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Petersburg sets daily snowfall record as Arctic air dumps 15 inches

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot writer

Petersburg set a daily snow-
fall record Monday with 7.8
inches, but the early snowfall ap-

pears to be an outlier from expec-
tations of a drier and colder win-
ter to come, according to the
National Weather Service in
Juneau.

The snowstorm continued

through Tuesday, accumulating
15 inches of snow across the two
days.

No flights landed at the air-
port on Tuesday, and roads in
town were somewhat treacher-
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Columbia passengers walking up to the Petersburg ferry terminal in the early hours of Wednesday,
Dec. 10, a crucial ferry stop for those who ended up stranded by flight cancellations this week which
would not have been possible without the Coast Guard approving an extension for the Columbia.

Columbia back at
work until Dec. 17
to cover for Kennicott

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel

The Alaska Marine Highway System has
put the Columbia back to work through Dec.
17 to cover for the Kennicott, which is de-
layed leaving a Puget Sound shipyard.

The Kennicott was scheduled to start run-
ning the first week of December between
Bellingham, Washington, and Southeast
Alaska, but the state reported last month
that the ship would be delayed two weeks
coming out of the shipyard where it has
been for a new generator and other repairs.

The Kennicott is now scheduled to leave
Ketchikan on Wednesday, Dec. 17, for
Bellingham, to start its regular weekly run
to Southeast on Friday, Dec. 19.

The Alaska Marine Highway System was
able last week to obtain U.S. Coast Guard
approval to run the Columbia a little longer
before its winter overhaul, so as to avoid the
loss of mainline ferry service through South-
east.

ous until snow abated and plow-
ing caught up by Wednesday
morning.

Tuesday would have been a
snowfall record too, if not for the
9.9 inches that fell on Dec. 9 back
in 1946, explained Jeff Garmon,
Meteorologist in Charge at the
Juneau Weather Service. That fa-
mous 1946 storm started in early
December and kept snowing
until 3 or 4 feet accumulated, and
Petersburg hasn’t seen the likes
of that early-winter snowfall
since. It remains “the one that I
think most folks would talk
about stories passed on
through family ... of bigger
storms back in the 20th century,”
Garmon said.

This week’s storm - powered
by what Garmon called an “arc-
tic air mass” - set daily snowfall
records all across the region.
Juneau broke records, and
Wrangell reported approxi-
mately 18 inches across Monday

and Tuesday.

The heaviest precipitation in
Petersburg fell Monday night
into Tuesday. Initially, forecast-
ers expected the heaviest band to
set up south of Petersburg, but it
shifted northward during the
day Tuesday and dumped more
snow than expected.

Mercifully, the Alaska Marine
Highway System adjusted its
schedule last week to bring the
F/V Columbia into Petersburg
on Dec. 10. The ferry came in the
early hours of Wednesday,
loaded with passengers affected
by canceled flights who arrived
home to a ferry terminal thick
with walk-on passengers and ve-
hicles navigating the accumu-
lated snow.

Garmon warned that resi-
dents should watch for another
band of snow this weekend. The
next system is expected to move
through Saturday night into

Continued on page 16

Burger Bank to distribute moose
meat to community this weekend

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot writer

The Petersburg Rotary Club will distribute over 200 pounds of
moose burger to the community on Saturday morning, through a
unique local program that turns hunting violations into a food se-

curity resource.

Petersburg’s Moose Burger Bank, now in its eighth year,

P
A glimpse inside the iconic lounge of the F/V
Columbia.
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“The U.S. Coast Guard completed the Co-

processes meat from illegally harvested moose and distributes it
to local nonprofits and community organizations and, when sup-
plies allow, directly to community members.

A public distribution will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday out-
side the former location of Coastal Cold Storage at 306 North
Nordic Drive.

“It’s first come, first served, and you must be there to pick up,”
said Desi Burrell, who helps coordinate the program through the
Rotary Club. “You can’t pick up for other households.”

Those who show up can receive two 2-pound packages of
ground moose meat — with enough available for approximately
40 to 50 families.

The burger bank program takes moose that are illegally har-
vested during Petersburg’s fall hunting season and processes
them entirely into burger meat at a commercial facility. Hunters
who mistakenly take an illegal moose pay the processing costs
and that value is applied to reduce their court fines.

“It’s not necessarily waived, but in lieu of,” Burrell explained.
“They can bring their receipt to the court and have that taken off
whatever fine was imposed.”

The Rotary Club sponsors the program and covers processing
costs in rare cases where hunters don’t pay. In the program’s
eight-year history, that’s happened only once.

The local businesses who
contribute services to the pro-

lumbia’s certificate of inspection on Monday
and Tuesday (Dec. 1-2) and approved our
extension ... so the vessel can cover the Ken-
nicott runs,” Danielle Tessen, communica-
tions manager for the Alaska Department of

Continued on page 4

gram are Tonka Seafoods, Pe-
tersburg Community Cold
Storage, Hammer & Wikan,
and Petersburg IGA.

This year saw notably fewer

Continued on page 3
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moose burger in 2024.

Photo courtesy of Desi Burrell
Burger Bank originator Steve Burrell, State Wildlife Trooper Sgt. Cody
Litster, and Petersburg Police Chief James Kerr smile while delivering

Mol aE=c
GRA Masquerade

2026

Hosted by American Legion Post 14
Escape the winter chill and step into an evening of sparkle at

the 3rd Annual Petersburg Ball
Saturday, Feb. 7th ¢ 7:30pm
The Moose Lodge

Enjoy music by Bigmex, dancing, door prizes,
and food by Fire Bistro.

