
Though Wrangell appears to 
have led the state with its over-
all 56% increase in assessed 
property values this year, resi-
dents in Petersburg, Juneau and 
the Matanuska-Susitna Bor-
ough also are receiving signifi-
cantly higher assessment 
notices in the mail this month. 

Cordova, Nome and Valdez, 
too. 

Average home values in the 
Alaska communities are up 10% 
to 20%, part of a nationwide 
trend of rising property values 
the past few years as construc-
tion costs escalated, the supply 
of homes for sale was tight and 
buyers tried to close on deals 
before interest rates started ris-
ing last year. 

“It seems to be in almost 
every market that I’ve looked at 
we’ve seen rapid increases in 
values this last couple of years,” 
assessor Mike Renfro with the 
Appraisal Company of Alaska 
reported to the Petersburg Bor-
ough Assembly on March 20. 

That’s the same company the 
Wrangell borough contracted to 
conduct its property assess-
ments. 

Wrangell’s values increased 
a lot more than any other com-
munity because the municipal-
ity undertook a comprehensive 
review of every piece of prop-
erty in town. Many had not 
been reviewed in years, and 
borough officials said similar 
properties were assessed at dif-
ferent values, creating in-
equities and unfairness that 
needed to be corrected. 

Assessments are what mu-
nicipalities believe is a fair mar-
ket value for the property, not a 
tax bill. The actual tax rates and 
bills will go out this summer 
after cities and boroughs set 
their budgets and determine 
how much revenue they need to 
pay for public services. 

The increase in property val-
ues is not unique to any com-
munity and is being driven by 
housing shortages and rising 
costs of site preparation, mate-
rials, shipping and labor, ac-
cording to the Appraisal 
Company of Alaska report to 
the Petersburg assembly. 

Assessors statewide look at 

recent property sales to help de-
termine market values. 

The average residential 
property assessment in Peters-
burg went up by about 15% this 
year, with land values for com-
mercial lots going up 12% to 
20%. 

The company reported resi-
dential property values 16% to 
18% higher in Valdez, 5% to 
15% in Nome, and 16% to 18% 
in Cordova. 

In Juneau, the average in-
crease for residential property 
this year is around 16%, accord-
ing to Finance Director Jeff 
Rogers. 

In 2020, the median assessed 

value for a home in the Capital 
City was around $429,000. In 
2022, the median was around 
$527,000 — a 23% increase in 
just two years — Rogers told 
the Juneau Empire. 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Finance Director Cheyenne 
Heindel reported last month 
that residential values have in-
creased an average of 18% over 
the past two years. A normal 
year would see a 2.5% increase, 
Heindell said told Anchorage 
TV station KTUU. 

 
This story includes reporting by 

the Petersburg Pilot  

BOOK SALE! by Friends of 
Petersburg Libraries / Saturday, 
April 1 / 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Used book sales. All proceeds 
go to support Petersburg Public 
Library & the Petersburg School 
Libraries. 

Book donations for the sale 
are accepted at the Public 
Library Front desk during 
regular business hours 

Maker Space for Kids! / 
Tuesdays in April / 3:15 - 4:30 
p.m. / FREE / Open to kids 
grade 1-5 

This is an open ended, self-
directed opportunity for kids to 
create and play with ideas in 
Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Art & Math. 
Supplies provided. Details at 
psglib.org 

Stories in Motion! / 
Thursdays / 11:30 - 12:15 p.m. / 
For kids ages 0-3 with a 
caregiver 

Come sing, dance, and read 
stories with us for a rollicking 
good time! 

Science Series: Central 
Southeast Through Time with 
Emil Tucker / Thursday, April 
6 / 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Emil Tucker will be 
presenting aerial photographs 
and satellite images of Central 
Southeast from the 1920s 
through present day and 
discussing changes in the region. 
This is a collaboration with the 
Petersburg Marine Mammal 
Center and Sea Grant Alaska 
Marine Advisory Program. 

