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June 12, 1925 – U.S. Deputy 
Marshall H.O. Campbell and 
Special Deputy Earl West 
returned Sunday afternoon 
from Little Port Walter bringing 
with them the body of Adolph 
Falt who they left Wrangell last 
Thursday to arrest for having 
shot John Dahlstrom, a troller, 
five times. The officers left 
Wrangell on the gas boat 
Standard, owned by C.R. Bell 
who during the trip rendered 
the officers much valuable 
assistance. The fugitive was 
apprehended about nine 
o’clock Saturday morning in 
Tebenkof Bay, 20 miles from 
Little Port Walter. Owing to the 
Standard being a fishing boat, it 
was able to come within talking 
distance of Falt’s boat without 
him suspecting the officers 
were coming for him. When 
near the fugitive’s boat 
Campbell called to Falt and 
told him who he was. He then 
tried to convince Falt that the 
best thing he could do would 
be to surrender peacefully. Falt 
argued that if he did so it might 
mean five or ten years in the 
pen. But he seemed to realize 
also that he was up against 
either capture or death as he 
could hardly hope to outshoot 
the five armed men on the 
Standard. Finally Falt ducked 
down in the cabin of his boat 
and a moment later a rifle shot 
was heard. Mr. Campbell then 
summoned additional 
witnesses from nearby trollers. 
Six persons went aboard Falt’s 
boat and went through his 
effects. Among other things 
they found 550 dollars in cash 
and a letter written in 
Bohemian on the back of a 
calendar leaf. The body was 
brought to Wrangell and an 
inquest held there on Monday 
afternoon At the inquest the 
letter written in Bohemian was 
introduced and, at the request 
of the jury, was translated by 

Tom Miller. From this letter it 
appears that Falt had intended 
on suicide on May 27 after he 
shot Dahlstrom. He told of the 
shooting and gave the date of 
his birth, 1885. He gave the date 
of his death as May 27, 1925. He 
left the address of a friend in 
Minnesota whom he wished to 
have notified of his death. The 
verdict of the coroners office 
was that Falt came to his death 
by suicide. The body was 
interred in the local cemetery 
on Wednesday morning.  

 
June 9, 1950 –  There is much 

interest along the waterfront 
this week in the Lualda. Rebuilt 
and renamed, the halibut boat 
has for 30 years been familiar 
here as the cannery tender 
Jugoslav. The boat docked 
Tuesday bringing Ralph 
Otness, whose father, John 
Otness, captain of the Teddy J, 
died here last week. The Lualda 
had been fishing on the 
westward bank in the Albatross 
gully vicinity when word of the 
tragedy was received and the 
boat left immediately for 
Petersburg. Crew members are 
proud of the Lualda which has 
been completely rebuilt and 
fitted with the most modern 
equipment and safety devices, 
including Loran. Skipper is 
Melvin Nelson, cousin of Nels 
Evans of Petersburg. Work of 
rebuilding was done at the 
Everett Boat Works by Carl 
Anderson, formerly of Mitkof 
Marine Ways. For many years 
the Jugoslav was tender for 
Pacific American Fisheries and 
later was bought by the late 
Oscar Nicholson to pack fish 
for Scow Bay Cannery. It is now 

owned by Mrs. Alma 
Nicholson. 

 
June 13, 1975 – Jeanette 

Fernandez and Mary Worhatch, 
who have completed their 
Junior year at Petersburg High 
School, are representing 
Petersburg this year at the 
Seventh Annual Alaska Girls 
State. Fifty-four girls from 
throughout the State are 
meeting on the campus of 
Alaska Methodist University 
June 8 – 14. Those attending 
Alaska Girls State are spending 
a week learning about 
government by living it on the 
city and state level. Campaigns 
will be waged and officials 
elected. The girls are setting up 
a mock legislature and will 
draft, present and debate bills 
and resolutions. The judicial 
process will be followed from 
the commission of a crime 
through a mock trial in the 
State Court Chambers. The 
weeklong program will 
conclude with the election of 
two ‘senators’ who will 
represent Alaska at Girls 
Nation this summer. Alaska 
Girls State is sponsored by the 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Alaska.  