21+ ¢ $75 ¢ Cash-only bar
A perfect mid-winter night to dress up,
unwind, and celebrate!

‘ 2 TONGASS

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Silent Auction

through December

Proceeds will go to Humanity in Progress
to fight food and housing insecurities.

Tongass Federal Credit Union
is offering a matching
donation up to $500.

Accepting bids through
Christmas Eve at Tongass Branch
or by phone (907) 228-8676.

We are auctioning

a dog sled crafted in
Wasilla Alaska and can
be viewed

/ the window

Y /'-’ exall Drug Store.

Photo courtesy of Desi Burrell

Burger Bank moose meat being delivered to the elementary school cafeteria in 2023.

Continued from page 1

illegal harvests across the entire
game management area, which
includes Petersburg, Wrangell
and Kake. Only seven moose
were taken illegally, with four
of those coming through Pe-
tersburg’s processing system.

“I think [hunters] are being
more mindful and careful,”
Burrell said, noting this was
particularly encouraging given
record-high legal harvest num-
bers this season.

From those four illegal
moose, 1,000 pounds of moose
burger was processed this year.
For comparison, in 2023, the
Burger Bank handled 2,200
pounds of meat from illegal
harvests and opted to send
around 700 pounds of moose
burger to Wrangell in the wake
of the tragic landslide.

The bulk of processed
moose burger goes to Peters-
burg organizations that pro-
vide community meals and
food assistance. Regular recipi-
ents include Petersburg Indian
Association, the Petersburg
School District, First Baptist
Church’s Wednesday night
meal, the Monday night meals
at Narrows Inn, Humanity in
Progress, Petersburg Children’s
Center, Mountain View Manor,
and the Salvation Army food
bank.

The decision to process all
meat into burger serves multi-
ple practical purposes.

“Most people can eat
burger,” Burrell said. “Easy to
prepare, easy to store. It's not
too tough...”

“We've tried different sizes
over the years to see what
worked,” Burrell said. “Two-
pound packs seem to work the
best.”

The Moose Burger Bank
began in 2017; the idea origi-
nated with Burrell’s husband
Steve then Desi secured the
necessary permissions from the
Alaska Department of Public

Safety to implement the pro-
gram.

The program appears to be
unique in Southeast Alaska.

“The old days here, the
troopers would bring a quarter
to [Petersburg Indian Associa-
tion] and say, ‘Give it to an
elder,” or they knew different
organizations, and then they
had to process it and take care
of it themselves,” Burrell re-
membered.

For this Saturday’s distribu-

tion, Burrell expects the process
to move quickly once it begins
at 10 a.m. sharp.

“It usually is fast and furi-
ous,” she said. “We're just
handing out bags.”

For families not able to at-
tend Saturday’s distribution in
person, Burrell noted that
many of the regular recipient
organizations may have moose
burger available through their
meal programs and food assis-
tance services.

Rob and Colleen Schwartz
invite you to

"JULEBUKKING
t
DE SHSGA Hus

“THE ICE HOUSE”

Bed & Breakfast
225 South Nordic
Thursday, December 18

@)\10:00am - 1:00pm

« Computer Diagnostics

ROCKY'S
M A RINET
772-3949

Winter is a good time
to fix, replace & tune-up

» Powerhead and Lower Unit Rebuilding

« Straightening Prop Shafts

« Fuel injector Test & Service

» Outboard Jet Rebuilding & Tuning
« Installation of Garmin Electronics

Schedule your appointment today.

www.rockysmarine.com
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Changes to the Petersburg Borough budget include $11K for ball field repairs

By OLIVIA ROSE
KFSK Radio

The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly approved a handful of
changes to the borough’s
budget earlier this month, in-
cluding spending $11,000 to re-
pair damage at the town’s ball
field.

An intense wind storm in
September caused one dugout
to completely collapse and the
adjacent structure covering the
bleachers to lean significantly.

At the Dec. 1 Borough As-
sembly meeting, Little League
President Becky Turland said
the ball field is important to
many in the community.

“Little League uses the ball
fields. The school uses the ball
fields for playing ball. They also
go up there and do a lot of dif-
ferent activities up there. Youth
serving organizations do it. We
have our community softball
league that goes up there. So it
is used really heavily by our
community throughout the
year,” said Turland.

Little League maintains the
facility. However, Turland said
its insurance won’t cover re-
pairs because the damage was
caused by a storm, not by Little
League.

The borough owns the facil-

ity but doesn’t insure it. When
Assembly Member James
Valentine asked why, Borough
Manager Steve Giesbrecht said
the borough doesn’t insure fa-
cilities without much “intrinsic
value.”

“Long time ago, we made a
decision to not insure those be-
cause we end up paying more
in insurance than we would ac-
tually get back,” Giesbrecht
said. “This is the first time in 15
years I've been here that we've
had actually, you know, some-
thing like this happen at the ball
field.”

But Giesbrecht noted the
borough will get a quote to see
if the repair expense is actually
less than what insuring the fa-
cility would’ve cost.

“This may be one of those
things [where] we just got un-
lucky, and $11,000 is likely a lot
less of a cost than if we would
have been paying insurance on
it for the last 15 years,” he con-
tinued. “We don’t know that
yet. We'll get a quote.”

