
The Alaska Mental Health 
Trust Land Office (TLO) and 
State Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) met with the 
Petersburg Borough Assembly 
Monday night for a work 
session to discuss platting and 
plans for a large subdivision 
project created and proposed by 
the TLO to the borough last fall.  

According to the TLO, the 
South Mitkof Subdivision 
proposes to subdivide 
approximately 500 acres of Trust 
land into 100 lots —each 
averaging 5-7 acres in size— 
accessed via public access and 
utility easements from 10 
intersection points along the 
Mitkof Highway between 
mileposts 11 to 14. 

On Sept. 5, the TLO sought 
approval from the borough 
assembly for the proposed 
subdivision plats, as the DNR 
requires borough mayors to sign 
for acceptance of any land 
dedicated for public use and for 
public purposes within the 
borough, even if the borough 
does not have platting authority 
in the project area. 

Although interested in the 
notion to develop more housing, 
the borough took issue with the 
proposal, noting “major future 
problems” for the borough and 
potential landowners “that 
could be resolved before the lots 
are sold.” 

The assembly voted down 
the dedication, sending letters 
back and forth with the TLO 
over the months that followed. 

The South Mitkof 
Subdivision area is outside of 
Service Area One, south of 
Papke’s Landing. The 
Petersburg Borough does not 
have platting authority outside 
of Service Area One — meaning 
the State of Alaska is the platting 
authority. DNR and TLO have 
consistently stated that the 
subdivision platting complies 
with all state legal requirements 
per Alaska Statute 40.15. 

However, the platting did not 
meet borough standards. 

“While the Borough 

recognizes that the TLO may not 
be required to strictly comply [to 
borough platting requirements 
effective within SA1], they are in 
place to prevent the very issues 
that have consistently arisen 
from … earlier plats,” stated the 
borough in a letter Oct. 10. 

“The Borough would like to 
work with you to avoid major 
future problems, including 
platted and developed road 
right-of-ways, utility easements, 
and appropriately sized lots to 
meet ADEC leach field 
requirements,” stated a Sept. 18 
letter signed by Mayor Mark 
Jensen addressed to the TLO 
project manager for the 
subdivision. “Each lot should 
have road access, and the 
subdivision roads should be 
built … conducive for snow 
removal, general maintenance, 
and emergency service needs.” 

The TLO and Petersburg 
Borough arrived at an impasse. 
In order to favor the South 
Mitkof Subdivision, the borough 
wants the TLO to revise its 
platting to improve road 
construction and utility plans for 
the subdivision development, 
and better yet, establish a road 
for the subdivision. The TLO 
continues to state that the plat 

complies with state standards, 
and something like installing a 
road and utilities would pose 
too much of a risk to the TLO 
revenues — as it serves to sell 
the land, not necessarily develop 
it. 

The TLO said it intended to 
offer lots in the South Mitkof 
Subdivision in its Annual Fall 
Land Sale in 2023, but that did 
not happen because the 
assembly voted down 
acceptance of the public access 
and utility easements to be 
dedicated by the plat on Sept. 5. 

“At this time, the Trust Land 
Office does not have a timeline 
for when these lots may be 
available to interested parties. 
Once the subdivision plat is 
approved, the Trust Land Office 
plans to offer lots by subdivision 
block, allowing lot purchasers (if 
they choose), to collectively 
organize to construct a public 
access corridor accessing the lots 
within that block,” the TLO 
stated in an email to the Pilot 
March 6, echoing a statement 
made during the work session 
March 4. 

“[To] sell lots collectively in 
one corridor, that way those 
purchasers could choose if they 
wanted to organize, and install 

one road …  that was 
our initial strategy 
was to try to make this 
available … we’re 
looking to have as 
open market as 
possible,” said 
Chandler Long, the 
project manager with 
the TLO, during the 
work session. 