G.O.A.T Radio / Fridays 
from 2:30 - 4 p.m. on KFSK 
Community Radio 

The Library’s Group Of 
Advisory Teens (AKA: Greatest 
Of All Time!) 

Tune in and listen to our Teen 
Volunteers live radio show. 

Yoga with Karen Malcom / 
Saturdays, April 8, 15, 22 & 29  
/ 11a.m . -noon  /  $5 

For beginners and seasoned 
Yogis. Bring your own mat. 

Playful Journaling with Lisa 
Schramek-Adams / Saturday, 
April 8 / 1 - 3 p.m.  / $15 

Register at psglib.org 
Drawing the Face with Lisa 

Schramek-Adams / Saturday, 

April 15 / 1 - 3 p.m. / $10 
Register at psglib.org 
Rainforest Writers 

with Orin Pierson / 
Tuesdays, April 18, 25 & 
May 2 / 6 - 7:45 p.m. / $30 

Register at psglib.org 
Ink & Watercolor 

with Lisa Schramek-
Adams / Saturday, April 

29  / 1 - 3 p.m. / $10 
Register at psglib.org 
Need a great book for your 

next adventure? The Friends of 
the Library have books for sale 
year round. Drop by the library 
to check out their awesome 
selection of used books. All 
proceeds support our local 
libraries. 

Online Library 
Catalog: Search for and request 
material from libraries across 
the State. Manage your 
checkouts, renewals and holds 

at psglib.org.  
Thousands of free eBooks 

and eAudiobooks available.  
Check out the Alaska 

Digital Library 
at: adl.overdrive.com 

Petersburg newspapers 
online - Discover people, places 
and events in the early days of 
our town. Use the archive to 
gain a local perspective on 
historical news, to research 
your family history or to read 
about a person or event that 
interests you. 
Visit www.psglib.org to search 
the archive. 

Library hours:  Tuesday - 
Thursday,   11 a.m. - 8 p.m.; 
Friday & Saturday 11 a.m. - 6 
p.m.  

Website: psglib.org 
Follow us on 

Facebook: www.facebook.com
/psglib/

If one member 
of a family is ill, 
the family is ill  
The the Editor: 

I submit the following letter, 
meant to be a holiday letter to 
friends and family. The following 
is an offering meant to enlighten 
our community regarding the 
trainwreck that is this dastardly 
disease of dementia that can hit 
an average family like ours. 

Her mind was clear and 
strong once, though some may 
have been uncertain when I was 
chosen, but she knew her way to 
love, and maybe I was in or 
maybe on her way. Sitting next to 
her in a 1962 college speech class 
was the beginning of a romance 
that is now in its sixth  decade. 

That enduring romance has 
not been challenged as strongly 
as it is during this, our sixtieth 
holiday season together. We are 
not together as much as once we 
were. Gail now resides in a Long-
term Care Facility at Petersburg 
Medical Center. Dementia has 
wrapped its sticky web around 
her loving mind and is erasing 
her memory. 

Our family reflects the adage, 
“if one member of a family is ill, 
the family is ill.’’ Gail is in and 
out of time spent together. Her 
lovely, soft voice, having lost 
resonance, is out of my 

diminishing hearing range. Local 
friends who visit her need to 
reintroduce themselves. We are 
losing her to a new world of her 
creation. We try to join her there. 
The medical staff love her 
pleasant nature; but that has 
always been easy. Our friends, 
much like you, know Gail is easy 
to love. 

Dementia is a horrific disease, 
more than erasing a victim’s 
memory, it can, if we let it, erase 
our memory of their essence. 

I will go on loving her, 
holding her hands, being silly 
while I search for her smile or 
perhaps even her laugh. Though 
she be different now, still she be 
my wife and I love her still and 
ever more. 

I try less often to bring her 
back into my world. Instead, I try 
to open a door into hers at times 
I may find it as lovely as she. 

