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January 8, 1926 – As it 
happened, it did not require a 
real eruption to start outsiders 
talking about Alaska and her 
prize mountain. No sooner had 
apparition appeared on the 
distant slopes than wires were 
going thick and fast to various 
news associations in the states. 
It required several verbose 
messages to the Associated Press 
to convince that great news 
dispensing organization that the 
mountain had not joined forces 
with Congressman Free to wipe 
the Territory off the map. 

 
January 12, 1951 – Petersburg 

came through splendidly in 
cooperating with the voluntary 
blackout imposed Wednesday 
night to test wartime 
arrangements. There are two 
types of warnings of impending 
danger. The Blue Alert, two one-
minute blasts of the siren, is a 
general alert that requires 
citizens to black out both homes 
and businesses and to stay off 
the streets. It signifies the 
proximity of enemy aircraft. A 
Red Alert, a three-minute blast 
of the siren, means enemy 
aircraft are overhead and 
demands that everything be 
dark and even air raid wardens 
must take cover. It signifies 
enemy attack is imminent. The 
All-Clear signal is three ten-
second blasts. Cheerfully, with 
neither grumbling nor panic, 

most of the townspeople turned 
out lights at 7 p.m. and kept 
them out till the all-clear 
sounded at 7:30. Everyone hopes 
there will never be any need for 
the real thing, but as a matter of 
common sense it is wise to find 
out whether this first 
requirement of wartime would 
work. At a well-atttended Civil 
Defense meeting Monday night, 
Superintendent L.L. Wingard 
spoke of school defense 
preparation. He said that until 
the adults had their program 
functioning he does not believe 
the children should be “stirred 
up” by air raid drills. He 
promised, however, that all 
possible precautions will be 
taken. A Blue Alert would allow 
time for children to reach their 
homes, while a Red Alert would 
require that they take cover at 
school.  

 
January 14, 1976 – City 

councilman Max Worhatch has 
been named to the Small Cities 
Advisory Council (SCAC) of the 
National League of Cities. He 
joins Jim Rolle, councilman from 
Fairbanks, as the only 
representatives from Alaska. The 
SCAC, for cities with 
populations under 50,000, is 
charged with keeping local 
regions’ small towns informed 
on national League of Cities 
issues and keeping the League 
informed of the unique problems 
found in the nation’s smaller 
cities. The SCAC was established 
“as a result of widespread and 
growing concern among smaller 
communities about their ability 
to participate in federal 
programs and their role in the 
national League of Cities,” 
according to the League. 

Worhatch received his 
appointment in a telephone call 
from Washington, D.C., in 
December.  

 
January 4, 2001 – “We let her 

out at about 11:30 on New Year’s 
Eve,” said Fran Jones, referring 
to her 11-year old basset hound 
Maggie. The low-rider canine, 
frightened by fireworks, ran off 
and didn’t come home. “We 
went out looking and calling and 
there were no Magggies. We 
went downtown, where it was 
dead quiet, and figured we’d see 
something, but no Maggies.” 
During nearly a week away from 
home the Jones and many 
volunteers searched high and 
low for her. On Friday morning 
at about 8:30, Glo DeBoer at the 
Harbormaster’s office heard a 
noise coming from underneath 
the NorQuest dock. She didn’t 
give it much thought at first. She 
said she thought the noise was 
sea lions in the throes of passion. 
“It didn’t sound like a dog,” she 
said. At about the same time 
Norquest’s Gene Kawashima 
also heard the noise and called 
fleet manager Joe Greinier out 
onto the dock to listen. “The 
noise was indescribable,” 
Greinier said. “At first it 
sounded like it was coming from 
across north harbor and it had 
an echo chamber sound to it.” 
After listening for a short time 
Greinier walked down the 
harbor ramp and realized the 
sound was coming from right 
under their noses. Greinier said 
that after searching a bit he could 
see Maggie’s head and one paw 
sticking out of a hole in the 
bulkhead. “The dog had walked 

down the catwalk – how ironic,” 
he said. “I told her to hang on 
and that I’d be right back. She 
quit barking after that and didn’t 
make a peep. I think she knew 
she was going to be okay.” He 
and Loni Morin borrowed a skiff 
and went under the dock to free 
Maggie from the hole she was 
wedged in. “She was pretty darn 
weak. I’d venture to say that she 
was walking on the beach as the 
tide was coming in and that she 
got in there and couldn’t get out. 
I couldn’t see her being there 
through a change in tides,” 
Greinier said. He hadn’t heard 
the missing dog reports on 
KFSK, but as he was walking up 
the dock with Maggie after the 
rescue, Kupreanof resident 
Emily Merriam was just pulling 
up to the float. “I asked her if she 
knew whose dog this was. You 
should have seen her. She turned 
around so fast she darn near 
went in the drink,” he said. 
Merriam ushered Greinier and 
the dog into the Harbormaster’s 
office and called the Jones’ to 
report the find. “I was shocked!” 
Fran said. Maggie was wet and 
scared and had lost 5 to 6 
pounds, but this week she’s been 
enjoying the royal treatment 
while she works to get her 
strength back. “She gets to eat 
whatever she wants now,” Jones 
said. After a visit from Dr. Jane, 
Maggie is happy and healthy, 
but she declined to comment on 
her excursion. When asked 
where she was for the five-day 
adventure, she simply wagged 
her tail, laid another heavily-
salivated kiss on Fran and 
cuddled deeper down into her 
bed on the living room floor.  
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ship plans and educational oppor-
tunities. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-13b77 

The Salty Pantry is looking for 
enthusiastic full-time and part-
time people to join our team. Con-
tact Mindy at 907-518-0571 or 
stop in the Salty Pantry at 14 
Harbor Way. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn10-30b29 

Petersburg Indian Association 
has a job opening for an ICWA 
Case Worker. This is a permanent, 
part-time position that will pay 
$30-$35/hr. This position will be 
open until filled. The full job de-
scription is available at 
piatribal.org or at the PIA front 
desk. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-11b43 

Join the PW Insurance Team! 
We are hiring a customer service 
representative with the opportunity 
to transition to an insurance pro-
ducer if desired. The ideal candi-
date is enthusiastic, detail-oriented, 
and willing to learn. We are look-
ing for someone with customer 
service experience and strong 
communication skills. If you thrive 
in fast-paced environments and 

enjoy building relationships, this 
is the job for you! Salary DOE, 
minimum starting wage $24 per 
hour. Please call 907-772-3858 
or text 907-802-5366 for more 
information or visit www.p-
wins.com/job-posting to apply. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-15b84 

Wanted: boat/crew to harvest 
outside southeast black cod.  
907-738-1439 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-1b9 

 
FOR SALE 

 
For Sale: Turn-key house & 2.5 
acres with water front, southern 
exposure, trail system, dock ac-
cess, in Kupreanof across from 
Petersburg. $395,000. Call 
907.518.4047 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-13b24 

 
MISCELLAnEOUS 

 
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing 
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-8dh 

Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens to 
crayons. We’ve got it all. 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-8dh

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Jan 8  8:26a  3:31p     7:05hrs 
Jan 9  8:25a  3:33p     7:08hrs 
Jan 10  8:24a  3:35p     7:10hrs 
Jan 11  8:23a  3:36p     7:13hrs 
Jan 12  8:22a  3:38p     7:15hrs  
Jan 13  8:21a  3:40p     7:18hrs 
Jan 14  8:20a  3:42p    7:21hrs 

          High  Low  Precip    Snow   
12/31  33      24      0.84       2.2
1/1      26       8       T         T
1/2       16      3     T       0.6   
1/3       16       3       T      0.1    
1/4      15      5      0.06     2.4 
1/5      34      15     0.20     4.2  
1/6        36      32   0.37         T
This Week’s Precipitation: 1.47” 
This Week’s Snow: 9.5” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
JANUARY 2026 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.

 8   Thu 
 9       Fri     
10    Sat 
11  Sun 
12 Mon  
13     Tue    
14 Wed            

   4:33 
5:14 
5:58 
6:47 
7:43 
8:44 
9:44 

16.1 
15.6 
15.0 
14.5 
14.2 
14.2 
14.5 

  4:32 
5:25 
6:29 
7:49 
9:18 

10:31 
 11:25 

14.6 
12.9 
11.5 
10.7 
10.7 
11.3 
12.1 

10:41 
 11:37 

.... 
0:23 
1:21 
2:31 
3:42 

3.0 
3.4 

... 
4.2 
5.5 
6.3      
6.5 

10:53 
11:36 
12:39 
1:50 
3:03 
4:07 
4:59 

1.0 
2.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.3 
2.7 
1.8

 

772-4234  •  800-950-4265

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

 
Showings: 

Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  
Sunday @ 4 pm

Concessions available. 
Credit cards accepted.

The Spongebob Movie: 
Search for Squarepants 

1h 28m • Rated PG 

Family/Adventure

Coming Soon:  
David 
Avatar 

Anaconda

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

SUN 1/11     KENNICOTT   08:45 P.M. 
MON   1/19     KENNICOTT  01:45 A.M. 
SUN 1/25     KENNICOTT   08:45 P.M. 
MON   2/2      KENNICOTT  01:00 A.M. 
SUN 2/8       KENNICOTT   08:15 P.M. 

WED  1/14     KENNICOTT   05:00 A.M. 
WED  1/21     KENNICOTT   04:00 A.M. 
WED  1/28     KENNICOTT   03:30 A.M. 
WED  2/4       KENNICOTT   03:30 A.M. 
WED  2/11     KENNICOTT   02:45 A.M.

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

THURSDAY,  January 8 
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 
Wiggle & Giggle: Stories and Playtime:11:00am, Public Library 
Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Holy Cross House 
Petersburg Science Series: The Landfall and Tsunami in Tracy Arm: 
6:30pm, Public Library 

 
FRIDAY,  January 9 

Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church 
Bingo: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY, January 10 
Free Crafting Day: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Church at 2nd and Fram 
Jigsaw Puzzle Competition: 1:00pm, Public Library 
 

SUNDAY, January 11 
Knitting Group - All Welcome: 2:00pm, Mt. View Manor Social Hall 

 
MONDAY, January 12 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Burger Night: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
 

TUESDAY, January 13 
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 
Taco Tuesday: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 

 
WEDNESDAY, January 14 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Rotary Meeting: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 
Free Dinner For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 
 

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 

 call us at 772-9393 or email pilotpub@gmail.com

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT - ON THE JOB TRAINING 
• Paid training at $20.25 per hour 
• Wage increase to $22.70 upon State of Alaska certification 
• Shift differentials: $2.50 Weekends / $3.00 Nights 
 

• COOK 
• Starting wage $21.20 per hour, dependent upon experience 
• Shift differentials - $2.50 weekends / $1.75 evenings 
 
  
 

SCAN CODE 
to view position  
descriptions & to 

apply online 
Additional career 

opportunities  
are listed at 
pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at 
www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance • Enrollment in State of AK PERS 

• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave  
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

Home Care In Petersburg 
Experienced, caring, and 

community-focused 

Meet our team: Shirley, Ruby, Veronica, Kelsey, and Amber (not pictured)

 Job 
Openings

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

BENEFITS INCLUDE:  
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement • Paid Time Off 

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Full job descriptions and employment applications  
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at  

 https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,  
12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at tiffany.glass@petersburgak.gov  

Call Tiffany at 907-772-5404 for more information.

 
 
Police Officer:  •

   $34.33/hour 
12-hour rotating shifts 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour 

 
Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor:     •

   $20.67/hour 
On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided! 
Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour 
 
Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer:  •

   $26.81/hour - 12-hour shifts: 
Training Provided, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year. 
 
Motor Pool Mechanic 1: $28.69/hour OR  •

    Mechanic 2: $34.06/hour 
Title/position is based on skills/experience and department needs. Possession of a 
Class A or B Commercial Driver’s License is preferred; ability to obtain the required 
CDL as soon as possible will be considered.

• Med. 20-30 count @ $135   
•  Large U18@ $145, • Jumbo U13@ $180 

 
P.O. Box 1308 • 1000 S. Nordic Dr. Petersburg, AK 99833 

Phone: (907) 772-4240 •  Fax: (907) 772-4210 

FAS SHRIMP 
AVAILABLE IN  

5 LB PACKAGES

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

Musical Equipment & Lessons 
Accepting used instruments 
for consignment & purchase. 

223 S. Nordic Dr.

907-978-6365

Public Notice 
Petersburg Borough 

Adoption of Ordinance #2025-16 
 

Ordinance # 2025-16:�An Ordinance Amending Chapter 4.04 
of the Municipal Code, Entitled “Purchasing”, to Update Bid 

and Proposal Submission Procedures 
 

Copies of this ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, the US Post 
Office, the City of Kupreanof, the 
Library, and the Municipal Harbor 
office for review during normal 
office hours.   
Published: January 8, 2026 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the





The Petersburg High School 
Girls Varsity began their 
season on the road against the 
Metlakatla Miss Chiefs this 
past weekend. First games of 
the season are interesting 
because sometimes, you don’t 
know what the other team has 
planned and vice versa.  

“In game one, [the Miss 

Chiefs] came out in a 3-2 zone, 
which was a surprise because 
they’ve historically ran a 2-3 
zone,” head coach Matt Pawuk 
said. “[Our] offense admittedly 
against the zone was not very 
effective.” 