Other adjustments to the
borough’s overall budget shift
funds, account for additional
revenue, and increase the
budget for capital projects and
wastewater system repairs.

The largest change to the
budget adds $195,000 in ex-

ONE STOP.SHOPPING AT
SING LEE ALLEY BOOKS & GIFTS

-

Photo courtesy of Olivia Rose/KFSK

A dugout lies collapsed at Petersburg’s Mort Fryer Sports Complex on Sept. 27, 2025, after a wind storm
blew it down the previous afternoon. The Petersburg Borough is increasing the parks and recreation de-
partment’s budget to pay for repairs at the ball field.

penses to replace street lights
downtown; cash for the project
is already reserved, according
to the borough.

In October, the Assembly ac-
cepted $78,000 from Petersburg
Indian Association to help fund
the borough’s project to replace
deteriorated breakwaters at Ba-
nana Point, on the southern tip
of Mitkof Island. One of the
budget adjustments accounts
for that revenue increase.

A wastewater outfall pipe in

Frederick Sound needs to be re-
paired. The diffuser fell off
sometime in the past two
decades, according to depart-
ment officials. The borough is
budgeting $66,000 for engineer-
ing expenses. During the As-
sembly’s initial reading of the
budget ordinance last month,
Giesbrecht said that would give
the borough an estimate for
how much the repairs will cost.

The wastewater budget also
increased by $25,000 to replace

part of a pump station and fix
the failed part to have as a
backup.

Finally, $16,000 left over
from the Electric Auto Meter
Reading Capital Project will be
transferred to a different electric
project, the Electric Grid Re-
siliency Project.

The Borough Assembly ap-
proved the overall budget
changes unanimously.

This story was first published at
http/fwww.kfsk.org and is reprinted
here with permission.

STOREWIDE SALE 10% OFF

THIS FRIDAY, DEC. 12 FROM 4P TO 7P
REFRESHMENTS & CHac_;ﬂ_CH CHOCOLATES SERVED

v F

LEE ALLEY

EXTENDED HOURS STARTING: BOOKS & GIFTS!

Wednesday, Dec. 17-19 9:30a till 7p
Mon., Dec. 22 & Tue. Dec. 23 9:30a till 7p

=
772-4440 * FIND US ON FACEBOOK

= ,

2 JOIN US TO SHARE IN SONGS OF THE SEASON

A - PEFORMED BY FELLOW COMMUNITY MEMBERS
5 AR T
PRACTICED MUSICIANS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE PROGRAM BY REACHING OUT TO

NICOLE MCMURREN NO LATER THAN DECEMBER |8TH AT 907-5|8-4223
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Police report

December 3 - An officer conducted a welfare
check on Mitkof Hwy.

It was reported that a vehicle had knocked over
a movable sign on Dolphin Street.

Officers executed a search warrant on Excel
Street.

Officers responded to an accident involving two
vehicles on Mitkof Hwy.

An officer conducted a welfare check on Skylark
Way.

December 4 - A citizen spoke with Dispatch
concerning a civil issue that was later resolved.

Officers responded and conducted a civil
standby on Excel Street.

An officer responded to a report of possible
fireworks or firearm discharge on Balder Street.
The source could not be located.

A bar check was conducted on Chief John Lott
Street.

An officer responded to a report of possible
gunshot on Queen Street. The source could not be
located.

December 5 - An officer conducted additional
patrols on N 7th Street.

Officers responded to a trespassing issue on
Excel Street.

Officers responded to a parking complaint on S
3rd Street. The issue was resolved.

A bar check was conducted on Chief John Lott
Street.

Officers assisted a citizen on Lumber Street.

A purse was found and brought to the Police
Department (PD). It was returned to the owner.

December 6 - Lost property was reported.

Trespassing was reported on Birch Street.

Officers responded to a report of an unusual
noise on Gjoa Street. The source could not be
located.

Officers responded to a report on Cabin Creek
Road. There was no criminal activity, but officers
advised citizens regarding the harvest area of dead
timber.

Warnings were issued on S Nordic Drive
concerning headlight and license requirements.

December 7 - An officer responded to an alarm

activation on N Nordic Drive. It was determined
to be an inadvertent activation during
maintenance.

Officers responded to a report of suspicious
activity on Harbor Way. It was determined to be
unfounded.

A welfare check was conducted on Skylark
Way.

Papers were served on Mitkof Hwy.

Officers assisted with an inoperable vehicle on
Butterfly Lane.

December 8 - An officer conducted additional
patrols Downtown.

Dispatch assisted an individual with an issue
that was determined to be unfounded.

A lost dog was returned to its owner on Fram
Street.

Suspicious activity was reported on Excel Street.
It was determined to be non-criminal.

A warning was issued on Queen Street for
improper driving.

Suspicious activity was reported on Birch Street.
It was determined to be non-criminal.

December 9 - An officer conducted a welfare
check at South Harbor.

An officer provided lockout assistance on
Nordic Drive.

Officers responded to a report of trespassing on
N 1st Street and escorted the individual off the
property.

It has been reported that a vehicle was stuck in
a ditch due to snow on Woodrow Wilson Drive. It
will be removed once the road is plowed.

Dispatch spoke with a complainant. The issue
was determined to be unfounded.

It was reported that a vehicle was stuck in the
snow. Passersby assisted in moving the vehicle
while speaking with Dispatch.