Lee Ribich 

 
Class Reunion 
1980 - 1985 
To the Editor: 

We’ve got spirit, yes we do! 
We’ve got spirit, how ‘bout 
YOU?!? There will be a reunion 
during this year’s Little Norway 
Festival for the PHS Classes of 
1980-85! Tell your classmates, 
your friends from these classes, 
or family members from these 

years. Please help spread the 
word. 

    If you belong to one of these 
classes, join the public Facebook 
group ‘Petersburg High School 
Reunion, Classes of 1980-85, May 
18-21 2023’ for the most up to 
date information. 

A few events are scheduled 
below to bring classmates 
together, with our teachers also 
welcome. Swing in to one or 
every event, depending on your 
availability. Dress all week is 
casual and comfortable. We’d 
love to see you all! Events 
scheduled at this time are:  

Meet and Greet, Thursday, 
May 18, 4–8 p.m. – Upstairs Sons 
of Norway Hall. Stop in for the 
first gathering of classmates, 
snacks and coffee. Class Banners 
will be premade and out for 
attendees to sign their year. 
Banners are for walking in the 
parade.  

Parade, Friday, May 19, 3:45 
p.m. Meet at the old Trading 
Union (now Petersburg IGA) 
staging area to find your class, 
hold your banner, and walk with 
classmates from each of the 6 
years. 80s represent! 

“Schoolebukking” (Pending), 
Friday, May 19, Post-Parade – 
Meet with the reunion group at 
the Rae Stedman Elementary 
School entrance for a possible 
quick walkthrough of the school 
buildings. So many memories! 

Mix and Mingle, Saturday, 

May 20, 5–9 p.m. (location TBD) 
– Enjoy more adult beverages 
and foods for our last gathering 
of the week. Class Photos, In 
Memory, and a few light 
comments will highlight the 
evening. 

Please share this information. 
We look forward to connecting 
with classmates from far and 
near. Those interested should 
check the Facebook group page, 
but are welcome to contact me 
too.  

We are the Vikings,  
the mighty, mighty Vikings! 

Nicole Hallingstad 

 
Planning for 
hope in the  
next generation  
To the Editor: 

Hi! My name is Amee Patrick. 
I’m Petersburg’s Social Services 
Associate for the State of Alaska. 
The Petersburg Family and 
Community Services office, 
located on the ground floor of 
the Fish and Game building on 
Sing Lee Alley, has been closed 
for some time, but now it’s open 
and my office hours are 
weekdays, 8-4. My mission is to 
be a valuable asset to the 
community, drawing on years of 
experience as a therapeutic 
youth mentor in disaster relief.  

We all know there are times 
when families have problems 
that require children to be 
removed from their homes. If 
they cannot be placed with 
extended family, there are three 
options: the first, a foster home in 
our community, is the most ideal 
solution because the children 
benefit from remaining in their 
school system and receive 
continuity of care from their 
regular health care professionals; 

the second, a foster home in 
another community, adds the 
challenges of having to integrate 
into a community where the 
children may not know anyone 
around them; and the third, a 
residential youth facility or 
group home where the elements 
of family life – parents, siblings, 
pets, home cooked meals, 
independence, etc., are no longer 
available. 

Petersburg, we are in need of 
foster families; we have a 
population of 3170, but currently 
only two licensed foster homes 
are available locally. In Southeast 
Alaska there are 175 kids in out-
of-home placement and only 22 
licensed foster homes – a ratio of 
eight children to a home. My 
hope is to better serve these 
children so that our community 
may give them the asset of 
continuity, allowing them to 
remain in their classrooms, with 
their friends, and engaged in 
activities that help them excel at 
their interests. 

If there is anyone in the 
community who would consider 
opening their home and loving 
some kids in need – our 
community needs you. Foster 
care may be for an emergency 
placement, a 10 day only 
placement while next best steps 
are worked out, or a placement 
that grows from a season into a 
lifetime and a family.  