“Most of those lots 
are over five acres, and 
that’s well within the 
ample space 
requirements for 
common septic 
systems,” Long told 
the assembly. “When a 
developer’s actually 
going in to install, 
there are certain 
requirements DEC has 
… but again, that 
would be the entity 
developing the 
property that would 

be having to abide by those DEC 
regulations.” 

“So it’s ‘buyer beware,’” 
mayor Jensen noted, “Make sure 
your lot’s big enough if you 
want to put a home on and put 
a septic system on it.” 

“Absolutely,” Long 
confirmed. 

Utility director Karl 
Hagerman was present at the 
work session and said that, 
while it is good that the lots are 
large, a certain portion will need 
to be used to remove the muskeg 
soil and replace it with gravel 
rock to be a leach field for a 
septic system. “The soils come 
into play when you’re looking at 
lot sizes and planning these 
subdivisions out,” he said. 

 
“The public access and utility 

easements are not required to be 
built by the State of Alaska 
platting … the plat as-is does 
conform to all legal 
requirements,” said Long, 
during the work session. “Your 
request to build roads … is 
tough, because [legally] we must 
maximize revenue generation … 
so the TLO can’t actually take an 
action to invest in building a 
road —it’s not a requirement— 
if that return on investment isn’t 
guaranteed to be greater than 
just selling them as-is.” 

Borough manager Steve 
Giesbrecht said that the plan as-
is would “build lots that have a 
problem” that buyers of the lots 
then struggle to find services to 
solve. “You build these 
subdivisions, clearly your focus 
is not on your buyer, it’s on 
selling them for the profit of the 
Trust … I understand. We [the 
borough] have to service it on 
the back end, and there’s costs 
associated with that and this 
kind of development doesn’t 
return cost very well … so it’s 
hard for us to get a return to … 
get out there and plow roads or 
… make improvements…” 

“If that sold, then we have 
those costs fall on … all our local 
people here who are paying for 
something for which they got no 
benefit from. And … from my 
perspective, I think that’s 

wrong,” said assembly member 
Bob Lynn. “I’d really like to see 
some development out there … 
what I have a problem with is 
the fact that all these costs now 
are being transferred to the 
people…” 

“It seems to be like you’d get 
more money per lot if you 
actually had access to them, but 
you’re not in the development 
business,” Mayor Jensen added. 

“What happens is the 
borough ends up having to pick 
up the cost,” said manager 
Giesbrecht. “The Trust is doing 
what you need to do … but … 
it’s not really super transparent, 
because there’s a bunch of other 
costs that aren’t being included 
in what you’re doing. It gets 
moved over to the borough.” 

“Is there anything that would 
preclude the Trust from doing a 
test case … putting a road in, a 
cul de sac into one of these 20 
acre lots and seeing what you 
can make on that 20 acre lot in 
comparison to what you would 
have made…” suggested 
Hagerman. 

“…And put those costs onto 
lot costs,” added assembly 
member Lynn. 

“There’s nothing that would 
preclude it,” answered Jeff 
Green, TLO Deputy Director, “it 
would just be something that we 
would have to evaluate and take 
before our board and see if they 
were open to that idea … That 
amount of money isn’t 
something that we can just 
spend out of our operating 
budget … [it] would require 
additional approval … we can 
definitely look into evaluating a 
proposal like that and whether 
or not we would want to take it 
to the board, so it’s an option.” 

Long added that a test case 
would be something that the 
borough and TLO “would need 
to work very closely together 
on” because “at this point, we 
don’t have a recorded 
subdivision and so we’ve got 
nothing to sell … we would 
need to understand the 
expectations well before 
engaging in any type of analysis 
for evaluating that.” 

“So we need to sign the 
letter,” Mayor Jensen smirked. 

“We just need to work 
together,” Long confirmed with 
a smile. 

 
“The Trust Land Office 

appreciates the opportunity it 
had on Monday to meet with the 
local leaders to discuss the 
project and potential paths 
toward a resolution that will 
allow the sale of South Mitkof 
parcels to move forward,” the 
email from TLO to the Pilot 
stated. 