An officer assisted Emergency Medical Services
(EMS) on Kiseno Street.

A third party reported that a vehicle was
disabled on Libby Strait. The owner called to
explain that the vehicle would be moved shortly.

An officer assisted with a vehicle stuck in the
snow on N Nordic Drive.
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HARDWARE

Milwaukee Dont Forget!
[ ]
Deal! Mens Night
Buy any M18 Tool Only Product Friday, Dec. 19th
And Get A Free . 4pm-7pm
M18 2.0 AH Battery
wimmes | OB% Off &% | fopep e o
Imited {0 StoCK On han ere.
Vortex Bushnell CCI Ammunitio
Stonerun H20 Waterproof 10mm Auto 200g,
4-12x44 Scope 10x42 Binocular 9mm Blazer 115¢r,
Reg. 149 Reg’89%* o 221 R mini Mag 40gr,

599%.

Goodcook Carstens Fishoholic
17x11 Non-Stick < You e Throws i Sweatshirts,
Cookie Sheet Z Cho‘c Gnomes or ? A T-Shirts,

or Aztec FE, oS W || Beanies &

9x5 Non-Stick y 54"x68" == W || Mugs

Loaf Pan Reg.*29% = = Reg 21%- *45%
Reg $1199 $1399 | ==

Channellock P Channellock Channellock
Heavy Duty =~ Portable Work Light | Heavy Duty
! | Reg.*99% Rivet Tool
Reg.’31%

569%.

NEBO THAW Stickers

Glow Stainless Steel Hand Warmers &

Glow Tumbler Foot Warmers -
Handle Light 2pk 3 Northwest

/ | Tons of Stickers
Req. $219 .
©9 = to Choose from
Great For Stocking Stuffers

g 22 9 $1 79/EA. $1 9 Reg. 3

Doit Hours: Monday -Saturday 8am-5:30pm, Sunday 8:30am-5:30pm. )
BeSt 772-4811 o Fax 772-3642 e Prices Effective: Dec. 11 - Dec. 24

Sales are in retail quantities only. Limit rights reserved.

Reg.30%
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Strong finish propels PHS Wrestling into Region V Championships

By AIDEN LUHR
Pilot writer

In their final tournament
before regionals, the Petersburg
High School Wrestling team had
an opportunity to finish the
regular season at Wrangell's Tom
Sims Invitational on a high with
momentum heading into
regionals — and they did just
that. The team put out their best
performance of the season, said
head coach James Valentine.

Coach Valentine praised the
growth they showed in the meet
and to get to this point despite
having a younger team.

“Overall, I thought this was a
great weekend for wrestling and
growth and hopefully an
indication of what region seeding
will be for this coming weekend,”
Valentine said.

All the stuff that coach
Valentine and Tyler Thain have
been telling this young squad all
season, is now becoming habitual
and that’s what excites them the
most.

“You want the moves to be a
reaction and we felt that the
reaction was there and we
weren't afraid to take our shots,
pick our moments, and, [even]
through loss, it was really good
how we mentally handled it,”
Valentine said. “Me and coach
Thain, we focus on effort and
outcome and right now, we're
seeing a lot of effort.”

There were multiple Viking’s
that had breakthrough moments
at the Tom Sims Invitational,
with one of them being junior
Fyscher Humphrey. Humphrey
put out her best meet of the
season. It was her second match
against a girl from Craig and

Photo courtesy of Jonathon Dawe / Wrangell Sentinel

Viking wrestler Tanner Caulum and Wrangell’s Jackson Carney battled it out in their finals match on Saturday, Dec. 6. The match was hard
fought. Caulum was the first person to put Carney on his back in two years. In the end Carney won, marking his 100th high school wrestling win.

everything just clicked.

“I got on the mat and I realized
I can beat this girl, I have her
and from then on I just got
aggressive and remembered what
I needed to do,” Humphreys
said. “Staying aggressive and
keeping the mindset that I know
I can win that match.”

Humphreys went 2-2 in the
132G weight class (up from 126G
in the beginning of the season)
at the Tom Sims Invitational,
making it to the finals for her
first time. Humphreys faced
Ketchikan’s Meg Thompson.

“Going into finals was
definitely scary because I had
never been to finals and the match
itself was not a great match so

that was embarrassing but other
than that, I was proud that I did
what I could,” Humphreys said.

Humphrey finished second
in her weight class.

Four Vikings made it to finals
at the Tom Sims Invitational
such as Edgar Olsen, Eli
Anderson (first place in weight
class), Humphrey and junior
Tanner Caulum.

Caulum went 3-1 during the
tournament.

“Keeping the pressure on -
move after move after move
until you get what you want,
which is a win,” Caulum said,
reflecting on his three victories.

Last season, Caulum didn’t
wrestle due to a broken toe. This

Quality care,
close to home

PMC: 907-772-4291

Clinic: 907-772-4299

Petersburg
MEDICAL CENTER

year, he went from missing a
season to competing in the 145
weight bracket, against arguably
the number one wrestler in the
state, Wrangell's Jackson Carney.

Caulum met Carney in the
finals.

“He was out of position and
I did a reversal and then caught
him in the head and arm and
by the end of the match, it was
nine to 15, but to my knowledge,
I was the first person to put
Jackson Carney on his back and
hold him there for as long as I
did,” Caulum added.

