
People in Petersburg know 
her has their school bus driver 
or driver’s education teacher, 
but on Friday evening Hoopie 
Davidson was this year’s tree 
lighter during the annual 
Christmas tree lighting cere-
mony.  

Davidson was born in Pe-
tersburg, but moved to Squaw 
Harbor on Unga Island in 
third grade with her family to 
catch crab. The family then 
moved to Kodiak in time to 

experience the Good Friday 
earthquake of 1964, an earth-
quake with a magnitude of 9.2 
that hit near Prince William 
Sound. Later that year when 
she was in middle school, 
Davidson and her family 
moved back to Petersburg. 

She eventually graduated 
from Petersburg High School 
and moved to Germany to 
study German at the Goethe 
Institute. She wanted to be-
come a stewardess with 
Lufthansa Airlines and needed 
to learn the language. Six 
months later she was offered a 

job, but she would 
have to move to 
New York. 

“Being that I’m a 
small town girl, I 
said, ‘no,’” said 
Davidson.  

She returned to 
Petersburg and 
began working for 
the Alaska Marine 
Highway System. In 
1972, she became 
junior assistant 
purser onboard the 
M/V Malaspina, 
one of the first 
woman pursers in 
the state.  

Davidson left the 
ferry system when 
she met her hus-
band, Bill Davidson, 
to start a family. 
They raised two 
kids out by the Crys-
tal Lake Fish Hatch-
ery where Bill 
worked.  

Hoopie had been 
working as a tour 
guide, driving the 
tour bus and point-
ing out places of in-
terest in 1982 when 
she first began her 
37 year long career 
driving the local 
school bus. During 
that time she also 
taught driver’s edu-
cation classes to 
high school students 
and anyone who 
wanted to learn  
how to drive. She 
also taught a defen-
sive driving class 
through the Na-
tional Safety Coun-
cil to her driver’s 
education students, 
police officers, fire-
fighters, and mem-
bers of the United 
States Forest Service through-
out the state. Additionally, 
Hoopie was also certified to 
teach others how to drive 
buses. With all the different 
classes that she has taught 
over the years, Hoopie esti-

mates that she has trained ap-
proximately 2,000 people. 

On March 30, 2020, Hoopie, 
67, will be retiring from all her 
duties; although, she will still 
be conducting tours in the 
summer. She said she owes it 
to her family to retire, because 
she has spent the past 37 years 
working and has not been as 
involved with her family as 
she would have liked to have 
been.  

The community came to-
gether Friday in recognition of 
all the hard work Hoopie has 
put in teaching generations 
how to drive when she was 
named tree lighter. 

“I remember putting my 
head in my hands, and I 
started crying,” said Hoopie 
about the moment she first 
found out she would be this 
year’s tree lighter. “I felt very 
humbled.” 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT PETERSBURG 

 
In the Matter of the Estate of:  )  

      )    
WILLIAM K. NEUMANN     ) 
REVOCABLE TRUST           )  

 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND  

OTHER INTERESTED PERSONS 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that William K. Neumann, 

Trustor/Settlor/Grantor of the William K. Neumann Revocable Trust 
dated January 21, 2010 (the “Trust”), died on October 5, 2019. 
Kimberly Neidiffer is the Successor Trustee of the Trust. 

Pursuant to AS 13.16.530 and AS 13.36.368(b)(3), all interested 
persons having an interest in the Estate or those having claims against 
the said deceased or the Trust are required to present their claims to 
the Trustee, c/o Peter B. Brautigam, Manley & Brautigam P.C., 1127 
W. 7th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99501 within four (4) months after the 
date of first publication of this notice or said claims will be forever 
barred. 

Alaska Statue 13.06.050(26) states that: 
(26) “interested person” includes heirs, devisees, children, 
spouses, creditors, beneficiaries, and other persons having prop-
erty rights in or claims against a trust estate or the estate of a 
decedent, ward or protested person; …. 

DATED in Anchorage, Alaska, this 21st day of November, 2019 
MANLEY & BRAUTIGAM P.C. 

Counsel for Kimberly Neidiffer, Trustee for the  
William K. Neumann Revocable Trust dated 

June 9, 2017 
Published: November 28 and December 5 and 12, 2019

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
(REVISED MEETING TIME) 

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Planning and  
Zoning Commission, on Tuesday, December 10th, 2019 at 1:00 
pm, will be holding a meeting and conducting a public hearing 
in the Assembly Chambers located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The 
purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on 
the following: 

A. Recommendation to Borough Assembly on an application 
from Rob Schwartz to purchase approximately 35,000 sf. 
of borough property located at N 14th ST. 

B. Consideration of an application for a Conditional Use  
Permit from Tiffany Davis for a home occupation (hair 
salon) at 101 Jenny LN (01-003-202). 

