

Copyright 2023 by Mare Lutz

I SAY.

The Petersburg Friends of NRA
Committee would like to thank
everyone who attended
this year‘s banquet.

A lot of fun was had!

We would also like to thank Hammer and Wikan
for being our amazing FFL and putting so much effort
into making sure everything went smooth.
Thank you to the Elks for providing us with a space
and to the emblem club for the use of the kitchen.

To The Little Shed, Ariel, your food is amazing.
Thank you for all your hard work.
Thank you, to all the volunteers who helped
make the banquet a success!
We would also like to thank our donors for the great
items that they donated:
Hammer and Wikan, NAPA/High Tide Parts,
the Dauntless, Petersburg Flying Services,
Scandia House, Indigenous Adventures, Cedar Box,
Small Town Boutique, Papa Bears Pizza,
Mattingly Electric, Tiana Duke, Clay Creatives,
Petersburg Pet Center, Diamanté, Poppin Chario,
Lee’s Clothing, Grace Wolf,
and to anyone we accidentally forgot, thank you.
Mark your calendar for November 2, 2024 for next year's banquet.
Sincerely, Petersburg FNRA Committee,
Kelli Slaven, Larry O’Rear, Jeremy Collison & Chris Cotta .
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Phil Hofstetter recognized as Alaska’s “Community Star”

3 \'

PMC CEO andlaska’s 2023 “Community Sta” Phil Hofstetter (left)

with his wife, Sarah (right), at the 2022 Pedal/Paddle Battle.

To THE EDITOR

Continued from page 4
winterized for six months of
the year? That might be where
the market would lead, but I
think there is far more to
Petersburg than that. This is a
community where skilled
workers have lived and raised
little baby skilled workers
under the same roof for
generations, where there are
lights on in the windows and
people say hello to each other.
All kinds of people here have
shared their homes with us,
given wus their trust in
unconventional arrangements,
showed true generosity, and
for that I am truly grateful. In
a strange way it makes me feel
like there 1is actually an
abundance of housing here.
The HUD may dictate that one
room is required for every
person, but I think what’s
more important is whether we
have room in our hearts.
Thank you Petersburg,
Daniel Tucker

THANK YOU
PETERSBURG

Alabama, NOT
Georgia

To the Editor:

As 1 opened last week’s
edition of the Petersburg Pilot,
I was overjoyed to see an article
on Page 16 covering the
recognition ceremony for Derek
Gibb and the rest of the 2003
NCAA championship-winning
Auburn University swimming
and diving team. I never
thought that one day I would
find photos of Samford Hall
and Jordan-Hare Stadium,
where I spent so many fall
nights cheering on the Tigers,
proudly displayed in Pilot.
Unfortunately, my excitement
of the story was stunted before
the end of the first sentence,
which claimed that Auburn
University, my alma mater, was
located “in Georgia.” Since I
spent the last two years
educating myself on Alaska
and subjecting myself to

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

The National Organization of State Offices of
Rural Health (NOSORH) named Petersburg
Medical Center CEO Phil Hofstetter as Alaska’s
2023 “Community Star.”

Hofstetter is being recognized by the national
organization for his dedication to enhancing rural
healthcare and addressing the health needs of the
Petersburg community through wellness and
prevention activities, education, collaborative
partnerships, and accessible at-home care.

“Phil and PMC have advanced local healthcare
through numerous programs, including the

countless jokes about the size of
Alaska compared to the Lower
48, I hope you will permit me
two minutes to educate y’all on
Auburn, Alabama. Auburn
University was established in
1856, first as the East Alabama
Male College and was later
renamed to the Alabama
Polytechnic Institute. Though it
was not officially named
Auburn University until 1960,
the institution has long been
referred to as simply “Auburn.”
In all that time, Auburn has
never been located in Georgia
and considering the
university’s long-standing
rivalry with the University of
Georgia, aptly named the
“Deep South’s Oldest Rivalry,”
you can see how anyone who
bleeds orange and blue can see
this error as a personal affront.
As a former Pilot reporter, I
understand  that mistakes
happen, but I felt that I could
not let this opportunity to call

you all dearly.

one out (mostly in jest) go by.

Chris Basinger
PS. I continue to read the
paper every week and miss

‘Kinderskog’ local childcare outdoor activities
program, which has grown and created more
sustainable programming for the area,” according
to a State of Alaska press release regarding the
announcement.

The Community Star Recognition Program,
established in 2015, is part of an annual
celebration called National Rural Health Day
(NRHD) that highlights healthcare difference-
makers in rural communities across the United
States.

Alongside fellow Community Stars from
around the nation, Hofstetter will be featured
prominently on the official NRHD website,
PowerOfRural.org, on Nov. 16.

Editor’s Note: We have fact
checked Chris’s letter and can now
indeed confirm that Auburn is in
Alabama, not Georgia. Thank you,
Chris. The Pilot acknowledges and
regrets that error.

War Eagle,

PSA Thanksgiving Day
SANITATION DEPARTMENT

In observance of Thanksgiving Day,
there will be NO garbage pickup on

Thursday, Nov. 23rd.

Thursday’s residential garbage routes
will be picked up on Wednesday, Nov. 22nd.

Thursday’s commercial pickups and recycling
will be emptied on Wednesday the 22nd.

Please call Public Works at 907-772-4430,

Published: November 16, 2023

The Baler Facility will be CLOSED
on Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd.

The Facility will re-open on
Friday, November 24th.

= ,‘2'\ =

with any questions. Thank You! PE?’HZY&SB{JiG
ALASKA

Filming in Little Duncan Bay will
be completed as of
Sunday, November 12th.
The production team thanks

the wonderful community of

Petersburg for their hospitality and

kindness, as well as the many local
businesses who contributed their

services to the production.

T ﬁanésgiving Week
The Pilot will be distributed

on Wednesday, November 23.

Please submit ads & letters

to the Pilot by MONDAY @ 5 PM
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Police investigating four recent
burglaries in downtown Petersburg

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot Editor

In the past three weeks, four
downtown Petersburg busi-
nesses have reported burglaries.
The Petersburg Police Depart-
ment confirmed all four inci-
dents are the subject of active
investigations.

The Blomster Hus flower
shop was the most recent inci-
dent, with staff arriving Mon-
day morning this week to find
the cash register had been pried
open by a burglar over the
weekend.

A week earlier, security cam-
eras captured footage of a bur-
glar searching for cash after
breaking into the Petersburg
Moose Lodge.

“Security camera footage
from the Moose Lodge has been
turned over to the Police De-
partment,” confirmed Moose
administrator Duane Bell,
adding that “we have taken

Police report

November 8 - An officer
conducted foot patrols
downtown.

An officer conducted a
security check at a business on
North 1st Street.

Petersburg Police
Department (PPD) received a
report of lost property from
Valkyrie Street.

An officer assisted
Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) with an overdose on
Fram Street.

A driver at Baltic Street and
North Nordic Drive received a
warning for failure to stop at a
stop sign.

Officers conducted a security
sweep at a business on South
Nordic Drive.

November 8 - An officer
responded to a report of a
monitored fire alarm system
having activated on North 1st
Street, but the alarm had not
activated.

Officers responded to a
report of a dangerous driver on
Haugen Drive but were unable
to locate the described vehicle.

November 9 - An individual
checked into the PPD to serve
time.

PPD received a report that
certain vehicles routinely exceed
the speed limit on Sing Lee
Alley. Additional patrols are to
be conducted in the area.

Officers conducted a welfare

steps to secure the building a bit
more.”

A week before that, on Oct.
30, downtown marijuana dis-
pensary The 420 reported being
burglarized; the recordings from
their security cameras were pro-
vided to law enforcement as
well.

The burglaries show signs of
forced entry, according to Pe-
tersburg Police Chief Jim Kerr.
“It's not a lot of damage,” Chief
Kerr told the Pilot. “It’s minimal
damage, but it’s still damage
and living here it makes it more
difficult to get things taken care
of.”

First in the string of inci-
dents, on Oct. 24, was El Zarape
Restaurant.

“I was in shock when I got
that call, “you need to come to
the restaurant because the police
are here, we got robbed,”” re-
called Yulett Ferreira.

“It just feels super invasive
... we're a small business ... it

makes you feel like what's the
small town charm? It's gone
right now ... please find these
people and bring them to jus-
tice.”

“My mom,” Ferreira contin-
ued, “It took her like a week to
even talk about it. At first, she
was just like “fix it, get the cam-
eras going’ and then finally she
was just really upset ... "How
can I run a small business when
I run the risk of being hit?’ ...
you don't feel safe.”