It wasn’t just the offense 
that had its struggle in game 
one, it was also the defense 
because for the first time in all 
his years of coaching, coach 
Pawuk changed the principles 
of his man-to-man defensive 
scheme. 

What coach Pawuk wants to 
do is apply added pressure to 
whoever has the ball so the 
opposition can’t dictate the 
pace of the game. In all the 
years prior, he opted to have 
his man-to-man defense more 
conservative. 

“I put my girls in a tough 
position – especially the 
seniors that have had the same 
[defensive] philosophy for 
years,” Pawuk said. 

Pawuk said he made the 
change only a few days before 
the team headed to Metlakatla 
and how seeing the increased 

physicality of teams across 
Southeast over the past few 
years, led him to make the 
change knowing his team also 
needed to bring physical 
defense.  

The Miss Chiefs were able to 
capitalize on their 3-2 zone and 
ran the Lady Vikings out of the 
gym to claim a 59-23 victory in 
game one. With their 3-2 zone, 
the Miss Chiefs forced 17 Lady 
Vikings turnovers off of steals 

Game two followed a 
similar script with the Miss 
Chiefs 33-7 at the end of the 
third quarter. Then in the 
fourth quarter, the Vikings 
outscored the Miss Chiefs 18-
14 in the fourth but it was too 
late as the team lost 47-25. 

“We [coaches] saw some 
things that were encouraging,” 
Pawuk said. 

One of those encouraging 
things was the Vikings only 
had seven turnovers off of 
steals dealing with the Miss 
Chiefs zone defense. 

Eighteen of the Lady 
Vikings 25 points came from 
sophomore forward Lexie 

Tow, who had her best scoring 
game of her career so far. 

“I think I had a better game 
last year but this is definitely 
the best scoring game I’ve 
had,” Tow said. 

“She kinda had her coming 
out party,” Pawuk added. 

Tow said the key to her 
success was relentlessly 
attacking and driving into the 
painted area, which is 
something she’s worked hard 
at since the end of her 
freshman season. 

Last season, the Lady 
Vikings split their road 
Homecoming series against 
rival Wrangell Lady Wolves. In 
order to rebound from an 0-2 
start and get at least a split 
against the Lady Wolves 
during homecoming, the Lady 
Vikings are going to have to 
make strides offensively. 

“We gotta get better at 
playing against and handling a 
zone defense,” said Tow. 

The Lady Vikings will take 
on the Lady Wolves during 
Homecoming weekend, Jan. 
16-17, in Wrangell.  

Lady Vikings drop season opener against Metlakatla Miss Chiefs
 
By AIDEN LUHR  
Pilot writer

Petersburg’s 
volunteer 
ambulance 
crew wants 
YOU 
To the Editor: 

Imagine it’s one a.m. 
Suddenly you’re awakened by a 
call for help. You run to the 
hallway where your loved one is 
on the floor, struggling to 
breathe. You’re not sure what’s 
wrong and you can’t lift them 
on your own. You dial 911. The 
call goes out for an ambulance. 
Pager alarms wake up volunteer 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs) at their homes. They 
jump out of bed, throw on some 
clothes and head to the fire hall. 
Soon, an ambulance arrives at 
your home, lights flashing. The 
EMT’s perform an assessment, 
monitor vitals, provide some 
basic respiratory treatment and 
carefully prepare for transport 
to Petersburg Medical Center. 
Your loved one may need a 
medivac out of town later. That 
will again require an ambulance 
crew to respond. 

What if there are no 
volunteers available when the 
call goes out? They are unable to 
leave work, they’re out of town, 
or they’re responding to another 
call. The fact is that in a borough 
of over 3000 people, there’s just 
a small handful of trained EMTs 
who regularly respond to 
Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) calls. That is why we 
need more people willing to 
step up. I am asking you to 

consider applying. It’s not as 
daunting as you may think. 

A perfect opportunity to join 
EMS has arrived with an entry-
level EMT class starting on 
January 25, in Petersburg. I 
know there are many strong, 
capable, competent folks in this 
town who are driven to help 
others. I see it when good 
Samaritans like you act as first 
responders, rendering aid 
before the ambulance arrives. 
Please, take that drive to the 
next level. Get some training 
and become an EMT with the 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The reward? You will have 
regular opportunities to provide 
an essential service that has a 
visible, immediate, and positive 
impact on individuals in this 
community. You will volunteer 
alongside others who all share 
the same drive to lend a hand 
when a neighbor is in need. 
You’ll get free, professional 
training and certification. You 
might even get a chance to save 
someone’s life. 

I know EMS is not for 
everyone. Understandably, 
some wonder whether they will 
be able to cope with a traumatic, 
life and death situation. We do 
have some dire calls, but 
fortunately these are very few 
and far between. Most calls are 
more routine and often involve 
a quick assessment and safe 
transportation to the hospital 
where a patient can get 
advanced care. More serious 
calls typically draw a much 
larger response and, as a new 
EMT, you will be able to help at 
your comfort level with more 

experienced EMTs taking the 
lead. 

Are you out of town a bunch? 
Got a lot on your plate at work? 
Busy caring for kids? That’s OK. 
You’ll be in good company. 

Being an EMT is not a 
commitment to respond 24/7. 
You can sign up for shifts or just 
carry a pager and respond or 
assist when possible. EMTs can 
be busy fishermen, builders, 
mechanics, hospital staff, Coast 
Guardsmen, law enforcement, 
retirees, biologists, office 
workers, parents, shop owners 
or anyone else who completes 
the class and responds to EMS 
calls. 

Remember, we live on an 
island. In an immediate crisis, all 

we have is each other. 
Petersburg’s EMS is critically 
important to our town, yet we 
are always short of volunteers. 
Make a real difference. Apply 
today! The EMT class runs 
January 25 through March 16, 
three nights each week and on 
Sundays. For more details, email 
ahankins@petersburgak.gov, 
call 907-772-3355 or visit 
joinpvfd.org 

Matt Lichtenstein, EMT 
Petersburg Volunteer  

Fire Department

So far this season, the 
Petersburg Boys Basketball 
team have played all road 
games, six games in total. 
They've won four of their first 
six road games. In game one, the 
Vikings beat the Chiefs 44-26, a 
wire to wire victory.  

“From the beginning of the 
game, I felt like we really tried 
to push the tempo against them. 
I think that might’ve caught 
them a little off guard,” head 
coach Rick Brock said. “We had 
a little bit more confidence than 
they did and we were able to set 
the temp from the beginning.” 

Prior to Metlakatla, the 
Vikings played multiple 4A 
teams in Juneau Douglas and 
Monroe Catholic. The Vikings 
lost to Juneau Douglas 60-50 
and then to Monroe Catholic 43-
36 with turnovers, allowing 
offensive rebounds and fouling 
on defense being the main 
catalysts behind their losses. In 
Metlakatla, the Vikings were 
able to clean up the turnovers 
and allow offensive rebounds 

but the fouling on defense 
remains an issue for the team. 

“We were in foul trouble 
both nights. We’re trying to find 
that balance of being aggressive 
and making the other team take 
tough shots,” Brock said. “We’re 
trying to eliminate the 
unnecessary ones [fouls] – we 
got a little bit better at it but 
we’re still putting ourselves in 
bad spots.” 

In the first game, Logan Tow 
(6), Camden Johnson (6) and 
Aiden Knudsen (11) led the 
team in scoring. Seven different 
Vikings scored a basket in game 
one and six different Vikings 
scored a basket in game two. 
Compared to previous years, 
the Vikings have a lot of depth 
this season. 

“We work really hard on 
trying to share the basketball 
and getting the best shot for 
whoever it is. I think we have 
multiple guys that can put the 
ball in the basket at different 
times in the game and from one 
game to the next,” Brock said.  

In game two, the game was 
tied at 35-35 heading into the 
fourth quarter but then the 

Vikings went on a 14-3 run to 
close the game out and win 58-
50, with senior guard Brayden 
Tucker getting a key steal down 
the stretch and converting the 
steal into an and-one, where he 
made the free throw.  

“I was really just [scanning] 
the court. The other players 
[teammates] definitely helped 
me out trying to get the steal at 
the very end,” Tucker said. “I 
just wanted to close the game 
out. To make sure that we won.”  

One of the six players who 
scored a basket in game two 
was junior guard Ben Kandoll, 
who had two points in game 
two against the Chiefs off the 
bench. 

“I definitely feel more 
comfortable. That’s just from 
knowing the role I have on the 
team that all my teammates are 
going to be around me to help 
me succeed,” Kandoll said.  

After allowing 35 points 
through three quarters, the 
Vikings only allowed 15 in the 
fourth. 

“We’re putting more 
pressure on this year and I think 
we have eight, nine, 10 guys that 

can play so that allows us to 
rotate a little bit more, put a little 
bit more pressure full court,” 
Brock said. 

The leading scorers in game 
two were Noah Pawuk (8), 
Logan Tow (15) and Aiden 
Knudsen (14). 

With the pair of wins the 
Vikings improved to 4-2 on the 
season and 4-0 in conference 
play. They are currently 
undefeated on the road in 
conference.  

“We really are together and 
even when we’re traveling, we 
try to do most things together – 
and get our minds ready for all 
of the traveling,” Tucker said. 

The Varsity squad will 
practice throughout this week in 
preparation for two key road 
games against Wrangell, from 
Jan. 16-17, during Homecoming. 

“We really have a good focus 
right now. We know what we 
want to do each week and I 
think that’s key to our success,” 
said Kandoll. 

 
George Houston Capital City 
Classic All-Tournament Team: 

Vikings: Aiden Knudsen  
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Alaskans this fall will vote for the third time 
whether they prefer open primary elections to 
choose their favorite candidates for Congress, 
governor and the state Legislature. 

For the third time, they will decide how 
much clout political parties should have in de-
ciding which candidates make it past the pri-
mary and onto the general election ballot. 

And for the third time, voters will decide 
whether they like the system that requires a 
candidate to win at least 50% of the vote in the 
general election to get the job, filtering out the 
applicants at the bottom until a winner emerges 
who is acceptable to more than half the elec-
torate. 

Alaskans in 2020 approved a citizens initia-
tive to adopt what is called ranked-choice vot-
ing and used it for the first time in 2022. It 
eliminated party primary elections and moved 
the state to a one-size-fits-all primary where the 
top four vote-getters advance to the general 
election, regardless of party affiliation. 

Opposition to the switch came mostly from 
conservative Republicans, who did not like los-
ing control with their party’s primaries and did 
not like seeing moderates win elections by ap-
pealing to the middle. 

The opponents gathered enough petition 
signatures and asked voters in 2024 to repeal 
open primaries and ranked-choice voting — 
but lost. 

They are at it again, having collected enough 
signatures to put the question on the 2026 
statewide ballot. It will be third time Alaskans 
will vote on the issue. Let’s hope it’s a case of 
three strikes and you’re out, not the third time 
is the charm. 

Alaskans should reject the initiative and 
stick with what is working well for most peo-
ple. Afterall, nearly 60% of registered voters in 
Alaska are nonpartisan or undeclared as to a 
political party. An open primary serves that 
60% a lot better than closed primaries where 
party loyalists decide who makes it to the No-
vember ballot. 

Elections have gotten so partisan and divi-
sive and polarizing that the last thing Alaskans 
need is to turn back the clock and chuck open 
primaries and ranked-choice voting into the 
trash. 

Yes, it’s early to think about this fall’s 
statewide elections, but this one means a lot to 
the state. It’s not about President Donald 
Trump or any of the emotional issues that will 
consume the nation in the 2026 elections. It’s 
about Alaskans deciding how they want to run 
their elections and what they believe is the best 
way to select the best candidates. 

It’s about electing candidates who can work 
with most everyone, and who can show it by 
doing well in an open primary, not candidates 
who pledge allegiance to a political party. 

Trying to deny voters a choice 
is getting to be a bad habit 

By Larry Persily, publisher of the Wrangell Sentinel

GUEST EDITORIAL

Tundra                                                             by Chad Carpenter

Ritter’s River                                    by Marc Lutz

PHS Boys continue winning on the road, beat Metlakatla Chiefs
 
By AIDEN LUHR  
Pilot writer

TO THE EDITOR

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard  

QUESTION  
& ANSWER

QUESTION:  

You are heading due east (090°) 

and observe a vessel’s red 

sidelight on your port beam. 

The vessel may be heading ___. 

a. northwest (315°) 

b. southeast (135°) 

c. northeast (045°) 

d. southwest (225°)

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

ANSWER D. 

southwest (225°)

at Petersburg School District

772-9393

 
 
 

Monday, Jan 12 
Breakfast 

WG Pumpkin Bread 
Lunch 

WG Pizza  
Tuesday, Jan 13 

Breakfast 
WG Cereal 

Lunch 
WG Tangerine Chicken 
Wednesday, Jan 14 

Breakfast 
WG Muffin  

Lunch 
Black Cod and WG Rice 

Garic Bread 
Thursday, Jan 15 

Breakfast 
WG Granola 

Low Fat & Sugar Yogurt 
Lunch 

WG Turkey and Cheese 
Sandwich 

Broccoli Soup 
Friday, Jan 16 

Breakfast 
WG Breakfast Burrito 

Lunch 
WG Chicken Nuggets 

WG Macaroni and 
Cheese

BREAKFAST IS AVAILABLE  
K-5 AT 7:45AM / 6-12 AT 8:50AM

Don’t like Lunch Menu? 
Try the Salad Bar 

All Meals Served with Milk 
Breakfast Served with  
Fresh Fruit and Juice 
*WG = Whole Grain

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on 
the Community Calendar. 