It was two years since Carney

had been put on his back.

“It gave Tanner a lot of
confidence. Jackson caught up
and he started clapping and was
like “Yep. That was good,””
Valentine said.

Regions will be this weekend,
in Mt. Edgecumbe, from Dec.
12-13, in Sitka.

“The ultimate goal is to take
first but Jackon Carney, he’s a
good wrestler and I'm gonna
do my best not to give him
anything, wrestle my hardest
and support the team,” said
Caulum.

PETERSBURG,
FIBER INTERNET IS HERE!

Switching service is disruption-free!

Lightning fast download

speeds - up to 2.5Gb/second!

Unlimited data available

Options for no required
phone line

Local customer service

Find out if your
home is ready for
fiber internet.

Call us at
800.478.7785

for Trailers/Boats/Vehi

* Open Storage

* Containers €~
Available (Dry)®,

Call

SLAND&

REFRIGERATION}
n

907-772-3310

fl 2N

www.islandref.com

or visit the office in Petersburg located
at 908 S. Nordic (Alaska Commercial Electronics building)

Gas
station

Common
Grounds |

PCE

) 'N'é{d'!ﬂ?‘."‘.‘._": E——
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We will
HELP you

By AIDEN LUHR
Pilot writer

Last season, the Petersburg

High School Vikings fell just
bUy or Se" short of a state berth, losing to
YOUI' home. the Metlakatla Chiefs. Despite

the loss, throughout the season,
the team was able to improve
deploying their motion offense,
despite the struggles for the
majority of the season. This year,
the team hopes to be able to
limit mistakes from the get go
when running their offense.

(’HRISTMAs IS ON THE WAY..
SKEIGH THE DAY

WITH CREAT TECH GIFTS[

Homeport
Electronics, I,nc

. Anchored in Petersburg M

that special someone...
\ \ / / MASSAGE TREATMENTS

AVAILABLE:
45 MINUTES BACK & NECK ....... $60.00
‘ *ﬁ 1 HOUR TREATMENT .................. $70.00
4 \ . "= 1 1/2 HOUR TREATMENT .......... $100.00
; 1/2 HOUR FOOT TREATMENT .... $35.00
/ l . Great Stocking Stuffers!

Gift Certificates can be purchased at
Sing Lee Alley Books or call Nance Zaic 772-4180

“ Insurance can be confusing —let us make it simple.

At our office, you'll find clear answers, honest guidance,
and competitive prices. Stop in or give us a call for

the information
and support
you need to
feel confident
about your
coverage.”

Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225
WWW.p-Wins.com
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833

Sons of Norway

Members and their Family

Julebukking & Julebord
Christmas Potluck Dinner
& Santa v151t

Dinner served
at 6pm

Pork Roast with
cranberries &
potatoes served
Bring side dish
or dessert

“For a lot of those guys last
year, it was their first varsity
experience of having extended
minutes - I'm hoping that
experience carries over into this
season,” head coach Rick Brock
said. “The guys have put a lot
of work in before the season
started, so the hope is we're
more comfortable just playing
basketball.”

Senior post Aiden Knudsen
made strides last season in his
development, becoming a key
cog and a reliable outlet for the
team. This season, Knudsen is
poised to hit the ground running.

“I think I've really grown as
a player over the offseason. The
whole team took big strides. I
also think that my [offensive]
load won’t get much bigger
because everyone around me
getting better will not just help
me score more but also help me
dish out the ball, which I think
is another one of my strengths,”
Knudsen said.

The Vikings have only had a
handful of practices so far but
the optimism is high for the
team heading into the new
season.

“We're just on the basics right
now but I think with a really
good team, which I think we
have this year, the basics will
take us very far,” Knudsen said.

This iteration of the Vikings
has some differences compared
to previous years with the
coaching staff hoping the roster
will be a little bit deeper this
season.

“1 like our overall team speed

so we have the potential to play
a little quicker but that boils
down to how well we play
offensively and if we can control
the boards,” Brock said.

Opposing teams last season
would constantly full court press
the Viking’s offense, resulting
in turnovers and easy fast break
opportunities for the opposition.
This year, the Vikings are looking
to make better decisions with
the ball.

Taking care of the ball starts
with the team’s point guard,
senior Noah Pawuk, who last
season, was a first time starter.
Now, with experience under his
belt, he’s hoping to improve his

playmaking.
“Handling the ball and
playing against pressure,

especially when you have the
ball in your hands for most of
the game - it takes a lot of time
getting comfortable to play at a
pace and making the right
decision at times and at this
point, I feel pretty comfortable
in that role,” Pawuk said.

Staying composed under
pressure will be key for the
team’s success this year.

“That composure aspect is
very important for not only
myself for being one of the main
ball handlers but the team as a
whole - slowing down and
playing within ourselves,”
Pawuk said.

The team’s chemistry is in a
good spot to start the season.

“As a team, we've been really
coordinated. At camp, at the
beginning of the summer, we

PSG Boys Varsity Basketball seeks state berth in 2025-26 season

played really well and continued
to get comfortable with each
other,” senior forward Logan
Tow said.

This is a team that feels like
they’re ready to take the next
step in their journey.

“That [Metlakatla] team last
year, they weren’t the same team
the year before. They took a big
step and they were a much better,
more coordinated team. I think
if we can do the same thing,”
we'll be really good,” Tow said.

