
JUNEAU, Alaska (AP) – 
Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy 
announced wide-ranging 
budget vetoes Tuesday amid a 
collapse in oil prices, citing ex-
pectations that many of the 
larger cuts, including aid for 
schools and local governments, 
would be offset through use of 
federal funds tied to COVID-19 
relief. 

Some legislators questioned 
whether the money can be 
used that way. 

“There is no guarantee that 
the federal government will 
pick up the tab. This approach 
is incredibly troubling to 
me,”House Speaker Bryce Edg-
mon, a Dillingham independ-
ent, said in a statement. 

Edgmon said lawmakers 
need to hear more about dis-
cussions the Dunleavy admin-
istration has had with the 
federal government about the 
use of funds from the stimulus 

package. 
Dunleavy, a Republican, 

told reporters that his adminis-
tration looked over details of 
the federal package and talked 
with people in Washington. He 
didn’t say who. “And it’s our 
belief that we can do what we 
say we’re going to be able to 
do,”he said. 

The Dunleavy administra-
tion said seven items  includ-
ing school bond debt 
reimbursement, community as-
sistance and $30 million in 
extra funds for K-12 schools 
that would have been funded 
with state money instead 
would be funded through the 
federal coronavirus relief pack-
age. 

Administration documents 
show other vetoes include $15.5 
million for vessel operations for 
Alaska’s ferry system. Dun-
leavy said there is money in the 
budget for repairs to ferries and 
additional service time. He ve-
toed $12.5 million from the Uni-
versity of Alaska, giving the 

system a $25 million cut in line 
with an agreement he and uni-
versity leaders announced last 
year. 

There were cuts to public 
broadcasting and $334,700 for 
the appellate courts. The ad-
ministration was sued over a 
similar court veto last year. It 
said at the time that the amount 
was commensurate to state 
funding for abortions. 

In 2019, Alaska’s Supreme 
Court struck down as unconsti-
tutional a state law and regula-
tion seeking to define what 
constitutes medically necessary 
abortions for Medicaid funding. 

Dunleavy also vetoed about 
$30 million in state and federal 
funds for Medicaid as part of a 
supplemental budget. The level 
of cuts made to Medicaid last 
year were not realized, resulting 
in a large supplemental spend-
ing request. 

However, the administra-
tion, in backup documents, said 
the health department is on 
track to meet projections and 

does not need the money Dun-
leavy vetoed. State health Com-
missioner Adam Crum on 
Tuesday cited an increase in the 
federal matching rates as a fac-
tor. 

And Dunleavy vetoed the 
proposed transfer of about $1.1 
billion from the earnings of the 
state’s oil-wealth fund, the 
Alaska Permanent Fund, to the 
fund’s constitutionally pro-
tected principal. 

The state, which has long re-
lied on oil revenue, has been 
using earnings to help pay for 
government. It also has been 
drawing-down on savings to 
help fill a persistent deficit. 
North Slope oil prices since 
mid-March have been below 
$30 a barrel. 

Rep. DeLena Johnson, a 
leader in the House Republican 
minority, in a statement, said 
Dunleavy made “hard choices 
at a time when hard choices are 
required.’’ 

The budget includes a 
roughly $1,000 Permanent Fund 

dividend to residents, funded in 
part with savings. In a letter to 
legislative leaders, Dunleavy 
said any amount short of a div-
idend calculated under a long-
standing formula “is a tax on 
Alaskans.’’ 

The formula hasn’t been fol-
lowed in recent years. If it were, 
this year’s dividend would be 
about $3,100, the Legislative Fi-
nance Division has estimated. 

Budget cuts proposed by 
Dunleavy last year, and subse-
quent vetoes, set off a furor that 
helped feed a still-active recall 
effort against him and included 
drawn-out fights with the Leg-
islature. 

The Legislature currently is 
on hiatus after passing a budget 
package early amid coronavirus 
concerns. 

“He took advantage of the 
situation and the moment,”said 
Senate Minority Leader Tom 
Begich, an Anchorage Democ-
rat. Begich saw the vetoes an-
nounced Tuesday as a “slap in 
the face.”

The Petersburg Chamber of 
Commerce has officially can-
celled this year’s Little Norway 
Festival due to uncertainties over 

how long state health mandates 
to shelter in place and maintain-
ing social distancing will remain 
in place.  