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: January 9: 
Heidi Lee. January 10: Briana Tagaban, Scott Lockhart. 
January 11: Jessica Owens, Rick McCay. January 12: Audrey 
Carroll, Barbara Beasley, Colei Stockton, Dian Bell, Elbert 
Hardin, Roseanne Anderson. January 13: Donna Marsh, 
Indigo Prus, Keiran Bangs, Taylor Overdorf. January 14: 
Curt Wallin, Elizabeth Knight, Kaleigh Johnson, Sabrina 
Richmond. January 15: Brian Paust, Terri Falter. 

Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: January 13: 
Laura and Terry Durkin. January 14: Tina and Brian Lynch; 
Allison and Jeff Jackson. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-9393. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Annual Elks Hoop Shoot 
The Petersburg Elks Lodge #1615 held their annual Hoop Shoot on December 13. Sixteen ballers showed up to shoot free throws, fol-
lowed by a free hotdog lunch afterwards. First and second place winners (pictured left to right) were Abigail West, Jaycee Coil, Carter 
Griss, Jaydon Mendoza-Einerson, Kiana West, Rosie Lohr, Jax Coil, Raymond Gillen, Ava Severson.

Photo courtesy of Cena Worhatch



As if a record 82 inches of 
snow in December wasn’t 
enough to bury Juneau, more 
snow arrived this week. 

The National Weather 
Service forecast up to an 
additional foot of snow 
possible for Juneau early this 
week, turning to a mix of rain 
and snow before turning to all 
rain for the weekend. 

The prediction of even more 
snow is heaping more misery 
upon a weary community. 
Residents have been shoveling, 
plowing, snowblowing and 
hauling, trying to clear their 
streets and driveways, parking 
lots, sidewalks and cars from 
the deepest December on 
record. 

The Fred Meyer store shut 
down for three days last week 
after the awning over its gas 
station partially collapsed and 
the company evacuated and 
closed the main store to clear 
the heavy snow load off the 
roof. The store reopened 
Sunday, Jan. 4. 

The Nugget Mall also closed 
last week to allow managers to 
deal with the snow on the flat 
roof. As of Monday morning, 
the mall remained closed. 

Municipal and state 
government offices closed on 
Monday, along with public 
schools. 

“The main message I would 
be telling folks is that now is 
your window if you can safely 
start mitigation efforts for 
getting some of the snow off 
your roof, off of infrastructure, 
off of things that you need to 
get it off of in anticipation of 
getting more snow that could 
end up being heavy, now’s the 
time to be doing that,” Jeff 
Garmon, head meteorologist at 
the National Weather Service 
Juneau station, said Jan. 3. 

Though a record for the 
month, December’s snowfall 
was a few inches short of the 
snowiest month ever on record 
in Juneau, when 86.3 inches fell 
in February 1965. 

“If people are walking 
around saying that they can’t 
recall seeing as much snow, 
there’s a lot of truth to that, 
because the record bears that 
out,” Garmon said. 

The state temporarily closed 
Thane Road south of 
downtown so that crews flying 
in a helicopter could trigger 
avalanches Jan. 1 in an attempt 
to stabilize the snow-covered 
slope above the road. 

The risk of snowslides for 

downtown neighborhoods 
beneath Mount Juneau remains 
elevated, city officials have 
warned. 

At least nine vessels and 

multiple boat shelters sank at 
Juneau’s harbors last week, 
radio station KTOO reported.  

“We’ll be working in earnest 
... raising vessels, but expect 

that to be a couple week 
process to get everything up,” 
Harbormaster Matt Creswell 
said Jan. 2. 

The snow got so bad — and 
airport workers and their 
equipment so worn out — that 
the airport closed down the 
runway the evening of Dec. 30 
to take a break, reopening the 
next morning. 

It was a week of nonstop 
plowing at the airport. 

“The depth was 50 inches of 
snow on the ground, which is 
the deepest snow depth ever 
recorded at the Juneau airport,” 
Nicole Ferrin, a warning 
coordination meteorologist for 
the National Weather Service, 
said at a press briefing Dec. 31. 

The previous record for 
accumulated snow at the 
airport was 41 inches in 
February 1949, radio station 
KTOO quoted Ferrin. 

While Alaska Airlines could 
fly through the snow, smaller 
planes were stuck on the 
ground. 

The community of Pelican, 
about 70 air miles southwest of 
Juneau, on Chichagof Island, 
went the entire month without 
a scheduled flight. The town of 
less than 100 residents does not 
have an airport, requiring 
amphibious planes to deliver 
people, freight and mail to 
town. The record snow and 
extreme cold conspired to block 
flights for all of December. 

Alaska Seaplanes was able 
to get flights in and out of 
Pelican on New Year’s Day. 

The weather had even 
blocked the town’s one state 
ferry sailing in December. 

The second of two men ar-
rested in Petersburg last sum-
mer for scamming an elderly 
resident has been sentenced to 
a year in jail, closing the case 
as a third suspect remains at-
large. 

Shubham Patel, 25, pleaded 
guilty to theft charges in Octo-
ber and was sentenced during 
a final hearing at the Peters-
burg Courthouse on Dec. 8. 

In a plea deal for reduced 
penalties, Patel agreed to coop-
erate with the state’s investiga-
tion into the elaborate phone 
scheme that defrauded the vic-
tim of over $100,000. Two 
charges were dropped, and 
Patel was ultimately convicted 
on a felony charge of second-
degree theft and a misde-
meanor of second-degree 
attempted theft. He was sen-
tenced by Ketchikan Superior 
Court Judge Katherine Ly-
brand to 364 days flat. 

During sentencing, Lybrand 

noted that because Patel had 
no criminal history, the parties 
were working within a sen-
tencing range of up to two 
years, and the time under the 
agreement was right in the 
middle of that range.  

“And some might question 
whether there should be more 
or less time attached to a con-
viction for that type of crime,” 
Lybrand said. “But that’s not 
something that the court or the 
parties have control over. 
That’s within the Legislature’s 
discretion.” 

The victim in the case, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
she agreed with the sentence 
the prosecution proposed at 
the final hearing. 

In the spring of 2025, the vic-
tim was contacted by a scam 
caller impersonating a govern-
ment agent. She told investiga-
tors that the caller, who used 
the alias “Sean Watson,” con-
vinced her to wire them 
$80,000 under the false pre-
tense that her identity was 
stolen and she was under in-

vestigation.  
The FBI recently issued an 

alert warning that Alaskans 
lost an estimated $1.3 million 

to government impersonation 
scams in 2024. 

“Watson” contacted the vic-
tim again to arrange in-person 
money pick-ups in Petersburg.  

Patel came to Petersburg in 
May with another suspect, 
who investigators identified as 
28-year-old Utkarsh Mishra. 
That’s when the victim handed 
over an additional $50,000. 
Mishra has been indicted but 
remains at-large under an ar-
rest warrant. 

Patel returned to Petersburg 
for a second time in June, this 
time with 23-year-old 
Harshilkumar Patel, a co-de-
fendant in this case. Both men, 
who are citizens of India and 
not related, were arrested on 
June 9 by local police and the 
FBI after they met up with the 
victim and attempted to take 
an additional $60,000 cash. 

Over the course of court pro-
ceedings, their respective at-
torneys explained that both 
men were in the United States 
as Master’s students attending 
different universities, and both 
were first-time offenders with 
no criminal history. 

Harshilkumar pleaded 
guilty to first-degree at-
tempted theft in October. The 
court sentenced him to 170 
days flat, including time 
served, and released him from 
jail. 

Shubham Patel remains in 
custody at Lemon Creek Cor-
rectional Facility in Juneau. He 
agreed to pay $50,000 in resti-
tution to the victim upon re-
quest. Lybrand said he will 
likely face deportation. His 
state-appointed public attor-
ney, Anna Ambrose, declined 
to comment for this story.  

Resources for avoiding 
scams are available online 
from the FBI. 

This story was first published 
at kfsk.org and is reprinted here 
with permission.
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December 30 - An officer issued a 
warning for taillight requirements on 
Sing Lee Alley. 

Authorities responded to a parking 
complaint. 

An officer assisted a citizen with 
snow chains on N 3rd Street. 

It was reported that a deer had been 
struck on Mitkof Hwy. Alaska State 
Troopers (AST) were notified and 
responded. 

December 31 - Suspicious activity 
was reported on S 2nd Street. No 
criminal activity was found to be 
happening. 

January 1 - There was a report of 
fireworks on 3rd Street. An officer 
found no one shooting off fireworks 
upon his arrival. 

A lost phone was reported to 
authorities. 

An officer responded to suspicious 
behavior on 2nd Street. 

A lost phone was reported and later 
found by the owner. 

An officer assisted a citizen with 

jumpstarting a car. 
January 2 - There was a report of 

screaming coming from the Harbor. An 
officer responded and a Harbor Offier 
will make contact with the vessel owner. 

A minor two-car accident was 
reported on Nordic Drive was taken by 
authorities. 

It was reported that a 4-wheeler 
driving erratically near the drive down 
dock. An officer was unable to locate the 
vehicle. 

An officer responded to a noise 
complaint on S 2nd Street. 

January 3 - An officer conducted 
extra patrols. 

An officer blocked off Dolphin Street 
due to hazardous road conditions. 

An alarm was reported at a local 
pump station. Waste/Water (WW) was 
notified and responded. 

A power outage was reported. 
Petersburg Municipal Power and Light 
(PMPL) was notified and responded. 

A vehicle was impounded at the 
request of the Department of 

Transportation (DOT) because the 
owner had not moved it in a timely 
manner. 

An officer assisted Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) on N 12th 
Street. 

A report of aggravating text 
messages was taken. 

January 4 - An officer informed 
occupants of a vehicle that they could 
stay warm in the Police Department 
lobby while they waited for someone to 
come with gas.  

A water leak on Unimak Street was 
reported. WW was notified and 
responded. 

January 5 - An officer issued a 
warning for illegal camping. 

A parking complaint was reported. 
The owner was contacted and moved 
the vehicle. 

A welfare check was requested for an 
individual on Haugen Drive. 

An officer provided courtesy 
transport on Sandy Beach Drive. 

Officers responded to a parking 

complaint on Lumber Street. 
Jared Nicholas Burns was issued a 

summons for alleged felony criminal 
mischief and four counts of violating 
conditions of release. 

An officer responded to a parking 
complaint on Rambler Street. 

Suspicious behavior was reported on 
Scow Bay Loop. The owner of the 
property was contacted. 

A bar check was conducted. 
January 6 - An officer assisted EMS 

on N 12th Street. 
Lockout service was provided on 

Sing Lee Alley. 
An officer responded and disposed 

of suspicious items on S 3rd Street. 
A disabled vehicle was reported on 

Mitkof Hwy. The vehicle was gone 
when the officer arrived. 

It was reported that water was 
leaking through an electrical box. PMPL 
was notified and responded. 

A lost post office key was reported. 
An officer responded to a vehicle that 

had slid into a ditch on Haugen Drive. 

Police report

 
By OLIVIA ROSE 
KFSK Radio

Two seats on the PIA 
Tribal Council remain 
vacant after election

The unofficial 2026 Petersburg Indian Association election re-
sults are in. Tribal members re-elected Carol Martinez to a one-
year term as council president, and elected Stephanie Silva to a 
two-year tribal council seat. Martinez and Silva were the only can-
didates running for spots on the tribal council this year, leaving 
two council member seats unfilled.  

This year’s election had a significant decrease in candidates com-
pared to previous years. Last year, 11 candidates and two write-
ins ran for six available seats. The 2024 election had nine 
candidates running for five seats. 

The number of votes this year was also low. Martinez received 
15 votes, and Silva received 13. In last year’s election, which had a 
high turnout, Martinez won with 39 votes. 

The final total of ballots cast will be published ahead of the elec-
tion canvassing meeting, which will take place at the PIA offices 
on Wednesday, January 14, at 5 p.m. 

The tribal council has one month to fill the two remaining vacant 
council seats. If the council does not fill the seats within one month, 
the president will have one month to fill the spots. The individuals 
who temporarily fill those seats will remain on the tribal council 
until the next election. 

The next PIA tribal council meeting will be on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 21, at 5 p.m. 

This story was first published at kfsk.org and is reprinted here with 
permission.

 
By TAYLOR HECKART 
KFSK Radio

Training opportunity  
The Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department is offering an  

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Course

January 25th  
through March 16th 

 

Call 772-3355 or stop  
by the Fire Station  

for more information. 

Your
 com

muni
ty 

need
s you

!
Volunteer  

with PVFD

Classes will be three evenings 
per week plus Sundays 

No prerequisite courses are required

Photo  courtesy of Olivia Rose / KFSK

Police escort Shubham Patel and a co-defendant (not pictured) from 
the Petersburg Courthouse following a joint first-appearance hearing 
on June 10, 2025. 

Second man sentenced for $100K scam of Petersburg senior

Juneau tries to dig out from record snowfall, but it keeps coming
 

BY REPORTERS OF THE 
JUNEAU INDEPENDENT 

A submerged boat pokes its bow up from the water in Juneau’s Aurora har-
bor on Dec. 31, one of at least nine vessels and multiple boat shelters that 
sank in the harbors during the record snowstorm, according to officials. 

