
tered up to three times a year 
and students who demonstrate 
sufficient proficiency after the 
first screening will not have to 
repeat it. 

Students who show a skill de-
ficiency in reading will have to 
participate in an individualized 
reading improvement plan that 
will target the areas they need 
to develop. 

That could look like targeted 
small group instruction outside 
their core curriculum during 
the school day or intensive indi-
vidual reading intervention 
after school. 

The Petersburg School Dis-
trict has spent a considerable 
amount of time preparing for 
the act’s implementation and 
educating parents and staff 
about what is to come, but the 
district still has some questions 
that have yet to be answered. 

Though the final regulations 
of the Reads Act were expected 
to be released earlier, they are 
now slated to come out in April. 

The delay has meant that the 
district has not been able to fi-
nalize its strategy to meet the 
requirements of the act and has 
put more pressure on districts 
across the state. 

“The timeline is tight already 
and so I do think there’s some 
concern on our part just want-
ing to be as prepared as we pos-
sibly can whether it’s with the 
materials and resources them-
selves or the training we need 
to do or hiring the people that 
we need to hire and we need to 
know what all the requirements 
around that will be so that we 
can meet those deadlines,” Su-
perintendent Erica Kludt-
Painter said. 

At this point, the district is 
anticipating that the elementary 
school’s reading specialist, Eliza 
Warmack, will be in charge of 
developing the individualized 
plans and overseeing interven-
tion but they are also hoping to 
hire an additional reading spe-
cialist. 

They also believe that class-
room teachers will be involved 
in reading intervention in some 
capacity. 

“The goal is let’s fill the skill 
holes and then move them right 
on out of that intervention time 
to doing something else,” 
Kludt-Painter said. 

As part of its preparation, 
PSD will be doing a DIBELS 

pilot program this spring to see 
which students may have skill 
deficits and to train teachers on 
how to administer the screener 
before the real thing this fall. 

Under the act, if a student still 
has a skill deficiency after the 
spring screener school staff 
must meet with the student’s 
parent or guardian and can dis-

cuss whether the student 
should continue on to the next 
grade. 

If a third grader has a skill de-
ficiency after the spring 
screener a meeting will be held 
and the student will not ad-
vance to fourth grade unless a 
parent or guardian signs a 
waiver developed by DEED 
and the student participates in 
an additional 20 hours of indi-
vidual reading improvement 
plan services over the summer. 

Summer school, Kludt-
Painter said, is heavily depend-
ent on availability of staff and 
has been a challenge in the past. 

The question that has been 
looming over the entire imple-
mentation of the Reads Act is 
how will school districts be able 
to meet all the requirements 
and additional instruction 
needed without breaking the 
bank. 

The act included a $30 in-
crease to the Base Student Allo-
cation (BSA) but district staff 
have said that will not be 
enough to cover the potential 
hires and additional time out-
side normal instruction that will 
be necessary. 

PSD staff have advocated for 
increases to the BSA on the state 
level and there is currently an 
Alaska House bill proposing to 
increase the BSA by $1,250 and 
an Alaska Senate bill proposing 
to increase the BSA by $1,000 
but neither of the bills are guar-
anteed to pass. 

Gov. Dunleavy also an-
nounced two education bills at 
a press conference on March 7, 
one of which is aimed at sup-
porting teacher recruitment and 
retention by creating an incen-
tive program that would pay a 
lump sum to teachers across the 
state. 

Under that bill, certified full-
time teachers in Petersburg 
would receive a $10,000 bonus 
annually for the next three 
years. 

Another part of the gover-
nor’s proposal was to provide 
DEED with $5 million to go to-

ward supporting the Reads Act 
through conferences, trainings, 
materials, and professional de-
velopment. 

PSD is also seeking an in-
crease to the local contribution 
made by the Petersburg Bor-
ough in order to avoid a deficit 
next year. 

The other concern that the 
district has heading into the im-
plementation of the Reads Act 
is learning loss caused by the 
pandemic and excessive ab-
sences. 

“The amount of learning that 
takes place in the classroom, 
just because of the discussions, 
is huge, it’s immense. It’s one of 
the biggest learning [predic-
tors],” Conn said. 

“How do you teach some-
body to read when they’re not 
there? What happens then?” 

From October to December 
2022, Stedman Elementary 
School saw a total of 1,409.5 ab-
sences over 51 school days. 

A high number of absences 
could result in a higher likeli-
hood of students falling below 
the benchmark for reading pro-
ficiency, putting more pressure 
on the reading intervention pro-
gram and the district. 

“Teachers do a lot. They do a 
lot to make sure that everybody 
gets the same instruction at the 
same time and those that are 
missing they do a lot to make 
those up. I worry about that, I 
worry about the time and who’s 
going to do it and how they’re 
going to do it and if it can be 
done,” Conn said. 

“And done well because our 
teachers do want to do it well 
and they don’t want their kids 
to have holes and gaps and they 
want them to be able to move 
on and be successful,” Kludt-
Painter added. 

There were some discussions 
about making changes to the 
school calendar to better adapt 
to the challenges of island life, 
including increased travel time, 
but the school board ultimately 
approved a generally normal 
calendar for this next year.

HOUSES 
 

House for sale. 407 Lumber St. 