The Vikings begin their
regular season on the road
against the Craig Panthers, from
Dec. 19-20, in Craig

“We have to be ready to play
and we have some good
experience from last year, they
know what it’s about. Every
weekend counts from now,” said
Brock.

Weekend Community Events
for Vikings Basketball:

12/13 (Sat):

Pulled Pork Dinner:

Pork dinner pick up begins at 4
p-m. until 5:30 p.m.

Presale tickets only, see a player
Tickets are still available

Clinic and Alumni Game:
12/13 (Sat):

Middle School Clinic (12-1 p.m.)
Middle School Scrimmage (1-2

p-m.)

Boys C team Scrimmage (2-3
p-m.)

JV Scrimmage (3-4 p.m.)
Alumni Game (4-5:30 p.m.)

PHS Girls Varsity Basketball prioritizing
physicality and consistency for upcoming season

By AIDEN LUHR
Pilot writer

regarding her experience at team camp.

The

Vikings

ran multiple defensive

Heading into the 2025-26 season, the
Petersburg High School Girls Varsity Basketball
team will be looking to dictate the pace of their
opponents and not the other way around. Too
many times last season, the Vikings would get
off to slow starts, in part because teams just took
the fight to them.

“Sometimes we would take the floor and it
took us a little while to get in the flow of things
because other teams would come out and be
physical right of the get go and we weren't
ready to respond to it,” head coach Matt Pawuk
said. “I think by us going harder at each other,
being more physical in practice this year - we’ll
be able to respond more quickly to the pace of
the game.”

“I feel like sometimes we go out nervous or
scared, so going out and playing hard and just
knowing your role is what I think we can do to
improve,” senior post and guard Natalee
Bertagnoli said.

An advantage for this year’s squad is the
offensive system is ahead of where it was at this
time last season - a nice mixture of old and new
offensive plays.

“We’ve been running a lot of our plays from
last year and adding new things to that,” senior
guard Rikka Miller said.

The team this year, compared to previous
years, has good speed and size.

“Aurora Wolf has come a long way. She
played really well at team camp last year and I
think having that post presence will be really
important for us this year,” Pawuk said.

“We would be playing at least three games a
day and it was very draining but it is very
rewarding in the end. [Team camp] teaches you
how to kind of persevere when you're
exhausted,” senior post Aurora Wolf said

coverages last season and the plan is to do that
again.

“If we’ve got a team that maybe isn’t as good
shooting from the outside but has a really strong
post presence, then I could see us go to a zone
and pack the paint,” Pawuk said.

Coach Pawuk sees added benefits in tailoring
defensive coverages to opponents.

“It forces the other team to gameplan - I
don’t want to be predictable defensively or
offensively,” Pawuk said. “To be able to start at
a higher level this year with our knowledge of
the offense, plays and reads of the defense.”

A full 16 game conference slate this season
begins with the Craig Panthers, a team the
Vikings have tons of familiarity with and a team
the Vikings know likes to push the tempo any
chance they get - making conditioning a vital
component for this matchup.

“We’ve been doing a lot of conditioning
which is hard at the beginning but it gets easier.
Craig is a well-conditioned team, so it should be
a fun matchup,” Wolf said.

The Panthers will be an early season test to
see if the Vikings have gotten better at handling
pressure and physicality of opponents.

“We know they’re going to be very physical
and pressure the basketball. We've been able to
keep that in mind last week and so far this
week,” Pawuk said.

If the Vikings want to accomplish their goals
this season, they know they have to find
consistency in playing home and away games,
something they're striving for.

“Work as a team and work hard and just see
where it takes us. Playing good at home but also
away,” said Bertagnoli.

The Vikings will host the Panthers, from Dec.
19-20, in Petersburg in the first of the 16
conference game slate this season.
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Coloring Contest

& Name: Age: Phone:

Enter to win great prizes:

1) No purchase necessary to enter. 2) Open to children ages 5-10. 3) Entry must be on original Pilot newsprint, no copies allowed,
one entry per child. 4) Pictures may be colored with crayons, markers or colored pencils. 5) Entries will not be returned. All entries
become property of this newspaper and may be used accordingly. 6) Decision of judges is final. 7) Drop off entries by 5 pm on
Friday, December 19 at the Pilot during regular business hours or mail to: Petersburg Pilot, Box 930, Petersburg, AK 99833.

8) Winners will be announced in the December 25th edition of the Pilot and displayed in the store for one week.

— Sponsored by Petersburg Pilot —
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Obituary

Donald Dean Anderson 81

Donald Dean Anderson was
born on March 7, 1944, in
Miami, a classic western boom-
town in the heart of Arizona’s
Copper Corridor, to Earnest
and Nellie Anderson. The
family soon moved to California
where Don and his older
brothers, Bob and Vernon, grew
up in the Central Valley and
Sierra Foothills.

After graduating from Morro
Bay High School in 1962, Don
enlisted in the U.S. Navy. He
served in engine room #2,
aboard the USS Alamo, LSD 33.
He met and fell in love with D.
Charlene Bass and they were
married on August 7, 1965, in
San Luis Obispo, California.

After his discharge in August
1966, Don and Charlene settled
in San Jose, California, where
their two sons, Christopher and
David, were born. Seeking a
new challenge, the family
moved to Pocatello, Idaho, in
the spring of 1977, where Don
enjoyed working as the sole
machinery mechanic at the
Rowland’s Dairy processing
plant.