C. Consideration of an application for a Conditional Use  
Permit from Alec and Theresa Pfundt for a mobile home 
in the industrial district at 213 Hungerford Hill RD  
(01-031-716). 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the   
request,  either  in  writing  or verbally, will be given the  
opportunity to be heard during the above mentioned hearing. 
Written suggestions or objections to the provisions of said  
requests may be filed with the Community & Economic  
Development Department at or before such meeting and will be 
heard by the Petersburg Planning and Zoning Commission at 
the time and place specified. Said 
hearings may be continued from 
time to time as necessary.    
Published: December 5, 2019 

We invite you to  

participate in our 

giving tree to 

benefit local 

non-profits.

Stop in today to 

grab an ornament 

& help us give 

back to our 

community! Walk around to choose  
your treats and purchase by the pound. 

Containers provided.  

All proceeds donated locally.

P-W Insurance 
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858 
We provide a full range of insurance services:  
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters, 
boat and more.

Holy Cross House 
Sat., Dec. 7 10a - 12p 

$12/pound

Cookie Walk

SSRAA – NOMINATIONS FOR APPOINTED SEATS 
 
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc. Board 

of Directors is soliciting nominations for the following appointed  
positions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 These are two year terms beginning in January 2020.  Nominations 

must be in writing and submitted to SSRAA, 14 Borch Street, Ketchi-
kan, AK  99901 by December 17, 2019.  For further information call 
Liz Jones at the administration office (907) 225-9605 or email: 
lizj@ssraa.org. 
Published: December 5 and 12, 2019

• Chamber of Commerce 
• Native Corporation  
• Municipal 
• Processor 

• Public at Large (2 Seats) 
• Sport Fish 
• Subsistence

Hoopie Davidson named this year’s tree lighter
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Hoopie Davidson with her dog Abby before Fridayʼs tree lighting ceremony.  

Photo courtesy of Hoopie Davidson

Mitkof Dance Troupe Presents

Tots & Kinders only  
Thursday, Dec. 12, 6pm 

 - Suggested donation of $10 at the door 

Main Show 
Fri. & Sat., Dec. 13 & 14, 6pm 
1st through 12th grades (Ticket required) 

Main Show, +Tots & Kinders 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 2pm 

(Tickets Required) 

Game Night 
Dance Recital

Wright Auditorium 
$15 Tickets available @ Lee’s Clothing 

Doors open 30mins before performance

The Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department 
is offering a Fire Recruit class  
Starting Dec. 7 - end of Jan.

Classes will be  
held on Saturdays  
from 8am to 5pm. 

 
Call 772-3355  

or stop by the Fire Station  
for more information.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 

ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE #2019-14 
Ordinance #2019-14, an Ordinance to Provide for  

Determining the Full and True Value of a Property that  
Qualifies for Low-Income Housing Tax Credits Under 26 USC 
42 has been adopted by the Borough Assembly.  Provisions of 
the ordinance take effect immediately. 

A copy of the ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, the US Post Office, the City of Kupreanof, 
Papke’s Landing posting board, the  
Library, and the Municipal Harbor office 
for review during normal office hours.      
Published: December 5, 2019

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Board of Directors of the Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will hold 
a Regular Board Meeting on December 
12, 2019 from 9 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Cape Fox Lodge in  
Ketchikan, Alaska. During the meeting, the board may enter into 
an executive session to discuss the Agency’s CEO contract. For  
additional information, please call 907.228.2281.� 
Published: December 5, 2019 

Christmas Tree  
CUTTING  

 
You do not need a permit to cut a Christmas tree on the 

Petersburg Ranger District for personal use. Christmas tree cut- 
ting for personal use is not intended to sell for commercial use.   

 
There are no regulations on what tree species to cut or size to cut. 

However, there are a few rules to follow:

Do not top a larger tree 
Do not cut a tree and then discard it for another one 
you may find more desirable, and 
Cut trees as close to the ground as possible, below the  
lowest limb or 12 inches from the ground. 
 

For more information please contact the  
Petersburg Ranger District at (907) 772-3871.  

 
The USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.

Forest Service 
Alaska Region

Tongass National 
Forest

United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Published: November 28, December 5 and 12, 2019

No�ce of PIA Elec�on
There shall be an election for the Petersburg Indian  
Association Tribal Council to be held January, 6th 2020. 
Voting will take place at the John Hanson Hall, from  
8am‐7pm on Election Day. 
The following seats will be up for elec�on: 
  Council Chair (President): 1 – One Year Term  
  Council Member: 3 – Two Year Term  
  Council Member: 1 – One Year Term 
  JOM Parent Commi�ee Member: 2 – Two Year Term 

Declara�ons of candidacy will officially close on December 
30, 2019 at 3:00pm. 

Any eligible Tribal Members wishing to run as a write‐in 
candidate must submit a le�er of intent by 3:00pm on  
January 2, 2020. 

A complete list of candidates will be posted January 3, 
2020 on piatribal.org, PIA’s Facebook page, and announced 
on KFSK radio. 

For declara�on of candidacy or le�er 
of intent forms, an absentee ballot, 
ques�ons or to enroll with PIA, please 
contact Tina Kerr at the PIA office at 772‐3636 or by email at 
piaelec�on@piatribal.org.
Published: December 5, 12, 19, and 26, 2019 & January 2, 2020


