
“Our issue is not against the 
mask mandate, it is against us 
being forced to deny admittance 
to people from coming into our 
church to worship together and 
we cannot do that,” Lopez said. 

He also said the church has 
their own mitigation plan in 
place and had its services moved 
online Sunday. 

General Manager of Hammer 
& Wikan Jim Floyd also spoke to 
the assembly and said local busi-
nesses were never consulted 
about the ordinance. He felt busi-
nesses were neither equipped 
nor willing to require employees 
to be the enforcers of the ordi-
nance. 

A collection of businesses in 
Petersburg signed onto a letter to 
the assembly stating they were in 
opposition to the ordinance be-

cause of “the inappropriate level 
of arrogance and overreach of 
government into our commu-
nity’s private business.” 

The businesses who signed 
included Hammer & Wikan, 
Trading Union, Petersburg Rex-
all Drug, Diamante Gift Shoppe, 
Reid Brothers Construction, 
Rock-N-Road Construction, 
Rocky’s Marine, NAPA Auto 
Parts, Piston & Rudder Service, 
Kito’s Kave, Harbor Bar and 
Liquor, Alaska Fiber, The Trees, 
Alaska Floorcovering, Papa Bea-
r’s Pizza, THE 420, Elks Lodge, 
Moose Lodge, Jensen’s Boat Ren-
tals, The Cedar Box, Blomster 
Hus, Nordic Elite Business Serv-
ices, Nordic Automotive, Beach-
comber Lodge, Mattingly 
Electric, and Apex Refrigeration 
& Heating. 

The letter stated that if the or-

dinance were to pass, the busi-
nesses would close and put a 
sign on their doors reading 
“CLOSED DUE TO GOVERN-
MENT OVERREACH - Contact 
your borough assembly mem-
bers.” 

It closed by stating the ordi-
nance would hurt the businesses, 
employees, the people who rely 
on their services, and the bor-
ough and asked the assembly to 
vote no on the ordinance. 

Assembly Member Chelsea 
Tremblay opened the assembly’s 
discussion on the ordinance, ex-
plaining her intentions behind 
bringing it forward and saying 
that she had no intention to pass 
the ordinance as written. 

She had hoped that after the 
previous emergency ordinance 
passed, people would slow the 
spread of COVID-19 and the 
number of cases would decrease, 
but cited a gathering of over 150 
people soon after the emergency 
ordinance passed as a “red car-
pet invitation for COVID.” 

“This was basically me pre-
senting options that we never 
used and hoped to never use and 
I’m hoping that we can get to a 
productive place where we can 
figure out what would actually 
work because people are coming 
to us talking about personal re-
sponsibility as being the way 
that they see our way out 
through this and then we’re ac-
tually not seeing that actually 
come into play in community ac-
tion,” Tremblay said. 

Assembly Member Jeff 
Meucci proposed four amend-
ments to the ordinance. 

The first amendment re-
moved language in the ordi-
nance relating to businesses and 
building owners being required 
to deny admittance to individu-
als who fail to comply with the 
ordinance. 

It also removed the fine asso-
ciated with businesses, employ-
ers, building owners, or lessees 
who violate the ordinance. 

The first amendment passed 
unanimously in a 6-0 vote. 

The second amendment 
added language to clarify that 
private residences would not be 
considered communal spaces 

and the ordinance would have 
nothing to do with private resi-
dences. 

The second amendment 
passed unanimously, 6-0. 

The third amendment aimed 
to change the fine structure for 
individuals who violated the or-
dinance by initially giving them 
a warning before issuing a fine. 

Meucci said his intention 
with the amendment was to 
make the punishment less se-
vere, but some assembly mem-
bers had concerns with even 
having fines and how they 
would be enforced.  

The amendment failed in a 4-
2 vote with Meucci and Trem-
blay in support. 

Meucci’s final amendment 
added a section at the end of the 
ordinance which would allow 
the public health officer to pro-
vide input during the decision 
making process for repealing 
the ordinance. 

The amendment passed in a 
4-2 vote with Mayor Mark 
Jensen and Assembly Member 
Bob Lynn opposed. 

Lynn then moved to remove 
the fine structure for individuals 
who violated the ordinance 
which was unanimously ap-
proved by the assembly in a 6-0 
vote. 