Photo courtesy City and Borough of Juneau

907-518-1444 • Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets   
First Baptist Church Petersburg  www.fbcpetersburg.com

Sunday:  9:15a - Bible Classes  
• 10:30a - Family Worship     
Wednesday:   
• 6p - Outreach Fellowship Meal  
• 7p - LIFE Group in Fellowship Hall 
            

 
Email: susane@p-wins.com 
Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225  
www.p-wins.com 
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833 

I can help you make sure your coverage is up-to-date. Contact me today. 

“If you are considering making changes  
to your business, and have discussed them  
with your attorney or CPA, consult with 
your insurance agent to make sure your 
coverage will be maintained. It is especially 
important to contact your agent when you 
change the name of your business.”  

Susan Erickson, 
Agency Owner &  

Commercial Lines Agent 
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TAKE THAT NEW BABY  
BOATING ....IN AN

772-3949 
www.rockysmarine.com

INFANT LIFE VEST

F350

Winter Hours 
Tuesday - Saturday  

6:30am - 1:30pm     
14 Harbor Way  14 Harbor Way  

772-2665772-2665

Congratulations Congratulations   
on your beautiful on your beautiful   

new baby! ...new baby! ...

$50  Gift  
Certificate

— Read All About It — 
1 Year in-town  
subscription to

772-9393  •  207 N. Nordic Dr.  •  pilotpub@gmail.com

Congratulations Mom & DadJust for Baby

$$25 Gift25 Gift   
CertificateCertificate

For that  
Perfect Little Baby...
$50 Gift Card

Petersburg Rexall Drug 
“We treat your family as we treat our own.” 

On Main Street • 772-3265 
www.rexalldrug.com

One week of laundry  
picked up and delivered

Call 907-650-7525 to schedule or 
go to www.psgvikinglaundry.com

FireLight Gallery & Framing
(907)772-2161 • 211 Nordic Drive • P.O. Box 2082 

  Facebook: @FireLightGallery • firelightgallery.com

 Frame your valuable keepsakes with us. 
 

        $50 Gift Certificate
towards framing of Baby

Congratulations 
Mom & Dad

We know how busy you will be at this time. 
Let Coastal Bear do the cooking for you.

772-3727 50 Gift 
Certificate$

Call Your Family  
with the Good News! 

$25 Chamber  
of Commerce  
Gift Certificate

FOR THE NEW YEAR’S BABY
$100 Gift  
Certificate

Call Tanya to Schedule 518.0712

$25 Petersburg  
Chamber of Commerce  

Gift Certificate

Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225  
www.p-wins.com 
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833 

We provide a full range of insurance services: Life,  
hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters, boat and more.

907-772-3662907-772-3662 
www.tonkaseafoods.com 
P.O. Box 1420 • Petersburg, AK 99833

1200 S. Nordic Dr. 
Just South of the Ferry Terminal

3lb of 
Smoked 
Salmon 
Strips

Petersburg’s first arrival in 2026 
   For Petersburg’s First Baby of the Year  

           and the Lucky Parents... 
 

These Petersburg Businesses have joined together  
    to  welcome Petersburg’s New Year’s Baby.  

The first baby to be delivered to Petersburg residents and to have 
the birth announced in The Pilot,  

will along with its parents, receive gifts and congratulations from 
these merchants.  

The winner will be announced in the Petersburg Pilot. Both parents must be permanent residents of Petersburg  
and may be asked to prove residency through voter registration certificates or presenting recent utility bills.  

The winning parents must present these coupons to participating businesses and claim their gifts prior to 3/31/2026.  
Parents are responsible for informing the Pilot of the birth, which will be confirmed by our staff. 
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As if a record 82 inches of 
snow in December wasn’t 
enough to bury Juneau, more 
snow arrived this week. 

The National Weather 
Service forecast up to an 
additional foot of snow 
possible for Juneau early this 
week, turning to a mix of rain 
and snow before turning to all 
rain for the weekend. 

The prediction of even more 
snow is heaping more misery 
upon a weary community. 
Residents have been shoveling, 
plowing, snowblowing and 
hauling, trying to clear their 
streets and driveways, parking 
lots, sidewalks and cars from 
the deepest December on 
record. 

The Fred Meyer store shut 
down for three days last week 
after the awning over its gas 
station partially collapsed and 
the company evacuated and 
closed the main store to clear 
the heavy snow load off the 
roof. The store reopened 
Sunday, Jan. 4. 

The Nugget Mall also closed 
last week to allow managers to 
deal with the snow on the flat 
roof. As of Monday morning, 
the mall remained closed. 

Municipal and state 
government offices closed on 
Monday, along with public 
schools. 

“The main message I would 
be telling folks is that now is 
your window if you can safely 
start mitigation efforts for 
getting some of the snow off 
your roof, off of infrastructure, 
off of things that you need to 
get it off of in anticipation of 
getting more snow that could 
end up being heavy, now’s the 
time to be doing that,” Jeff 
Garmon, head meteorologist at 
the National Weather Service 
Juneau station, said Jan. 3. 

Though a record for the 
month, December’s snowfall 
was a few inches short of the 
snowiest month ever on record 
in Juneau, when 86.3 inches fell 
in February 1965. 

“If people are walking 
around saying that they can’t 
recall seeing as much snow, 
there’s a lot of truth to that, 
because the record bears that 
out,” Garmon said. 

The state temporarily closed 
Thane Road south of 
downtown so that crews flying 
in a helicopter could trigger 
avalanches Jan. 1 in an attempt 
to stabilize the snow-covered 
slope above the road. 

The risk of snowslides for 

downtown neighborhoods 
beneath Mount Juneau remains 
elevated, city officials have 
warned. 

At least nine vessels and 

multiple boat shelters sank at 
Juneau’s harbors last week, 
radio station KTOO reported.  

“We’ll be working in earnest 
... raising vessels, but expect 

that to be a couple week 
process to get everything up,” 
Harbormaster Matt Creswell 
said Jan. 2. 

The snow got so bad — and 
airport workers and their 
equipment so worn out — that 
the airport closed down the 
runway the evening of Dec. 30 
to take a break, reopening the 
next morning. 

It was a week of nonstop 
plowing at the airport. 

“The depth was 50 inches of 
snow on the ground, which is 
the deepest snow depth ever 
recorded at the Juneau airport,” 
Nicole Ferrin, a warning 
coordination meteorologist for 
the National Weather Service, 
said at a press briefing Dec. 31. 

The previous record for 
accumulated snow at the 
airport was 41 inches in 
February 1949, radio station 
KTOO quoted Ferrin. 

While Alaska Airlines could 
fly through the snow, smaller 
planes were stuck on the 
ground. 

The community of Pelican, 
about 70 air miles southwest of 
Juneau, on Chichagof Island, 
went the entire month without 
a scheduled flight. The town of 
less than 100 residents does not 
have an airport, requiring 
amphibious planes to deliver 
people, freight and mail to 
town. The record snow and 
extreme cold conspired to block 
flights for all of December. 

Alaska Seaplanes was able 
to get flights in and out of 
Pelican on New Year’s Day. 

The weather had even 
blocked the town’s one state 
ferry sailing in December. 

The second of two men ar-
rested in Petersburg last sum-
mer for scamming an elderly 
resident has been sentenced to 
a year in jail, closing the case 
as a third suspect remains at-
large. 

Shubham Patel, 25, pleaded 
guilty to theft charges in Octo-
ber and was sentenced during 
a final hearing at the Peters-
burg Courthouse on Dec. 8. 

In a plea deal for reduced 
penalties, Patel agreed to coop-
erate with the state’s investiga-
tion into the elaborate phone 
scheme that defrauded the vic-
tim of over $100,000. Two 
charges were dropped, and 
Patel was ultimately convicted 
on a felony charge of second-
degree theft and a misde-
meanor of second-degree 
attempted theft. He was sen-
tenced by Ketchikan Superior 
Court Judge Katherine Ly-
brand to 364 days flat. 

During sentencing, Lybrand 

noted that because Patel had 
no criminal history, the parties 
were working within a sen-
tencing range of up to two 
years, and the time under the 
agreement was right in the 
middle of that range.  

“And some might question 
whether there should be more 
or less time attached to a con-
viction for that type of crime,” 
Lybrand said. “But that’s not 
something that the court or the 
parties have control over. 
That’s within the Legislature’s 
discretion.” 

The victim in the case, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
she agreed with the sentence 
the prosecution proposed at 
the final hearing. 

In the spring of 2025, the vic-
tim was contacted by a scam 
caller impersonating a govern-
ment agent. She told investiga-
tors that the caller, who used 
the alias “Sean Watson,” con-
vinced her to wire them 
$80,000 under the false pre-
tense that her identity was 
stolen and she was under in-

vestigation.  
The FBI recently issued an 

alert warning that Alaskans 
lost an estimated $1.3 million 

to government impersonation 
scams in 2024. 

“Watson” contacted the vic-
tim again to arrange in-person 
money pick-ups in Petersburg.  

Patel came to Petersburg in 
May with another suspect, 
who investigators identified as 
28-year-old Utkarsh Mishra. 
That’s when the victim handed 
over an additional $50,000. 
Mishra has been indicted but 
remains at-large under an ar-
rest warrant. 

Patel returned to Petersburg 
for a second time in June, this 
time with 23-year-old 
Harshilkumar Patel, a co-de-
fendant in this case. Both men, 
who are citizens of India and 
not related, were arrested on 
June 9 by local police and the 
FBI after they met up with the 
victim and attempted to take 
an additional $60,000 cash. 

Over the course of court pro-
ceedings, their respective at-
torneys explained that both 
men were in the United States 
as Master’s students attending 
different universities, and both 
were first-time offenders with 
no criminal history. 

Harshilkumar pleaded 
guilty to first-degree at-
tempted theft in October. The 
court sentenced him to 170 
days flat, including time 
served, and released him from 
jail. 

Shubham Patel remains in 
custody at Lemon Creek Cor-
rectional Facility in Juneau. He 
agreed to pay $50,000 in resti-
tution to the victim upon re-
quest. Lybrand said he will 
likely face deportation. His 
state-appointed public attor-
ney, Anna Ambrose, declined 
to comment for this story.  

Resources for avoiding 
scams are available online 
from the FBI. 

This story was first published 
at kfsk.org and is reprinted here 
with permission.
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December 30 - An officer issued a 
warning for taillight requirements on 
Sing Lee Alley. 

Authorities responded to a parking 
complaint. 

An officer assisted a citizen with 
snow chains on N 3rd Street. 

It was reported that a deer had been 
struck on Mitkof Hwy. Alaska State 
Troopers (AST) were notified and 
responded. 

December 31 - Suspicious activity 
was reported on S 2nd Street. No 
criminal activity was found to be 
happening. 

January 1 - There was a report of 
fireworks on 3rd Street. An officer 
found no one shooting off fireworks 
upon his arrival. 

A lost phone was reported to 
authorities. 

An officer responded to suspicious 
behavior on 2nd Street. 

A lost phone was reported and later 
found by the owner. 

An officer assisted a citizen with 

jumpstarting a car. 
January 2 - There was a report of 

screaming coming from the Harbor. An 
officer responded and a Harbor Offier 
will make contact with the vessel owner. 

A minor two-car accident was 
reported on Nordic Drive was taken by 
authorities. 

It was reported that a 4-wheeler 
driving erratically near the drive down 
dock. An officer was unable to locate the 
vehicle. 

An officer responded to a noise 
complaint on S 2nd Street. 

January 3 - An officer conducted 
extra patrols. 

An officer blocked off Dolphin Street 
due to hazardous road conditions. 

An alarm was reported at a local 
pump station. Waste/Water (WW) was 
notified and responded. 

A power outage was reported. 
Petersburg Municipal Power and Light 
(PMPL) was notified and responded. 

A vehicle was impounded at the 
request of the Department of 

Transportation (DOT) because the 
owner had not moved it in a timely 
manner. 

An officer assisted Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS) on N 12th 
Street. 

A report of aggravating text 
messages was taken. 

January 4 - An officer informed 
occupants of a vehicle that they could 
stay warm in the Police Department 
lobby while they waited for someone to 
come with gas.  

A water leak on Unimak Street was 
reported. WW was notified and 
responded. 

January 5 - An officer issued a 
warning for illegal camping. 

A parking complaint was reported. 
The owner was contacted and moved 
the vehicle. 

A welfare check was requested for an 
individual on Haugen Drive. 

An officer provided courtesy 
transport on Sandy Beach Drive. 

Officers responded to a parking 

complaint on Lumber Street. 
Jared Nicholas Burns was issued a 

summons for alleged felony criminal 
mischief and four counts of violating 
conditions of release. 

An officer responded to a parking 
complaint on Rambler Street. 

Suspicious behavior was reported on 
Scow Bay Loop. The owner of the 
property was contacted. 

A bar check was conducted. 
January 6 - An officer assisted EMS 

on N 12th Street. 
Lockout service was provided on 

Sing Lee Alley. 
An officer responded and disposed 

of suspicious items on S 3rd Street. 
A disabled vehicle was reported on 

Mitkof Hwy. The vehicle was gone 
when the officer arrived. 