“I’m sure we’ll have follow 
up conversations because your 
organization is … doing what 
they were supposed to do, sell 
the land for maximum profit 
and I think we would also like to 
see land develop, but we want to 
be involved in the process it 
sounds like,” Mayor Jensen 
concluded the work session. 
“Appreciate you coming down.”

 
By OLIVIA ROSE 
Pilot writer
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formerly Alaska Floorcovering

Coastal Building 
Supply 

has all the flooring, tile,  
and installation supplies  

you need for your  
upcoming building  
project, remodel,  

or renovation.

www.cbspsg.comMonday - Friday, 9a-4p  
259 Mitkof Hwy, Petersburg, AK 

Come check out  
the local selection.  
There are great options  
to fit every budget.

JOBS 
 
Petersburg’s Parks & Recre-
ation Department has an open-
ing for a full-time Facility At-
tendant scheduled to work 40 
hours per week for the closing 
shift from 1:15 pm –9:15 pm 
Tuesday through Saturday. This 
position pays $17.73 per hour. 
A full job description and em-
ployment application can be 

obtained from the Borough’s 
website at 
www.petersburgak.gov. Appli-
cations will be accepted at the 
front desk of the Borough of-
fices, 12 S Nordic Drive, by 
mail at PO Box 329, or emailed 
to bregula@petersburgak.gov 
until the position is filled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn3-7b85 
Mountain View Manor is hir-
ing a full time Resident Assis-
tant, 40 hr/week, Friday–Tues-

day, and a permanent part time 
Resident Assistant 30 hours per 
week. Wednesday - Saturday, 
starting at $19.67/hour. Re-
cruitment bonus of $900 upon 
completion of probation at six 
months and $900 at one year of 
employment! No experience 
needed; we will train you! Ben-
efits include paid time off, holi-
day pay, retirement plan, health 
and life insurance. If you are 
interested in joining our team, 

   JOIN OUR TEAM!

 
Choose from many FULL-TIME &  
PART-TIME, benefited positions

Current Openings: 
• On-the-Job Training CNA Class  

• Activities Coordinator Adult Day Program 
• Summer - Youth Program Mentors (PT & FT)  

• Summer- Forest Kindy Teacher (PT) 
•Tobacco Prevention Project Coordinator 

• Tai Ji Quan Facilitator (PT as Needed) 
• Physical Therapist • Activities Assistant 

• Medical Assistant • Materials Assistant (PT) 
• Bingocize Facilitator (PT as Needed) 
 • Clinic Reception/Admissions (FT) 

• Medical Technologist • Registration Coordinator 
• Occupational Therapist • Radiologic Technologist  

• Speech Language Pathologist  
• Nurse (LPN or RN) - Primarily Night Shift 

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions  

& to apply online 
or look for your new career  

at pmcak.org

For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director  
Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719

 
There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE 
OF ALASKA FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT PETERSBURG 

In the Matter of the Estate of:  ) 
 ) 

Fredrick Ivar Thomassen           ) 
Person Who Died(Decedent)  ) 
DOB:  06/06/1944  ) 

 ) 
_____________________________)  Case No. 1PE-24-00004PR 

 
Date 02/27/2024

Greg Lutton
PO Box 1924 

Petersburg, AK 99833
541-260-2441 

Published: March 7, 14 and 21, 2024 

PETERSBURG BOROUGH  
PLANNING COMMISSION  

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission, on 

Tuesday, March 12th, 2024, at 12:00 pm will be holding a 
meeting and conducting a public hearing in the Assembly Chambers 
located at 12 South Nordic Drive. The purpose of the public hearing 
is to receive public comment on the following:  