Vice Mayor Jeigh Stanton 
Gregor said he was frustrated 
with some of the comments of 
people who called into the 
meeting and questioned why 
people would wear a mask 
when they travel on a plane but 
not for their own neighbors. 

“I’m imploring members of 
the public to please, it doesn’t 
cost you a penny, please wear a 
mask and do your best not to 
get other people sick. It is pre-
ventable. Mitigation strategies 
do work,” Stanton Gregor said. 

Tremblay shared some of the 
reactions people had when she 
talked to them about the large 
gathering not being postponed 
and going ahead as planned 
after the increase of COVID-19 
cases describing it as “unbeliev-
able, shocking, awful, selfish, 
disappointing, and devastat-
ing.” 

She was glad that the assem-

bly was able to come together to 
create a cohesive ordinance and 
and hoped that the community 
would act accordingly. 

Lynn said he was frustrated 
with the school closures this 
week due to the increase in 
COVID-19 cases and the 
amount of people that the hos-
pital is having to treat but be-
lieved that the ordinance was 
not going to get them anywhere. 

Meucci said when he saw the 
original wording of the ordi-
nance it struck him as odd and 
he did not want to make it any 
harder for local businesses. 

He said he wants to be proac-
tive on the assembly and that 
the ordinance is a good step to 
help deal with the outbreak. 

“People say it’s their individ-
ual right, yeah it is their individ-
ual right, but we are a 
community of 3,000 people and 
everything we do individually 
affects the rest of us, and I think 
people need to hold themselves 
accountable for bad decisions in 
town,” Meucci said. 

Assembly Member Dave 
Kensinger said he struggled 
with the ordinance in the days 
before the meeting but be-
lieved the path the assembly 
was going down was right. 

“I think we just need to get 
everybody’s attention in town 
and say, look, do the right 
thing, wear a mask, social dis-
tance, if you’re inclined to get 
a vaccine, get a vaccine,” 
Kensinger said. 

Earlier in the meeting, 
Kensinger cited that according 
to The New York Times, Pe-
tersburg Borough had the 
highest number of cases per 
capita of any county in the 
United States. 

Jensen said he would not 
support the ordinance because 
he believes some people will 
never mask up and implement-
ing a fine would only cause 
more division. 

“I just hope people take it 
serious that there is a problem 
and do what they feel is best,” 
Jensen said. 

The amended ordinance 
passed in a 4-2 vote with 
Jensen and Lynn opposed.

he preferred this celebration more than 
the previous ones held in the school 
gym. 

“I think this was the best we’ve done 
since I’ve been doing it, so that’s quite a 
while, since ‘97,” Anderson said. “You 
saw the community come together on 
this too and, yeah, we have an epidemic, 
but it was safer this way.” 

As the car parade turned towards Pe-
tersburg High School, the high school 
band played while students from the 
middle and high schools greeted pa-
raders. 

Anderson said he saw a lot of people 
at the parade that he did not know were 
veterans and he was glad to see veterans 
getting recognition for their service. 

“That’s the problem we have with the 
Vietnam veterans right now is they’re 
getting older and they’re trying to get 
into VA and different things, but they 
haven’t really been recognized,” Ander-
son said. 

At the end of the parade, Quilts of 
Valor were presented to veterans out-
side the high school by students and 
participants in the Rain Country Quil-
ters’ Petersburg Quilts of Valor project. 

280,000 quilts have been distributed 
nationwide, and the local project group 
has distributed 108 quilts since its incep-
tion in March of 2016 according to Carol 
Kandoll. 

Recipients of the Quilts of Valor in-
cluded George Clemens for his service 
in the Navy, Frederick Fish for his serv-
ice in the Army, Carl Forgey for his serv-
ice in the Air Force, Dave Holmes for his 
service in the Coast Guard, Randy 
Holmgrain for his service in the Marine 
Corps, Paul Lutomski for his service in 
the Army, and Aaron Marohl for his 
service in the Marine Corps. 

During the parade, Anderson re-
ceived a letter written by Sailor Ode-
gaard which read, “Thank you for your 
service and fighting for our freedom. I 
am thankful that we can live in a free 

country. Also thankful that I can grow 
up making my own choices. Again, I am 
thankful for all the sacrifices you made 
for our country.” 