Since the incident, El Zarape
has significantly ramped up
their security system. “We got
new cameras, with better qual-
ity, running 24 hours, and we
also have our outside lights on
all the time now for security
purposes.”

All four burglaries took place
at night, after business hours.

“If anyone sees something
that looks suspicious, someone
hanging around at night,” Chief
Kerr said, “Give us a call. We'll

check on Valkyrie Street and

provided transport to
Petersburg Medical Center
(PMC).

November 10 - An officer
conducted a welfare check on
Harbor Way.

An officer assisted EMS with
an intoxicated person on North
Nordic Drive.

An officer responded to a
report of suspicious behavior on
Noseeum Way and determined
it was non-criminal.

An officer responded to an
alarm at a business on Mitkof
Highway and found all okay.

November 11 - An officer
conducted foot patrols
downtown.

An officer provided lockout
assistance on South 2nd Street.

A disabled vehicle on Mitkof
Highway was removed by a
responsible party.

An officer provided lockout
assistance on Howkan Drive.

A vehicle abandoned at the
drive down dock was
impounded.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

Property found on Sing Lee
Alley was returned to its owner.

November 12 - A vehicle slid
into a ditch along Gauffin Street
due to icy conditions.

An officer provided a
courtesy ride.

An officer conducted foot

Add naloxone to your first aid kit.
FREE overdose reversal kits at:

Fire Department, 1200 Haugen Drive
(907) 772-3355
Public Health Center, 103 Fram Street

(907) 772-4611
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opioids.alaska.gov ="

patrols downtown.

An officer responded to a
report of suspicious activity on
Haugen Drive and determined
it was unfounded.

An officer responded to a
parking complaint on Birch
Street and the vehicle was
moved.

PPD received a report of
jewelry found on Odin Street.

A report of suspicious
activity was filed at the PPD.

PPD received a report of a
lost dog.

November 13 - An officer
conducted foot patrols on 2nd
Street.

An officer responded to a
report of suspicious activity on
North 1st Street.

An officer conducted foot
patrols on Excel Street.

An officer conducted a
security sweep at a business on
North 1st Street.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

PPD received a report of
slippery conditions on Scow
Bay Loop Road, notified the
Department of Transportation
(DOT) and were advised the
roads had been sprayed.

An officer responded to a
report of a suspicious vehicle on
South 2nd Street but was unable
to locate the described vehicle.

A report of theft was filed
with the PPD.

An officer responded to
assist EMS and Search and
Rescue with a helicopter mishap
in Farragut Bay.

November 14 - A dog
reported lost from South 4.5
Street was later found by its
owner.

An officer spoke with an
individual on Sing Lee Alley
concerning a civil issue.

An officer spoke with an
individual on Sing Lee Alley
concerning a civil issue.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

go check it out.”

Chief Kerr wants business
owners to “make sure their
businesses are locked up ... and
if they have any questions about
the security of their place, give
us a call and we'll take a look ...
locks and door jambs type stuff

. Simple stuff to make it
harder, my guys don’t have a
problem going there and shar-
ing their knowledge on how to
make it more secure.”

“Lock your doors,” stated
Chief Kerr. “Make sure you
don’t leave any cash in the tills.
That's the big thing, they're tak-
ing that sort of stuff ... Just lock
up your money and take it with
you at night.”

The police are actively inves-
tigating these burglaries. “We're
looking at each one as a separate
thing,” says Kerr, “but also put-
ting it all together.”

Gloria Lucille Ohmer
Celebration of Life

Friday, Nov. 24, 2023
11:00 am Catholic Mass
at the Lutheran Church

Streamed Live or later

Lutheran Church 2018+"

Reception following at
Sons of Norway Hall

on FaceBook:
View on
"Petersburg

% Shly
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MARKET & DEL I
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Taking Orders NOW ior Holiday Pies

Call or stop by 14 Harbor Way e 772-2665
Tuesday - Saturday, 5:00am - 2:30pm
Monday 5:30pm - 7:00pm for Dinner

TIRE SERVICES
& OIL CHANGES

Call Nick Herrman-Sakamoto at
907-650-7174

for tire repair and more

Monday - Friday

by appointment

Located at
9.3 mile
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584%

Select

Stainless Steel
Mixing Bowls &
Stock Pots
Reg10% - *85%

30% Off

Rubbermaid
Easy Find Food Storage

36pc Blue

Acu-Rite
Indoor/QOutdoor Color
Weather Station

Rise By Dash
Double Up Skillet
12" Diameter

Rubbermaid
Takealongs Food Storage
40pc Red

Reg.25%

Gerber
NXT Mulit-Tool
15 Function
Reg.*48%

5249

Hours: Monday - Sunday: 8:00am - 5:30pm
772-4811 e Fax 772-3642 e Prices Effective: Nov 16 - Nov 29
Sales are in retail quantities only. Limit rights reserved.

8aW ika%
omer® HARDWARE
Mr. Heater Channellock Schumacher Electric
50,000 BTU Wall Mount Automatic Battery
Propane Heater Shop Vacuum Charger
Reg."299% 5 Gallon 50-Amp
Reg204% Reg*134%
219 /EA. 99 /EA. 99 /EA.
'RotoZip Milwaukee Stanley
Spiral Saw Kit Driver Bit Set Screwdriver Set | =
5.5-Amp 100pc opc
Reg $99% Reg $99% Reg 15

Hamilton Beach
Coffee Maker

12 Cup

Reg."39%

Pyrex
Measuring Cup
2 Cup

Reg."8%

3 Outlet/ 4-USB
White Plug In
Surge Protector
Reg.*28%

B i
Surge Protector Tap
it 38 Parta
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Hammer
&Wikan

HARDWARE

Christmas Wreaths
Reg."25% - *109%°

30% Off "

Holiday Bright Lights
Battery perated ights
& Cluster Balls
Select Styles Reg.’9% - *23%

Outdoor
Blow Up Christmas

Lawn Ornaments
Reg*109% - *179%

| 30% Off 130% Off
Indoor/Outdoor Red Plush Xodus
B/O White Candle Santa Hat or Battery Operated
6"x9" Stocking Round & Finial Bulbs
Reg."24% Reg*4% Outdoor ;
Sale $14°° i Reg.’16% - *17%°
LED Window Candle
Reg’5%
Sale 5399 $ 3 $1 1

/EA. /EA.

Black Friday Deals For 2 Weeks!

Lisence 2 Play
Cookeez Makery
Oven

Select
Dog Beds
Reg.*47% - $49%

RM,«/* xg ,//z ﬂ

G

5940 9

3pk Gift Tape
Reg 7% -
Sale 549

3pk Magic Tape "
Reg $599

Finger Paint
Secondary Colors

Flashlight Hat Clip
Combo
Reg 7%

Heavy Duty Envelopes
9'x12" Self Seal
10"x13" Self Seal

Great for school pictures!

Crayola
Large Crayons
8 Count
Reg.’3"

$1 /EA.

O'Cedar
Micro Fiber
Flip Mop
Reg*17%

3M

Scotch Heavy Duty
Shipping Tape
W/Dispenser
Reg’5%

Hours: Monday - Sunday: 8:00am - 5:30pm
772-4811 o Fax 772-3642 e Prices Effective: Nov 16 - Nov 29
Sales are in retail quantities only. Limit rights reserved.

JAMERICAN]
EXBRESS




Sports

Pilot November 16, 2023 Page 9

Viking Swim Club reigns at November Rain

By LIAM DEMKO
Pilot writer

The Viking Swim Club made sure to give the home
crowd a show at their annual November Rain meet in
Petersburg last weekend.

The local swimmers had impressive performances
at the event with loads of high placements, strong rates
of personal improvement, and successes in new cate-
gories.

“[The team] was beyond excited and happy. Since
this was a home meet, we had a great turnout... we had
48 of our swimmers compete this past weekend, and
they did great,” said VSC coach Scott Burt.

November Rain is the second meet of the team’s fall
season, with practices starting in August and leading
up to October Splash in Sitka.

The team started their season out strong this year
with a great performance in their first meet.

“They swam outstandingly. We had positive im-
provement, pretty much every swimmer that went im-
proved upon their personal best, so we had a very
strong swim meet in Sitka, and we continued that for
the most part into November Rain,” said Burt.

During November Rain this last weekend in Peters-
burg the Vikings competed against teams from
Wrangell, Craig, Ketchikan, and Juneau.

The VSC swimmers absolutely dominated the field,
bringing home 60 first place finishes, 46 second place
finishes, and 37 third place finishes by the end of the
three day meet.

Additionally, 65% of the team's swims were personal
improvements, and almost a quarter of the events
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Photo courtesy of Scott Burt

The Viking Swim Club hosted teams from Wrangell, Craig, Ketchikan, and Juneau over the weekend.

swam by Vikings were brand new.