If you or someone you know 
would like to know more, please 
stop by my office! I have a 
packet of information I can give 
you and am happy to answer 
your questions, discuss your 
concerns, and offer the 
opportunity to give a child or 
children in a tough situation a 
safe place to land.    

Amee Patrick 
Office: 907-772-3565 

Cell: 907-500-8435
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TO THE EDITOR

It’s embarrassing that it took billions of dol-
lars in losses for some legislators to acknowl-
edge that the state’s fiscal house is leaking worse 
than a broken downspout on a Southeast Alaska 
roof. 

It’s too bad Gov. Mike Dunleavy acts like he 
has barely noticed the growing pool of mud at 
his feet. 

Start with the Permanent Fund, which gen-
erates investment earnings that have become the 
largest single source of revenue in the state 
budget. Last year was painful for most every in-
vestor, and Alaska was not immune to the 
downturn. The fund dropped almost $7 billion 
in market value between Dec. 31, 2021, and Feb. 
28, 2023. 

The Permanent Fund is still healthy, wealthy 
and wise, just less wealthy at $75.5 billion on 
Feb. 28, down from $82.4 billion at the end of 
2021. 

With wise investment policies, the fund will 
recover, in time, from the miserable year. But 
what the down year means is less money for 
state-funded public services and, yes, the exalted 
Permanent Fund dividend. State law limits an-
nual withdrawals from the fund to 5% of its av-
erage market value of the past five years. 
Throwing a big loser into that mix drags down 
the withdrawal for years to come. 

Based on the Permanent Fund’s own projec-
tions as of Feb. 28, the annual withdrawal for the 
state budget for the rest of this decade, through 
fiscal year 2030, will total almost $1.6 billion less 
than had been projected back on Dec. 31, 2021, 
before markets started to crash. 

Yes, the fund could have some great years be-
fore 2030, driving up its returns and making 
more money available for state services and the 
dividend, but neither the Legislature nor the 

governor should bet on beating the projections 
— though the governor seems intent to bet heav-
ily that all will be well. 

Dunleavy continues to talk about paying his-
torically large dividends to Alaskans; he contin-
ues to oppose any taxes; and he persists with 
dreams of making billions of dollars by getting 
companies to pay the state not to harvest trees 
and to lease public lands to store carbon emis-
sions underground. Not totally outlandish ideas, 
but full of unproven technology, untested mar-
kets and years away from making any money. 

Adding to the fiscal reminder that revenues 
can move down just as easily as up, falling oil 
prices have smacked legislators upside the head 
this year, too. And it hurts. 

Alaska North Slope crude sold for almost 
$128 a barrel last June and $90 on Dec. 1. It was 
at about $73 to start this week. 

The drop in oil prices means less tax and roy-
alty revenue for the state — about $925 million 
less, in total, than had been projected in Decem-
ber for this fiscal year and the next year, accord-
ing to the Alaska Department of Revenue’s latest 
forecast issued last week. 

The reality of lower state revenues rang the 
proverbial wake-up call among many legisla-
tors, with the Senate Finance Committee sched-
uled to hear a bill this week that would collect 
hundreds of millions of dollars a year more from 
oil producers. 

The House Ways and Means Committee this 
week opened consideration of a state sales tax 
bill. 

And a growing number of lawmakers in the 
House and Senate are talking of rewriting the 
formula for calculating the Permanent Fund div-
idend to something affordable rather than the 
politically popular false pledge of the governor 
and his supporters. 

Sometimes, bad news can be good news if it 
makes people smarter. 

