
The Petersburg Emergency 
Operations Center reassessed 
the local COVID-19 risk level on 
Monday and lowered the com-
munity from a moderate risk to 
a low risk level.  

The decision comes as Peters-
burg recovers from a local out-
break. Petersburg was at a red 
risk level or COVID-19 trans-
mission for 22 days. The com-
munity was at an orange risk 
level for just one week before 
the EOC lowered it down to 
yellow. As of Wednesday, Pe-
tersburg has gone over seven 
days without a new case of 
COVID-19 being reported, ac-
cording to the borough’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard. How-
ever, Petersburg is still report-
ing eight active cases of 
COVID-19.  

Incident Commander Karl 
Hagerman said at the COVID-

19 community update on March 
19 that while the decline in ac-
tive cases is promising, it’s im-
portant to continue to follow 
mitigation strategies.  

“The more we get together 
and congregate while the virus 

is circulating in the community, 
the more chance there is for 
those case counts to go up 
again, and we’re down the rab-
bit hole again,” said Hagerman.  

He also asked the public to 
adhere to the local health man-
dates, particularly those that re-
late to interstate and intrastate 
travel. With some students and 
families returning to town after 
traveling for spring break, it’s 
important for those returning to 

Petersburg to get tested for 
COVID-19 at the Petersburg 
Airport, Hagerman said. 

It’s important for residents to 
get tested for the virus a second 
time five to seven days after re-
turning to town, he said. Some-
one may not have enough of a 
viral load to test positive for 
COVID-19 when they first ar-
rive in town but could test pos-
itive five to seven days later.  

Community & Economic De-

velopment Director Liz Cabrera 
said at the COVID-19 commu-
nity update on March 19 that 
the Small Business Administra-
tion is deferring its Economic 
Injury Disaster Loan program. 
Businesses who took out a loan 
through the EIDL program in 
2020 won’t have to start making 
payments on their loans until 
2022, and businesses that have 
taken out a loan in 2021 have 
had their loans deferred by 18 
months. Cabrera noted that in-
terest on the loans will still ac-
cumulate. 

March 31 is the deadline to 
submit applications for several 
relief programs. The application 
period for the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program ends on March 31, 
but the United States House of 
Representatives passed a bill to 
extend that deadline to May 31, 
said Cabrera. The legislation 
still has to go before the United 
States Senate, though. March 31 
is also the deadline for local 
non-profit organizations to 
apply for a grant through the 
Petersburg Community Foun-
dation. Additionally, March 31 
is the deadline for Alaskans to 
apply for the Permanent Fund 
Dividend.  

The deadline to apply for the 
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration Fish-
eries Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act 
funding program is April 23. 
Alaska has $50 million in relief 
through the program to help 
fishery-related businesses fi-
nancially impacted by the 
COVID-19. 

The Borough Assembly set April 28 as a potential 
date to hold a work session with the Petersburg Medical 
Center Board of Directors to discuss a new hospital fa-
cility at their Monday night meeting.  

The Borough Assembly was unanimously in its sup-
port of the meeting between the two entities, which is 
supposed to happen at least once a year. Assembly 
Member Bob Lynn, who is the assembly’s liaison to the 
hospital board, said the work session would allow the 
assembly to ask questions about the new facility and 
work off the same set of facts.  

“I would like to get into the strong details of where 
we need to go and see if we can build a consensus from 
there,” said Lynn. 

According to the agenda for the meeting, PMC offi-
cials will give an overview of their master plan for a new 
facility, discuss funding opportunities and layout what 
needs to be done next. Additionally, the Borough As-
sembly and the PMC Board of Directors will talk about 
the hospital’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
future of healthcare in Petersburg, the economic viability 
of a local hospital and the importance of healthcare in 
the community.  

Mayor Mark Jensen said he wanted to discuss the 
possibility of an outside entity running and owning a 
local hospital, which is also on the agenda for the meet-
ing. It’s important for the community to look at all op-
tions available to Petersburg, said Jensen.  

“We all realize we need a functioning medical facility 
in Petersburg,” said Jensen. “If we were to go forward 
with this and the medical center got the grants and what-
ever they needed to build this facility, still if the facility 

would financially fail, which no one would hope, the 
burden would be put back on the citizens of the commu-
nity.” 

Assembly Member Jeff Meucci also acknowledged 
the commitment of building a new hospital that would 
be put on the community. According to documents pre-
sented to the Borough Assembly, the construction of a 
new facility would cost an estimated $84 million. 

“I think there’s some heavy lifting that needs to get 
done by the hospital board and the hospital administra-
tor to help me understand the need for something as ex-
pensive as this,” said Meucci.  

The Borough Assembly voted unanimously to hold 
the joint meeting on April 28 but advised borough staff 
to coordinate a date that would also work for the PMC 
Board of Directors. 
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SPRING HOURS:  
Monday-Friday 10a-5p, Saturday 10a-4p 

101 B Nordic Dr • 907-772-2666 

The Cedar Box

Stop by and see 
our Sporting 

Goods selection: 
• Shortbus flashers 

• Fishing poles 
• Lines, swivels, leads &  
the best herring in town

From page 6. 