“That’s remarkable. These kids are trying new
things, they’re meeting new challenges, and they’re
doing great,” said Burt.

Quite a few of the VSC girls were consistently in the
top 3 for their age groups, including Rosie Lohr and

ORIN PIERSON /Petersburg Pilot

Assistant Coach Caitlyn Ware cheers on a swimmer from poolside. Most of the swim club swimmers achieved personal

best times during the weekend’s big meet.

Helmi Versteeg for girls eight and under, Charlotte
Nilsen and Tori Miller for Girls 11-12, and Bella Miller
and Lexie Tow for Girls 13 and up.

Additionally, Lexie Tow and Tori Miller each placed
first in all of their events, with both competing in over
10 races.

Not to be outdone, several of the boys were also con-
sistently in the top, including Carter Griss, Soren Eddy,
and Dirk Severson for the boys eight and under, Ryder
Diehl, Jackson Zweifel, and Grady Walker for the boys
10 and under, and Cyrus Hulebak for the boys 11-12.

Burt also made sure to highlight Petersburg’s volun-
teers, stressing that none of this could happen without
the community support the program receives.

“In order for a swim meet or even a time trial to
happen, there has to be an army of volunteers to serve
as timers, to serve as stroke and turn officials, the
starter, the head referee, running the concession stand,
running the swim shop, being safety marshals,” said
Burt.

“There’s dozens of people that volunteer their time
so that these swim meets can happen... So a huge
thank you to all of the volunteers that stepped up as
they always do to support these kids.

Additionally —given that this marks the program’s
50th year — the VSC recognized a few of the volunteers
and officials who have helped the program in various
capacities throughout the years, including Kate Kowal-
ski, Sue Erickson, Ginger Evens, and Cherise Lister.

Looking ahead, the team is focused on working
hard to prepare for their next meet in Ketchikan on De-
cember 8.

“[There’s] a very high level of excitement and con-
fidence,” said Burt.

“These kids are amazing, we're having a great sea-

”

son.

Petersburg wrestlers podium in Ketchikan tournament

Bill Weiss

tournament in

By LIAM DEMKO

) . Ketchikan.
Pilot writer

Across the course of the two
day meet—one of the largest
events in Southeast Alaska—
several PHS wrestlers earned

Petersburg High School’s
wrestling team traveled south
last weekend for the annual

FIB(C Petersburg

Sunday: 9:45a - Bible Classes * 10:45a - Fellowship/Meet & Greet
* 11a - Worship in person & Facebook ¢ ép - Youth Group

Wednesday: sp- outreach Fellowship Mecil‘-#}
* 7p - LIFE Group in Fellowship Halll

ThUI'SdCIY: 6p - Celebrate Recovery /M\

772-4563  Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets
Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for updates at
First Baptist Church Petersburg www.fbcpetersburg.com

their place on the podium
against tough competition.
Petersburg freshman Eli
Anderson earned the team’s
highest placement, taking sec-
ond in the 150 pound bracket.
“Being able to go that far at
such a young age is pretty im-
pressive, so it was a good

showing and I'm happy that
he got to where he was,” said
head coach James Valentine.

Lakell Deinhardt—the
team’s only female wrestler —
also took second in a reduced
round robin format.

In the 160 1b bracket, both
Kaden Duke and Markus An-

Reid Brothers Construction

e Driveways ® Road Building e Rock Pads e Drainage .,
® Retaining Wall e Fabric e Culverts e Piling
e Landscaping ¢ Heavy Equipment Repair

e Underground Utilities ¢ Haz-mat Certified
e Crushed Rock e Site Demolition

Give us a call for all your excavating needs
772-3755 ® 339 Mitkof Highway

derson faced off against some
tough matchups, with Kaden
Duke coming out of the
bracket in fourth place.

Senior Jonas Anderson had
an excellent showing accord-
ing to Valentine, placing third
in the 170 1b bracket against
some of the best wrestlers in
the state.

Oliver Peterson and Angus
Olsen also competed in the
event, picking up some great
experience before the season
comes to a close.

With a two week break
coming up before their next
tournament at the beginning of
December, the team hopes to
loosen up and enjoy their well-
deserved respite.

“They’re high quality kids.
They’re out there and they’re
ready to work,” said Valentine.
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Updates on progress toward APEI recommendations

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

The Dborough’s  human
resources department provided
a progress report about the
municipality’s newly
implemented safety measures
during the Borough Assembly
Meeting Now. 6.

In September, Alaska Public
Entity = Insurance  (APEI)
representatives presented a
safety review of the Petersburg
Borough during a regular
assembly meeting.

Assembly members and
human resources staff left that
meeting  with  actionable
recommendations to address
safety concerns within the

borough.
Part of that was the
establishment of a formal

Borough Safety Committee.

Becky  Regula, Human
Resources Officer and Deputy
Clerk for the borough,
described the progress being
made toward meeting those
recommendations.

“I'd like to update the
assembly on the tasks that
we've completed that were
recommended by APEL” said
Regula.

The first all-department
Borough Safety Committee
meeting was held Oct. 24. Each
department posted the phone
numbers and emails of its
committee members. A memo
containing that contact

The Mitkof Mummers

Theatre Co.

Presents

information is also posted on
the borough website.

“All employees are
encouraged to contact any
member on that list with any
concerns or ideas they have for
the safety committee,” said
Regula.

Starting in December, a
Safety Committee member will
give a monthly report to the
assembly. The Safety
Committee will meet on the
third Tuesday of every month.

The borough hiring process
for new employees now
includes a formal orientation
program with human resources.

All department heads are
undergoing Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) training.

An orientation program for
new supervisors and
department heads is in effect.

APEI has established the
Crisis Response contact.

And the library now requires
background checks for its
volunteers.

In other borough business:

* Member Donna Marsh was
selected as Vice Mayor for 2024.

* Assembly Appointments
for 2023-24 are as follows:

The liaison to Harbor and
Ports Advisory Board is
assembly ~ member  Scott
Newman.

The liaison to Hospital Board
is Vice Mayor Bob Lynn.

The liaison to Public Safety
Advisory Board is assembly

member Rob Schwartz.

Assembly member Donna
Marsh is the elected official to
the Local Emergency Planning
Committee.

Assembly member Jeigh
Stanton Gregor was appointed
to the Early Childhood
Education Task Force.

Mayor Mark Jensen and
assembly member Thomas
Fine-Walsh are the Southeast
Conference Representatives.

Mayor Jensen and Vice
Mayor Lynn are the Alaska
Municipal League
Representatives.

* The assembly approved a
motion to send Borough
Manager Steve Giesbrecht and
assembly member Fine-Walsh
to attend the Alaska Municipal
League’s 73rd Annual Local
Government Conference in
Anchorage this year, in place of
Mayor Jensen and Vice Mayor
Lynn, who are unable to attend.

*  Assembly  member
Schwartz attended a recent
webinar with OBI and Trident
Seafoods to discuss the current
seafood market. Schwartz
provided a brief report of the

information — from export
markets to domestic markers, to
high interest rates and

unsustainable financing. He
described the overall situation
as “not good.”

* Both items on the consent
agenda — the Trees liquor
license ownership transfer and
the acceptance of a $50,199

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot
Rowan Olsen, pictured left, plays the title character, McQuadle, a young dragon on a quest to dis-
cover his purpose in life. Jessica Franklin played Mother Dragon. Dozens more cast and crew, all
volunteers, on stage and behind the scenes, worked together to make the community theater troupe’s
fall play a hit with audiences last weekend.

grant from the Division of repeater, two base stations, 20

Homeland Security and portable radios, and FCC
Emergency Management — licensing fees for the School
passed unanimously. The District’s own frequency.

accepted grant will provide * The assembly moved to
funding for buying and dissolve the Housing Task

installing an antenna with Force.

Harbormasters seek
increase to state
matching grant

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

“The Municipal Harbor Facility Grant is the single most signif-
icant funding tool available to Alaskan Harbormasters to plan,
maintain, and recapitalize port and harbor infrastructure,” states
the resolution passed at the Petersburg Borough Assembly meeting
on Nov. 6.

The assembly voted in support of the resolution to urge the
Governor and Alaska Legislature to increase the amount of money
made available to municipalities in the state’s harbor match grant
program in order to adjust for inflation.

According to the Alaska Department of Transportation, the
Alaska Legislature passed “landmark legislation” in 2006 that es-
tablished the Municipal Harbor Facility Grants Program — a 50/50
grant matching program that is annually funded and awarded to
a municipality or regional housing authority harbor facility with
projects that qualify.