Chamber Administrator Mara 
Lutomski said the choice to can-
cel the 62nd Little Norway Festi-

val was a hard decision for the 
chamber board.  

“No one wants to cancel a fes-
tival that has been such a rich 
part of Petersburg history,” said 
Lutomski.  

The chamber of commerce 

and the Little Norway Festival 
committee put on the weekend-
long event each year. Lutomski 
said the chamber ensures that 
the downtown area is shut down 
to traffic and vendors are able to 
set up shop, while the committee 
volunteers organize and plan 
each of their events.  

For about three days, resi-
dents and tourists mill around 
the downtown area, making pur-
chases at local businesses and the 
vendors that line Main Street 
with different types of food. 

“The Little Norway Festival is 
like a well-run machine,” said 
Lutomski. “Everybody does 
their part and the chamber helps 
to bring those parts together. It 
doesn’t take a huge amount of ef-
fort year after year, but it does 
take some work and planning 
and thought.” 

Lutomski said the borough 
will likely take a hit in the 
amount of sales and transient 
room tax it usually collects in 
May. Additionally, Lutomski 
said nearly every hotel room is 
reserved; as a result, the bor-
ough’s four percent transient 
room tax, or bed tax, that it col-
lects on a single night’s lodging 
expense won’t be as high. Lu-
tomski said the bed tax goes to a 
fund that supports the local visi-
tor related industry. 

Borough Finance Directory 
Jody Tow said the borough does-
n’t track sales tax and bed tax 
during the Little Norway Festi-
val since businesses file their 
sales tax returns on a monthly 
basis.  

 “Hopefully this will be a one-

off thing,” said Lutomski. “This 
will be the year the Little Nor-
way Festival didn’t happen. 
We’ll come back at it next year 
and celebrate next year.” 

Petersburg also hosts a Fourth 
of July celebration that spans two 
or more days. Lutomski said 
planning for that event hasn’t 
started yet, but the borough has 
discussed purchasing fireworks.  
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April 9, 1920  Andy 
Anderson, the local fur buyer, 
reports that the trappers of the 
Petersburg section have enjoyed 
the best season in history and 
that some remarkable catches 
have been made. Several Blue 
Foxes have been captured on 
Kuiu and Kuperanoff Islands. 
One was caught at Kasheets Bay, 
one at Point Barrie, one at 
Saginaw Bay and one as far off as 
Tebenkof Bay. Mr. Anderson 
states that on account of the high 
prices for furs, this season will 
long be remembered by both 
buyers and trappers.  

April 6, 1945  Under Red 
Cross auspices is the knitting 
project to turn out sea boot 
stockings for Norwegian 
seamen., Local knitter have 
responded generously to the call 
and 34 pair of the long, woolen 
stockings have already been sent 
in. Mrs. Agnes Olsen has charge 
of the work and she has on hand 
plenty of yarn. The need is still 
great and knitters are urged to 
continue knitting.  

April 8, 1970  Householders 
will not have any difficulty 
identifying enumerators for the 
1970 Census of Population and 
Housing. Enumerators or census 
takers (most of whom are 
women) started making their 
rounds in the area on April 1 and 
are expected to complete their 
work in three to five weeks. Each 
census taker will wear a red, 
white and blue identification 
card which bears the seal of the 
Department of Commerce and 
the words “Census Enumerator, 
Official Credential” are printed 
across its face. It bears the census 
taker’s signature and certifies 
that she is authorized to perform 
the duties of a census 
enumerator and has sworn to 
keep confidential all census 
information provided.  

April 6, 1995  Petersburg 
walkers may have another 

boardwalk on which to stroll 
through the muskeg, if the city 
accepts a proposal by retiring 
teacher Paul Loris. He’s 
proposing the building of a 
boardwalk that would begin 
behind the elementary school. 
The walkway would be built 
with volunteer labor and is 
proposed for a plot of city and 

school land bounded by 
Wrangell Avenue, Eighth Street, 
Aaslaug Street and the 
elementary school. He is 
attempting to raise community 
support and the $11,000 needed 
for the lumber in the project, 
which will start with a 1,660-foot 
boardwalk along the back fence 
of the elementary school.