It was reported that water was 
leaking through an electrical box. PMPL 
was notified and responded. 

A lost post office key was reported. 
An officer responded to a vehicle that 

had slid into a ditch on Haugen Drive. 

Police report

 
By OLIVIA ROSE 
KFSK Radio

Two seats on the PIA 
Tribal Council remain 
vacant after election

The unofficial 2026 Petersburg Indian Association election re-
sults are in. Tribal members re-elected Carol Martinez to a one-
year term as council president, and elected Stephanie Silva to a 
two-year tribal council seat. Martinez and Silva were the only can-
didates running for spots on the tribal council this year, leaving 
two council member seats unfilled.  

This year’s election had a significant decrease in candidates com-
pared to previous years. Last year, 11 candidates and two write-
ins ran for six available seats. The 2024 election had nine 
candidates running for five seats. 

The number of votes this year was also low. Martinez received 
15 votes, and Silva received 13. In last year’s election, which had a 
high turnout, Martinez won with 39 votes. 

The final total of ballots cast will be published ahead of the elec-
tion canvassing meeting, which will take place at the PIA offices 
on Wednesday, January 14, at 5 p.m. 

The tribal council has one month to fill the two remaining vacant 
council seats. If the council does not fill the seats within one month, 
the president will have one month to fill the spots. The individuals 
who temporarily fill those seats will remain on the tribal council 
until the next election. 

The next PIA tribal council meeting will be on Wednesday, Jan-
uary 21, at 5 p.m. 

This story was first published at kfsk.org and is reprinted here with 
permission.

 
By TAYLOR HECKART 
KFSK Radio

Training opportunity  
The Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department is offering an  

Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Course

January 25th  
through March 16th 

 

Call 772-3355 or stop  
by the Fire Station  

for more information. 

Your community 

needs you!
Volunteer  

with PVFD

Classes will be three evenings 
per week plus Sundays 

No prerequisite courses are required

Photo  courtesy of Olivia Rose / KFSK

Police escort Shubham Patel and a co-defendant (not pictured) from 
the Petersburg Courthouse following a joint first-appearance hearing 
on June 10, 2025. 

Second man sentenced for $100K scam of Petersburg senior

Juneau tries to dig out from record snowfall, but it keeps coming
 

BY REPORTERS OF THE 
JUNEAU INDEPENDENT 

A submerged boat pokes its bow up from the water in Juneau’s Aurora har-
bor on Dec. 31, one of at least nine vessels and multiple boat shelters that 
sank in the harbors during the record snowstorm, according to officials. 

Photo courtesy City and Borough of Juneau

907-518-1444 • Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets   
First Baptist Church Petersburg  www.fbcpetersburg.com

Sunday:  9:15a - Bible Classes  
• 10:30a - Family Worship     
Wednesday:   
• 6p - Outreach Fellowship Meal  
• 7p - LIFE Group in Fellowship Hall 
            

 
Email: susane@p-wins.com 
Toll Free: (800) 478-3858, Fax: (907) 802-3225  
www.p-wins.com 
PO Box 529 Petersburg, AK, 99833 

I can help you make sure your coverage is up-to-date. Contact me today. 

“If you are considering making changes  
to your business, and have discussed them  
with your attorney or CPA, consult with 
your insurance agent to make sure your 
coverage will be maintained. It is especially 
important to contact your agent when you 
change the name of your business.”  

Susan Erickson, 
Agency Owner &  

Commercial Lines Agent 



The Petersburg High School 
Girls Varsity began their 
season on the road against the 
Metlakatla Miss Chiefs this 
past weekend. First games of 
the season are interesting 
because sometimes, you don’t 
know what the other team has 
planned and vice versa.  

“In game one, [the Miss 

Chiefs] came out in a 3-2 zone, 
which was a surprise because 
they’ve historically ran a 2-3 
zone,” head coach Matt Pawuk 
said. “[Our] offense admittedly 
against the zone was not very 
effective.” 

It wasn’t just the offense 
that had its struggle in game 
one, it was also the defense 
because for the first time in all 
his years of coaching, coach 
Pawuk changed the principles 
of his man-to-man defensive 
scheme. 

What coach Pawuk wants to 
do is apply added pressure to 
whoever has the ball so the 
opposition can’t dictate the 
pace of the game. In all the 
years prior, he opted to have 
his man-to-man defense more 
conservative. 

“I put my girls in a tough 
position – especially the 
seniors that have had the same 
[defensive] philosophy for 
years,” Pawuk said. 

Pawuk said he made the 
change only a few days before 
the team headed to Metlakatla 
and how seeing the increased 

physicality of teams across 
Southeast over the past few 
years, led him to make the 
change knowing his team also 
needed to bring physical 
defense.  

The Miss Chiefs were able to 
capitalize on their 3-2 zone and 
ran the Lady Vikings out of the 
gym to claim a 59-23 victory in 
game one. With their 3-2 zone, 
the Miss Chiefs forced 17 Lady 
Vikings turnovers off of steals 

Game two followed a 
similar script with the Miss 
Chiefs 33-7 at the end of the 
third quarter. Then in the 
fourth quarter, the Vikings 
outscored the Miss Chiefs 18-
14 in the fourth but it was too 
late as the team lost 47-25. 

“We [coaches] saw some 
things that were encouraging,” 
Pawuk said. 

One of those encouraging 
things was the Vikings only 
had seven turnovers off of 
steals dealing with the Miss 
Chiefs zone defense. 

Eighteen of the Lady 
Vikings 25 points came from 
sophomore forward Lexie 

Tow, who had her best scoring 
game of her career so far. 

“I think I had a better game 
last year but this is definitely 
the best scoring game I’ve 
had,” Tow said. 

“She kinda had her coming 
out party,” Pawuk added. 

Tow said the key to her 
success was relentlessly 
attacking and driving into the 
painted area, which is 
something she’s worked hard 
at since the end of her 
freshman season. 

Last season, the Lady 
Vikings split their road 
Homecoming series against 
rival Wrangell Lady Wolves. In 
order to rebound from an 0-2 
start and get at least a split 
against the Lady Wolves 
during homecoming, the Lady 
Vikings are going to have to 
make strides offensively. 

“We gotta get better at 
playing against and handling a 
zone defense,” said Tow. 

The Lady Vikings will take 
on the Lady Wolves during 
Homecoming weekend, Jan. 
16-17, in Wrangell.  

Lady Vikings drop season opener against Metlakatla Miss Chiefs
 
By AIDEN LUHR  
Pilot writer

Petersburg’s 
volunteer 
ambulance 
crew wants 
YOU 
To the Editor: 

Imagine it’s one a.m. 
Suddenly you’re awakened by a 
call for help. You run to the 
hallway where your loved one is 
on the floor, struggling to 
breathe. You’re not sure what’s 
wrong and you can’t lift them 
on your own. You dial 911. The 
call goes out for an ambulance. 
Pager alarms wake up volunteer 
Emergency Medical Technicians 
(EMTs) at their homes. They 
jump out of bed, throw on some 
clothes and head to the fire hall. 
Soon, an ambulance arrives at 
your home, lights flashing. The 
EMT’s perform an assessment, 
monitor vitals, provide some 
basic respiratory treatment and 
carefully prepare for transport 
to Petersburg Medical Center. 
Your loved one may need a 
medivac out of town later. That 
will again require an ambulance 
crew to respond. 

What if there are no 
volunteers available when the 
call goes out? They are unable to 
leave work, they’re out of town, 
or they’re responding to another 
call. The fact is that in a borough 
of over 3000 people, there’s just 
a small handful of trained EMTs 
who regularly respond to 
Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) calls. That is why we 
need more people willing to 
step up. I am asking you to 

consider applying. It’s not as 
daunting as you may think. 

A perfect opportunity to join 
EMS has arrived with an entry-
level EMT class starting on 
January 25, in Petersburg. I 
know there are many strong, 
capable, competent folks in this 
town who are driven to help 
others. I see it when good 
Samaritans like you act as first 
responders, rendering aid 
before the ambulance arrives. 
Please, take that drive to the 
next level. Get some training 
and become an EMT with the 
Petersburg Volunteer Fire 
Department. 

The reward? You will have 
regular opportunities to provide 
an essential service that has a 
visible, immediate, and positive 
impact on individuals in this 
community. You will volunteer 
alongside others who all share 
the same drive to lend a hand 
when a neighbor is in need. 
You’ll get free, professional 
training and certification. You 
might even get a chance to save 
someone’s life. 

I know EMS is not for 
everyone. Understandably, 
some wonder whether they will 
be able to cope with a traumatic, 
life and death situation. We do 
have some dire calls, but 
fortunately these are very few 
and far between. Most calls are 
more routine and often involve 
a quick assessment and safe 
transportation to the hospital 
where a patient can get 
advanced care. More serious 
calls typically draw a much 
larger response and, as a new 
EMT, you will be able to help at 
your comfort level with more 

experienced EMTs taking the 
lead. 

Are you out of town a bunch? 
Got a lot on your plate at work? 
Busy caring for kids? That’s OK. 
You’ll be in good company. 

Being an EMT is not a 
commitment to respond 24/7. 
You can sign up for shifts or just 
carry a pager and respond or 
assist when possible. EMTs can 
be busy fishermen, builders, 
mechanics, hospital staff, Coast 
Guardsmen, law enforcement, 
retirees, biologists, office 
workers, parents, shop owners 
or anyone else who completes 
the class and responds to EMS 
calls. 

Remember, we live on an 
island. In an immediate crisis, all 

we have is each other. 
Petersburg’s EMS is critically 
important to our town, yet we 
are always short of volunteers. 
Make a real difference. Apply 
today! The EMT class runs 
January 25 through March 16, 
three nights each week and on 
Sundays. For more details, email 
ahankins@petersburgak.gov, 
call 907-772-3355 or visit 
joinpvfd.org 

Matt Lichtenstein, EMT 
Petersburg Volunteer  

Fire Department

So far this season, the 
Petersburg Boys Basketball 
team have played all road 
games, six games in total. 
They've won four of their first 
six road games. In game one, the 
Vikings beat the Chiefs 44-26, a 
wire to wire victory.  

“From the beginning of the 
game, I felt like we really tried 
to push the tempo against them. 
I think that might’ve caught 
them a little off guard,” head 
coach Rick Brock said. “We had 
a little bit more confidence than 
they did and we were able to set 
the temp from the beginning.” 

Prior to Metlakatla, the 
Vikings played multiple 4A 
teams in Juneau Douglas and 
Monroe Catholic. The Vikings 
lost to Juneau Douglas 60-50 
and then to Monroe Catholic 43-
36 with turnovers, allowing 
offensive rebounds and fouling 
on defense being the main 
catalysts behind their losses. In 
Metlakatla, the Vikings were 
able to clean up the turnovers 
and allow offensive rebounds 

but the fouling on defense 
remains an issue for the team. 

“We were in foul trouble 
both nights. We’re trying to find 
that balance of being aggressive 
and making the other team take 
tough shots,” Brock said. “We’re 
trying to eliminate the 
unnecessary ones [fouls] – we 
got a little bit better at it but 
we’re still putting ourselves in 
bad spots.” 

In the first game, Logan Tow 
(6), Camden Johnson (6) and 
Aiden Knudsen (11) led the 
team in scoring. Seven different 
Vikings scored a basket in game 
one and six different Vikings 
scored a basket in game two. 
Compared to previous years, 
the Vikings have a lot of depth 
this season. 

“We work really hard on 
trying to share the basketball 
and getting the best shot for 
whoever it is. I think we have 
multiple guys that can put the 
ball in the basket at different 
times in the game and from one 
game to the next,” Brock said.  

In game two, the game was 
tied at 35-35 heading into the 
fourth quarter but then the 

Vikings went on a 14-3 run to 
close the game out and win 58-
50, with senior guard Brayden 
Tucker getting a key steal down 
the stretch and converting the 
steal into an and-one, where he 
made the free throw.  

“I was really just [scanning] 
the court. The other players 
[teammates] definitely helped 
me out trying to get the steal at 
the very end,” Tucker said. “I 
just wanted to close the game 
out. To make sure that we won.”  

One of the six players who 
scored a basket in game two 
was junior guard Ben Kandoll, 
who had two points in game 
two against the Chiefs off the 
bench. 

“I definitely feel more 
comfortable. That’s just from 
knowing the role I have on the 
team that all my teammates are 
going to be around me to help 
me succeed,” Kandoll said.  

After allowing 35 points 
through three quarters, the 
Vikings only allowed 15 in the 
fourth. 

“We’re putting more 
pressure on this year and I think 
we have eight, nine, 10 guys that 

can play so that allows us to 
rotate a little bit more, put a little 
bit more pressure full court,” 
Brock said. 

The leading scorers in game 
two were Noah Pawuk (8), 
Logan Tow (15) and Aiden 
Knudsen (14). 

With the pair of wins the 
Vikings improved to 4-2 on the 
season and 4-0 in conference 
play. They are currently 
undefeated on the road in 
conference.  

“We really are together and 
even when we’re traveling, we 
try to do most things together – 
and get our minds ready for all 
of the traveling,” Tucker said. 

The Varsity squad will 
practice throughout this week in 
preparation for two key road 
games against Wrangell, from 
Jan. 16-17, during Homecoming. 

“We really have a good focus 
right now. We know what we 
want to do each week and I 
think that’s key to our success,” 
said Kandoll. 