Crossword  
Answers

PETERSBURG EYE CARE 
PRISM OPTICAL OF ALASKA

VISITS EVERY OTHER 
Tuesday & Wednesday 

Eye exams, contact lenses  
and fashionable eyewear

For an eye exam appointment or questions,  
please call us at: 1-800-701-3999 

or schedule online at www.PrismBooking.com/Petersburg

Local Eye Care you can count on! Prism is proud to announce a 
visiting optometrist will be coming to Petersburg every other week 
to assist with your eye care and optical needs. Our new office is 
conveniently located on Sing Lee Alley, right across from the Sons 
of Norway. Come in for a free eyeglass adjustment and tune-up.First Baptist Church

 

Sunday:  Service will be livestreamed  
  on Facebook at 11 a.m. 

Wednesday: Meals will be distributed at the  
        Church from 6:00pm - 6:30pm  

Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets   
772-4563 

Please continue to check our  
Facebook page and website for updates 

at First Baptist Church Petersburg 
www.fbcpetersburg.com  

7 p.m. Message from Lee Corrao 
livestreamed via Facebook 

Due to the current 
situation, MVFS has 
received additional 

funding to provide meals 
5 times per week until 

further notice. All meals 
will be delivery only and 

delivery begins at 4:30 
weekdays.  

 
FRIDAY, March 26 

Baked Ham with 
Pineapple, Sweet Potatoes, 
Cauliflower, Fruit Salad, 

Ice Cream   
MONDAY, March 29 
Bacon Cheeseburger, 
French Fries, Pear & 

Romaine Salad, Fruit Cup   
TUESDAY, March 30 
Roast Beef, Mashed 

Potatoes, Green Beans 
with Onions & 

Mushrooms, Salad, Jell-O 
with Fruit   

WEDNESDAY, March 31 
Salty Pantry Dinner, 

Spinach & Ricotta Stuffed 
Chicken, Roasted 

Vegetables, Orzo Pilaf, 
Lemon Cake   

THURSDAY, April 1 
Meatloaf, Baked Potatoes, 

Green Beans, Shredded 
Lettuce & Beets, Pudding  

Please call Mountain View 
Food Service at 772-4331 be-
fore  noon  for reservations. 
Everyone age 60 and older, and 
spouses is eligible for senior 
meals. Dine at MVM or your 
own home at 5:00 pm. The menu 
is subject to change without no-
tice. Milk, juice, coffee, bread 
and/or rolls served with every 
meal. Get out of the house! 
Come support YOUR program! 

Flor's painting  

accepted in the 

International 

Guild of 

Realism 2021 

Spring Salon 

Online 

International 

Exhibit

Beth Flor has been accepted into the International Guild of Realism 2021 Spring Salon 
Online International Exhibit which is for juried members only. The painting Cabbage Heart 
was selected for the show running from March 20 - May 20 and may be seen on the guild’s 
website. Beth’s painting Spring Row will also be included in the Spring Show at 
Fountainhead Gallery in Seattle in April. 

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

PUBLIC NOTICE 
REQUEST FOR SERVICES 

The Petersburg School District is seeking quotes from licensed 
providers for itinerant special education-related services in the following
areas:  Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Physical Therapy, and
Educational Psychology.  These services include screening, evaluation, 
direct service contact, collaboration, and training for the 2021-2022 
school year.  Contract specifications are posted on the school district 
website at www.pcsd.us and are available at the School District Office, 
201 Charles W. Street, Petersburg, AK 99833.  Contact Mara Lutomski 
at exec@pcsd.us or (877) 526-7656 ext 100 for additional information. 
Quotes are due by 4:00 pm on Friday, April 2, 2021. 
Published: March 18, 25 and April 1, 2021

Senior 
Meals

Sprinkler failure
Water gushes out of a drain on the side of First Bank on March 19 while a bell rings loudly after a failure in the 
building’s fire suppression system caused water to follow through the system. Petersburg Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Assistant Fire Chief Dave Berg said had there been a fire, the heat from the flames would have melted a 
valve in the overhead fire suppression system, or sprinkler system. An air compressor would have then pushed 
water into the system and out the sprinkler head with the melted valve to extinguish the flames. Because water 
was pumped into the sprinkler system when there wasn’t a fire, and an exit for the water in a sprinkler head was 
present, water was forced out of the drain, and onto the street. 

Assembly, PMC 
board to mull 
new facility
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Mon. - Sat.  
10 to 5:30   

772-4440

SWEET SPRING ARRIVALS FOR  
HOME & GARDEN FROM.... 

Splash, Batela, Allen Designs, and Karma 
Books & Goodies for Easter Baskets and Easter Cards 

PETERSBURG COVID-19 DATA

As of Wednesday March 24.

 Includes out-of-state positive case reported

 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

EOC moves community back to low risk of COVID-19

BRIAN VARELA  / Petersburg Pilot