A. Consideration of an application from the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Land Office for a replat of the Melisa Kegans 
Beach Subdivision to dedicate Lots 24C as public right-of-way 
at 807/808 Mitkof Hwy.  
B. Consideration of an application from the Alaska Mental 
Health Trust Land Office for a replat of the Chelsea Kegans 
Beach Subdivision to dedicate Lots 25C as public right-of-way 
at 809/812 Mitkof Hwy.  
C. Consideration of an application from the Petersburg 
Children’s Center for a conditional use permit to allow 
parking spaces to be on a lot within 500’ of the use at 306 N 
5th ST. (PID: 01-006-125).  
D.    Consideration of an application from the Petersburg 
Children’s Center to rezone Lots 3,4,5, and 6 from single-
family residential to public use at the corner of N 5th and 
Dolphin Streets (PID: 01-006-125, -127, -149, -155).  
E. Consideration of an application from Josh Etcher for a 
conditional use permit to allow construction of a net house 
in a single-family residential zone at 112 Cornelius RD (PID: 
01-031-610).  
F. Consideration of an application 
from Josh Etcher for a variance from 
the yard setback requirement to allow 
for construction of a 105’ X 30’ net 
house 10’ from the rear yard property line at 112 Cornelius 
RD (PID: 01-031-610). 

Published: March 7, 2024 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENTS & BOE  
2024 Property Assessments have been mailed. If you have not 

received your assessment, or if you have received one in error, 
please contact the Borough Finance Office as soon as possible.  

Please pay close attention to your assessment and the 
information on the back. Appeal deadline is March 31, 2024 by 
4:30pm. Assessment and Appeal information can be found on 
the borough website or can 
be emailed or mailed to you 
at your request. If your 
appeal cannot be resolved 
with the assessor, the Board 
of Equalization will meet 
April 15, 2024 during the regular 6pm Assembly Meeting. The 
burden of proof lies with the petitioner, and not with the Assessor.  

For assistance, please call 907-772-5409 or email 
acaulum@petersburgak.gov 

www.petersburgak.gov/finance/page/property-tax 
 Published: March 7 and 14, 2024

!OTICE IS HEREBY GIVE! 
that the Board of Directors of the 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency 
(SEAPA) will hold a regular board 
meeting on March 14, 2024 from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at SEAPA’s 
Headquarters, 55 Don Finney Lane, 
in Ketchikan, Alaska. During the meeting the board may enter into an 
Executive Session to discuss employee performances, which 
discussions may involve subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation 
and character of a person. For additional information, please call 
907.228.2281.    
Published: March 7, 2024

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Public Notices
• BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN • PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY  

• EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Read the

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard  

QUESTION  
& ANSWER

QUESTION:  
Risk of collision is deemed to 
exist _____. 
 
A. if the compass bearing of an 
approaching vessel does NOT 
appreciably change. 
B. even when an appreciable 
bearing change is evident, 
particularly when approaching 
a vessel at close range. 
C. if you observe both 
sidelights of a vessel ahead for 
an extended period of time. 
D. All of the above

ANSWER D. 
All of the above

Source: U.S. Coast Guard

at Petersburg School District

772-9393

HAPPY SPRING BREAK! 
NO SCHOOL 

NO MEALS WILL BE PROVIDED  
DURING HOLIDAY BREAK. 

Hailing from out of town, representatives from the Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Land Office (left) and Alaska Department of Natural Resources (right) turn in their 
seats to listen to borough representatives during introductions at the work session 
with the Petersburg Borough Assembly in the Assembly Chambers on March 4. 
From left to right: Jeff Green, Chandler Long, Amy Orange-Posma, Kris Hess.