Life in Idaho suited Don well.
Winter weekends found the

at Petersburg School District

BREAKFAST IS AVAILABLE
K-5 AT 7:45am / 6-12 AT 8:50am

Monday, Dec 15
Breakfast
WG Breakfast Burrito
Lunch
Tangerine Chicken
WG Rice
Tuesday, Dec 16
Breakfast
Yogurt and WG Granola
Lunch
Chicken Alfredo
WG Noodles
Wednesday, Dec 17
Breakfast
WG Banana Bread
Lunch
WG Moose Chili
Thursday, Dec 18
Breakfast
WG Tony's Breakfast Pizza
Lunch
Farragut Farm Baked Potato
Bar w/ WG Roll
Friday, Dec 19
Breakfast
WG Cereal
Lunch
WG Chicken Fried Rice

Don’t like Lunch Menu?2
Try the Salad Bar
All Meals Served with Milk
Breakfast Served with
Fresh Fruit and Juice
*WG = Whole Grain
= ALASKA

£ =MARINE LINES
+ 772-4234 -

K - 800-950-4265 /

. o ’
Donald Dean Anderson

family on the ski slopes at
Pebble Creek, Targhee, Sun
Valley, Jackson Hole or Big Sky.
The summers beckoned them to
the mountains for camping and
fishing. They discovered the
thrill of white water rafting and
made eight trips on the middle
Fork of the Salmon River. In
1994, Don scored a coveted
Colorado River permit and,
accompanied by friends, he and
Charlene embarked on their
ultimate river trip and, although
Don was pitched out of the boat
once, he never flipped the boat.

In 1992, they began making
annual fishing trips to
Petersburg, Alaska, which led to
a job offer in 2001. Always up
for an adventure, Don and
Charlene sold their house,
packed as much as possible in
the back of their Dodge truck
and headed north for a part-
time job managing Petersburg’s
Scandia House Hotel. It soon
became a year-round job that
lasted until Don’s retirement in
2010 when they bought an off-
grid cabin in Keene Channel.

The cabin was weather tight
and sound, but unfinished
inside. Don’s first project was to
build 54 stairs up to the cabin
before tackling the interior.
Once the interior was settled, he
enclosed a side porch, built a
storage shed at the bottom of
the stairs and was always
planning further
improvements. Don loved
sharing the cabin with family
and friends, driving the boat
and getting everyone’s fishing
lines rigged up. Many fresh
seafood meals were shared at
their table.

Each fall Don and Charlene
would head south on the ferry
for a good visit with family and
friends in Pocatello, but as soon
as the snow started, they’d load
up their camper to head for
their favorite spots in California
and Arizona where they
enjoyed meeting other Snow
Birds from around the country.

In 2023, Don’s dementia
forced the painful decision to
leave the off-grid life and say
goodbye to their wonderful
friends in Petersburg for a much
easier lifestyle in Pocatello.

Don passed away on
December 1, 2025. He was
preceded in death by his son
David; parents, Earnest and
Nellie; and brothers, Bob and
Vernon.

He is survived by his wife,
Charlene; son, Chris (Cherro);
sister-in-law, Nancy Anderson;
nieces, Patti Graff and Wendy
Anderson; nephews, Anthony
Anderson, Brian Anderson.

Obituary: Paula Jeanne McCormick, 1934 - 2025

Paula Jeanne McCormick
was born on October 10, 1934,
in San Francisco, California, and
passed away on November 23,
2025, in Anchorage, Alaska, at

the age of 91.
She was the beloved
daughter of Paul Raymond

Siberts and Lucella Belle
Siberts (née Weaver). Paula is
survived by her daughters, Debi
(George) Cole and Shelly
(James) Mabry, and sons, John

leaves numerous nieces,

Kadyn Lewis.

Paula Jeanne McCormick

(Mary Lou) McCormick and Timothy (Renee)
McCormick, grandchildren, Tami Lewis, Steve
Lewis, Derek Strickland, Hannah McCormick,
Krystal Strand and Kearra McCormick. She also
nephews, great
grandchildren and great-great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Richard McCormick of Juneau, and sons Robert
Strasser of Seattle, Washington,
Strasser of Surprise, Arizona and great grandson

Michael

Paula met the love of her life, Richard
McCormick while working as a hostess at Mike’s
Place in Douglas. Dick was an educator and
became the Superintendent of the Wrangell

schools. They were married in
Wrangell in December 1972.
The family remained there for
many years where the younger
children were raised and
attended school. She made
many friends and participated
in many community activities.
She was a member of the

Wrangell Elks.
After Dick’s retirement, they
moved several times, to

Whidbey Island for a few years,

to Tucson for two years and eventually back to
Juneau where they remained for nearly 20 years.
After Dick’'s death in 2018, Paula lived with
daughters Debi in Petersburg and Shelly in

Anchorage.
Petersburg.

Her final years were spent in

Paula loved to fish and could catch three
kings to Dick’s one. She particularly enjoyed
playing pinochle and Yahtzee. She was known
far and wide for her deep-fried tacos and her love
of the American Southwest. Her grumpy exterior
hid a deep and abiding love for her family.

A remembrance will be held sometime in the
Spring with internment at the Shrine of St.
Therese in Juneau following.