According to the language of the statute (AS 29.60.800), the total
amount of grant money made available to a recipient harbor facil-
ity during a given fiscal year may not exceed $5 million.

Now, nearly two decades since the program was created, the
borough says that grant amount is insufficient and is calling on the
governor to amend the statute from a $5 million grant award limit
to $7.5 million per eligible project.

Increasing the funding cap would account for cost inflation and
provide the potential for harbors to pursue sizable projects with
more adequate financial backing.

The state transferred ownership for most of its harbors since
2006, many of which “were at the end of their service life at the
time of transfer to local municipalities,” the Nov. 6 resolution ex-
plains.

“And with that came a huge responsibility, when it came to re-
placing and maintenance in these facilities,” Harbormaster Glo
Wollen said during the Nov. 6 borough assembly meeting.

“The state said don't worry, we're going to provide an avenue
through the municipal harbor match grant...” where a municipal-
ity could approach the state with a project that meets legislation
standards and funding in the amount to match.

“Well, it’s 2023...” Harbormaster Wollen continued “...and
things have changed.”

She mentioned a conversation about the harbor grant program
arose at the harbormasters conference this fall. “As a group of har-
bormasters, we got together and said we should look at what that
same $5 million would buy you with today’s prices...”

According to the Nov. 6 resolution, the U.S. Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics consumer price index calculator indicated that $5 million in
July 2006 “would be inflated to $7,511,000 as of July 2023.”

“We're trying to get this grant to recognize the costs of the day
and age we're in,” said Harbormaster Wollen. “That being said ...
I think it’s one of the best grants out there, and it gives skin in the
game so that the communities that are going out for this money
have to put up essentially as much money as they’re asking for.”

The program is funded from fish tax and fuel tax. According to
the language of the statute, the legislature may appropriate money
to the fund from the watercraft fuel tax account and from the fish-
eries business tax.

Since both of these appropriation sources are rooted in the ma-
rine industry, the resolution notes that harbor users generate the
program’s funding.

“[1] appreciate the support on this... it's going to be probably a
struggle in the legislative arena, but ... we need them to realize
that they do, at the state level ..., receive a lot of income versus ...
fish tax and fuel tax ... they have the money,” Harbormaster
Wollen said.

As for future projects in Petersburg’s harbors, Harbormaster
Wollen mentioned finger floats in South Harbor, a number of
which are repurposed fingers from the original 1970 middle har-
bor, will need to be replaced.

Finger float replacement according to the Harbormaster’s stated
“back of the napkin” figures is estimated to cost about $60 million.

“We desperately need this municipal harbor match grant,” she
said.
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Lecture shares bombardment history, calls for formal reconciliation

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

WRANGELL — In alivestreamed lec-
ture sponsored by Sealaska Heritage In-
stitute, ethnohistorian Zachary Jones
presented on the U.S. military’s 19th cen-
tury attacks on the Tlingit villages of
Kaachxhaan.dak'w, Kéex’ Kwéaan and
Xutsnoowtt Kwdaan — present-day
Wrangell, Kake and Angoon.

Though the attacks occurred over 150
years ago, their effects are still felt by
Tlingit communities today, Jones said,
and community leaders are still seeking
restitution.

In 1867, the U.S. government paid
Russia $7.2 million — less than two cents
per acre — for the territory of Alaska and
dispatched the Army to govern the land.

Since the Tlingit people controlled the
land and water along the Northwest
coast, this move amounted to an inva-
sion of a foreign nation, unauthorized by
Congress, Jones said, for which
“Alaska’s Indigenous communities were
not consulted or compensated.”

The soldiers implementing military
rule in the new territory were “not
America’s best and brightest,” he added.
Jefferson C. Davis, first commander of
the Military District of Alaska, is a prime
example — instead of any military ac-
complishments, he is best known for
killing a superior officer and having a
name similar to Confederate President
Jefferson Davis.

In Alaska, Davis pursued a policy of
violent “gunboat diplomacy,” Jones said,
that would escalate tensions between in-
dividual soldiers and Tlingit people into
the full-blown destruction of Tlingit vil-
lages.

In Kake, soldiers razed three village
sites and two forts, then destroyed ca-
noes and food supplies in February of
1869.

Later that year in Wrangell, when a
white woman was injured in an alterca-
tion at a Christmas party, soldiers shot
two Tlingit brothers. After their father —
a religious leader — killed a white man
in response, soldiers opened fire on the
entire  Wrangell village, destroying
homes.

In 1882, after a false report of a poten-
tial uprising in Angoon, Naval Com-
mander Edgar Merriman directed his
forces to destroy the village in the mid-
dle of winter. Some historians have ques-
tioned whether the attack was a
premeditated attempt to gain access to
rich coal beds near Angoon, said Jones,
an archivist with the National Park Serv-
ice in Anchorage.

The U.S. military has still not issued a
formal apology for the attacks, and for
the past 150 years tribal citizens in An-
goon, Kake and Wrangell have contin-
ued to seek redress.

In October 2018, then-Gov. Bill
Walker apologized for the harm inflicted
on Alaska Native communities by colo-
nization, but the military has not issued
a similar statement about its destruction
of Native communities in Southeast.

A formal reconciliation to address the
bombardments has been discussed, but
no definite plans have been made. In
2020, Lt. Gen. Thomas Bussiere met with
representatives from Angoon, Kake and
Wrangell to learn more about the steps
the military could take to reconcile with
communities.

“The last group of people from An-
goon who traveled to D.C. to meet with

The U.S. military’s attack on the village of Kaachxhaan’aak’'w (Wrangell) in 1869 was
one of three similar attacks on Tlingit communities throughout the late 19th cen-
tury. This photo shows the Wrangell shoreline, with about two dozen buildings vis-
ible, including a Russian Orthodox church.

the Navy were met with silence and no
responses of any sort,” said an Angoon
tribal member, according to a 2020
Sealaska Heritage report on the meet-
ings. “It might sound like it happened a
long time ago, but the echoes of that day
still can be heard and felt today. Getting
some sort of resolution is something that
would be very good for all of our peo-
ple.”

Tribal members suggested monetary
compensation, a monument to com-
memorate the lost communities or fund-
ing for culture camps that would tell the
stories of the bombardments.

These actions would address the past
violence within the framework of the
Tlingit legal system, which values eq-
uity, compensation and the restoration of
balance, Jones explained.

“ A Tlingit individual’s life really mat-
ters,” he said in the Nov. 7 lecture, and
clans have “the legal right to request
reparations as payment for a death.
Without this compensation to restore

peace, it sort of hangs in the air.”

“The issue is not yet resolved for the
people of Angoon” and the descendants
of the other communities that were at-
tacked, Jones continued. “I would urge
any leaders or authorities ... to acknowl-
edge and take steps to address what
happened.”

SHI’s historical lecture series is being
offered in honor of Native American
Heritage month, which lasts throughout
November. Another lecture is scheduled
for Tuesday, Nov. 14, at noon, and will be
available via livestream on SHI's
YouTube channel or in person at the Wal-
ter Soboleff Building in Juneau.

At the event, Ed Thomas, president
emeritus of the Tlingit & Haida Central
Council, will deliver a talk titled “Hall of
Famers in History: Decades of Leader-
ship.” While the Nov. 7 lecture focused
on the region’s traumatic history, the
Nov. 14 lecture will highlight the Tlingit
community’s successes in securing civil

rights.

Advisory committee supports proposal to protect commercial king harvest share

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

WRANGELL — Members of
the Wrangell Fish and Game
Advisory Committee are con-
cerned about the future of com-
mercial salmon fishing as
Alaska’s tourism industry con-
tinues to expand, bringing in
more non-resident fishers on
charter trips.

The advisory committee
supports amending state regu-
lation to prevent the Southeast
sport fishery from exceeding its
20% share of the Pacific Salmon
Commission’s annual harvest
ceiling for king salmon.

The committee voted Nov. 7
to support a proposal calling for
tighter state regulation of the
charter catch and questioned
whether the state’s current av-
erage-based management of the
sport fishery harvest would ad-
equately maintain the 80% to
20% split between commercial
and sport fishers in the coming
years.

The Pacific Salmon Commis-
sion — ajoint entity with repre-
sentatives from the U.S. and
Canada — sets annual king
salmon harvest limits, which
the state then allocates between
commercial gear types and
sport catch.

The Southeast sport fishery
has been managed on an aver-
age basis for the past two years.
Under this system, the sport
fishery catches more than its
share some years, and the com-
mercial fishery catches more
than its share other years. The

goal is to maintain an average
of 20% of the harvest limit for
the sport fishery and 80% for
the commercial fishery over
time.

