
On a Friday afternoon in Jill 
Lenhard’s class, the sound of 
crying babies filled the room – 
crying robot babies, that is. The 
babies were new, and the class, 
including Lenhard, was still fig-
uring out how to use them. 

“I took one baby home to see 
how it all worked, and I took it 

home in a grocery sack because 
I didn’t want to walk down the 
street carrying a baby,” Lenhard 
told the class. “But then when I 
got home and I laid it on the 
counter my husband was like, 
‘What is this?!’”  

These robot babies are a part 
of a dual-enrollment child de-
velopment class Lenhard is 
teaching this semester. Students 
can choose to receive college 

credit at the University of 
Alaska Fairbanks for taking any 
of her four classes. Plus, they 
learn valuable skills they can 
take into the workforce. 

This semester’s class covers 
kids up to age four. Lenhard 
does a lot of hands-on activities. 
Each Wednesday, the high 
schoolers spend about half an 
hour observing classrooms at 
the elementary school and the 
nearby Good Beginnings Pre-
school.  

At this point in the semester, 
the students know exactly what 
to expect. Walking up to the 
preschool, sophomore Brody 
Whitethorn already knew the 
agenda.  

“Today’s usually the music 
day, and so we’ll have our 
music lady there, and they will, 
like, come sit in your lap some-

times, and like, be really cud-
dly.” she said. 

Brody, along with junior Ali-
cia Smith, sat down in a circle 
with the preschoolers and their 
teachers. One kid immediately 
crawled into Brody’s lap as the 
high schoolers joined in on 
music time, then arts and crafts. 

By the end of their observa-
tions, the preschoolers had 
made drawings of Brody and 
Alicia. The pictures now hang in 
the window of their high school 
classroom. 

At the end of class, the high 
schoolers reflect on what 
they’ve seen. Brody said she’s 
noticed how preschoolers start 
to work through emotions. 

“Like, a kid wants something 
and asks, ‘Hey, can you hand 
me that?’ And the kid ignores 
them or doesn’t hand it to them, 
and then they get upset,” Brody 
said. “But that’s just another 
thing that they’re learning.” 

She said the preschool is ex-
actly the kind of place she wants 
to work one day. 

“I feel like working with kids 
is one of my favorite things, be-
cause I have, soon-to-have, six 
siblings,” she said. “And it’s just 
amazing.” 

Lenhard, their teacher, said 
many of the students in her class 
are like Brody, and want to 
work with children in some way 

when they get older. She said 
that’s what this course is all 
about. 

“Districts want to grow their 
own teachers, people who un-
derstand these sort of more iso-
lated rural communities in 
Alaska, because they’ve grown 
up here, and they really care 
about them,” Lenhard said. “If 
we grow our own teachers, stu-
dents who want to go off and 
get a teaching degree and then 
come back and teach here, that’s 
a really successful way to keep 
the population of teachers 
high.” 

The students may have a 
chance to work in schools before 
they graduate. The district is de-
veloping a program that may 
allow students who have com-
pleted two of Lenhard’s classes 
to work as paraprofessionals. 
They’d be earning high school 
credit and money at the same 
time.  

Petersburg isn’t the only 
community with a program like 
this; Lenhard modeled hers 
after one in Ketchikan. She said 
she’s been in meetings with the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
to see if there’s a way to expand 
the program beyond the two 
communities. 

This story was first published at 
kfsk.org and is reprinted here with 
permission.
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JOBS 

 
PIA invites youth ages 15-18 to 
apply for our Ewaste Summer 
Youth Program. This 8 week 
program will allow Youth the 
opportunity to make money while 
assisting the PIA IGAP Director 
in learning how to safety 
disassemble computer towers, 
TV's, monitors, back-up batteries 
and other miscellaneous 
electronic waste. 25 hrs/week at 
$16 hr. General Requirements: 
Be between the ages of 15-18. 
Native Preference. Must pass a 
pre-employment drug screen. 
Deadline is May 19th, 
Applications available at PIA 
office or online at piatribal.org 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x5-7b82 

Piston & Rudder Service has 2 
part-time job opportunities 
available immediately. One is a 
sales associate in our retail store, 
days & hours TBD. The other is 
to perform typical boat hull 
maintenance work. This is job 
entails hauling, washing, painting 
& replacing zincs on boat  

hulls and begins May 1st thru 
August. Email or stop by  
office@pistonrudder.com for 
application. Call Mike @ 
9075180573. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3x5-7b64 

Now hiring in Petersburg, 
Alaska Executive Director for 
Working Against Violence for 
Everyone - WAVE. We are 
seeking an energetic, passionate, 
trauma informed leader for our 
mission driven 501(c)(3) 
organization. At WAVE, we work 
on preventing root causes of 
violence and provide advocacy 
for survivors of power-based, 
personal violence. 
Responsibilities include fiscal 
and budget management 

including grant writing and 
reporting, program and staff 
development and management, 
community  and support to the 
Board of Directors. Position open 
until filled. 
petersburgwave.org/careers 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tfn3-5b80 
First Bank is looking                   
for a Customer Service 
Representative/Teller for the 
Petersburg Branch. If you like to 
work with customers, enjoy 
problem solving, are dependable, 
and you are interested in the 
position, stop by the branch and 
let’s talk about it. Previous 
experience is not required. 
Application can be found online 
at                 
www.FirstBankAK.com or at the 
branch. We offer competitive      
salaries, health insurance, paid 
holidays, vacation, 401 (k)           
retirement plans, employees 
stock ownership plans and 
educational opportunities. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn11-13b77 