GUEST EDITORIAL
Losing billions gets Legislature’s attention 

 

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those with birthdays this week are: March 31: Jeanne 
Norheim, Nathan Holtzinger. April 1: Teri Slaven, William 
Stolpe. April 2: Ralph Duddles. April 3: Anna Kvernvik, Jared 
Jarabek, Joseph Prus. April 4: Brian Martens, Brian Richards, 
Danya Davis, Eveni Mamoe, Jack Slaght, Jaren Whitethorn, 
Shelly Ware. April 5: Kara Rao, Lacy Burrell, Matt Pawuk. 
April 6: Don Duke, Jennifer Thorsteinson, Maria Lopez. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-
9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE 
OF ALASKA AT PETERSBURG 

In the Matter of the Estate of:  ) 
 ) 

Michael Patrick Moyer              ) 
Person Who Died(Decedent)  ) 
DOB:  04/08/1955  ) 

 ) 
_____________________________)  Case No. 1PE-23-7PR 

!OTICE TO CREDITORS 
You are notified that the court appointed Cynthia Moyer as

personal representative of this estate. All persons having claims against
the person who died are required to present their claims within four
months after the date of the first publication of this notice or the claims
will be forever barred.   

Date 03/23/2023
Cynthia Moyer 

PO!Box 71 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

Published: March 30, April 6, and April 13, 2023 

Senior Meals  
All meals will be delivery-only and delivery begins at 4:30 

on weekdays.

Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-4331 before noon to 
place your order. Everyone age 60 and older and spouses are eligible 
for senior meals. The menu is subject to change without notice. NO 
MEALS WILL BE SERVED at MVM for the time being. 

MONDAY, April 3 
Cheeseburger with Fixings,  

Potato Wedges, Yogurt, Cupcake 
TUESDAY, April 4 

Moose Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, 
Corn, Cottage Cheese  

with Peaches, Cake 
WEDNESDAY, April 5 

BBQ Chicken, Carrot Slaw, Potato 
Wedges, Bread Stick,  
Ice Cream Sandwich 

THURSDAY, April 6 
Goulash, Green Salad, Dinner Roll, Apple,  

Yogurt Cup, Peanut Butter Cookie 
FRIDAY, April 7 

Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Dinner Roll, Green Salad, 
Blueberries and Cream

Library  
News

 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel Publisher

 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel writer

Property assessments climbing higher across the state



The Petersburg post of the American 
Legion held its first formal meeting on 
Tuesday in the Petersburg Public Library, 
which saw about 20 veterans gather to en-
gage in official business and discuss what 
they want the future of the post to be. 

Petersburg’s American Legion post is 
called the Edward Locken Post 14—
named for the former mayor and owner 
of the Bank of Petersburg. 

The American Legion is a nonprofit 
veterans organization that has been a 
driving force for disability and education 
benefits for veterans according to Garrett 
Kravitz who has led the effort to get the 
post back up and running. 

“There’s a lot of veterans in town, a 
community within a community, and 
we’re trying to make a home for every-
body,” Kravitz said. “We all have a common bond because 

we served together…and now hopefully 
we can get together more and have a place 
for all of us and get more of the veteran 
community active.” 

Kravitz has served in the U.S. Coast 
Guard for 22 years, the last three and a 
half of which have been in Petersburg, but 
plans to retire soon and make Petersburg 
home. 

He got his start with the American Le-
gion post in Ketchikan where Post Com-
mander Dan Jones, who plans to move to 
Petersburg this summer, encouraged him 
to get the Petersburg post going again. 

The Edward Locken Post 14 was cre-
ated over 100 years ago and stayed active 
until the 70s but has been quiet since. 

In that time, Stan Hjort and Butch An-
derson kept the post alive, holding on to 
documents and the history of the post, so 
that they could retain their charter. 

“If that charter had been lost we would 
have to restart all over and now we just 

need to kind of pick up the pieces and 
move forward,” Kravitz said. 

Earlier this month they held a rejuve-
nation meeting as a way to reorganize the 
post and plan for future meetings with of-
ficial business. 

“What was important was to get a 
bunch of veterans together and say the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag, like I think 
that’s one of the most important things 
that we do,” Kravitz said of the rejuvena-
tion meeting. 

“It makes you remember why we 
served, why we raised our hand, and 
what we can continue to give back to the 
community. And that led up to this meet-
ing where now it’s a formal meeting 
where we can make motions and we can 
decide as a group on the best way to pro-
ceed for our post.” 