This way, charter operators
don’t have to back out of trips if
the fishery closes early. “What
we heard from the industry was
that they really valued stability
in the fishery,” said Patrick
Fowler, regional fisheries man-
agement coordinator at the
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game in Petersburg,.

Shutting down mid-season
to stay under the 20% ceiling
does not create a “stable
business environment,” he said.

“The department’s Dbest
guess is that if this management
plan had been in place for the
past 10 years, it would have
achieved that 80/20 split,”
Fowler said.

This year, however, the
Southeast sport harvest is
projected to exceed its alloca-
tion by about 17,000 kings, for a
29% share of the king harvest,
according to the regulatory pro-
posal that will go before the
Alaska Board of Fish at a meet-
ing in Homer on Nov. 30.

The proposal, which went
out for comment to local advi-
sory councils, individuals and
organizations across Southeast,
would change state regulation
to mandate that the sport catch
may not exceed the 20% limit.

On average, over the past
two years, the sport fishery’s
share of kings has been 20.5%.

Chris Guggenbickler, presi-
dent of the Wrangell advisory

committee, is not convinced
that the current management
plan will provide local commer-
cial fishers with their full 80%
share over time, especially since
the tourism charter industry is
slated to expand in the coming
decades.

“I think that what we notice
is that we expect there to be
more non-resident effort in the
next 20 years than there was in
the last 20 years,” he said. “Al-
though their tier system might
have worked fine in the past, it
may not be the best tool moving
forward or they may need to
adjust their numbers.”

The region has seen a slight
decline in resident days fished
and increase in non-resident
days fished, though “the
greater trends that happen in
the visitor industry really drive
that effort,” said Fowler.

The number of non-resident
tishers peaked just before the fi-
nancial crash of 2008 and
“we’ve been slowly rebuilding
since then,” he continued. The
pandemic cut non-resident ef-
fort by 50%, but it is at an all-
time high this year as people
seek post-pandemic vacation
opportunities.

“The pressure from non-res-
idents is going to go up,” said
charter operator John Yeager.
“Effort is going to continue to
get lopsided year after year
after year” between visiting
sport fishers and local commer-
cial fishers.

“I think that the state has got
to wake up and stop giving
away its resource,” added Alan

Reeves. “We (commercial fish-
ers) are managed. We're putting
the fish back in the water. (Non-
residents) come up for a measly
amount of money and they’re
gone.”

The current management

plan has a built-in sunset clause
for March 2025. At that time, the
Alaska Board of Fish could
“tweak the plan” to allow for
lower sport opportunity, Fowler
said.
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This map is a reminder that the
City of Kupreanof
has an ordinance prohibiting
trapping and the discharge of
firearms within its city limits.

Good hunting & trapping — elsewhere.
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Dockside

Debate over Pebble mine in Alaska’s Bristol Bay
region moves to dueling Supreme Court briefs

By YERETH ROSEN
Alaska Beacon

The company trying to build
a huge copper and gold mine in
the salmon-rich Bristol Bay will
keep fighting for the project,
despite a decision by the fed-
eral government to keep the
proposed development site off-
limits to large-scale metals min-
ing.

John Shively, chief executive
officer of the Pebble Limited
Partnership, made that vow in
a presentation at the Alaska
Miners Association annual con-
vention in Anchorage.

He said the Pebble mine had
the potential to transform the
economy and improve lives in
the rural Bristol Bay region, just
as he said the Red Dog Mine,
one of the world’s biggest zinc
producers, has done in North-
west Alaska.

“That’s why we're still fight-
ing this. The resources are
there. We're still here. We're not
going anywhere,” he told the
convention audience in his
presentation on Thursday.

The company’s fight is
backed by the administration of
Gov. Mike Dunleavy. At his di-
rection, the state in July filed a
lawsuit directly to the U.S.
Supreme Court to try to over-
turn a decision by the Environ-
mental Protection Agency that
bars permitting for any Pebble-
type mine in key areas of the
Bristol Bay watershed.

Dunleavy, in brief remarks
earlier this week at the miners’
convention, expressed pride in
his support of the controversial
project.

“I was told if I supported
Pebble, I would never win an-
other election. Well, I don’t
know. I'm here. I'm still here,”
he said on Tuesday, drawing
applause from the audience.
The Republican governor was
handily reelected last Novem-
ber.

The EPA decision invoked a
rarely used provision in the
Clean Water Act to preclude
any wetlands permit for the
project. The agency determined
that the Pebble mine posed an
unacceptable risk to the Bristol
Bay watershed, essential to a
region with the world’s largest
sockeye salmon runs and with
major fisheries and wildlife
populations that depend on
that salmon.

To help reverse that deci-
sion, the Pebble Limited Part-
nership and its owner,
Vancouver-based Northern Dy-
nasty Minerals Ltd., in Septem-
ber filed an amicus brief in
support of the state’s Supreme
Court effort. Filing supportive
briefs, too, were the Alaska In-
dustrial Development and Ex-
port Authority and numerous
Alaska and national resource-
development groups.

The possibility that the proj-
ect will be resurrected has also
drawn Pebble mine opponents
into the new Supreme Court
faceoff.

The Bristol Bay Native Corp.
and United Tribes of Bristol Bay
jointly filed a motion with the
Supreme Court on Thursday in
support of the EPA and against
the state effort, and Trout Un-
limited filed a similar motion.

Representatives of the Bris-
tol Bay Native Corp. and
United Tribes of Bristol Bay, in
a news conference Thursday,
noted that their organizations
had been among those that first
petitioned the EPA for Clean
Water Act protections against
the proposed mine.

“Defending this place, de-
fending our way of life, that’s
why we're here today,” Daniel
Cheyette, vice president for
lands and resources for Bristol
Bay Native Corp., said in the
news conference. “The state of
Alaska has taken the extraordi-
nary measure of directly seek-
ing the jurisdiction of the

Scan the QR code below and fill out the form.
You will be contacted with the next steps.

Scholarships are available!

Good Beginnings

Enroliment Inquiry

Interested in enrolling your child in the
2023-2024 preschool year?

2023-2024

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN!

SCAN ME:

Supreme Court to undo the ac-
complishments our organiza-
tions have worked for 15 years
to achieve. That’s unacceptable.
The point of our amicus brief is
to defend what we have
worked so hard to accomplish.”

Alannah Hurley, executive
director of United Tribes of
Bristol Bay, said her organiza-
tion and others in the region
have had to fight the state gov-
ernment over the issue. “Unfor-
tunately, after 20 years, we're
still here fighting a hostile gov-
ernor trying to transform our
home into a toxic mining dis-
trict,” she said. “Our people
and our fishery deserve to be
free from the threat of the Peb-
ble mine. And as we have
proven in the last two decades
we will stand together and
stand strong until our home
and future generations are pro-
tected.”

David Frederick, an attorney
representing the corporation
and the Tribal group, said the
state’s legal move is unprece-
dented and “has no logic” in
the way that Congress has de-
termined such disputes to be
addressed. “Alaska is improp-
erly invoking or attempting to
invoke the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court,” he said in the
news conference. If the state
wants to challenge the EPA ac-
tion, it should do so at the U.S.
District Court level, he said.

The Justice Department, in a
brief filed Thursday that re-
sponds to the state action,
made similar arguments.

Shively acknowledged that
the state’s legal move is un-
orthodox. “It's unusual but if it
works then we basically skip
the lower court,” he said in his
presentation at the Alaska Min-
ers Association event.

The Supreme Court has not
weighed in. Frederick said a de-
cision about whether to take
the case might come by Janu-
ary.

Regardless of what happens
in court, the Pebble project
faces another obstacle, Shively
conceded: the loss of access to
land that the company planned
to use for a road to the mine
site.

Land owned by the Pedro
Bay Native Corp. that the Peb-
ble Limited Partnership had
planned to use for a road link to
the mine is now protected from
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development through a $20 mil-
lion conservation project. The
Conservation Fund, a national
nonprofit, and the Bristol Bay
Heritage Land Trust raised the
money for a conservation ease-
ment on 44,000 acres owned by
the village Native corporation.

Polling has consistently
shown that the proposed mine
is unpopular statewide and
deeply unpopular in the Bristol
Bay region.

Pebble mine supporters and
opponents agree on one thing.
Both sides say the current legal
fight goes beyond that particu-
lar mine.

Dunleavy, in his comments at
the mining convention, said
Pebble’s fate will affect other
Alaska resource development
projects.

“Saying no to the other guy’s
project doesn’t keep your proj-
ect safe. Throwing Pebble under
the bus doesn’t save Donlin or
doesn’t save Ambler Road, as
we can see,” he said, referring to
separate projects that have also
attracted fierce opposition, one
a gold mining project in the
Kuskokwim River region and
the other a 211-mile access road
to enable commercialization of
copper deposits in Arctic north-
western Alaska.

