By CALEB VIERKANT
Pilot writer

WRANGELL - The Southeast Alaska
Regional Health Consortium, according to
several members of Wrangell’s local gov-
ernment, has been doing a very good job
of communicating with them during the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Assembly
Member David Powell said that commu-
nications between SEARHC, Mayor Steve
Prysunka, and Borough Manager Lisa Von
Bargen have been taking place almost
daily. Prysunka and Von Bargen are really
on top of things, he said. Assembly Mem-
ber Drew Larrabee added that, in his opin-
ion, communication between all state and
local government and health entities has
been well orchestrated during this pan-
demic. SEARHC and the city have both
been regularly meeting and issuing press
releases. However, some communities are
receiving more information than Wrangell
is.

The Petersburg Medical Center has
been providing regular community-spe-
cific updates as to the number of COVID-
19 tests being run. As of March 31,
according to Petersburg Pilot reporter
Brian Varela, 37 tests have been submitted
from Petersburg. Of these tests, 17 have
come back negative and the rest are still
awaiting results.

However, similar information is not
being made readily available for Wrangell
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SEARHC shares consortium-wide testing numbers,
says community-only information too specific

through the hospital. SEARHC operates
the Wrangell Medical Center, and is also
currently constructing a new hospital for
the community. Maegan Bosak, director of
marketing and communications for
SEARHC, said she could provide consor-
tium-wide numbers. Across all SEARHC
facilities, in 20 communities in all, there
have been 178 COVID-19 tests performed
as of March 31. All of their clinic locations
are equipped for the tests and are collecting
samples for the tests, she wrote in an email
to the Sentinel, “including Haines, Gus-
tavus, Juneau, Hoonah, Angoon, Sitka,
Kake, Wrangell, Klawock, and Hydaburg.”
Aaron Angerman, PR specialist for
SEARHC, explained why they could not
provide community-specific testing num-
bers.

“As we serve dozens of small commu-
nities, including some with off-site COVID
testing, disclosing community-specific
numbers could potentially reveal those pa-
tients being administered tests,” he wrote
in an email to the Sentinel. “SEARHC has
issued tests to patients meeting the CDC
approved guidelines for symptoms and ex-
posure criteria. Given that there is known
community spread in the state and region,
SEARHC began testing all who meet the
symptomatic criteria (fever and cough, or
shortness of breath) late last week, regard-
less of travel history or exposure to con-
firmed cases.”

Angerman added that there is daily

communication between SEARHC and
several other community organizations, in-
cluding the city, the hospital, and EMS
leadership. A joint community team also
meets weekly to consolidate information,
he wrote.

Larrabee  said he  understood
SEARHC's stance about not releasing com-
munity-specific numbers, saying that in
small communities testing numbers could
be so small that they could potentially
identify who has been tested.

Erin Michael, public health nurse based
in Petersburg, said she could not give an
opinion on whether or not organizations
should be releasing community-specific
test results. It is a decision each entity has
to make on their own.

“It's up to each individual organiza-
tion,” she said. “I can’t give a personal
opinion.”

During a March 24 borough assembly
meeting SEARHC vice president and hos-
pital administrator Leatha Merculieff did
provide a few general numbers for
Wrangell.

“There have been about 100 tests that
have been performed throughout the con-
sortium, throughout SEARHC,” she said.
“That’s not including Bartlett or Ketchikan,
that is just our SEARHC locations. In
Wrangell we have had about a dozen, all
that have come back negative. We can’t
specifically give out the numbers due to
patient privacy in this community, as well

as our much smaller communities like An-
goon where they only have a couple hun-
dred, 300-400 people. To protect their
privacy and provider privacy, we're not
giving any exact numbers that I can tell
you.”

There are no known cases of COVID-19
in Wrangell as of March 31, according to
Prysunka. He explained, on Facebook, that
when somebody tests positive for COVID-
19, the Department of Health notifies the
person who was tested. The department
also notifies the local emergency opera-
tions director. In Wrangell’s case, he said,
that person is Captain Dorianne Sprehe of
the fire department. Sprehe said that
should a positive case be reported in
Wrangell, she would then pass that infor-
mation over to Von Bargen, who would
then make sure the information got out to
the rest of the community. In regard to re-
ceiving community-specific numbers, both
Prysunka and Von Bargen said they had no
reason to question SEARHC's judgment or
their work during this pandemic.