At the meeting on Tuesday, members 
voted to appoint Butch Anderson as Post 
Commander, Tony Vinson as Vice Com-
mander, and Kravitz as both Post Service 

Officer and Post Adjutant. 
The Edward Locken Post 14 is also 

now the fastest growing post in the state. 
According to Kravitz, there are 16 

members on the books right now, but they 
are expecting to add around 10 more 
memberships and transfers from other 
posts to their official roll. 

Local veteran Grant Trask said the his-
tory and longevity of the post is a “really 
remarkable thing” and that it has “a won-
derful heritage for us to build on.” 

Though they plan to start out with 
pancake breakfasts and fundraisers, they 
hope to eventually have a building of their 
own in town where they can gather. 

The post plans to meet monthly and 
Kravitz will send out an announcement 
later on when the next meeting will be. 

“We’ll just keep moving forward and 
hopefully we can add a piece of the puzzle 
each time until we get that picture and 
that goal that we’re really looking for,” 
Kravitz said.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
INVITATION TO QUOTE  

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed quotes for the 
PIA BUILDING – RENOVATION  PROJECT -2023. The project generally consists of the remodel 
of two existing rooms on the second floor of the EP building at 15 North 12th Street in Petersburg, 
Alaska. The work is outlined in the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 - drawings. 
The contract quote will be for a BASIC QUOTE.  

All work must be completed on the PIA BUILDING-RENOVATION PROJECT -2023 by 
December 31, 2023.  

Sealed quotes (pages BP1 & BP2) will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association by hand 
delivery to Petersburg Indian Association. Located upstairs in the Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 
North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska, (Telephone 907-772-3636) until 11:00 a.m. prevailing time on 
March 30, 2023.  

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located 
at 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636), Petersburg, Alaska 99833.  

Prospective quoters are encouraged to visit the site before quoting.  
The Petersburg Indian Association reserves the right to reject any or all quotes, to waive any 

informality in any quotes, and to award contracts as it may best serve the interest of the Petersburg 
Indian Association.  

This project is being supported, in whole or in 
part, by federal award number CPFFN0280 
awarded to PIA by the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury.   

Authorized by: Cris Morrison  
Published: March 9, 16, 23 and 30, 2023

HOUSES 
 
Still available! House for sale. 
407 Lumber St. Two story, two 
bedroom, 1250 sq ft, 5000 sq ft 
lot. Contact Stephen at 907-518-
0566 or Jacob at 907-518-1930. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn3-16b27 

 
FOR REnT 

 
Efficiency apartment on 
Nordic Drive above Pilot office. 
$800/month, $600 deposit plus 
last month’s rent. Heat & hot wa-
ter provided. Washer & dryer on-
site. No smoking and no pets. 

Call or text Anne 907-518-1912 
for application.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-9b34 

 
JOBS 

 
Petersburg Indian Association 
is accepting applications for a 
custodian. M-F 4 hours per day. 
A full job description and appli-
cation can be obtained at the PIA 
office located at 15 N 12th Street 
or online at piatribal.org/employ-
ment. Position open until filled. 
Native preference applies. Must 
be able to pass a pre-employ-
ment drug screen. Applications 
will be accepted at the PIA of-
fice. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn3-30b61 

Parks & Recreation has an 
opening for Permanent Part Time 
Facility Attendant. This position 

is part time at 14 hours per week 
with an hourly rate at of $14.96 
at Step A, $15.79 at Step B (at 
six months), and $16.63 at Step 
C (at one year). Must be at least 
18 years old and have the ability 
to train for and obtain American 
Red Cross CPR, First Aid, and 
AED certification. Must be able 
to work various shifts, evenings 
and Saturdays. A full job de-
scription and employment appli-
cation can be obtained from the 
Borough’s website at www.pe-
tersburgak.gov.  Applications 
will be accepted at the front desk 
of the Borough offices located at 
12 S. Nordic Drive, by mail to 

