
Petersburg Indian Associa-
tion received six declaration of 
candidacy letters for four seats 
on the Tribal Council, including 
the one-year council chair seat.  

The deadline to submit a let-
ter of declaration of candidacy 
was on Monday, but anyone 
still interested in running for a 
seat on the council can fill out a 
letter of intent to run as a write-
in candidate. Interested tribal 
members have until Nov. 23 at 
4 P.M. to submit a letter of in-
tent. 

Christina Morrison, the cur-
rent Tribal Council president, is 
running unopposed for the 
council chair seat.  

There are three 2-year term 
seats on the council that are up 
for reelection. Incumbents 
Brenda Norheim and Joseph 
Stewart are seeking reelection 
but are challenged by other in-
terested individuals. Jaclyn 
Lyons, Jeanette Ness and Mary 
Katasse-Miller are also running 

for a seat on the Tribal Council.  
PIA Tribal Administrator 

Tracy Welch said the council 
has had trouble filling vacant 
seats in the past. She attributes 
the COVID-19 pandemic for 
getting people involved with 
this year’s tribal election. One 
of the three seats up for reelec-
tion had been vacant for the 
past year.  

There are also four seats up 
for reelection on the Johnson 
O’Malley parent committee. 
The program supports native 
students by offering part-time 
assistants who work with na-
tive students in classrooms and 
provide support for teachers. 

Thomas Kojima is running 
for a two-year term on the com-
mittee, and Victoria Moore is 
running for a one-year term.  

Typically, tribal elections are 
held on the first Monday in Jan-
uary, but this year, PIA will be 
mailing ballots to registered 
tribal members that are 18 
years old or older. The ballots 
will be mailed out on Dec. 4 
and can be submitted in person 

at the PIA office through Jan. 4, 
2021. The ballots will be 
counted on Jan. 5, 2021 and cer-
tified the following week but 
the Tribal Council.  

Ballots cannot be returned 
by mail, said Welch. Anyone 
who can’t return their ballot in 
person can arrange for a ballot 
pick up. 

“Things are a little different 
this year,” said Welch. “We 
think we have everything ac-
counted for, but I guess it’ll be 
a learning experience.” 
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NOTICE OF EXPIRATION  
OF REDEMPTION PERIOD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute 
29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal 
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in 
Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree entered on December 4, 
2018 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First Judicial 
District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-18-39 Civil), foreclosing 
on real property against which taxes are delinquent for the year 
2017, will expire on December 14, 2020. A copy of the Judgment 
and Decree is available for inspection at the Borough Finance 
Department, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833. 

 
Properties listed in Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree, 

unless redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough 
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and 
every right or interest of a person in said properties will be 
forfeited forever to the Borough, subject to certain repurchase 
rights of the owner of record set out in Alaska 
Statute�29.45.470/Petersburg Municipal Code 4.24.465. 

 
 
 
 

Published:November 12, 19, 25 and December 3, 2020.

Jody Tow, Finance Director 
Petersburg Borough

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION  
OF REDEMPTION PERIOD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute 
29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal 
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in 
Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree entered on November 
22, 2019 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First 
Judicial District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-19-55 Civil), 
foreclosing on real property against which taxes are delinquent 
for the year 2018, will expire on December 14, 2020. A copy of 
the Judgment and Decree is available for inspection at the 
Borough Finance Department, 12 South Nordic Drive, 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833. 

Properties listed in Exhibit "1" of the Judgment and Decree, 
unless redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough 
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and 
every right or interest of a person in said properties will be 
forfeited forever to the Borough, subject to certain repurchase 
rights of the owner of record set out in Alaska 
Statute�29.45.470/Petersburg Municipal Code 4.24.465. 

 
 
 
 

Published:November 12, 19, 25 and December 3, 2020.

Jody Tow, Finance Director 
Petersburg Borough

Cheers to  
75 years! 

on Monday, Nov. 23rd 

Wishing you a day as special 
as you... filled with many 
smiles and lots of laughter!  

We love you! 

Love,  
Annette, Tanya, Duane, 
Cindy, and Shirlene, our 
families, grandkids and 
great grandkids

Pre-order your SMOKED  
THANKSGIVING TURKEYS

Open Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 10-4 

Ph: (907) 772-3662

Order Deadline: Friday, November 20th

EARLIER DEADLINE
Thanksgiving Week

The Pilot 
will be  

distributed 
on Wednesday 
November 25. 

