
Unless the Alaska Marine 
Highway System can recruit 
enough workers by March 1 to 
restaff the unused Columbia, of-
ficials said the largest vessel in 
the fleet would remain tied to 
the dock for a third summer in a 
row. 

“Management is doing 
everything we can” to recruit 
and staff up, Katherine Keith, 

the ferry system’s newly hired 
change management director, 
told legislators last week. 

As of the first week of Janu-
ary, the state ferry system was 
short more than 350 workers — 
about half of the staffing level 
necessary — to operate the full 
summer schedule of seven ships, 
including the Columbia, serving 
Southeast, Prince William Sound 
and Southwest Alaska. 

Almost three-quarters of the 
vacancies were for entry-level 

stewards aboard the ships, de-
partment officials reported in a 
presentation at the House Fi-
nance Subcommittee for the 
Transportation Department 
budget on Feb. 8. 

The crew shortage comes 
from layoffs as ships were tied 
up to save money, and from res-
ignations exceeding new hires 
the past three years. While the 
ferry system hired about 190 
new employees 2019-2021, it had 
more than 230 resignations and 
about 45 retirements. Half of 
those resignations occurred in 
2019, the first year of the Gov. 
Mike Dunleavy administration 
when deep budget cuts to the 
ferry system led to reduced serv-
ice levels.  

The Columbia, which can ac-
commodate 50% more vehicles 
than the next largest ship in the 
fleet, has been held out of service 
to save money since fall 2019. 
The ferry system needs to re-
assemble a crew to put the ship 
back into operation. That will re-

quire a minimum of 125 new 
hires by March 1, to allow time 
for training and Coast Guard 
certification before entering 
service in May, officials testified 
at the House Finance Subcom-
mittee. 

The summer schedule antici-
pates the Columbia will resume 
its popular weekly runs between 
Bellingham, Washington, and 
Southeast Alaska early May 
through mid-September. But the 
ferry system is not accepting 
reservations for the sailings — 
not until it is confident the ship 
will be crewed and available for 
work, Rob Carpenter, Depart-
ment of Transportation deputy 
commissioner, told House mem-
bers. 

Until then, the Columbia is 
only “penciled in” for summer 
service, Carpenter said. 

If the 418-foot-long, 499-pas-
senger Columbia returns, it 
would give the state ferry sys-
tem two sailings a week to and 
from Bellingham, its most heav-

ily traveled route during the 
summer months. 

The vessel, almost 50 years 
old, is at the Vigor-operated 
Ketchikan shipyard, undergo-
ing its required Coast Guard 
certification to return to service, 
Carpenter said. 

The ferry system is offering 
$1,000 signing bonuses for new 
hires, Keith said, and is talking 
with unions representing ferry 
workers as it pursues options to 
restaff the ship. The Alaska Ma-
rine Highway System has been 
advertising nationwide for 
stewards and other workers 
since last fall. 

The $1,000 bonus requires a 
two-year commitment to stay 
on the job. Starting wages for 
entry-level stewards aboard the 
ferries are $21.36 an hour for 
Alaska residents and $17.48 for 
non-residents. 

The worker shortage is not a 
new problem. Ferry system offi-
cials reported last August that 
the Columbia’s return to service 
this year depended on restaffing 
the ship. 

It’s not just the Columbia that 
lacks a full crew. The Trans-
portation Department’s presen-
tation to the House 
subcommittee last week re-
ported crew shortages through-
out multiple job categories 
required to operate the full sum-
mer schedule for the rest of the 
fleet, regardless of the Colum-
bia. 

The department earlier this 
month signed a contract with an 
Anchorage-based search firm 
specifically to help recruit for up 
to 49 vacant onshore and on-
board positions, including jun-
ior engineers, seamen and 
oilers. The contract will pay 
$5,000 for each new hire 
brought in by the contractor, 
Alaska Executive Search. 
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Remember, you can access your accounts 
via Mobile Banking and Online Banking 

after hours – and deposit checks on your 
mobile phone.