Yesterday’s News
News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
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                       HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                 A.M.               P.M.               A.M.            P.M.  
               Time        Ft.    Time     Ft.     Time     Ft.    Time     Ft.   
09 Thu    02:35     19.6   03:10   17.9    09:00  -3.3    09:11   -1.0 
10 Fri     03:15     19.5   03:57   17.0    09:45  -3.2    09:53    0.3 
11 Sat     03:55     18.8   04:46   15.7    10:31  -2.5   10:37    1.8 
12 Sun   04:38     17.6  05:41  14.2     11:22  -1.3   11:26    3.4 
13 Mon   05:26    16.0   06:45    12.9         ....      ....    12:19     0.1 
14 Tue   06:23    14.4    08:04    12.0    00:25   4.8     01:28    1.4 
15 Wed  07:38     13.1     09:31      12.0       01:45   5.7   02:49     2.1

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY: 

 
772-4234  •  800-950-4265

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 

or call 800-642-0066  
 April Sailings 
 CANCELLED

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

 

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS
Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 

Apr.09 5:58a   7:47p  13:49hrs 
Apr.10 5:56a   7:49p  13:53hrs 
Apr.11 5:53a   7:51p  13:58hrs
Apr.12 5:50a   7:54p  14:04hrs
Apr.13 5:48a   7:56p  14:08hrs
Apr.14 5:45a   7:58p  14:13hrs
Apr.15 5:42a   8:00p  14:18hrs

WEATHER
          High    Low    Precip  
04/01    36       18       0 
04/02     40        20        0   
04/03    36        20       0 
04/04    39         26       0   
04/05    42        23        0   
04/06    46        33       0 
04/07   43        28       0        

This Weekʼs Precipitation: 0.00” 

This weather service is provided by the 

FAA weather observation station at the 

James A. Johnson Airport. 

MOBILE HOMES/TRAIL-
ERS 

 
Free camper trailer, leave a 
message. 907-650-7713. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x4-9p7 

 
 

PROPERTY 
 
Bayview Estates, New- Water 
and sewer now available to 5 
more 1 acre residential lots. 
Some water view. Sunny  
southern exposure.  Take a  
drive through. Call Bennett at 
Anchor Properties for details. 
907-772-3300. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-20b35 
 

FOR RENT 
 
2 bd. 1 bth, apartment.  
Available June 1st  2020. 
(Lewis) Text 518-1473. 
.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn4-2b12 
Apartment,  Downtown: 2 
large Bedrooms, 1 Bath, $975 
per month with $450 deposit, 
furnished, washer and dryer. 
No pets, call Jen 907-772-3444 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-2b24 
 

JOBS 
 
Piston & Rudder Service has 
two full time job opportunities 
for dependable, non smoking, 
drug free persons to perform 
typical boat hull maintenance 
work. This is an outside job en-
vironment consisting of haul-
ing, scraping, washing and the 
painting boat hulls. Must have 
valid DL, be able to lift 80lbs. 
and know what time the work 
day starts. Email resume to: 
mike@pistonrudder.com or 
stop by the office for an appli-
cation. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x4-9b70 

Are you looking for an excit-

ing new career that is fulfilling, 
offers job advancement, work-
life balance and paid time off? 
P-W Insurance is adding to our 
team and is seeking a full time 
Customer Service Representa-
tive who is driven, eager to 
learn and likes helping people. 
You must be familiar with 
computers, a proficient typist, 
able to work full time, and be 
customer orientated. Obtaining 
Insurance license is a require-
ment. Materials and on the job 
training will be provided. Join 
the P-W  
Insurance team and be on your 
way to a fun and rewarding  
career.  Application and job  
description can be found at 
www.p-wins.com/job-posting 
Email  your resume to su-
sane@p-wins.com, check out 
our website at  www.p-
wins.com or feel free to stop by 
with your resume. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x4-16b123 