“It doesn’t matter what proj-
ect we're looking at, the NGOs
in the Lower 48 and Washington
will try and shut it down. But I
would ask that all of us here
fight for each and every one of
these projects so that the state
has a future, and our kids and
grandchildren have a future as
well,” Dunleavy continued.

Hurley, on the opposite side
of the debate, said the Bristol
Bay region needs additional
protection beyond the EPA ac-
tion on Pebble.

With about 20 other active
mining claims and potential
projects in the region, there
should be action from Congress,
“any type of legislation that’s
going to help us ensure that our
grandchildren are not fighting
these projects piecemeal from
now into eternity. That’s not fair
to the people of Bristol Bay.
That's not fair to the state,” she
said. Hurley said. “We are re-
ally in need of broader water-
shed-wide protections so that
Bristol Bay can continue being
the salmon powerhouse that it
has been for thousands of
years.”

at Petersburg School District

Monday, Nov 20
WG Pizza
Tuesday, Nov 21
Asian Chicken
WG Rice
Wednesday, Nov 22
No School
Thursday, Nov 23
No School
Friday, Nov 24
No School

BREAKFAST MENU -
Served With Milk & Choice of:
Fresh Fruit, Applesauce or
Dried Cranberries

Homemade Granola with Yogurt,
Smoothie and Granola, Fruit
Parfait and Granola, French
Toast, Oatmeal, Homemade

Muffin, and Cereals
Don’t like Lunch Menu?
Try the Salad Bar
All Breakfast and Lunch Meals

Served with Milk
*WG = Whole Grain

== ALASKA
£ = MARINELINES

« 772-4234 -

& + 800-950-4265 J

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard

J;!. ’'N  QuesTion
w4 & ANSWER

QUESTION:

Which vessel shall NOT show
her sidelights?

A. A fishing vessel that is not
making way

B. A sailing vessel which is
becalmed

C. A vessel engaged in
underwater operations

D. A vessel that is not under
command making way

Source: U.S. Coast Guard
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in 1983.

Artifact Archive

These Folded Birch Bark Baskets, created by Belle Deacon, were a gift to Polly Lee from the
Alaska State Council on the Arts when she was awarded the Governor’s Award for the Arts

Belle Deacon was a renowned Athabascan
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O

basket maker and a storyteller of Athabascan
culture, folklore and traditions. She was awarded
a National Endowment for the Arts National
Heritage Fellowship for her basketry.

To create these baskets, birch bark is gathered in
early summer when it is soft. In the fall, willow
roots are dug from sandy river banks then dyed
using natural materials as well as commercially
produced colors. The bark is steamed, bent into
shape and secured in place by weaving willow or
spruce roots through it.

Donated by Polly Lee

Information and photos for this column are provided by
the Clausen Memorial Museum.

Senior Meals

MONDAY, November 20
Shepherd’s Pie,
Tomato Slices, Yogurt
with Fruit, Cake
TUESDAY, November 21
Baked Chicken, Scalloped Potatoes, Biscuit, Half of a
Banana, Milk, Orange Fluff
WEDNESDAY, November 15
Mushroom Soup, Grilled Cheese Sandwich,
Green Salad, Apple, Cookie
THURSDAY, November 16 and FRIDAY, November 17
The Community Dining Room will be Closed -

We hope you have a Happy Thanksgiving!

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+ and
their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted living
facility). Dinner is served between 4 and 4:30 p.m. All meals are
suggested donation only. Please call Mountain View Food Service

at 772-4331 before noon for reservations.

Salmon returns to Alaska’s Bristol Bay expected

to drop to more normal levels next year

By YERETH ROSEN
Alaska Beacon

After recent years of record or
near-record runs and harvests,
Bristol Bay sockeye salmon num-
bers are expected to return to
more average levels next year,
according to state biologists.

The 2024 Bristol Bay sockeye
salmon run is expected to total 39
million fish, with a predicted
range between about 25 million
and 53 million fish, according to
a preliminary forecast released
Friday by the Alaska Depart-
ment of Fish and Game.

That is 35% lower than the av-
erage over the past 10 years but

6% higher than the long-term av-
erage for Bristol Bay, the depart-
ment said in its forecast.

Bristol Bay is site of the
world’s largest sockeye salmon
runs, and recent years’ returns
have been especially large. Last
year’s sockeye salmon return hit
a record of 79 million fish, and
the 2022 harvest of 60.1 million
sockeye salmon was also a
record, according to the depart-
ment. This year’s run totaled 54.5
million, the eighth largest on
record, according to the depart-
ment.

If the run comes in as fore-
casted, it would be about the
same size as runs in the early

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Community Calendar.

November 23: Bill Olson.

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the

Those with birthdays this week are: November 17: Andrew
Kittams, Sue Hardin, Tessa Bergmann. November 19: Ambre
Burell, Curtis Birchell, Sean Larson, Suzanne Peterson. November
20: Fax Christensen. November 22: Asia Prus, Haley Kelley.

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-9393.

2000s, according to state records.

“Record runs cannot happen
every year, so to me, it is not a big
surprise that we are seeing runs
come down a bit,” Stacy Vega, an
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game area research biologist,
said in an email. She added that
“forecasting is inherently inaccu-
rate. It is very difficult to get it
right every time.”

A major factor used to make
next year’s forecast was the mix
of ages in the fish that returned
this year, as is the usual practice.

A smaller-than-expected re-
turn this year of fish that had
spent one year in freshwater and
two years in the ocean suggest
that there will likewise be a
somewhat small return of fish
from the same brood stock but
with three years’ time in the
ocean, Vega said.

Sockeye salmon spend one to
four years in freshwater and one
to three years in the ocean, ac-
cording to the Department of
Fish and Game.

Recent years’ extra-large runs
of Bristol Bay sockeye salmon
had some mixed effects.

For fishers, a downside was a
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ATTENTION INTERESTED PARTIES

Native Corporation
Municipal
Processor

Sport Fish
Subsistence

SSRAA - Nominations for Appointed Seats

Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc. Board of Directors Is soliciting
nominations for the following appointed positions:

Chamber of Commerce

Public at Large (2 Seats)

These are two year terms beginning in January 2024. Nominations must be in writing and
submitted to SSRAA, 14 Borch Street, Ketchikan, AK 99301 by December 1, 2023,

Nomination forms are available on our website www.ssraa.org
For further information call (907) 225-9605 or email summerp@ssraa.org
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glut on the market that de-
pressed prices. Even though this
year’s harvest of 40.6 million
sockeye was 27% above the 20-
year harvest average, the total
ex-vessel value of $117.4 million
- the amount paid directly to
fishers for their catches - was
37% below the 20-year average,
according to the Department of
Fish and Game.

A flood of Russian salmon
added to the market problem
for all Alaska salmon, including
that from Bristol Bay; one major
processor, Trident Seafoods,
stopped buying Alaska salmon
earlier than normal this year
and cited the Russian fish as
one reason for the action.

The large amount of Bristol
Bay sockeye may have helped

some low-income Americans,
however. Some of the leftover
supply from last year’s record
harvest was purchased by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
for its food-assistance program.

And one particular popula-
tion that benefited from the ex-
traordinarily large runs of
recent years were the brown
bears of Katmai National Park
and Preserve. The subject of the
annual Fat Bear Week online
promotion, the bears feast in the
summer and fall on salmon that
swim into the park’s rivers, and
an international audience
watches them fish on the
Brooks River, thanks to a sys-
tem that sends livestream im-
ages from a camera installed
there.

Read the PUinC NOticeS

» BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN * PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY
+ EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Council Chair (President):
Council Member:
Council Member:

candidates.

the polls on Election Day.

Notice to Write-In

Candidates

There shall be an election of the Petersburg Indian
Association Tribal Council on January 8, 2024. The polling
location will be PIA’s Conference Room. The voting polls
will open at 8 AM and will close at 7 PM on Election Day.

The following seats will be up for election:

Eligible members wishing to run but having missed the
deadline to be on the official ballot may still submit a “Letter
of Intent to Run as a Write-In.” You can obtain this form from
the PIA front desk or website. All Letters
of Intent to Run as a Write-In must be
received by November 30, 2023, by 4
PM to be added to the list of eligible

A full list of eligible write-ins will be posted online and at

For more information on how to run, where to get forms,
eligibility requirements, absentee voting, or registering as a
member of PIA, please contact Rebecca Lee at 907-772-
3636 or email piaelection@piatribal.org.