Caroline

farming

business,

Artifact Archive

This elegant fur coat, made of mink
pelts from local Petersburg fur farms,
belonged

to Petersburg resident
Westerburg (1904 - 1999), the

cashier at the Coliseum Theater during

the 1930s and 40s.
The pelts were shipped to Frederick
&  Nelson, Seattle’s  premier

department store at the time. Their fur
salon was
craftsmanship, reflecting the era’s
glamour.

A hundred years ago fur farming
was a big business in Alaska. Southeast
saw its first fur farm in 1901 and by
1929 there were more than 200 fur
farms throughout Southeast. Demand
for such luxuries began dropping
during the Great Depression of the
1930s and during World War II fur

known for exquisite

was seen as a non-essential
leading to its further decline.

*
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FACILITY MAINTENANCE
JOB OPENING

( A 4
online at silverbayseafoods.com
or call (907) 772-4294 for

more information.

lilver Bay

SEAFOODS

Applicants to apply

Silver Bay Seafoods, Petersburg
P.O. Box 1147 - Petersburg, Alaska 99833
Telephone: 907-772-4294

................ tin11-13b77
The Salty Pantry is looking for
enthusiastic full-time and part-
time people to join our team. Con-
tact Mindy at 907-518-0571 or
stop in the Salty Pantry at 14 Har-
bor Way.

............... tfn10-30b29

What is Jesus doing ?
Am I involved?

PRIVATE
BIBLE
studies |

" Your questions
“Wanswered
| Your choice of location

90742097684

Kowalski

Petersburg Indian Association
has a job opening for an ICWA
Case Worker. This is a permanent,
part-time position that will pay
$30-$35/hr. This position will be
open until filled. The full job de-
scription is available at piatribal.org
or at the PIA front desk.
................. tfn9-11b43
Join the PW Insurance Team!
We are hiring a customer service
representative with the opportunity
to transition to an insurance pro-
ducer if desired. The ideal candi-
date is enthusiastic, detail-oriented,
and willing to learn. We are looking
for someone with customer service
experience and strong communi-
cation skills. If you thrive in fast-
paced environments and enjoy
building relationships, this is the
job for you! Salary DOE, minimum
starting wage $24 per hour. Please
call 907-772-3858 or text 907-

Edward Jones

> edwardjones.com Member SIPC
Working
together

for your
financial future.
Let's talk about

your options.

Craig Kuntz
Financial Advisor

P O Box 2072
Cordova, AK 99

clean happens when
you’re on vacation.
Gift cards available.
Call Tory to schedule
907-518-1829

[ )
°
°
°
°
°
& Your home’s yearly deep
| ]
]
| ]
| ]
| ]
| ]

802-5366 for more information
or visit www.p-wins.com/job-
posting to apply.
................ tfn5-15b84
Wanted: boat/crew to harvest
outside southeast black cod.
907-738-1439
.................. tfn5-1b9

FOR RENT

Three Bedroom Apartment for

rent. 1,800 per month, all utilities

paid. 907-518-0566
................ tfn12-4b12

FOR SALE

For Sale: Turn-key house & 2.5
acres with water front, southern
exposure, trail system, dock ac-
cess, in Kupreanof across from
Petersburg.  $395,000.  Call
907.518.4047
................ tfnl1-13b24

KEN’S PAINTING:
Interior/Exterior Painting &
Power Washing
at an affordable price

| 772-2010 or 772-2028

MISCELLANEOUS

Newsprint Roll Ends - good for
packing, table coverings, art-
work. Pay by the pound. Avail-
able at Petersburg Pilot, 207 N.
Nordic Drive.
................. 1x12-11dh

ALASKA

FI1BRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy.

772-2173

Become a Subscriber - Call
772-9393 to have the Petersburg
Pilot delivered to your mailbox
each Thursday.
................. 1x12-11dh

NOTICES

Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

Classifieds
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Openings

The Petersburg Borough is accepting a
for the following positions:

* Police Officer:
$34.33/hour

12-hour rotating shifts
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift

* Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor:

$20.67/hour

On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided
Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year.

Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift

* Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer:
$26.81/hour - 12-hour shifts:

Training Provided, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year.

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

¢ Health Insurance ¢ Dental Insurance
e Life Insurance * Retirement * Paid Time Off

Full job descriptions and employment applications
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at
https://www.petersburgak.gov.
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,
12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at tiffany.glass@petersburgak.gov
Call Tiffany at 907-772-5404 for more information.

pplications

= $1.25/hour

= $1.25/hour

SCAN THE QR
CODE for more

- Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for: -

There are exciting career opportunitie

CENTER

PETERSBURG MEDICAL

s available at

COoME JOIN OUR

* CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT - ON THE JOB TRAINING

* Paid training at $20.25 per hour
*Wage increase to $22.70 upon State of Alaska certification
« Shift differentials: $2.50 VWWeekends / $3.00 Nights

+« COOK
* Starting wage $21.20 per hour, dependent upon experience
« Shift differentials - $2.50 weekends / $1.75 evenings

Benefits:
e Health Insurance ® Enrollment in State of AK PERS
® PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave

* Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount

& Home Care In

community-

|
|
I
TEAM! |
I
I

|
A
SCAN CODE |
to view position
descriptions & to
apply online
Additional career
opportunities
are listed at
pmcak.org

Experienced, caring, and

focused

Meet our team: Shirley, Ruby, Veronica, Kelsey, and Amber (not pictured)

|
I
|
I
Petersburg i
I
|
I
I

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at

www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5
cnewman@pmc-health.org.

719 or |