 

Petersburg Branch  

is going to be closed 

on Monday, February 21

FirstBankAK.com    •   907.772.4277FirstBankAK.com    •   907.772.4277

FirstBankAK.com    •   907.772.4277

INVITATION TO BID 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Borough will receive sealed bids for the CULVERT 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT - PUBLIC WORKS SHOP YARD. The project generally consists of 
the install of a new 120”∅ aluminum culvert (210 l.f.) to replace existing 60”∅ steel culvert that has 
failed. The work will be done in a fish stream documented by Alaska Department of Fish & Game. 
There will be required construction timing windows and also a stream bypass system for work in the 
stream bed. Depth of fill to bottom of the new culvert is approximately 40 feet. The existing excavated 
material will be stored in the east yard of the project. This excavated material will be reused in the 
fill, minus any unsuitable material. 

 
The estimated construction cost for the base bid is between $500,000 & $1,000,000. All Work 

must be completed by September 15, 2022. 
 
Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Borough, Post Office Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 

99833, located upstairs in the Municipal Building, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
until 2:00 p.m. prevailing time on Friday, March 11, 2022 at which time the bids will be publicly 
opened and read aloud in the Assembly Chambers Conference Room. 

 
The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Public Works Office, located at 

303 South Second Street, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 (907) 772-4430. A non-refundable fee of $30.00 
made payable to the Petersburg Borough is required for each set of contract documents. Additional 
charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the documents by means other than first 
class mail. The Contract Documents may also be downloaded free of charge on the Petersburg  
Borough website (www.petersburgak.gov) under the sections “How Do I?” then “Bids and RFPs”. 
Downloading Contract Documents from the Petersburg Borough website requires completing a bid 
advertisement form to receive changes or addenda. Failure to fill out the form may adversely affect 
your proposal. It is the Offeror’s responsibility to insure that they have received all Addenda affecting 
this Solicitation. 

 
Petersburg Standard Specifications (CPSS) are available for an additional fee of $60.00 made  

payable to the Petersburg Borough or available for free on the Borough’s website 
www.petersburgak.gov. Additional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the 
documents by means other than first class mail. All documents may be obtained at the Public Works 
office. 

 
Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference that will be held in Petersburg 

on Wednesday, March 02, 2022, from 2:00 – 3:00 PM at the Assembly Chambers. Attendance by 
teleconference will be available by calling 1-800-315-6338. Callers will need to enter the following 
access code: # 94339. Technical questions regarding this project may be directed to the Public Works 
Director, Chris Cotta, (907) 772-4430. He is located at the Petersburg Public Works Office, located 
at 303 South Second Street, Petersburg, Alaska. 

 
Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check or certified check made payable to 

the Petersburg Borough in the amount of five percent of the total bid price. 
 
The Petersburg Borough reserves the right to reject any or all 

bids, to waive any informality in a bid, and to make award to the 
lowest responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the  
interest of the Borough. 

Authorized by: Steve Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 
Published: February 10, 17, 24 and March 3, 2022

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game announced 
the start of the 2022 Southeast Alaska commercial Tan-
ner crab fishery which opened on February 11 at noon 
after registration for the season closed. 

According to the announcement, core areas will be 
open until February 18 at noon for a total of seven fish-
ing days, non-core areas will be open until February 23 
at noon for a total of 12 fishing days, and exploratory 
area will be open until March 9 at noon for a total of 26 
fishing days. 

All three areas are open at the beginning of the sea-
son, but most of the effort is concentrated in the core 
areas  until their closure according to Joe Stratman, 
ADF&G’s lead shellfish biologist for Southeast. 

Additionally, no landings have been recorded in the 
exploratory area since its introduction in 2018. 

The season length is determined by the number of 
registered pots and the estimated mature male Tanner 
crab abundance biomass. 

This season’s biomass is estimated to be 5.81 million 
pounds, a 17% increase from last year. 

The number of pot vessels has also increased since 
last year, rising from 58 pot vessels to 64 for a total of 
5,120 registered pots. 

According to the announcement, due to the estimated 
mature male biomass and the number of registered 
pots, the commercial Tanner crab strategy will see two 
additional days of season length. 

Last season there was one additional day which saw 
six fishing days in core areas, 11 fishing days in non-
core areas, and 25 fishing days in the exploratory area.

2022 Tanner crab season opens on February 11
 
By CHRIS BASINGER 
Pilot writer

Adam Swanson hauls in a Tanner crab ring net in the Wrangell Narrows as a clear sky tries to burn off Monday’s fog. 