 
George Houston Capital City 
Classic All-Tournament Team: 

Vikings: Aiden Knudsen  
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Alaskans this fall will vote for the third time 
whether they prefer open primary elections to 
choose their favorite candidates for Congress, 
governor and the state Legislature. 

For the third time, they will decide how 
much clout political parties should have in de-
ciding which candidates make it past the pri-
mary and onto the general election ballot. 

And for the third time, voters will decide 
whether they like the system that requires a 
candidate to win at least 50% of the vote in the 
general election to get the job, filtering out the 
applicants at the bottom until a winner emerges 
who is acceptable to more than half the elec-
torate. 

Alaskans in 2020 approved a citizens initia-
tive to adopt what is called ranked-choice vot-
ing and used it for the first time in 2022. It 
eliminated party primary elections and moved 
the state to a one-size-fits-all primary where the 
top four vote-getters advance to the general 
election, regardless of party affiliation. 

Opposition to the switch came mostly from 
conservative Republicans, who did not like los-
ing control with their party’s primaries and did 
not like seeing moderates win elections by ap-
pealing to the middle. 

The opponents gathered enough petition 
signatures and asked voters in 2024 to repeal 
open primaries and ranked-choice voting — 
but lost. 

They are at it again, having collected enough 
signatures to put the question on the 2026 
statewide ballot. It will be third time Alaskans 
will vote on the issue. Let’s hope it’s a case of 
three strikes and you’re out, not the third time 
is the charm. 

Alaskans should reject the initiative and 
stick with what is working well for most peo-
ple. Afterall, nearly 60% of registered voters in 
Alaska are nonpartisan or undeclared as to a 
political party. An open primary serves that 
60% a lot better than closed primaries where 
party loyalists decide who makes it to the No-
vember ballot. 

Elections have gotten so partisan and divi-
sive and polarizing that the last thing Alaskans 
need is to turn back the clock and chuck open 
primaries and ranked-choice voting into the 
trash. 

Yes, it’s early to think about this fall’s 
statewide elections, but this one means a lot to 
the state. It’s not about President Donald 
Trump or any of the emotional issues that will 
consume the nation in the 2026 elections. It’s 
about Alaskans deciding how they want to run 
their elections and what they believe is the best 
way to select the best candidates. 

It’s about electing candidates who can work 
with most everyone, and who can show it by 
doing well in an open primary, not candidates 
who pledge allegiance to a political party. 

Trying to deny voters a choice 
is getting to be a bad habit 

By Larry Persily, publisher of the Wrangell Sentinel

GUEST EDITORIAL

Tundra                                                             by Chad Carpenter

Ritter’s River                                    by Marc Lutz

PHS Boys continue winning on the road, beat Metlakatla Chiefs
 
By AIDEN LUHR  
Pilot writer

TO THE EDITOR

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard  

QUESTION  
& ANSWER

QUESTION:  

You are heading due east (090°) 

and observe a vessel’s red 

sidelight on your port beam. 

The vessel may be heading ___. 

a. northwest (315°) 

b. southeast (135°) 

c. northeast (045°) 

d. southwest (225°)

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

ANSWER D. 

southwest (225°)

at Petersburg School District

772-9393

 
 
 

Monday, Jan 12 
Breakfast 

WG Pumpkin Bread 
Lunch 

WG Pizza  
Tuesday, Jan 13 

Breakfast 
WG Cereal 

Lunch 
WG Tangerine Chicken 
Wednesday, Jan 14 

Breakfast 
WG Muffin  

Lunch 
Black Cod and WG Rice 

Garic Bread 
Thursday, Jan 15 

Breakfast 
WG Granola 

Low Fat & Sugar Yogurt 
Lunch 

WG Turkey and Cheese 
Sandwich 

Broccoli Soup 
Friday, Jan 16 

Breakfast 
WG Breakfast Burrito 

Lunch 
WG Chicken Nuggets 

WG Macaroni and 
Cheese

BREAKFAST IS AVAILABLE  
K-5 AT 7:45AM / 6-12 AT 8:50AM

Don’t like Lunch Menu? 
Try the Salad Bar 

All Meals Served with Milk 
Breakfast Served with  
Fresh Fruit and Juice 
*WG = Whole Grain

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on 
the Community Calendar. 

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: January 9: 
Heidi Lee. January 10: Briana Tagaban, Scott Lockhart. 
January 11: Jessica Owens, Rick McCay. January 12: Audrey 
Carroll, Barbara Beasley, Colei Stockton, Dian Bell, Elbert 
Hardin, Roseanne Anderson. January 13: Donna Marsh, 
Indigo Prus, Keiran Bangs, Taylor Overdorf. January 14: 
Curt Wallin, Elizabeth Knight, Kaleigh Johnson, Sabrina 
Richmond. January 15: Brian Paust, Terri Falter. 

Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: January 13: 
Laura and Terry Durkin. January 14: Tina and Brian Lynch; 
Allison and Jeff Jackson. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-9393. 

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Annual Elks Hoop Shoot 
The Petersburg Elks Lodge #1615 held their annual Hoop Shoot on December 13. Sixteen ballers showed up to shoot free throws, fol-
lowed by a free hotdog lunch afterwards. First and second place winners (pictured left to right) were Abigail West, Jaycee Coil, Carter 
Griss, Jaydon Mendoza-Einerson, Kiana West, Rosie Lohr, Jax Coil, Raymond Gillen, Ava Severson.

Photo courtesy of Cena Worhatch
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The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly unanimously approved 
prioritized lists of capital proj-
ects for state and federal fund-
ing requests at its Jan. 5 
meeting.   

The priority list is topped by 
two projects that have been se-
lected for Congressionally Di-
rected Spending but have not 

yet survived the congressional 
appropriations gauntlet – $2 
million for an overhaul of the 
Banana Point boat launch facil-
ities and $8 million toward 
wastewater treatment plant 
improvements.  

The Banana Point project — 
which has been supported in 
appropriation bills by U.S. Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski and U.S. Rep. 
Nick Begich, though funds 
have not been awarded yet — 

would include replacing the 
bathrooms, grading the road to 
the boat launch, and looking 
into the possibility of dredging 
so the launch could be used 
during very low tides. The bor-
ough would also look into 
building a boarding float so 
that passengers could reach 
shore without wading through 
the water. Giesbrecht empha-
sized keeping the Banana Point 
project front and center on the 
list until those funds make it 
through.  

A few days ago, the bor-
ough’s lobbyist provided an 
update that the $8 million for 
the wastewater disinfection 
project  — which, over the 
summer, Sen. Murkowski 
added to her Congressionally 
Directed Spending — now ap-
pears in the text of a bill re-
leased by the House 
Appropriations Committee on 
January 5, 2026. 

“House appropriations com-
mittee released the text of the 
[Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Act] which has the 8 mil-
lion in funding for the 
wastewater treatment plant,” 
Giesbrecht relayed from the 
lobbyist. “… still has to pass 
both [the U.S. House and the 
Senate], but it’s a good devel-
opment.” 

The appropriations bill in-
cludes Senator Murkowski’s 
directed funds for wastewater 
treatment upgrades in Peters-
burg, Wrangell, Ketchikan, and 
Sitka.  

Significant upgrades to these 
wastewater treatment plants 
are needed to meet the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
and State of Alaska water qual-
ity requirements of the new 
discharge permits.  

“We really don’t know how 
much it’s going to cost,” Gies-
brecht told the assembly. 
“We’ve been using an estimate 
of 12 to 15 million, but we’ve 
not had the engineering done 
yet. [Part of what we will] use 
that 8 million for is get designs 
done and get what’s called a 
disinfectant study done.” 

The disinfectant study 
would determine whether ul-
traviolet light or chlorine treat-
ment is most appropriate for 
Petersburg’s system. Each op-
tion comes with distinct chal-
lenges – UV requires 
significant electrical power 
generation, while chlorine re-
quires both chlorination and 
de-chlorination before dis-
charge into Frederick Sound. 

In 2024, Petersburg voters 
approved borrowing capacity 
for utility upgrades including 
the disinfection upgrade at the 
wastewater plant, but the bor-
ough says it must find grant 
funding to avoid unaffordable 
rate increases. 

“To borrow that much 
money, it would be a massive 
hit to everybody ... I’m not sure 
even doubling our rates would 
be enough,” Giesbrecht said of 
the potential impact on 
ratepayers without federal or 
state assistance to meet the up-

dated EPA requirements.  
Though the funding is one 

step closer this week, “I’m not 
telling anybody that the 8 mil-
lion is a slam dunk until we get 
an official letter that says the 
money is on its way,” Gies-
brecht said. “I don’t want to get 
false hopes up.” 

 
The other projects at the top of 
the borough priorities list are:  

— Petersburg Medical Cen-
ter long-term care center im-
provements: $32 million for 
construction and interior 
build-out of Phase 3, following 
completion of the Wellness, 
Education & Resource Center 

— Papke’s Landing Facility 
repairs: $40,000 for conceptual 
design work on the deteriorat-
ing facility 

— South Harbor ADA 
ramps: $3 million to add 
longer, Americans with Dis-
abilities Act-compliant ramps 
that maintain reasonable 
slopes at low tide 

— Petersburg Airport bypass 
road: $2 million for engineer-
ing and design 

— Children’s Center expan-
sion: $2.24 million 

— Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment training area: Property 
acquisition on Mitkof Highway 
to allow relocation of Fire Sta-
tion 2 and free up space for 
Scow Bay development 

— Community Cold Storage 
improvements: $250,000 for 
floor drains and concrete work 
to support value-added pro-
cessing operations 

 
JOBS 

 
Homeport Electronics is hiring 
a low voltage installer. Join our 
growing team! Work on network 
cabling, IP cameras, satellite in-
stalls, and more across residen-
tial, commercial, and marine 
projects. Experience preferred. 
Must be reliable and willing to 
learn. Full-time position with 
year-round work. Email resume 
to brittany@homeportelectron-
ics.com // Visit Homeportellec-
tronics.com for full job 
description. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-11b52 

First Bank is looking for a Cus-
tomer Service 
Representative/Teller for the Pe-
tersburg Branch. If you like to 
work with customers, enjoy prob-
lem solving, are dependable, and 
you are interested in the position, 
stop by the branch and let’s talk 

about it. Previous experience is 
not required. Application can be 
found online at www.First-
BankAK.com or at the branch. 

We offer competitive salaries, 
health insurance, paid holidays, 
vacation, 401 (k) retirement 
plans, employees stock owner-
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Public Notices
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• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

“Break Between Storms" was painted by local plein air artist 
Don Cornelius in 2008. Working with alkyd, a  fast-drying oil 
paint, Cornelius featured the landmark Lutheran Church on 
Excel Street, with its distinctive steeple and red roof, in crisp 
detail while the trees of Petersburg Mountain are rendered in 
an impressionist style that provides a soft, dark backdrop to the 
peaceful wintery scene.  

Cornelius has been making art since he was a young boy and 
continues to paint in his mid-eighties. He and his wife, fellow 
artist Karen Cornelius, find inspiration close to home in the 
Tongass National Forest and through  traveling to explore the 
arctic tundra, alpine ridges, coastal old growth forests and 
beaches of the western U.S. and beyond. 

The purchase of this artwork was made possible through the 
generous support of the Rasmuson Foundation Art Acquisition 
Fund. 

Information and photos for this column are provided by the 
Clausen Memorial Museum.

Artifact Archive

Public Notices
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• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW
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Classifieds

www.islandref.com 
 or visit the office in Petersburg located  

at 908 S. Nordic (Alaska Commercial Electronics building)

Storage Space for RENT 
for Trailers/Boats/Vehicles 
•Open Storage  
•Containers  
   Available (Dry)  
   

ACE

S. Nordic Drive

Gas  
station

Nordic 
Automotive

Common 
Grounds

LLC

Call 

907-772-3310

107A  
Dock  
Street

Deadline for Fire/EMS, Fire Suppression System, Disabled Veterans 
and Senior Citizen, and Non-Profit Exemption Applications  

Property Assessments Mailed Out 

Appeal Period 

Board of Equalization @ 12pm 

Delivery of Final Assessment Roll to Assembly 

Mill Rate of Tax Levy set by Assembly 

Property Tax Invoices Mailed 

Property Taxes Due, 4:30 pm Finance Office

PUBLIC NOTICE

2026 Property Tax Timeline

February 17, 2026 

 
February 27, 2026 

March 1 – March 31, 2026 

April 14, 2026 

By May 4, 2026 

Prior to June 15, 2026 

July 1, 2026 

October 15, 2026

Published: January 8 and 22, 2026

The Petersburg Borough would like all property owners to be aware of the assessment and 
tax schedule for the 2026 calendar year. Forms and information can be found online or in 
our office.

Petersburg Borough Finance Office 
Open 8-4:30 Monday-Friday  
Call 772-4425 ex 3 or stop by 12 South Nordic Drive 
www.petersburgak.gov 

Here to keep you warm 
throughout the winter season!

ASK ABOUT  
NEW UPDATED  
TOYOSTOVE MODELS

� FREE PRICE QUOTE AND HEATING EVALUATION, Monitor 

brand stoves have been discontinued since 2011 and OEM parts are no 

longer being produced. Call for additional information and current prices 

for replacing aging heating systems with readily available products.