According to the Alaska Department of
Health and Social Services, in a March 30
press release, there are a total of 119
COVID-19 cases across Alaska. According
to the press release, the communities that
have had laboratory-confirmed cases in-
clude Anchorage, Eagle River/Chugiak,
Girdwood, Homer, Seward, Soldotna, Ster-
ling, Fairbanks, North Pole, Palmer,
Ketchikan and Juneau.
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AAAN Properties LLC
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George Doyle Sarah Holmgrain
907-518-0639 907-518-0718
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Karna Cristina Leif Stenfjord
206-554-1522 206-512-6505

915 SANDY BEACH RD

www.PetersburgProperties.com « 772-6000

PROPERTY

Bayview Estates, New- Water
and sewer now available to 5
more 1 acre residential lots. Some
water view. Sunny southern ex-
posure. Take a drive through. Call
Bennett at Anchor Properties for
details. 907-772-3300.
................. tfn6-20b35

FOR RENT

2 bd. 1 bth, apartment.
Available June 1st 2020. (Lewis)
Text 518-1473.
P tfn4-2b12
Apartment, Downtown: 2 large
Bedrooms, 1 Bath, $975 per
month with $450 deposit, fur-
nished, washer and dryer. No
pets, call Jen 907-772-3444
.................. tfn1-2b24

NORTHWIND
APARTMENTS
Has 2 and 3 Bdrm Units available.
**Rent is Income Based**
You don't need a Housing Voucher
To Apply, call @

907 518-4244 -

AL HOUSIN

ISING
OPPORTUNITY

JOBS

Piston & Rudder Service has
two full time job opportunities for
dependable, non smoking, drug
free persons to perform typical
boat hull maintenance work. This
is an outside job environment
consisting of hauling, scraping,
washing and the painting boat
hulls. Must have valid DL, be
able to lift 80Ibs. and know what
time the work day starts. Email

AW
Liv & Heidi’s Kjokken
For all yoar catering needs
Liv Perschon 907-518-1693
Heidi Lyons 907-518-0634

resume to:
mike@pistonrudder.com or stop
by the office for an application.
................... 2x4-9b70
Are you looking for an exciting
new career that is fulfilling, offers
job advancement, work-life bal-
ance and paid time off? P-W In-
surance is adding to our team and
is seeking a full time Customer
Service Representative who is
driven, eager to learn and likes
helping people. You must be fa-
miliar with computers, a profi-
cient typist, able to work full
time, and be customer orientated.
Obtaining Insurance license is a
requirement. Materials and on the
job training will be provided. Join
the P-W Insurance team and be
on your way to a fun and reward-
ing career. Application and job
description can be found at
WWW.p-wins.com/job-posting
Email your resume to susane@p-
wins.com, check out our website
at www.p-wins.com or feel free
to stop by with your resume.
................. 4x4-16b123
We’re looking for a Customer
Service Representative who is in-
terested in becoming skilled in
many aspects of the banking in-
dustry. Successful candidates will
be responsible for working with
existing personal and business
customers. They will initially
work as a teller, then add addi-
tional training as a New Account
Representative and Loan Origina-
tor. Necessary skills include

working with customers to famil-
iarize them with a variety of
products and services such as
checking, savings, investments,
online banking, online bill-pay,
mobile banking, loans and more.
This position requires a problem-
solving self-starter with excep-
tional customer service skills and
a willingness to take on new and
challenging responsibilities. First
Bank is based in Southeast, and
our Petersburg team has long-
standing ties in our community.
We offer competitive salaries,
health insurance, paid holidays,
vacation benefits, 401(k) retire-
ment plans, and continuing edu-
cation assistance. Applications
can be found online at

www.FirstBankAK.com, or in the
Petersburg Branch. First Bank is
an EO/M/F/Disability/Vet Em-
ployer.

............... tfn12-26b165

Alaska

FLOORCOVERING

259 Mitkof Hwy - 772-4333

BOATS AND SUPPLIES

Tender operator for hire. 10
years experience. 907-518-1747.
.................. 4x4-23pce
IFQ’s and Fishing permits,
Alaskan Quota and
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000/

1-888-347-4437.
................. tfn1-18b16

MISCELLANEOUS

Competitive Printing - No obli-
gation price quotes. 10 -14 day
delivery on many jobs. Peters-

KEN’S PAINTING:

Interior/Exterior Painting &
Power Washing
at an affordable price

. 772-2010 or 772-2028

burg Pilot. 207 N. Nordic Drive.
Call for prices. 772-9393.
.................... 1x4-2dh
Rubber stamps available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Custom made to
your size and specifications. 207
N. Nordic Drive.
.................... 1x4-2dh

NOTICES

Due to the health mandates from
the Borough & State Bingo is
closed until it is deemed safe and
the mandates have been officially
lifted. Stay safe
................... 2x4-9b29
Because of the current public
health situation Fleet Refrigera-
tion & Heating will be available
for emergency service only until
further notice ...... tfn3-26b20
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ALL HEAT PUMPS
ARE NOT THE SAME
We install units rated to 15 below

zero, designed specifically for our
demanding northern climate.
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FLEET REFRIGERATION
AND HEATING

Licensed * Bonded ® Insured
Since 1988
(907)772-4625