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

February 19 - March 5 
@ Clausen Memorial 

Museum  
203 Fram Street,  

Questions, call 907-772-3598

CLAUSEN MEMORIAL MUSEUM PRESENTS 

COMMUNITY  
PHOTOGRAPHY SHOW 

“Transported”

 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel writer

Lack of crew could keep Columbia tied to the dock 

Photo courtesy of Troy Larson

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR  
THE STATE OF ALASKA 

AT PETERSBURG 

In the Matter of the Estate of   ) 
  ) 

TANESA KATHRYN DEINHARDT, ) 
Person Who Died  Deceased.   ) 
DOB:  08/26/1981   ) 

  ) 
_____________________________ )  Case No. 1PE-22-3PR 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
You are notified that the court appointed Rebecca Lee as personal

representative of this estate. All persons having claims against the
person who died are required to present their claims within four (4) 
months after the date of the first publication of this notice or claims
will be forever barred.                                                        02/08/2022 

Rebecca Lee
PO Box 2103, Petersburg, AK 99833 

Phone: 509-385-9705 
Email: rebecca.lee.e@outlook.com

Published: February 17, 24 and March, 2022 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
PMPL SUPERIOR ROOF REPLACEMENT  
Petersburg Municipal Power and Light (PMPL), the electric 

department of the Petersburg Borough, requires the replacement 
of the roof on a 1965 vintage generator building, known as the 
Superior Building, which houses three standby generators and the 
power plant control room. The existing roof and a lower accessory 
roof will be removed and replaced per the terms and scope of 
work detailed in the RFP.  Copies of the full RFP, including 
photos of the existing structure, are available via the Petersburg 
Borough website or by 
contacting PMPL directly at 
907-772-4203. Deadline for 
submission of proposals is 
March 18, 2022 at 4:30pm.   

Authorized by  
Stephen Giesbrecht, Borough Manager 

Published: February 17, 24 and March 3, 2022

NOTICE OF ACTION  
TO QUIET TITLE TO REAL PROPERTY 

In the Superior Court of the State of Alaska, First Judicial

District at Petersburg, Kevin S. Loy, Plaintiff, v. The Estate of DAVID

SEVERENCE LOY, and Estate of BEVERLY ALICE LOY, (a.k.a.

Beverly A. Williams), and all other persons or parties known or

unknown, claiming any right, title, estate, lien, or interest in the real

estate described in the complaint of this action, Case Number

1PE-22-00007Civil. This is an action brought pursuant Alaska Statute

09.45.010 to quiet title in the following described real property located

in Petersburg, Alaska, Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial

District in the State of Alaska and is described as follows: 

Lots H and I, in U.S. Survey No. 3276, located in section 35,

Township 58 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian, in the

Petersburg Recording District, First Judicial District, State of Alaska,

TOGETHER WITH any and all improvements.   

Any person claiming a right, title, estate, lien or interest in the real

property described above must answer the Complaint within thirty (30)

days of the last date of publication of this Notice or the Court may

enter the relief requested by Plaintiff.  A copy of your Answer must be

filed with the Superior Court in Petersburg, Alaska, with a copy mailed

to counsel for Plaintiff, Brandon C. Marx, Law Office of Brandon C.

Marx, P.O. Box 6171, Sitka, Alaska  99835.  Dated February 15, 2022

Law Office of Brandon C. Marx by /s/ Brandon C. Marx, ABA

#0309039.  

Published: February 17, 24, March 3 and 10, 2022 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

The Southeast Alaska Power 
Agency (SEAPA) is seeking  
proposals from qualified industrial 
electric installation contractors to 
upgrade and extend the life of the 
Petersburg Substation, located in 
Petersburg, Alaska. Work shall be performed during the established 
outage dates of June 1-10, 2022. Proposals are due March 4, 2022 
at 4:00 p.m. AKST.  For a complete set of the bid documents with 
additional details, please navigate to: www.seapahydro.org/ 
opportunities/bids-projects 

Interested respondents may also dial (907) 228-2281 to request 
a copy from the SEAPA office.     
Published: February 17, 2022 