Now Installing Energy Star Rated HEAT PUMPS!  
Upgrade Your Home Comfort Today!

KIVISTO REPAIR 
HEATING SERVICES  

 
(907)-650-0320   •   rkivisto11@gmail.com 

P.O. Box 1781, Petersburg, AK 99833

PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on Tuesday, January 13th, 2026,  

at 12:00 pm will be holding a meeting and conducting a public hearing in the Assembly Chambers 
located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comment on 
the following: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Published: January 8, 2026

Consideration of an application from Central Council Tlingit 
Haida for a minor subdivision at 1200 Haugen Drive (PID: 
01-012-010). 
 
Recommendation to the Borough Assembly regarding a 
vacation of a portion of the North 9th Street right-of-way.  
 
Recommendation to the Borough Assembly regarding a rezone of a proposed lease lot at 
the end of Dock St. from un-zoned to Industrial with Marine Industrial overlay. (PID: 00-
000-000) 
 
Recommendation to the Borough Assembly to pursue a land exchange with Tidal Networks 
for the Rory Rd property for publicly owned land for the purpose of relocating a planned 
communications equipment tower to a lower impact area, such as the shooting range. 

A. 

 
 

B. 

  
C. 
 
 

D.

Silver Bay Seafoods, Petersburg  
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

FACILITY MAINTENANCE 
JOB OPENING

                           Applicants to apply 
online at silverbayseafoods.com  

or call (907) 772-4294 for  
more information.

Senior Meals  

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+ 
and their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted 
living facility). Dinner is served at 5 p.m. All meals are suggested 
donation only. Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-
4331 before noon for reservations. 

Monday, January 12 
Vegetable Beef Soup, Half of a Ham and Cheese Sandwich, 

Green Salad, Muffin 
Tuesday, January 13 

BBQ Ribs, Macaroni Salad, Celery Sticks, Yogurt Cup, Granola 
Bar 

Wednesday, January 14 
Fish Wrap, Fries, Orange, Milk, Brownie 

Thursday, January 15 
Liver and Onions, Mashed Potatoes, Mixed Vegetables, Fruit 

Salad, Biscuit 
Friday, January 16 

Tuna Melt, Chips, Pickle Slices, Yogurt Cup, Banana 

Public Notice 
Central Council Tlingit and Haida Tribes of Alaska (CCTHITA)

would like to place a notice for a proposal to construct a new
telecommunications tower on an existing developed parcel.
Installation would include a 150-foot self-supported tower, 12’ by 12’
steel platform, 2’ wide waveguide bridge, diesel generator, multi-
tenant H-frame, 60’ by 60’ chain link fence, 15’ wide gravel access
driveway and gravel turn around area. The proposed project is located 
at Rory Road (Parcel ID: 02-082-120), Petersburg, AK 99833,
Latitude: 56.679391, Longitude: -132.929679, Section 11, Township
60 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian. If any member of 
the public believes that the proposed facility construction may have 
an effect on Historic Properties, they can submit comments to 
CCTHITA’s cultural resource consultant: Amy Ramirez, DOWL
Senior Architectural Historian, 5015 Business Park Blvd., Suite 4000, 
Anchorage Alaska 99503, 907-865-1164, aramirez@dowl.com 
Published: January 8 and 22, 2026

Public Notices
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• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

 
By ORIN PIERSON 
Pilot writer

Assembly approves projects priority list; wastewater funding inches forward
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January 8, 1926 – As it 
happened, it did not require a 
real eruption to start outsiders 
talking about Alaska and her 
prize mountain. No sooner had 
apparition appeared on the 
distant slopes than wires were 
going thick and fast to various 
news associations in the states. 
It required several verbose 
messages to the Associated Press 
to convince that great news 
dispensing organization that the 
mountain had not joined forces 
with Congressman Free to wipe 
the Territory off the map. 

 
January 12, 1951 – Petersburg 

came through splendidly in 
cooperating with the voluntary 
blackout imposed Wednesday 
night to test wartime 
arrangements. There are two 
types of warnings of impending 
danger. The Blue Alert, two one-
minute blasts of the siren, is a 
general alert that requires 
citizens to black out both homes 
and businesses and to stay off 
the streets. It signifies the 
proximity of enemy aircraft. A 
Red Alert, a three-minute blast 
of the siren, means enemy 
aircraft are overhead and 
demands that everything be 
dark and even air raid wardens 
must take cover. It signifies 
enemy attack is imminent. The 
All-Clear signal is three ten-
second blasts. Cheerfully, with 
neither grumbling nor panic, 

most of the townspeople turned 
out lights at 7 p.m. and kept 
them out till the all-clear 
sounded at 7:30. Everyone hopes 
there will never be any need for 
the real thing, but as a matter of 
common sense it is wise to find 
out whether this first 
requirement of wartime would 
work. At a well-atttended Civil 
Defense meeting Monday night, 
Superintendent L.L. Wingard 
spoke of school defense 
preparation. He said that until 
the adults had their program 
functioning he does not believe 
the children should be “stirred 
up” by air raid drills. He 
promised, however, that all 
possible precautions will be 
taken. A Blue Alert would allow 
time for children to reach their 
homes, while a Red Alert would 
require that they take cover at 
school.  

 
January 14, 1976 – City 

councilman Max Worhatch has 
been named to the Small Cities 
Advisory Council (SCAC) of the 
National League of Cities. He 
joins Jim Rolle, councilman from 
Fairbanks, as the only 
representatives from Alaska. The 
SCAC, for cities with 
populations under 50,000, is 
charged with keeping local 
regions’ small towns informed 
on national League of Cities 
issues and keeping the League 
informed of the unique problems 
found in the nation’s smaller 
cities. The SCAC was established 
“as a result of widespread and 
growing concern among smaller 
communities about their ability 
to participate in federal 
programs and their role in the 
national League of Cities,” 
according to the League. 

Worhatch received his 
appointment in a telephone call 
from Washington, D.C., in 
December.  

 
January 4, 2001 – “We let her 

out at about 11:30 on New Year’s 
Eve,” said Fran Jones, referring 
to her 11-year old basset hound 
Maggie. The low-rider canine, 
frightened by fireworks, ran off 
and didn’t come home. “We 
went out looking and calling and 
there were no Magggies. We 
went downtown, where it was 
dead quiet, and figured we’d see 
something, but no Maggies.” 
During nearly a week away from 
home the Jones and many 
volunteers searched high and 
low for her. On Friday morning 
at about 8:30, Glo DeBoer at the 
Harbormaster’s office heard a 
noise coming from underneath 
the NorQuest dock. She didn’t 
give it much thought at first. She 
said she thought the noise was 
sea lions in the throes of passion. 
“It didn’t sound like a dog,” she 
said. At about the same time 
Norquest’s Gene Kawashima 
also heard the noise and called 
fleet manager Joe Greinier out 
onto the dock to listen. “The 
noise was indescribable,” 
Greinier said. “At first it 
sounded like it was coming from 
across north harbor and it had 
an echo chamber sound to it.” 
After listening for a short time 
Greinier walked down the 
harbor ramp and realized the 
sound was coming from right 
under their noses. Greinier said 
that after searching a bit he could 
see Maggie’s head and one paw 
sticking out of a hole in the 
bulkhead. “The dog had walked 

down the catwalk – how ironic,” 
he said. “I told her to hang on 
and that I’d be right back. She 
quit barking after that and didn’t 
make a peep. I think she knew 
she was going to be okay.” He 
and Loni Morin borrowed a skiff 
and went under the dock to free 
Maggie from the hole she was 
wedged in. “She was pretty darn 
weak. I’d venture to say that she 
was walking on the beach as the 
tide was coming in and that she 
got in there and couldn’t get out. 
I couldn’t see her being there 
through a change in tides,” 
Greinier said. He hadn’t heard 
the missing dog reports on 
KFSK, but as he was walking up 
the dock with Maggie after the 
rescue, Kupreanof resident 
Emily Merriam was just pulling 
up to the float. “I asked her if she 
knew whose dog this was. You 
should have seen her. She turned 
around so fast she darn near 
went in the drink,” he said. 
Merriam ushered Greinier and 
the dog into the Harbormaster’s 
office and called the Jones’ to 
report the find. “I was shocked!” 
Fran said. Maggie was wet and 
scared and had lost 5 to 6 
pounds, but this week she’s been 
enjoying the royal treatment 
while she works to get her 
strength back. “She gets to eat 
whatever she wants now,” Jones 
said. After a visit from Dr. Jane, 
Maggie is happy and healthy, 
but she declined to comment on 
her excursion. When asked 
where she was for the five-day 
adventure, she simply wagged 
her tail, laid another heavily-
salivated kiss on Fran and 
cuddled deeper down into her 
bed on the living room floor.  

Yesterday’s News News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 

ship plans and educational oppor-
tunities. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-13b77 

The Salty Pantry is looking for 
enthusiastic full-time and part-
time people to join our team. Con-
tact Mindy at 907-518-0571 or 
stop in the Salty Pantry at 14 
Harbor Way. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn10-30b29 

Petersburg Indian Association 
has a job opening for an ICWA 
Case Worker. This is a permanent, 
part-time position that will pay 
$30-$35/hr. This position will be 
open until filled. The full job de-
scription is available at 
piatribal.org or at the PIA front 
desk. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn9-11b43 

Join the PW Insurance Team! 
We are hiring a customer service 
representative with the opportunity 
to transition to an insurance pro-
ducer if desired. The ideal candi-
date is enthusiastic, detail-oriented, 
and willing to learn. We are look-
ing for someone with customer 
service experience and strong 
communication skills. If you thrive 
in fast-paced environments and 

enjoy building relationships, this 
is the job for you! Salary DOE, 
minimum starting wage $24 per 
hour. Please call 907-772-3858 
or text 907-802-5366 for more 
information or visit www.p-
wins.com/job-posting to apply. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-15b84 

Wanted: boat/crew to harvest 
outside southeast black cod.  
907-738-1439 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-1b9 

 
FOR SALE 

 
For Sale: Turn-key house & 2.5 
acres with water front, southern 
exposure, trail system, dock ac-
cess, in Kupreanof across from 
Petersburg. $395,000. Call 
907.518.4047 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-13b24 

 
MISCELLAnEOUS 

 
Classified deadline is 5 p.m. 
each Tuesday for ads appearing 
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-8dh 

Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens to 
crayons. We’ve got it all. 207 N. 
Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x1-8dh

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Jan 8  8:26a  3:31p     7:05hrs 
Jan 9  8:25a  3:33p     7:08hrs 
Jan 10  8:24a  3:35p     7:10hrs 
Jan 11  8:23a  3:36p     7:13hrs 
Jan 12  8:22a  3:38p     7:15hrs  
Jan 13  8:21a  3:40p     7:18hrs 
Jan 14  8:20a  3:42p    7:21hrs 

          High  Low  Precip    Snow   
12/31  33      24      0.84       2.2
1/1      26       8       T         T
1/2       16      3     T       0.6   
1/3       16       3       T      0.1    
1/4      15      5      0.06     2.4 
1/5      34      15     0.20     4.2  
1/6        36      32   0.37         T
This Week’s Precipitation: 1.47” 
This Week’s Snow: 9.5” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
JANUARY 2026 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.

 8   Thu 
 9       Fri     
10    Sat 
11  Sun 
12 Mon  
13     Tue    
14 Wed            

   4:33 
5:14 
5:58 
6:47 
7:43 
8:44 
9:44 

16.1 
15.6 
15.0 
14.5 
14.2 
14.2 
14.5 

  4:32 
5:25 
6:29 
7:49 
9:18 

10:31 
 11:25 

14.6 
12.9 
11.5 
10.7 
10.7 
11.3 
12.1 

10:41 
 11:37 

.... 
0:23 
1:21 
2:31 
3:42 

3.0 
3.4 

... 
4.2 
5.5 
6.3      
6.5 

10:53 
11:36 
12:39 
1:50 
3:03 
4:07 
4:59 

1.0 
2.7 
3.7 
3.7 
3.3 
2.7 
1.8

 

772-4234  •  800-950-4265

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

 
Showings: 

Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  
Sunday @ 4 pm

Concessions available. 
Credit cards accepted.

The Spongebob Movie: 
Search for Squarepants 

1h 28m • Rated PG 

Family/Adventure

Coming Soon:  
David 
Avatar 

Anaconda

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

SUN 1/11     KENNICOTT   08:45 P.M. 
MON   1/19     KENNICOTT  01:45 A.M. 
SUN 1/25     KENNICOTT   08:45 P.M. 
MON   2/2      KENNICOTT  01:00 A.M. 
SUN 2/8       KENNICOTT   08:15 P.M. 

WED  1/14     KENNICOTT   05:00 A.M. 
WED  1/21     KENNICOTT   04:00 A.M. 
WED  1/28     KENNICOTT   03:30 A.M. 
WED  2/4       KENNICOTT   03:30 A.M. 
WED  2/11     KENNICOTT   02:45 A.M.