OLIVIA ROSE / Petersburg Pilot

Borough assembly and Mental Health Trust discuss 
stalemate over proposed South Mitkof Subdivision



please submit a completed Bor-
ough employment application 
and return to the front desk of 
the Borough office at 12 South 
Nordic Drive, mail to P.O. Box 
329, Petersburg, AK 99833, or 
email to bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov. Go to www.petersbur-
gak.gov for an application and 
complete job description or 
stop by the front desk of the 
Borough offices to pick up a 
copy. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-29b137 
Petersburg’s Public Works 
Department has an opening for 
a full-time Administrative As-
sistant I. This position pays 
$21.95 per hour and has full 

benefits.  Wage increases to 
$22.50 on July 1, 2024. A full 
job description and employ-
ment application can be ob-
tained from the Borough’s 
website at 
www.petersburgak.gov. Appli-
cations will be accepted at the 
front desk of the Borough of-
fices, 12 S. Nordic Drive, or 
mailed to P.O. Box 329, Peters-
burg, AK, 99833, or emailed to 
bregula@petersburgak.gov . 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-29b78 

OBI Petersburg is hiring a re-
ceptionist to work full time at 
our facility. The timeline of this 
position is from the beginning 
of February through November. 
The primary job responsibility 
of the receptionist is to provide 
assistance to the main office. 
The receptionist will route in-
coming calls, greet and assist 
customers and fishermen visit-
ing the office, handle incoming 
and outgoing mail, copy and 
file paperwork, assist the ac-
counting and fleet department, 

and other duties as assigned. 
This is a hourly position that is 
eligible for overtime pay. Wage 
is dependent on experience. 
Excellent benefits available in-
cluding medical, dental, vision, 
and 401(k) retirement plan. Ap-
ply online at 
www.obiseafoods.com. Ques-
tions, call the main office at 
(907) 772-4294 and ask to 
speak with the Human Re-
sources department. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-8b124 
Petersburg Borough has an 
opening for the posit ion of 
Lineman. This is a regular full-
t ime posit ion in which the 
Lineman will also be trained as 
a generation operator. Wage for 
a Journeyman  Lineman is 
$59.75/hr with operator premi-
um (Tier 4) $62.17/hr with op-
erator premium (Tier 1-3). 
Signing bonus of $5,000 after 
completion of six-month proba-
tionary period. Up to $15,000 
reimbursable relocation ex-
penses with a minimum two (2) 
year employment agreement. A 
complete job description and 
employment application can be 
obtained from the Borough’s 

website at 
www.petersburgak.gov . Appli-
cations will be accepted at the 
front desk of the Borough of-
fice at 12 S. Nordic Street in 
Petersburg; by mail to Human 
Resources, P.O. Box 329, Pe-
tersburg, AK 99833; or via 
email to bregula@petersbur-
gak.gov. Open until position is 
filled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn2-1b128 
Petersburg Indian Associa-
tion is accepting applications 
for a FT Tribal Administrator. 
Position will be responsible for 
general oversight of operations 
and staff at PIA. Job descrip-
tion and application available 
at the PIA office or at piatrib-
al.org. Open until filled. Salary 
$75K - $90K DOE. Native 
preference applies. 
  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-25b47 
Petersburg Borough has an 
opening for a permanent full-
time Motor Pool Equipment 
Mechanic.  Starting wage for 
this position is $32.42/hour. 
$2500 hiring bonus after six-
month probation period and 
$2500 bonus after one year. 
Three years of vehicle repair 
and maintenance employment 
experience is required. Posses-
sion of a Class A or B Com-
mercial Driver’s License with 
air brake and tanker endorse-
ments is preferred; however, 
applicants with the ability to 
obtain the required CDL within 
the first six months of employ-
ment will be considered. A full 
job description and employ-
ment application can be ob-
tained below. Applications will 
be accepted at the front desk of 
the Borough office,  12 S. 
Nordic Drive, or mailed to P.O. 
Box 329, Petersburg, AK 
99833, attn: Human Resources, 
until the position is filled. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-30b129 

 
MISCELLAnEOUS 

 
Competitive Printing - No ob-
ligation price quotes. 10 -14 
day delivery on many jobs. Pe-

tersburg Pilot. 207 N. Nordic 
Drive. Call for prices. 772-
9393. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x3-7dh 