Two story, two bedroom, 1250 

sq ft, 5000 sq ft lot. Contact 

Stephen at 907-518-0566 or Ja-

cob at 907-518-1930. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn3-16b25 

 

 

FOR REnT 
 

Efficiency apartment on 
Nordic Drive above Pilot office. 

$800/month, $600 deposit plus 

last month’s rent. Heat & hot 

water provided. Washer & dryer 

on-site. No smoking and no pets. 

Call or text Anne 907-518-1912 

for application.  

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-9b34 

 

JOBS 
 

The Clausen Memorial 
Musuem is seeking a Museum 

Director. Responsibilities in-

clude, but are not limited to, 

overseeing collection manage-

ment and exhibit curation, re-
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENTS & BOE  
2023 Property Assessments have been mailed.  If you have not 

received your assessment, or if you have received one in error, 
please contact the Borough Finance Office as soon as possible.  

Please pay close attention to your assessment and the 
information on the back.  Appeal deadline is March 31, 2023 by 
4:30pm. Assessment and Appeal information can be found on the 
borough website or can be emailed or mailed to you at your 
request. If your appeal 
cannot be resolved with the 
assessor, the Board of 
Equalization will meet April 
17, 2023 during the regular 
6pm Assembly Meeting. The 
burden of proof lies with the petitioner, and not with the Assessor.  

For assistance, please call 907-772-5409 or email 
smccullough@petersburgak.gov 
www.petersburgak.gov/finance/page/property-tax 
 Published: March 2 and 16, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE 
INVITATION TO QUOTE  

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed quotes for the 
PIA BUILDING – RENOVATION  PROJECT -2023. The project generally consists of the remodel 
of two existing rooms on the second floor of the EP building at 15 North 12th Street in Petersburg, 
Alaska. The work is outlined in the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 - drawings. 
The contract quote will be for a BASIC QUOTE.  

All work must be completed on the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 by 
December 31, 2023.  

Sealed quotes (pages BP1 & BP2) will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association by hand 
delivery to Petersburg Indian Association. Located upstairs in the Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 
North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska, (Telephone 907-772-3636) until 11:00 a.m. prevailing time on 
March 30, 2023.  

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located 
at 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636), Petersburg, Alaska 99833.  

Prospective quoters are encouraged to visit the site before quoting.  
The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any or all quotes, to waive any 

informality in any quotes, and to award contracts as it may best serve the interest of the Petersburg 
Indian Association.  

This project is being supported, in whole or in 
part, by federal award number CPFFN0280 
awarded to PIA by the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury.   

Authorized by: Cris Morrison  
Published: March 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Petersburg School District is seeking quotes from licensed

providers for itinerant special education-related services in the
following areas:  Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Physical 
Therapy, and Educational Psychology. These services include
screening, evaluation, direct service contact, collaboration, and
training for the 2023-2024 school year. Contract specifications are
posted on the school district website at www.pcsd.us and are available
at the School District Office, 201 Charles W. Street, Petersburg, AK 
99833.  Contact Mara Lutomski at exec@pcsd.us or (877) 526-7656
ext 100 for additional information. Quotes are due by 4:00 pm on 
Friday, March 31, 2023.    
Published: March 16, 23, and 30, 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Board of Directors of the Southeast 
Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) will 
hold a Special Board Meeting 
electronically on March 21, 2023 at 
10AM AKDT. The purpose of the 
meeting is for discussions on 
negotiations regarding a CEO contract.  During the meeting, an Executive 
Session may be held for discussions regarding the Agency's CEO.  
For additional information, please call 907.228.2281.   
Published: March 16, 2023

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the
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   JOIN OUR TEAM!

 
Choose from many FULL-TIME &  
PART-TIME, benefited positions

 Current Openings: 
• Admissions/Patient Financial Account Representative 

• Clinic Coder and Medical Records Clerk 
• Clinic Reception / Insurance Specialist - Part time 
• On The Job Training - Certified Nurse Assistant 

• Dietary Assistant - Part Time   
• Hospital Facilities Engineer • Medical Assistant 

• Medical Technologist  
• Physical Therapist • Housekeeper / Laundry 

• Radiologic Technologist 
• Registered Nurse (RN) - Primarily Night Shift 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions  

& to apply online 
or look for your new career  

at pmcak.org
For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director  

Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719

 
There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

McG   Constructors, Inc.  
is seeking an onsite 

project administrator 
for the Blind Slough 

Hydro Electric  
Upgrades Project.  

Project starts May 1. 
Hourly $30-$35/Hr DOE. 

Please call 360.312.6578  
or email  

chad@mcgconstructors.com 
for more information.

LOCAL 
SHRIMP  
now available  

ON SALE $6/LB 
SIDESTRIPE SHRIMP TAILS

907-772-3662907-772-3662 
www.tonkaseafoods.com 
Mon. - Sat. 8a - 5p, closed for lunch 12p - 1p 

Closed Sundays

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

This weekend
Ant-Man and the  

WASP: Quantumania 
2h 5m • Rated PG-13 

Adventure/Action 
Showings: 

Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  
Sunday @ 4 pm 
Next weekend  
Creed III 
Concessions available.  
Credit cards accepted.

Continued from page 1
Reads Act

CHRIS BASINGER  / Petersburg Pilot

Superintendent Erica Kludt-Painter and Principal Heather Conn (not pictured) discuss how the Alaska 
Reads Act will affect the Petersburg School District at a forum attended by parents and community mem-
bers. 
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