We’re looking for a Customer 
Service Representative who is 
interested in becoming skilled 
in many aspects of the banking 
industry. Successful candidates 
will be responsible for working 
with existing personal and 
business customers. They will 

initially work as a teller, then 
add additional training as a 
New Account Representative 
and Loan Originator.  Neces-
sary skills include working 
with customers to familiarize 
them with a variety of products 
and services such as checking, 
savings, investments, online 
banking, online bill-pay, mo-
bile banking, loans and more. 
This position requires a prob-
lem-solving self-starter with 
exceptional customer service 
skills and a willingness to take 
on new and challenging re-
sponsibilities.  
First Bank is based in South-
east, and our Petersburg team 
has long-standing ties in our 
community. We offer competi-
tive salaries, health insurance, 
paid holidays, vacation bene-
fits, 401(k) retirement plans, 
and continuing education assis-
tance.  Applications can be 
found online at  www.First-
BankAK.com, or in the Peters-
burg Branch. First Bank is an 
EO/M/F/Disability/Vet Em-
ployer.  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn12-26b165 
 
 

BOATS AND SUPPLIES 
 
Tender operator for hire. 10 
years experience. 907-518-
1747. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4x4-23pcc 

IFQ’s and Fishing permits, 
Alaskan Quota and  
Permits LLC, 907-772-4000/ 

1-888-347-4437. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn1-18b16 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Newsprint Roll Ends - good 
for packing, table coverings, 
artwork. Pay by the pound. 
Available at Petersburg Pilot, 
207 N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x4-9dh 

Become a Subscriber - Call 
772-9393 to have the Peters-
burg Pilot delivered to your 
mailbox each Thursday 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x4-9dh 

 
NOTICES 

 
Due to the health mandates 
from the Borough & State Bin-
go is closed until it is deemed 
safe and the mandates have 
been officially lifted. Stay safe. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2x4-9b29 

Because of the current public 
health situation Fleet Refriger-
ation & Heating will be avail-
able for emergency service on-
ly until further notice  . . . . . . .
tfn3-26b20

259 Mitkof Hwy • 772-4333

Licensed • Bonded • Insured 
Since 1988 

(907)772-4625

FLEET REFRIGERATION  
AND HEATING

STILL  
GOING  

STRONG
Ask us about new  
updated models

• Commercial 
• Industrial
• Residential

907-772-4455
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

NORTHWIND  
APARTMENTS

Has 2 and 3 Bdrm Units available. 

**Rent is Income Based** 
You donʼt need a Housing Voucher 

To Apply, call  
907 518-4244

Classifieds

inform an individual who is not following the mandates rather than arresting them. Hagerman 
also said that some local residents have reported those who haven’t been following state mandates 
to state officials.  

“We all kind of know what’s going on with our neighbors and boy, it’s even more so right 
now,” said Hagerman. “People should just do their best job possible adhering to the social dis-
tance requirements and show your neighbors that you’re following those requirements the best 
you can.” 

On Wednesday, Rae C. Stedman Elementary began handing out Chromebooks to third, fourth 
and fifth graders to begin distance learning, said Principal Heather Conn at Wednesday’s daily 
COVID-19 update. She said it was the first time the school had ever sent technology home with 
students. Next week, the elementary school plans on handing out iPads to the younger students 
when the devices arrive in town.  

The Petersburg School District also plans on extending its wifi internet signal outside of each 
of the buildings for students who may not have internet access for distance learning at home. 
Conn said the district is still working on getting that set up, though. 

“Keep communicating, keep working,” said Conn. “We know you’re stressed. We just want 
you to do what’s best for your family.” 

COVID-19 tests

The year the Little Norway Festival didn’t happen
 
By BRIAN VARELA 
Pilot writer

Box 930, Petersburg Alaska • pilotpub@gmail.com • 907.772.9393

During these changing TIMES
KEEP  

CURRENT 
with both the 

and

DAILY UPDATES POSTED 

– On our website & on Facebook –
Weʼre here to support & serve you everyday!

www.petersburgpilot.com

Petersburg Happenings

If you have questions call us at 772-9393

Due to the numerous cancellations of 
community events & gatherings caused 

by the Corona virus pandemic,  
Happenings will be suspended  

for the near future.

Dunleavy cuts budget, says federal aid can help offset brunt
 
By BECKY BOHRER 
Associated Press 

PETERSBURG 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

cost as little as 
$10.00 for up to 15 

words. 40¢ for 
additional words. 
6% city sales tax  

additional. 
 

Deadline for classified ads is: 

5 P.M. Tuesday 
 

Phone  
772-9393 

FAX  

772-4871 
EMAIL  

pilotpub@gmail.com 
WEB SITE  

www. 
petersburgpilot.com 

 

or stop by  

207 N Nordic Drive 

Petersburg, Alaska
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