PO Box 329, or emailed to breg-
ula@petersburgak.gov until the 
position is filled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn3-30b131  

Petersburg’s Parks & Recre-
ation Department has a part time 
Custodian position open, at 14 
hours per week (Tuesday & 
Thursday 9:00 p.m. to midnight 
and Saturday 9:00 p.m. to 6:00 
a.m.). The Custodian position is 
paid an hourly rate of $16.70 to 
start and $18.55 after one year of 

employment with the Borough. 
A full job description and em-
ployment application can be ob-
tained from the Borough’s web-
site at www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at 
the front desk of the Borough of-
fices located at 12 S. Nordic 
Drive, by mail to PO Box 329, 
or emailed to bregula@peters-
burgak.gov until the position is 
filled. 
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Partnering with you to help you 
achieve what's most important to you.
Craig Kuntz 
Financial Advisor| Edward Jones 

PO Box 1262 
102 Nicholoff Way  
Cordova,  AK 99574 
907-424-2535 Office 
907-424-2536 Direct 

PALLISSARD  
CONSULTING 

commercial technology solutions 
–––––––––––––––––––

779 - 236 - 6763 
matt@pallissard.net

• Custom  
Software  

• Automation 
• Networking  
• IT Service

HELP 
WANTED

Email office@pistonrudder.com for  
application & job description or stop by the office.

PRSI has 2 full time job opportunities for  
qualified persons, to perform various retail tasks 
as sales associates in the ship store and parts 

department. All must be able to pass drug tests, 
nonsmokers and know what time work starts. 

These positions are all available now.

 Public Notice 
Petersburg Borough  

Hospital Board 
Seeking Letters of Interest  

The Petersburg Borough is 
accepting letters of interest 
from citizens who wish to 
serve the community as a 
member to the Hospital Board. 
The term of office would be 
until the October 2023 municipal election. Letters of interest 
should be submitted to Mayor Mark Jensen or Clerk Debra 
Thompson at the Borough Municipal Building; by mailing to PO 
Box 329, Petersburg, AK 99833; or email to 
dthompson@petersburgak.gov. 

Published:  March 30 and April 6, 2023 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The Petersburg School District is seeking quotes from licensed

providers for itinerant special education-related services in the
following areas:  Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Physical 
Therapy, and Educational Psychology. These services include
screening, evaluation, direct service contact, collaboration, and
training for the 2023-2024 school year. Contract specifications are
posted on the school district website at www.pcsd.us and are available
at the School District Office, 201 Charles W. Street, Petersburg, AK 
99833.  Contact Mara Lutomski at exec@pcsd.us or (877) 526-7656
ext 100 for additional information. Quotes are due by 4:00 pm on 
Friday, March 31, 2023.    
Published: March 16, 23, and 30, 2023
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By CHRIS BASINGER 
Pilot writer

American Legion holds first official meeting following reformation

CHRIS BASINGER  / Petersburg Pilot
Veterans rise to pray and recite the preamble to the American Legion Constitution.

CHRIS BASINGER / Petersburg Pilot

Post Commander Butch Anderson raises 
a gavel to start the meeting of American 
Legion Edward Locken Post 14 on Tues-
day.

curred last June on the Public 
Works lot has caused silt and 
debris to run down Hammer 
Slough and into Middle Harbor, 
filling the harbor basin and 
causing damage to the water 
line and floats. 

At the meeting, the assembly 
unanimously passed a resolu-
tion approving the sole source 
procurement of contracting for 
the Middle Harbor dredge proj-
ect. 

Rock-N-Road will remove 
approximately 1,600 cubic 
yards of material from the har-
bor and dispose of it at the Pub-
lic Works mud dump. 

They will also remove and 
reinstall seven stall floats and 
repair the water line. 

With the environmental win-
dow closing soon, Harbormas-
ter Glo Wollen said they expect 
to start work during the first 
week of April and the project 
will likely take a week to com-
plete. 