Rubber stamps available at 
Petersburg Pilot. Custom made 
to your size and specifications. 
207 N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x3-7dh 

 
nOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255
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March 7, 1924 – Of the many 
neglected products of our salt 
waters, none compare with the 
sea mussel in abundance, 
nutritiousness and palatability, 
according to “Fish Cookery,” by 
expert Dean John N. Cobb of 
the University of Washington 
college of cookery, published by 
Little Brown & Company. This 
book states that the mussel has 
a wide distribution, the Atlantic 
species extending down the 
eastern coast while a closely 
related species extends down 
the west coast to San Francisco 
on the Pacific coast, and is 
extremely abundant 
everywhere within this range. 
The mussel is as palatable as the 
oyster, is more abundant, and is 
adapted for making a greater 
variety of food preparations. 
Furthermore, it is in season for 
the table when the oyster is out 
of season. In cooking it does not 
shrivel like the oyster. If 
purchased in the shell these 
may be steamed and opened 
with a knife. After the horny 
“beard” is removed the meat is 
ready for use. Try “Mussel 
Bordelaise.” Clean half a gallon 
of mussels, put them in a large 
sauce pan, adding some 
chopped onion, a clove of 
garlic, parsley, a sprig of thyme 
and a bay leaf. Cover tightly 
and, shaking the pan now and 
then, steam until the shells 
open. Thicken the broth with 
cooked roux (flour and butter), 
then pour a spoonful on slices 
of hot, buttered toast. Remove 
byssus and shell and serve. 

 
March 4, 1949 – Alaskans 

who voted last year for the 
gradual elimination of fish 
traps from Territorial waters 
will realize part of their goal 
this summer. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service said that for 
local conservation reasons nine 
traps along the mainland in the 
Eastern District – where the 
salmon runs have been most 
seriously depleted – will be 
closed. All other fishing in the 
same waters, except trolling, are 
likewise prohibited in order 
that the runs may be rebuilt. 
Gradual elimination of fish 
traps was approved by an 8-to-
1 majority of Alaskan voters in 
a Territorial referendum. Seton 
Thompson, chief of Alaskan 
fisheries for the Fish & Wildlife 
Service, said in announcing the 
1949 Alaskan commercial 
fisheries regulations that an act 

of Congress would be necessary 
to complete such action. 
Delegate Bartlett has 
introduced legislation for their 
elimination. Several major 
changes have been 
incorporated into the 
regulations for Southeast 
Alaska, Thompson said. The 
general trap and seine seasons 
were set for August 22 – 
September 3 in Icy Strait, 
Western and Eastern Districts, 
and for August 15 – September 
3, in Sumner Strait, Clarence 
Strait, Southern and South 
Prince of Wales districts. 
“Drastically short though these 
seasons may appear when 
compared to past years, they 
are nevertheless necessary to 
conserve and rebuild the 
severely depleted pink salmon 
resources in the Southeastern 
Alaskan area,” Thompson said. 
“Additional fishing time will be 
granted whenever an 
abundance of pink salmon 
occurs in excess of spawning 
requirements.” The use of 
power in gill-net boats in Bristol 
Bay again is prohibited. The 
agency also ruled that all 
Alaskan fishing boats, 
excepting those fishing 
exclusively for halibut, must be 
registered with the Fish and 
Wildlife Service before each 
season. Power boats must 
display their name or number 
on top for identification by 
airplanes. Both explosives and 
poisons are now prohibited in 
the taking of fish. This 
definitely outlaws the “blue-
stoning” of salmon streams for 
halibut bait, Thompson said. 
The taking of fish both for bait 
and as food for fur-bearing 
animals is specifically defined 
as commercial fishing, subject 
to all of the regulations.  