All ads & letters 
must be  

submitted 
to the Pilot by 

MONDAY @ 5 PM

ANCSA
gional corporation established 
for Southeast Alaska. But they 
were not eligible to form vil-
lage or urban corporations and 
therefore received no land en-
titlements.”  

Beebe also quoted Lee Gor-
such, director of ISER in the 
early 1990s: “The study vil-
lages were not … denied all 
benefits under ANCSA. Quali-
fied residents of those villages 
received cash payments and 
they are at-large members of 
Sealaska regional corpora-
tion.” 

The letter that the assembly 
approved on Wednesday was-
n’t for or against the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act 
Fulfillment Act of 2020. It sim-
ply requested more time to re-
view the maps that show 
which pieces of land in the re-
gion would be transferred over 
to the Urban Corporations and 
to receive community feed-
back.  

Assembly members were 
primarily concerned over pub-
lic access to the land after it 
was transferred over to Urban 
Corporations. Mayor Mark 
Jensen said there were Forest 
Service cabins on some of 
those pieces of land and local 
residents also use those lands 
for fishing, hunting and other 
recreational purposes.  

Assembly Member Bob 
Lynn said the best way for the 
bill to move forward would be 
to get the community’s sup-
port. He believed there wasn’t 
a formal process for the land 
selection and wanted the pub-
lic to weigh in with their opin-
ions. 

Another representative 
with Alaska Natives Without 
Land said the organization 
had vetted the maps with 
Alaskans throughout the re-
gion and made changes to 
their land selections based on 
the feedback they got. Assem-
bly Member Taylor Norheim 
said maps of the specific pieces 
of land had been available 

since at least December, giving 
the public plenty of time to re-
view them.  

Norheim, who described 
himself as a “tribal member,” 
clarified that any land that was 
turned over to the Urban Cor-
porations would still be open 
to the public.  

“The tribe here is far too 
mixed race at this point to be 
picking and choosing who can 
and cannot be let on this land,” 
said Norheim. “Nobody is 
going to lose their hunting 
spots. Their fishing spots. No-
body wants to cut down and 
clear-cut anything.” 

Jensen responded that there 
is language in the bill that does 
state the land would still be 
open to the public but would 
be subject to “reasonable re-
strictions.” Assembly Member 
Dave Kensinger was con-
cerned over the specific plots 
of land that were chosen and 
the possibility of cutting down 

timber.  
“If you’re trying to protect 

high value timber land for car-
bon credits, why do you need 
to pick lands that are located 
next to log transfer facilities 
and some of the most devel-
oped road systems we have in 
the area?” asked Kensinger.  

The letter to Alaska’s con-
gressional delegation, which 
was addressed directly to Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski who serves as 
the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Energy & Natu-
ral Resources, also asks about 
the future of some of the bor-
ough’s state and federal fund-
ing. With the loss of federal 
acreage of land, the borough’s 
annual Secure Rural Schools 
and Payment-In-Lieu-of-Taxes 
payments could be affected.  

The borough assembly 
agreed to send the letter in a 4-
2 vote with Assembly Member 
Chelsea Tremblay and 
Norheim opposed.  
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Six hopefuls running for Tribal Council
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

No�ce of PIA Elec�on
Due to the COVID‐19 pandemic, the 2021 PIA Election will 
be conducted predominately by a mailed ballot system. 
Ballots will be mailed to qualified voters on December 1, 
2020. Ballots can be returned in person at the PIA office 
from December 1‐January 4th during scheduled voting 
hours. Ballots cannot be returned by mail. If you cannot 
leave your residence, we can arrange for your ballot to be 
th picked up. Ballots will be tabulated on January 5 , 2021. 
 
The following seats will be up for elec�on: 
  Council Chair (President): 1 – One Year Term  
  Council Member: 3 – Two Year Term 
  JOM Parent Commi�ee Member:  
      2 – Two Year Term 

     2 – One Year Term 
 

Declara�ons of candidacy forms are due by 4pm on 
November 16th 2020. 

Any eligible person wishing to run 
as a write‐in candidate must submit a 
le�er of intent by 4:00pm on 
November 23rd, 2020. 

For Declara�on of Candidacy or 
Le�er of Intent forms, an absentee ballot, ques�ons or to 
enroll with PIA, please contact Tina Kerr at the PIA office at 
772‐3636 or by email at piaelec�on@piatribal.org.
Published: November 5, 12, 19 and 25, 2020

The map above shows the land in the immediate area that would 
transfer over to the Urban Corporation in the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act Fulfillment Act of 2020. 

Map courtesy of the Petersburg Borough