Published: November 02, 09, 16, 23, and 30, 2023

1 seat - One-Year Term
3 seats - Two-Year Term
1 seat - One-Year Term
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Classifieds

JOIN THE OBI

PETERSBURG PLANT

FLEET MECHANIC
PAY IS DOE

Apply online at
www.obiseafoods.com
or contact Martha Johnson
at 907-772-4294

OBI Seafoods Petersburg
P.O. Box 1147 - Petersburg, Alaska 99833
Telephone: 907-772-4294

PROPERTY

Stikine River Property Konig
Slough 6+ acres 220 ft river
frontage $80,000. 8-acre lot off
river easy access $60,000. Will
finance. 907-518-0101
................ tfn5-4b22

Join the P_W Insurance
Team. We emphasize relation-
ships over transactions. We are

active learners focused on de-
velopment and training to en-
hance your knowledge. Train-
ing is provided in a team set-
ting. Competitive salary and
benefits package included. We
are individually and collective-
ly responsible for all aspects of
our clients' experience, includ-
ing selling a new policy or pro-
viding exceptional and prompt
service to new and existing
clients. Interested? Contact us
or visit us online! inquiry@p-
wins.com Www.p-wins.com

.............. tfnl1-16b74
Wanted: 6 cords wood split
and delivered. $300 per cord
plus a bonus for accuracy, skill,
and promptness. 907-772-3039

.............. 2x11-16p19
Mountain View Manor is hir-
ing permanent Resident Assis-
tants starting at $19.67/hour.
Recruitment bonus of $900 upon
completion of probation at six
months and $900 at one year of
employment! No experience
needed; we will train you! Avail-
able Shifts; Part time 16 hours a
week, Weekend Cook and a 20
hours/week shift, two 40 hour
Grave shifts and a 40 hour
Swing shift. Benefits include
paid time off, holiday pay, re-
tirement plan, health and life in-
surance. If you are interested in
joining our team, please submit
a completed Borough employ-
ment application and return to
the front desk of the Borough
office at 12 South Nordic Drive,
mail to P.O. Box 329, Peters-
burg, AK 99833, or email to
bregula@petersburgak.gov. Go
to www.petersburgak.gov for an
application and complete job de-
scription or stop by the front
desk of the Borough offices to
pick up a copy.

............. tfn11-02b144
The Petersburg Borough,

A Community Owned Company

We have the materials needed to provide
bottled gas to customers in Petersburg.
Customers will be expected to purchase
cylinders from PRSI and will own them outright.
From that point on, they will be swapped out for full ones,
If you presently have possession of a rented cylinder,
bring it in to purchase a new cylinder with gas.
We will carry Acetylene, Argon, Oxygen, C25,
A1025(trimix), Helium, Nitrogen, Co2,
and miscellaneous medical.
Popular sizes available and refill small Co2 bottles onsite.

Bottled gas inquiries can be sent to
mike@pistonrudder.com.

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

A sales associate in the ship store: Part time job opportunity to
perform various retail tasks as
The parts department: Part time
Yard performing maintenance tasks on hulls: Part time
All must be able to pass drug tests, be nonsmokers, possess an ADL
and know what time work starts.
These positions are all available now.
Email: barb@pistonrudder.com for application & job description or stop

P.O. Box 1308
1000 S. Nordic Dr. Petersburg, AK 99833

Alaska Electric Department has
an opening for the position of
Electrician/Operator. This is a

Read the PUinC NOticeS
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Phone: (907) 772-4240
Fax: (907) 772-4210

full-time position, with a start-
ing wage of $60.42 for PERS
Tier 1-3 employees or $58.00

Petersburg Borough 2022 Foreclosure List
All Properties Located within the Petersburg Recording District

SUBD, PLAT 2003-3

2022 Interest Foreclosure
Property Owner Parcel ID  Legal Description Subdivision/Plat/Survey Tax Levy  Penalty thru 9/30/23 Fee Payment Total
ARMIN, NORMAN & 01010034 34 SKYI ARK PARK ~ TRAITER ONLY $146.06 $1461 2419 $150 $334.86
MERKY
BERKLEY, BENJAMIN 01006596 LOT 1, BLOCK 62 SOUTHEAST ADDITION,  $956.8 $95.68  $158.59 $150 $1,361.07
PLAT 69-202, USS 1252
BRADFORD, AARON 01010941 41 SKYLARK PARK  TRAILER ONLY $141.45 $14.15  $23.43 $150 $329.03
& JANET
COLE, THOMAS EJR 02283130 PTNLOT 16,BLOCK2 WRANGELL NARROWS  $440.58 $44.06  $73.01 $150 $707.65

—NISSELL, MICHAEL— 010411916 W ISEAND COURT — TRAILER ONLY. $115.00— S50 $18.80 $150—$205.30
R1 SK,“Abb¥ b4& “|““6Q;4 ;4 FOMWNE-COURT TRAHER ONLXY $1rn S50 $1(\’2< $1"7.1’7 $1<ﬁ $’)Q1'ﬁ’)
GARWOOBRAMONA
SCADUTO,KELLY 01006919 19 TOWNE COURT  TRAILER ONLY $93.15  $932  $15.44 $150 $267.91
TRADING UNION INC 01007103 LOT IA TIDELANDS ADDITION, ~ $15,562.95 $1,556.3 $2,579.25  $150 $19,848.50
PLAT 90-6
TRADING UNION INC 01007127 LOT 24A, BLOCK 2 PLAT 89-2; USS 282 $4,7403  $474.03 $785.58 $150 $6,149.91

during regular business hours.

<

— (X o2
Jody Tow ¢

Finance Director
Petersburg Borough

Published: October 26, November 2, 9 and 16, 2023

THIS CERTIFIES that this foreclosure list is a true and correct record of the documents in my official custody.
DATED this 20th day of October 2023

Notice is hereby given that on or about October 19, 2023, a Petition for Judgment of Foreclosure was filed by the Petersburg Borough with the Superior Court for the
State of Alaska, First Judicial District at Petersburg, asking for a Judgment of Foreclosure against the real property listed on this foreclosure list for failure to pay real
property taxes levied for 2022. A person having an interest in a parcel listed on the foreclosure list may file an answer on or before 30 days from the date of last publication
of this Notice, specifying the person's objection. If no answer is filed and the amount due for the year 2022 is not paid, it is expected that the Superior Court will grant a
Judgment of Foreclosure against the properties listed on the foreclosure list.

A copy of the Petition and this foreclosure list are available for public inspection at the Borough Clerk's Office or the Finance Department for the Petersburg Borough




Petersburg
AAAN Properties LLC

Sarah Holmgrain
907-518-0718

202 GJOA STREET

George Doyle
907-518-0639

FOR RENT. Office space avail-
able. Close to downtown and serv-
ices, only 2 blocks up from down-
town. Plenty of parking, private
restroom, and lots of natural light.
Landlord maintains landscaping,

and plows the parking Ilot.
$1,200/month includes utilities.

Classifieds

Pilot November 16, 2023 Page 15

Jalyn Pomrenke
907-723-3157

Karna Cristina
206-554-1522

LOT 18 SOUTH MITKOF

4.77 waterfront acres on Mitkof
Island. So close to the Rapids and
out front where the salmon are
jumping. Close to Papke's only a 7
minute boat ride or hike in from
the highway which is less than 1/2
mile from the front of the property.
$70,000

www.PetersburgProperties.com « 772-6000

for PERS Tier 4, and full bene-
fits. The Borough will consider
applications from State of
Alaska certified Journeyman or
Master level electricians, or
Electricians that can obtain a
State of Alaska Journeyman
Electrician Certificate of Fitness
within six months of employ-
ment. The Petersburg Borough

Edward
Jones

Match with the
financial advisor for you

Partnering with you to help you
achieve what's most important to you.

Craig Kuntz
Financial Advisor| Edward Jones
g PO Box 1262
| 102 Nicholoff Way
Cordova, AK 99574
907-424-2535 Office
907-424-2536 Direct

will assist in obtaining this cer-
tificate. Signing bonus of $5,000
after completion of six-month
probationary period. Up to
$15,000 reimbursable relocation
expenses with a minimum two
(2) year employment agreement.
A complete job description and
employment application can be
obtained from the Borough’s
website at
www.petersburgak.gov. Appli-
cations for the position will be
accepted until the position is
filled. Send completed applica-
tions to the Borough HR office,
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK
99833, fax to 907-772-3759, or
email to bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov.

............. tfn11-16b155
First Bank is looking for a
Customer Service Representa-
tive/Teller for the Petersburg
Branch. If you like to work with
customers, enjoy problem solv-
ing, are dependable, and you are
interested in the position, stop
by the branch and let’s talk

There are exciting career opportunities available at

PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER
Choose from many FULL-TIME &
PART-TIME, benefited positions

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY

- Passenger Service Workers;
Stewards & Pursers

- Unlicensed Engine Personnel;
Oilers & Jr Engineers

- Licensed Deck Officers
- Able Bodied Seaman

- Marine Engineers

Several full time, year round professional and entry level
positions are now available throughout Alaska in our offices,
terminals and onboard our vessels.