The Salty Pantry is looking for 
enthusiastic full-time and part-
time people to join our team.   
Contact Mindy at 907-518-0571 
or stop in the Salty Pantry at 14 
Harbor Way. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn10-30b29 

Join the PW Insurance Team! 
We are hiring a customer service 
representative with the 
opportunity to transition to an 
insurance producer if desired. 
The ideal candidate is 
enthusiastic, detail-oriented, and 
willing to learn. We are looking 
for someone with customer 

service experience and strong 
communication skills. If you 
thrive in fast-paced environments 
and enjoy building relationships, 
this is the job for you! Salary 
DOE, minimum starting wage 
$24 per hour. Please call 907-
772-3858 or text 907-802-5366 
for more information or visit 
www.p-wins.com/job-posting to 
apply. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-15b84 

Wanted: boat/crew to harvest 
outside southeast black cod.  
907-738-1439 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-1b9 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
Competitive Printing - No ob-
ligation price quotes. 10 -14 day 
delivery on many jobs. Peters-
burg Pilot. 207 N. Nordic Drive. 
Call for prices. 772-9393. 

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x5-7dh 
Rubber stamps available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Custom made to 
your size and specifications. 207 
N. Nordic Drive. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1x5-7dh 

 
NOTICES 

 
Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

Musical Equipment & Lessons 
Accepting used instruments 
for consignment & purchase. 

223 S. Nordic Dr.

907-978-6365

NOW HIRING:  
RESIDENT  

ASSISTANTS 
No experience? No problem!  

Mountain View Manor is hiring caring, dependable  
Resident Assistants for 40-hour permanent positions on  

day and grave shifts.  
Starting pay: $20.67/hour 

Grave shift differential: +$1.25/hour 
Benefits include: Health insurance, Life insurance, Retirement  

Applications are available on the Borough  
website or at the Borough Office. 

Visit www.petersburgak.gov and click  
“Employment” to learn more and apply. 
Call 907-772-5404 for more information.

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

• CLINIC RECEPTION AND ADMISSIONS 
• Point of contact for patients/visitors 
• Handles patient scheduling, flow and registration 
• Starting wage $21.75 per hour dependent upon experience 
• Full time, 40 hours per week 
 

• BUSINESS OFFICE RECEPTIONIST 
• Welcomes patients/visitors to PMC Business Office, explains  
insurances, patient balances, and policies  
• Starting wage $21.75 per hour, dependent upon experience 
• Full time, 40 hours per week, M-F 

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at 
www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

There are exciting career opportunities available at  
PETERSBURG MEDICAL  

CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance • Enrollment in State of AK PERS 

• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave  
• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount 

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

PMC is Celebrating  
National Nurse’s Week  

May 6th – 12th

SCAN CODE 
to view position  
descriptions & to 

apply online 
Additional career 

opportunities  
are listed at 
pmcak.org

KFSK is now hiring for  
a Community Operations Liaison. 
 High school diploma/GED or higher required.  

No prior radio experience needed.  
On the job training offered.  

Starting at $22.33 hourly or $46,456 annual, DOE. 
More info at kfsk.org or  

email generalmanager@kfsk.org.

A Petersburg High 
School program wants 
to ‘grow their own’ to 
fill child education jobs
 
By TAYLOR HECKART 
KFSK Radio 

Students in Jill Lenhard’s child development class pick up new robot babies to test out. They told Lenhard 
they were not interested in bringing the babies to other classes. 

Photo courtesy of Taylor Heckart/KFSK

Jill Lenhard demonstrates how to feed a baby during her child devel-
opment course on April 29, 2026.

Photo courtesy of Taylor Heckart/KFSK

New Arrivals: 
• Beau�ful Sea Life and Fabric Printed Ceramic Bowls 

• Nau�cal themed house decor from Batela 
• Semaki & Bird earrings 
• Fun Bright Garden Art 

• Gi� Cer�ficates available 

CelebratingCelebrating  
Moms Moms   
and and   

2026 2026   
GradsGrads

772-4440 
Monday thru Saturday  

9:30 to 5:30  
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CLASSIFIED  
ADS cost as little 
as $12.50 for up  

to 15 words.  
40¢ for additional 

words.  
6% city sales tax 

additional. 
 

Deadline for classified ads is: 5 P.M. Tuesday 

or stop by 207 N Nordic Drive • Petersburg, Alaska

Phone 907-772-9393 
pilotpub@gmail.com 

www.petersburgpilot.com 