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

THURSDAY,  January 8 
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 
Wiggle & Giggle: Stories and Playtime:11:00am, Public Library 
Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Holy Cross House 
Petersburg Science Series: The Landfall and Tsunami in Tracy Arm: 
6:30pm, Public Library 

 
FRIDAY,  January 9 

Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church 
Bingo: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY, January 10 
Free Crafting Day: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Church at 2nd and Fram 
Jigsaw Puzzle Competition: 1:00pm, Public Library 
 

SUNDAY, January 11 
Knitting Group - All Welcome: 2:00pm, Mt. View Manor Social Hall 

 
MONDAY, January 12 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Burger Night: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
 

TUESDAY, January 13 
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 
Taco Tuesday: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 

 
WEDNESDAY, January 14 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Rotary Meeting: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 
Free Dinner For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 
 

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 

 call us at 772-9393 or email pilotpub@gmail.com

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• CERTIFIED NURSE ASSISTANT - ON THE JOB TRAINING 
• Paid training at $20.25 per hour 
• Wage increase to $22.70 upon State of Alaska certification 
• Shift differentials: $2.50 Weekends / $3.00 Nights 
 

• COOK 
• Starting wage $21.20 per hour, dependent upon experience 
• Shift differentials - $2.50 weekends / $1.75 evenings 
 
  
 

SCAN CODE 
to view position  
descriptions & to 

apply online 
Additional career 

opportunities  
are listed at 
pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at 
www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance • Enrollment in State of AK PERS 

• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave  
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

Home Care In Petersburg 
Experienced, caring, and 

community-focused 

Meet our team: Shirley, Ruby, Veronica, Kelsey, and Amber (not pictured)

 Job 
Openings

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

BENEFITS INCLUDE:  
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement • Paid Time Off 

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Full job descriptions and employment applications  
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at  

 https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,  
12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at tiffany.glass@petersburgak.gov  

Call Tiffany at 907-772-5404 for more information.

 
 
Police Officer:  •

   $34.33/hour 
12-hour rotating shifts 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour 

 
Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor:     •

   $20.67/hour 
On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided! 
Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour and Grave shift = $1.25/hour 
 
Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer:  •

   $26.81/hour - 12-hour shifts: 
Training Provided, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250 at one year. 
 
Motor Pool Mechanic 1: $28.69/hour OR  •

    Mechanic 2: $34.06/hour 
Title/position is based on skills/experience and department needs. Possession of a 
Class A or B Commercial Driver’s License is preferred; ability to obtain the required 
CDL as soon as possible will be considered.

• Med. 20-30 count @ $135   
•  Large U18@ $145, • Jumbo U13@ $180 

 
P.O. Box 1308 • 1000 S. Nordic Dr. Petersburg, AK 99833 

Phone: (907) 772-4240 •  Fax: (907) 772-4210 

FAS SHRIMP 
AVAILABLE IN  

5 LB PACKAGES

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

Musical Equipment & Lessons 
Accepting used instruments 
for consignment & purchase. 

223 S. Nordic Dr.

907-978-6365

Public Notice 
Petersburg Borough 

Adoption of Ordinance #2025-16 
 

Ordinance # 2025-16:�An Ordinance Amending Chapter 4.04 
of the Municipal Code, Entitled “Purchasing”, to Update Bid 

and Proposal Submission Procedures 
 

Copies of this ordinance is posted at the municipal offices at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, the US Post 
Office, the City of Kupreanof, the 
Library, and the Municipal Harbor 
office for review during normal 
office hours.   
Published: January 8, 2026 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the



Some Petersburg residents spent the day 
in single-digit temperatures and several feet 
of fresh snow Dec. 20 to participate in the 
annual Christmas Bird Count, documenting 
57 species and a total of 7,318 birds around 
Mitkof Island. 

“The Christmas Bird Count weather this 
year provided a snow challenge unlike any 
we’ve had for many years,” said Brad 
Hunter, who coordinates the Mitkof Island 
bird count which has been conducted annu-
ally since 1989. 

“Most people involved commented that 
there didn’t seem to be many birds this 
year,” said Hunter. 

The survey results confirmed those obser-
vations for passerine, or perching birds. 
Only 327 land birds were spotted this year, 
down from 510 in 2024 and 891 in 2023. 

“If the low number of passerines contin-
ues into the future, it raises alarm bells that 
our winter passerine populations may be in 
trouble for Mitkof.” Hunter noted that the 
absence of finch species likely contributed 
to the decline.  

“The finches are known for being irrup-
tive and nomadic; here one year, gone the 
next, dependent upon where the good cone 
crops are located across the continent.” 

The Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird 
Count, now in its 126th year, is the nation’s 
longest-running community science bird 
project, with data collected by citizen scien-
tists used to monitor changes and trends in 
bird populations nationwide. 

Petersburg’s numbers will soon be added 
by Hunter into that nationwide pool of ob-
servational data. 

While this year’s land bird numbers were 
down, gulls were unusually abundant with 
3,342 counted, more than double last year’s 
1,372. Hunter said without the elevated gull 
numbers, the total bird count would have 
been significantly lower than past years. 

This year a record high number of five 
Anna’s hummingbirds were counted on 
Mitkof Island. The previous record was 
three, and most years none are seen during 
the count. 

A Northern Harrier was spotted this year 
by Heather Bauscher and Eric Castro, a first 
ever sighting during the count on Mitkof Is-
land. 

Nine Trumpeter Swans were counted, 
which is more than the two counted last 
year but well below the 35-year-average of 
23.37. 

And one notable character who didn’t 
make the count was a Black-bellied Plover, 
the one day before count-week started. 
Hunter said that bird “is very unusual for 
this time of year … hopefully it is basking 
in a much warmer place by now.” 

Fourteen people participated in field sur-
veys on the island —returning to the same 
routes they’ve surveyed in previous years 
to maintain consistency in the data—while 
around a dozen others counted birds at 
their feeders.  

“It is valuable having knowledgeable 
folks who know the routes, birds, and pro-
tocols, providing consistency for the re-
sults,” Hunter said. 

Wastewater disinfection 
funding inches forward

see page 3

Gifts from local businesses 
for the first baby of the year

Two seats on Tribal Council 
remain vacant after election

see page 8 see page 8
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Rexall Drexall Drugug
“We treat your family as we treat our own.”

We’ll Give  

You Tax Receipts  

for Prescriptions  

We Filled  

For You.

Eliminate 
Unnecessary Stress

www.petersburgrexalldrug.com               
On Main Street • 772-3265 • Closed Sunday 

GET ORGANIZED FOR 2025 TAXES 
• File Folders 
• Binders 
• Staplers 
• Spiral Notebooks & More

THIS TIME OF YEAR, YOU DON’T NEED TO  
BE RUMMAGING FOR TAX RECEIPTS.  

With 24-hour advance notice, we’ll provide you with a  
comprehensive print-out of everything we filled for you 

in 2025. Just call in your request and we’ll drop the 
print-out in the next days mail. This is just another way 
we watch out for you. And another reason for trusting 

us with your health — and sanity.

Petersburg birders spot 57 species  
during snowy Christmas count
 
By ORIN PIERSON 
Pilot writer

The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly has approved having 
temporary sales tax exemption 
cards available for seniors with 
pending eligibility. 

Petersburg voters passed a 
proposition this fall that limits 
the town’s senior sales tax ex-
emption to only seniors who 
qualify as low-income. That eli-
gibility is determined by the 
state’s income-based Senior 
Benefits Payment Program.  

As the Borough’s qualification 
change goes into effect in Janu-
ary, seniors applying for an ex-
emption card need to show the 
Petersburg Borough’s finance 
office proof of eligibility from 
the state. But some seniors have 
told the Borough that it’s taking 
the state months to process ap-
plications, and borough officials 
say that could delay seniors 
from getting their local exemp-
tion card.  

Because of the backlog con-
cern, the Assembly unani-

mously passed a resolution that 
lets the Borough issue tempo-
rary exemption cards to seniors 
who show proof of a pending 
application with the state. The 
resolution was originally slated 
for a vote in December, but the 
last Assembly meeting was can-
celled due to weather condi-
tions. 

The move allows seniors who 
are waiting to hear back from 
the state about their eligibility to 
still get the sales tax exemption 
in the meantime. A temporary 
card is valid for six months at a 
time, or until the applicant hears 
back from the state. 

 
This story was first published 

at kfsk.org and is reprinted here 
with permission.

 
By OLIVIA ROSE 
KFSK Radio

Borough to issue temporary 
senior sales tax exemption 
cards amid state backlog

Though the state will have two ferries that could operate next 
summer on the popular route between Bellingham, Washington, 
and Alaska, it will park the Kennicott at the dock in Ketchikan, 
keeping it out of service for the fourth summer in a row due to a 
persistent crew shortage. 

The Alaska Marine Highway System has suffered from chronic 
crew vacancies ever since it tried to resume full service in 2022 
after deep cuts to its schedule — and staffing — in 2021-2022 when 
the COVID-19 pandemic shut down travel. 

Crew layoffs, resignations and retirements have cut deeply into 
employee numbers, leaving the system short of enough workers 
to keep all of its vessels in the water — despite repeated efforts to 
hire new staff. 

The Columbia, which is currently in the shop for winter over-
haul and maintenance, is scheduled to go back to work on the 
Bellingham-to-Southeast route for the May 1 through Sept. 30 
summer schedule. The Kennicott, which is filling in for the Co-
lumbia on the route this winter, will park for the summer. 

“While the Kennicott and Columbia are both available this sum-
mer, we currently only have the crewing for one vessel,” Shannon 
McCarthy, communications director for the Alaska Department of 
Transportation, reported in an email Dec. 31. 

The draft summer schedule, released for public comment last 

 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel

Lack of crew will 
keep state ferry tied 
up again this summer

Seven hundred and sixty-nine long-tailed duck were counted which, aside from gulls, made them 
the most numerous bird in this year’s Christmas Bird Count. There were, however, only a third as 
many long-tailed duck seen this year compared to last year’s count of 2,168. 

Photo courtesy of  Becky Knight

week, shows the same level of 
service to Petersburg as in re-
cent years: A weekly north-
bound sailing on Sundays and 
a weekly southbound stop on 
Wednesdays on the route be-
tween Bellingham and Skag-
way. 

Comments on the proposed 
schedule are due Tuesday, Jan. 
13, and can be emailed to 
dot.amhs.comments@alaska.go
v. 

Or the public can provide 
comments at a Zoom teleconfer-
ence at 9 a.m. Jan. 13.  

The Zoom link is 
us06web.zoom.us/j/826085317
72.  

The Columbia and the Kenni-

cott are the marine highway’s 
largest operational ships. The 
Columbia was tied up 2019-
2023 to save money, while the 
Kennicott has sat idle during 
the summer months since 2023 
for lack of crew. 

The ferry system’s third large 
ship, the Matanuska, has been 
out of service since 2022, tied up 
in Ketchikan, and used as a 
floating hotel for crew while the 
state decides the fate of the 63-
year-old ship, which is riddled 
with rusted steel. 

The Matanuska is the oldest 
vessel in the fleet, though even 
the younger ones have spent 
considerable time in shipyards. 

The 28-year-old Kennicott 
was out of service for most of 

2025 for the installation of new 
generators.  

In addition to the single ferry 
on the Bellingham-to-Southeast 
route, the draft summer 2026 
schedule is pretty much the 
same as recent years, with the 
Hubbard running almost daily 
between Juneau, Haines and 
Skagway in Lynn Canal, and 
the LeConte running between 
Juneau and Gustavus, Hoonah, 
Tenakee and Pelican and An-
goon. 

The Marine Highway System 
will start accepting reservations 
online for summer travel as 
soon as management adopts a 
final schedule after the public 
comment period. 

 

Continued from page 1
Kennicott

Continued on page 12

Petersburg area mountain 
snowpack has rebounded dra-
matically from near-record 
lows in early December to 
above-average depths at lower 
elevations, according to the last 
two months of snow surveys 
conducted by the U.S. Forest 
Service. 

The City Reservoir site at 550 
feet elevation measured 19.1 
inches of snow in early January, 
about 148% of the long-term av-
erage for this time of year. In 
early December, the same site 
had no snow at all. 

At the higher elevation 
Raven’s Ridge site at 1,650 feet, 

snow depth measured 28 inches 
in January — still only 72% of 
typical for this time of year. In 
December, that site had meas-
ured just 2.6 inches of snow, 
around one tenth of the average 
snowpack based on surveys 
dating to 1979. 

The January surveys found 
multiple ice crusts embedded in 
the snowpack — the result of 
repeated rain-on-snow events. 

The lower elevation site 
showed more dramatic melting 
effects, with a 2- to 3-inch layer 
of ice coating the ground. 

Forest Service Fisheries Biol-
ogist Eric Castro, who con-
ducted the snow surveys, noted 
that the recent snowfall has 
been far heavier than the 

lighter, drier snow that fell in 
early December. 

Cold snow falls as ice crystals 
with air space between the 
structures, creating a light mix-
ture, Castro explained. The re-
cent wet snow, by contrast, 
contains water-logged, satu-
rated ice crystals that weigh 
much more. 

“Every snow shoveler will 
likely have complained about 
the weight of this current 
snow,” Castro wrote in his 
monthly report. 

In informal measurements 
taken around downtown Pe-
tersburg, Castro found that 9 
inches of the recent wet snow 
weighed as much as 26 inches 
of the earlier, colder snow. 

 
By ORIN PIERSON 
Pilot writer

Petersburg snowpack swings  
from record low to above average

The first full moon of the new year rises over Frederick Sound 
on Sunday evening, Jan. 4.

Photo courtesy of Jean Pederson Curry

Moody moonrise