AMHS offers competitive starting pay, full benefits package,
vacation & personal leave and hands-on training.

FerryAlaska.com/employment

about it. Previous experience is
not required. Application can be
found online at www.First-
BankAK.com or at the branch.
We offer competitive salaries,
health insurance, paid holidays,
vacation, 401 (k) retirement
plans, employees stock owner-
ship plans and educational op-
portunities.
............... tfn9-28b77

FOR SALE

Power Troll

Permit - $27,500
509-491-1236 or 425-677-3450

Petersburg Borough has an
opening for the position of Jour-
neyman Lineman. This is a reg-
ular full-time position in which
the Lineman will also be trained
as a generation operator. Wage

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Current Openings:
On-the-Job Training CNA Class
- Tai Ji Quan Facilitator (PT as Needed)
* Adult Day Care Program Aide (PT)
 Physical Therapist - Laboratory Assistant
* Medical Assistant - Materials Assistant (PT)

+ Bingocize Facilitator (PT as Needed)
+ Clinic Reception/Admissions (FT)
* Medical Technologist - Registration Coordinator
+ Occupational Therapist - Ward Clerk
» Radiologic Technologist
* Nurse (LPN or RN) - Primarily Night Shift

SCAN CODE

to view position descriptions

& to apply online

or look for your new career

at pmcak.org

| For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director
L Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719 .

FLOAT PLANE
SERVICE
Throughout SE Alaska

» Sightseeing * Hunting
* Freight * Fishing
* USFS Cabins

Petersburg Seaplane
Facility on Dock St.

P/W{ETERSBURG
ﬁ FLYING SERVICE, LLC

$07-516-1957 + 907-723-1053

$59.75/hr with operator pre-
mium (Tier 4) $62.17/hr with
operator premium (Tier 1-3)
Signing bonus of $5,000 after
completion of six-month proba-
tionary period. Up to $15,000
reimbursable relocation ex-
penses with a minimum two (2)
year employment agreement. A
complete job description and
employment application can be
obtained from the Borough’s
website at
www.petersburgak.gov . Appli-
cations will be accepted at the
front desk of the Borough office
at 12 S. Nordic Street in Peters-
burg; by mail to Human Re-
sources, P.O. Box 329,
Petersburg, AK 99833; or via
email to bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov . Open until position is
filled.

............. tfn11-16b124
Petersburg Borough has an
opening for a permanent full-
time Motor Pool Equipment Me-
chanic. Starting wage for this
position is $29.42/hour. Three
years of vehicle repair and
maintenance employment expe-
rience is required. Possession of
a Class A or B Commercial Dri-
ver’s License with air brake and
tanker endorsements is pre-
ferred; however, applicants with
the ability to obtain the required

CDL within the first six months
of employment will be consid-
ered. A full job description and
employment application can be
obtained from the Borough’s
website at
www.petersburgak.gov. Appli-
cations will be accepted at the
front desk of the Borough office,
12 S. Nordic Drive, or mailed to
P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, AK
99833, attn: Human Resources,
until position is filled.
.............. tfn7-13b117
Job opening for a full-time
bakery-deli front house manager
as well as full and part time prep
cook and baker. Inquire with
Mindy at the Salty Pantry or call
907-772-2665.
............... tfn4-13b30

KEN’S PAINTING:
Interior/Exterior Painting &
Power Washing
at an affordable price

| 772-2010 or 772-2028

MISCELLANEOUS

ALASKA

FIBRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy.

772-2173

Business Forms to make your
office run smoother. Check it
out at Petersburg Pilot, 207 N.
Nordic Drive.

............... 1x11-16dh
Classified Deadline is 5 p.m.
each Tuesday for ads appearing
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by 207 N. Nordic
Drive.

............... 1x11-16dh

NOTICES

Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255
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Day Parade.

Honoring Veterans

Stedman Elementary students sing the Star-Spangled Banner to kick off the Veteren’s

OLIVIA ROSE / Petersburg Pilot

Victor Trautman wrapped in the Quilt of Valor quilt he received during the parade
in recognition of his service in the United States Army.

IBEW

Continued from page 1
year to hire an Electrician/Operator and a Journeyman
Lineman, which burdens the few workers that are there.

Sam Caulum spoke at the Nov. 6 borough assembly
meeting, representing himself and a majority of IBEW
members at PMPL. He said the prolonged worker short-
age in the department has “been pretty taxing on the em-
ployees that are there.”

“Right now, we have two linemen and a lineman ap-
prentice. And they're trying to keep everything going.
It's hard.” Borough Manager Steve Giesbrecht told the
Pilot.

“They’re really short handed, and so we've got to fix
that. And we owe it to them to fix it,” he added.

Labor contracts between unions and the borough last
three years until renegotiated, typically including grad-
ual salary raises. However, the market rate for wages in-
creased faster than the raises did.

The borough received no applicants when advertising
the lineman position for $49 an hour with a $15 thousand
hiring bonus and relocation assistance.

Salary surveys for other locations revealed that the
wages offered for the vacant
roles in Petersburg were not
competitive salaries and stood
far below the market standard.

“We were doing raises like
two and a half percent; market
was doing raises like 30 per-
cent,” said Manager Giesbrecht.

Although the IBEW collective
bargaining agreement was not
due for renegotiation until this
summer, the borough recog-
nized the recruiting issue in the
PMPL department and ap-
proached IBEW about opening
contract negotiations early to
primarily redress pay rates.

The union agreed.

Negotiations between the bor-
ough and IBEW happened re-
markably quickly. The
Petersburg Borough Assembly
approved the new contract in an
executive session with members
of the borough negotiation team
on Now. 6.

“Your staff did a great job. I
believe it’s one of the quickest
times I've done negotiating,”
IBEW system business manager
Sven Westergard told the assem-
bly before the executive session.
“1 believe both sides will be

CALL 2-H] e oenzm

or TEXT GETCOVEREDAK to 898-211

Language interpretation is available.

happy with this. It will get you guys back in the hunt to
get some qualified people in here.”

Each position in the contract was negotiated individ-
ually. The tentative agreement reached for this contract
raised wages “appropriately” to come closer to market
rates.

The $49 an hour starting wage for a Journeyman Line-
man increased to $58 per hour in the ratified contract.

The collective bargaining agreement includes “an ad-
ditional Operator premium of $1.75 per hour for anyone
who trains to be an Operator but does not have Operator
in their position title” according to Borough Clerk and
Human Resources Director Debbie Thompson.

A Journeyman Lineman/Operator position lists at
$59.75 per hour — $58 for the lineman portion and $1.75
per hour for the premium.

The Electrician/Operator position is now advertised
at $58 per hour, which includes the $1.75 premium for
the operator position.

“We feel it’s a fair contract,” Caulum continued. “It
gets us close to the industry standards.”

The parties agreed to implement the pay increases of

the ratified contract with the start of the next payroll pe-
riod, rather than wait until July, to begin the recruitment
process with this improved incentive.

The ratified contract is effective from Nov. 11, 2023
through June 30, 2027.

Wages are set through June 30, 2025. In early 2025, the
borough and IBEW will reopen negotiations, for wages
only, to assess raises for IBEW positions on July 1, 2025
and again the following year, according to Clerk Thomp-
son.

“The salary is a big help, at least it opens the door so
people might consider us. But the truth of it is, we still
have to find people who want to live here ... not every-
body wants to live in our slush,” Manager Giesbrecht
said. “We still have a lot of work to do to get good people
here ... this is the first step that allows us to be compet-
itive about our recruiting.”

“We need to attract the talent for some of these highly
skilled jobs and so far we’ve been struggling with that,”
Caulum said. “We're hopeful that this will get us one
step closer to filling these positions and keeping the
lights on for Petersburg.”

Health Insurance Marketplace® at HealthCare
Open Enrollment Now through January 16

Get free, local, unbiased enrollment help from a United Way
Healthcare Navigator in-person, online, or by phone.

A United Way Healthcare Navigator can help you:
& Apply, pick a plan, and enroll at HealthCare.gov
& Apply for Medicaid or Denali KidCare

™ Find cost savings

This program is supported by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of a financial assistance award totaling $1.64
million with 100 percent funded by CMS/HHS. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official views of, nor an endorsement, by CMS/HHS, or the U.S. Government.

Enroll By December 15 For Coverage Beginning January 1, 2024

United

Way /

United Way of Anchorage

Alaska