The supplemental budget 
also included an increase to bor-
ough attorney fees to cover 
unanticipated legal expenses 
from lawsuits brought against 
the borough by Kalin Pitta-
Rosse, Don Koenigs, and Jim 
Kerr. 

The increase of $90,000 will 

bring the total budget for attor-
ney fees up to $180,000. 

According to Giesbrecht, the 
lawsuits have cost $66,619.65 as 
of March 6, 2023 in FY23. 

Pitta-Rosse, a former Peters-
burg police officer, filed a law-
suit against the borough and 
former Petersburg Police Chief 
Kelly Swihart in his official ca-
pacity in 2019, alleging defama-
tion, damage to his professional 
reputation, and emotional dis-
tress. 

Koenigs has sued the bor-
ough and Borough Clerk Deb-
bie Thompson in her official 
capacity in an effort to compel 
the borough to release docu-
ments relating to a complaint 
filed with the borough by Pe-
tersburg Police Chief Jim Kerr 
and records relating to the in-
vestigation that followed. 

Kerr has sued the borough 
alleging that the borough de-
famed and portrayed him in a 
false light in a statement the 
borough released following an 

investigation by the borough 
into alleged harassment. 

 
Other proposed changes to 

the FY23 budget include: 
Transferring 50% of the Gen-

eral Fund surplus from FY22, 
amounting to $77,277, to the 
Property Development Fund to 
build reserves. 

Transferring $65,432 from 
the Property Development 
Fund to the Community Center 
Sewer Line project for engineer-
ing design biddable documents. 

Transferring $21,165.46 from 
the Hydro Substation project to 
the Blind Slough Hydroelectric 
project, which absorbed the 
substation project. 

Transferring $12,916 from 
Wastewater Department re-
serves to the Ira II Street project 
to account for inflation. 

An increase to the Diesel 
Plant Fuel budget line item to 
$419,480 with $170,000 from 
Electric Department reserves 
due to costs of running diesel in 

cold weather and following the 
Mitkof Highway landslide and 
the increased cost of diesel. The 
increase also looks to ensure ad-
equate funding for running on 
diesel generation during the an-
nual SEAPA maintenance shut-
down from May 31 to June 9, 
2023. 

An increase of $35,000 to the 
Wastewater Professional Serv-
ices budget, bringing the total 
up to $56,000, to cover the hir-
ing of HDR Engineering to as-
sist with the completion of 
ADEC forms for retention of the 
NPDES 301h secondary treat-
ment waiver. 

Allocating $20,000 to the Fire 
Engine Motor Pool budget line 
item to pay for various equip-
ment needed for the new fire 
engine including a radio, tablet 
computer, snow tires and rims, 
and more. 

An increase of $80,000 to the 
Streets Department Motor Pool 
O&M budget line item, bring-
ing the total up to $298,955, due 
to rising parts costs and unan-
ticipated repairs. 

An increase of $10,000 to the 
Motor Pool Patrol Unit #54 line 
item and an increase of $10,000 
to the Patrol Unit #96 line item 
due to rising costs of chassis 
and vehicle up-fits. 

The second reading and pub-
lic hearing for the supplemental 
budget will be held during the 
assembly’s next meeting on 
April 3.

Continued from page 1

Supplemental budget

P-W Insurance 
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858 
We provide a full range of insurance services:  
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters, 
boat and more.

Saturday, April 1 
11 am - 1 pm 

at the Public Library 

Donations are accepted with thanks at the front 
desk of the Public Library when the library is open. 

The Friends of Petersburg Libraries 

BOOK SALE  
& Silent Auction 

Sales & Service of Computers  
Marine Electronics  

907-772-3100 907-772-3100 
sales@homeportelectronics.com  sales@homeportelectronics.com  
wwwwww.HomeportElectronics.com .HomeportElectronics.com 

223 North Nordic Drive  223 North Nordic Drive  
Petersburg, AK Petersburg, AK  
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