 

March 6, 1974 – The state 
ferry Wickersham came out of 
temporary retirement last week 
to ply Southeastern Alaska 
Marine Highway runs once 
again. The Wickersham, 
banished from the fleet because 
as a foreign-built vessel she 
cannot under federal law carry 
intrastate passengers, has been 
languishing idle at Seattle while 
the state’s attempts to sell her 
have failed. She was pressed 
back into service, however, 
when the Malaspina went into 
dry dock for her annual 
overhaul. She is scheduled to be 
on the run through the month 
of April, leaving Seattle each 
Friday night at 9 o’clock. Last 
week the Wickersham took on a 
special duty, turning around in 
Ketchikan to carry Wrangell 
and Petersburg basketball fans 
and players home from the 
Southeast Alaska 
Championship Tournament 
there. Just over 100 persons 
rode the ship to Wrangell and 
125 went on to Petersburg.  

 
March 4, 1999 – Southeast 

Alaska has more than enough 
spooky creatures in the woods 
for a lifetime of good campfire 
stories. Bears, wolves, moose, 
even those spawned-out 
humpies that give you the 
creeps. This week however, a 
new one got added to the list. 
Call it what you will, a 
mountain lion, a cougar, a 
puma, a panther, even felis 
concolor. Whatever it’s called it 
amounts to the same thing – 
one heck of a big cat. Actually 7-
feet, 6-inches from the tip of its 
nose to the tip of its tail. This 
one wasn’t too ferocious or 
scary to most people however, 
because it didn’t have a pulse 
by the time most people found 
out about it, but chances are, 

according to wildlife biologists, 
there may be more than one 
lurking around the region. 
Totem Bay, a small inlet of 
Sumner Strait on the south end 
of Kupreanof Island, is the 
home of trapper Rusty 
Lukinich. In late December 
Lukinich, who uses wolf snares 
near his cabin, found out that 
one of his neighbors was indeed 
a mountain lion. According to 
reports, Lukinich had gone to 
check his traps and instead of 
finding the wolf he found the 
large cat. He told Alaska 
Department of Fish and Game 
wildlife biologist Ed Crain that 
it was too heavy to pick up. 
However, he did skin the 
animal and take the skull so 
that biologists could confirm 
what the creature was. Crain 
was not too surprised at the 
confirmed sighting of a 
mountain lion. Every so often a 
sighting is reported to the 
ADF&G offices, Crain said. He 
suspects that most of the 
mountain lions that end up in 
the region travel down from 
Canada following the Stikine or 
Taku rivers. If that is in fact the 
case, it begs the question, “How 
did a mountain lion end up on 
Kupreanof Island?” Crain 
hypothesized that this animal 
came down the Stikine River 
from Canada, crossed over the 
mudflats to Mitkof Island at 
low tide and headed out toward 
Woodpecker Cove. From there, 
Crain thinks, it may have swam 
the Wrangell Narrows to get t o 
Kupreanof. He said that while 

cats aren’t known for 
swimming they can in fact cross 
water barriers. While Crain 
speculates there may be more 
Mountain Lions in the region he 
said that the only thing the 
department can confirm is what 
they know for sure. “And, all 
we can confirm is that [a 
mountain lion] was killed in 
Wrangell ten years ago.”

Yesterday’s News News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

cost as little as 
$12.00 for up to 15 

words. 40¢ for 
additional words. 
6% city sales tax 

 additional. 
 

Deadline for classified ads is: 
5 P.M. Tuesday 

 
 

Phone 772-9393 
FAX 772-4871 

EMAIL  
pilotpub@gmail.com 

WEB SITE  
www. 

petersburgpilot.com 
 

or stop by  
207 N Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, Alaska

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  FIBRE INC.

Float Plane 
Service 

Throughout SE Alaska

 Petersburg  
     Flying Service, LLC

907-518-1957 • 907-723-1053

Petersburg Seaplane  
Facility on Dock St.

• Sightseeing 
• Freight 

• USFS Cabins

• Hunting 
• Fishing 

Come join the  
Petro Marine Services team!  
  • CDL Fuel Truck Driver 
  • Terminal Operator  

Full‐time, year‐round positions  
with generous benefits!  

See full job description and apply 
online at www.petro49.com  

Petro Marine is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Veterans/Disabled.