Students from the elementary school 
also put together a video thanking vet-
erans and posted it to the district’s 
YouTube channel.
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Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Due to events beyond our control we are  
unable to celebrate our Customer Appreciation 

Weekend, November 20th and 21st.

Customer Appreciation 
Weekend  

CANCELED

Watch for our  
HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE & 

SMALL BUSINESS  
SATURDAY EVENTS  
in this week’s paper.     

 

Thank you for  
your support. 

HARDWARE STORE

HARDWARE 

Hours: Monday - Sunday:  
8:00a - 5:00p,  

772-4811 • Fax 772-3642  

SSRAA –  
Nominations for Appointed Seats   
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc. 

Board of Directors is soliciting nominations for the following 
appointed positions: 
 
 
 
 
 

These are two year terms beginning in January 
2022. Nominations must be in writing and  
submitted to SSRAA, 14 Borch Street,  
Ketchikan, AK  99901 by December 6, 2021.   
For further information, call Liz Jones at (907) 225-9605  
or email: lizj@ssraa.org. 
Published: November 11, 18, 25 and December 2, 2021

• Chamber of Commerce 
• Native Corporation 

• Municipal 
• Processor 

• Public at Large (2 Seats) 
• Sport Fish 
• Subsistence

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION OF  
REDEMPTION PERIOD 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute 

29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal 
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in  
Exhibit “1” of the Judgment and Decree entered on November 
25, 2020 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First  
Judicial District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-20-73 Civil),  
foreclosing on real property against which taxes are delinquent 
for the year 2019, will expire on December 6, 2021. A copy of 
the Judgment and Decree is available for inspection at the  
Borough Finance Department, 12 South Nordic Drive,  
Petersburg, Alaska 99833. 

Properties listed in Exhibit “1” of the Judgment and Decree, un-
less redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough  
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and every 
right or interest of a person in said properties will be  
forfeited forever to the Borough, 
subject to certain repurchase rights 
of the owner of record set out in 
Alaska Statute�29.45.470/Petersburg 
Municipal Code 4.24.465. 

 
Jody Tow, Finance Director  

Petersburg Borough 
Published: November 4, 11, 18 and 25, 2021

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
 
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA AT 

PETERSBURG. In the Matter of the Estate of Ian James Martin. 
CASE NO: 1PE-20-00017PR. Notice to creditors. You are notified 
that the court appointed Nicole Haltiner as personal representative of 
this estate. All persons having claims against the person who died are 
required to present their claims within four (4) months after the date 
of the first publication of this notice or the claims will be forever 
barred. All claims should be presented to Nicole Haltiner PO BOX 
443 Petersburg, AK 99833. Dated this 25th day of October.  
Published: November 4, 11 and 18, 2021 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Petersburg Parks and Recreation will 
be installing a lighting system at the Ice 
Skate Pond. Please send comments  
or inquiries to Parks and Recreation  
Advisory Board at: parksrecreationadvisoryboard@petersburgak.gov 
and/or Stephanie Payne at spayne@petersburgak.gov by 
Monday, Nov. 22nd. 
Published: November 11 and 18, 2021
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Read the Veterans Day

Photo courtesy of Mary Midkiff 

Mary Midkiff’s third grade class holds signs thanking veterans for their service.

Continued from page 1

Mask Ordinance
Continued from page 1

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Effective Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
All parking at 1450 Haugen Drive, Petersburg, AK,  

commonly known as “long-term and short-term airport parking,” 
previously provided by the State of Alaska DOT, will become  
a “paid parking by permit only” parking lot and will require  

payment. Rates on the app will include hourly and daily. 
 

If you are interested in monthly, semi-annual or  
annual parking at reduced rates, contact us at:  

psgairportparking@gmail.com 
 

--- HOW TO OBTAIN A PARKING PERMIT--- 
� Go to www.p-123.com in your browser.  
� Find step-by-step instructions for initial registration on   
     setting up your account, include the zone number 10323. 
� On your day of travel or trip to the airport, simply drive to    
     the airport, find an available parking spot in the Petersburg  
     Airport Parking lot. 
� Scan the QR Code on our signage and permit your vehicle  
     for parking. 
 

Visit our Facebook page,  
Petersburg Airport Parking, for updates. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH YOU! 
DMC Enterprises LLC, dba Petersburg Airport Parking 

1450 Haugen Drive, PO Box 882, Petersburg, AK 99833 