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

OBI Seafoods Petersburg 
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at OBI

Now hiring for a 
Full-Time Receiptionist. 

Call 907-772-4294 and ask 
 for HR office if interested.  

 
Visit www.obiseafoods.com to view  

other job opportunities in our company

FOR SALE 
Power Troll 

Permit - $27,500 
509-491-1236 or 425-677-3450

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 
 call us at 772-9393 or email Pilotpub@gmail.com

 THURSDAY, March 7 
Stories In Motion, ages 0-3 with caregiver: 11:00am, Public Library 
Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church- Holy Cross Hall 
Ragnarok Rollers Practice: 7:30pm, Parks & Rec Gym 

 
FRIDAY, March 8 

International Women’s Day 
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church  
Bingo: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall 
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY, March 9 
Free Crafting Day: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Church 
 

SU!DAY, March 10 
Knitting Group- all welcome: 2:00pm, MVM Social Hall 
Ragnarok Rollers Practice: 5:00pm, Parks & Rec Community Center 
 

MO!DAY, March 11 
Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Burger !ight: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 
 

TUESDAY, March 12 
Library Advisory Board Meeting: 12:00pm, Public Library 
School Board Meeting: 6:00pm, PHS Library 
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 
 

WED!ESDAY,  March 13 
Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 
Rotary Club Lunch and Fellowship: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 
Free Super For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

FRI      3/8  KENNICOTT   11:30 P.M. 
FRI       3/15 KENNICOTT   07:00 P.M. 
SAT        3/23  KENNICOTT   12:00 A.M. 
WED    4/10  HUB            04:30 A.M. 
FRI     4/12 KENNICOTT   08:30 P.M. 

MON    3/11 KENNICOTT    12:00 A.M. 
MON   3/18   KENNICOTT   01:15 A.M. 
MON    3/25  KENNICOTT   03:45 A.M. 
MON    4/15 KENNICOTT   02:15 A.M. 
MON 4/22 KENNICOTT   02:30 A.M. 

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
 MARCH 2024 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
 7  Thu   
 8    Fri     
 9  Sat 
10 Sun 
 11 Mon 
12 Tue 
13 Wed 

10:32 
11:27 
0:22  
1:00 
2:36 
3:13 
3:51 

16.2 
17.5 
16.4 
17.8 
18.8 
19.3 
19.2 

  11:44 
..... 

12:17 
2:03 
2:49 
3:34 

 4:21 

14.8 
... 

18.6 
19.0 
18.8 
18.0 
16.7 

4:38 
 5:31 
6:18 
8:03 
8:47 
9:31 

10:17 

4.5 
2.6 
0.7 

-0.9 
-2.0 
-2.5 
-2.3      

5:24 
6:07 
6:47 
8:25 
9:03 
9:41 

10:20 

-1.1 
-2.3 
-2.9 
-3.0 
-2.4 
-1.3 
0.3

 

772-4234  •  800-950-4265

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

This Weekend: 
Argylle 

2h 19m • Rated PG-13 
Action/Comedy 

 
Showings: 

 Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  
Sunday @ 4 pm 

 
Next weekend:  

Madame Web
Concessions available.  
Credit cards accepted.

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 0.03” 
This Week’s Snow: 0.0” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Mar  7  6:28a  5:36p 11:08hrs 
Mar  8  6:25a  5:39p   11:14hrs 
Mar  9  6:23a  5:41p 11:18hrs 
Mar 10  6:20a  5:43p 11:23hrs 
Mar 11  6:17a  5:45p 11:28hrs  
Mar 12  6:15a  5:47p 11:32hrs 
Mar 13  6:12a  5:49p 11:37hrs 

           High  Low  Precip    Snow  
02/28     35     26    0.03      T
02/29    35      23   0.00    0.0
03/01    35      19 0.00    0.0 
03/02     28    13   0.00    0.0    
03/03    23    9      0.00       0.0 
03/04      23   8    0.00    0.0 
03/05    30   7         T            T