 
June 15, 2000 – From $500 

beater cars that hardly run to 
$50,000 cars and trucks that just 
rolled off the showroom floor, 
residents of Petersburg have 
always enjoyed the luxury of 
leaving their car keys in the 
ignition. But, for years an 
ordinance has been on the 
books that make it illegal to 
leave keys in the ignition of an 
unattended vehicle and the 

Petersburg Police Department 
is beginning to enforce the 
code. So far this summer, 104 
warnings have been issued for 
violation of the code and 28 
citations, which carry a $10 
fine. Petersburg Police Chief 
Dale Stone said that the main 
impetus for the enforcement of 
the code is safety. “Oftentimes 
a vehicle theft involves a 
chemically impaired and/or 
youthful driver and if they 
attempt to flee it can lead to a 
problem. It’s a formula for 
disaster, so consequently  we’re 
enforcing the code. It only takes 
one incident that goes wrong 
for us to have a real tragedy. In 
my career I’ve picked up more 
broken bodies – especially 
youthful broken bodies – and 
I’ll do everything I can to avoid 
it.” Last year, 25 vehicle thefts 
were reported in Petersburg 
and several of the cars were 
later found out the road and 
wrecked. “At the very least you 
have a theft of a major piece of 
property – sometimes the only 
property a person owns. And,  
simply taking the keys out of 
the car can keep their 

possession safe,” Stone said. He 
realizes however that to some 
residents the custom of leaving 
their keys in their ignition is a 
part of the quality of life they 
have come to enjoy living in 
Petersburg, but he says that 
when the larger picture is taken 
into account, the ability to leave 
keys in the ignition is not that 
important.

Yesterday’s News
News from 25-50-75-100 years ago 

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. 
772-2173

ALASKA  
FIBRE INC.

Jalyn Pomrenke 
907-723-3157

Sarah Holmgrain 
907-518-0718

Karna Cristina  
206-554-1522

907- 772-6000 
www.PetersburgProperties.com 

Two lots right next to 
each other, both 

offering spectacular 
opportunities!  

Escape to Paradise: 
Waterfront Haven Awaits!  

Imagine waking up to 
breathtaking views of 

the Narrows surrounded by the serene beauty of 
nature. Each lot is over 1 acre of waterfront located 

just 9 miles from downtown. They each offer the 
ultimate retreat from the hustle and bustle of city life. 

Each has a gentle slope that ensures unobstructed 
views of the water, providing a sense of tranquility and 

seclusion. With road access already in place and 
power adjacent to the property the only thing missing 

is your dream home or Alaskan getaway! Build your 
perfect retreat and enjoy the endless possibilities this 

incredible property has to offer.

54 BLUEBERRY LANE $195,000  &  52 BLUEBERRY LANE $198,000

Brought to you by 

772-3949

Stikine River 
Gauge Reading 

16.63’             (Reading taken 3:00pm Wednesday)  
No watches, warnings or advisories are 

in effect for this area. 
Jet Boating Since 1967F80 Jet

COME JOIN OUR TEAM!

 

  
• PHLEBOTOMIST 
   - On the job training available, starting at $20.25.  
     Upon completion of  program, wage increase to $22.50  
• COOK 

- Starting at $21.00 per hour, dependent upon experience 
- Differentials: Weekend shift $2.50 per hour, Evening shift $1.25 per hour  

• WARD CLERK 
- Starting at $21.00 per hour, dependent upon experience 
- 10 hour day shifts / 3-4 days per week = 70 hours biweekly

SCAN CODE 
to view position descriptions & to apply online 

Additional career oportunities  
are listed at pmcak.org

Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at 
www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or  

cnewman@pmc-health.org. 

  
There are exciting career opportunities available at  

PETERSBURG MEDICAL  
CENTER

Petersburg Medical Center is  
accepting applications for: 

Benefits:  
• Health Insurance 

• Enrollment in State of AK PERS 
• PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave 

• Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount  

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions

 Job 
Openings

SCAN THE QR 
CODE for more 

information! 

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 
• Health Insurance • Dental Insurance 

• Life Insurance • Retirement • Paid Time Off 

The Petersburg Borough is accepting applications  
for the following positions:

Full job descriptions and employment applications  
can be obtained from the Borough’s website at 

https://www.petersburgak.gov.  
Applications will be accepted at the front desk of the Borough office,  
12 S. Nordic Street; or via email at tiffany.glass@petersburgak.gov  

Call Tiffany at 907-772-5404 for more information.

  
  

• Resident Assistants at Mountain View Manor: $20.16/hour                          
On Call, Swing & Grave Shifts available, Training Provided! 
Bonus of $900 after probation/$900 at one year. 
Shift Differential: Swing shift = $0.75/hour  
and Grave shift  $1.25/hour.  

• Police Dispatcher/Corrections Officer: $26.16/hour – 12-hour shifts:  
Training Provided, Bonus of $1250 after training and $1250  
at one year.  

Mountain View Manor/Assisted Living Nurse: Salary DOE •
MVM has an opening for a permanent, part time/on-call nurse.  
Call for details!  
Assistant Public Works Director: $94,000/annually DOE •
See Borough website for more information.  
Water/Wastewater Operator: $26.86/hour •
Possession of a Class A or B Commercial Driver’s License is  
preferred; ability to obtain the required CDL as soon as  
possible will be considered. This position starting July 1, 2025.

PETERSBURG 

TIDE TABLE 
 JUNE 2025 

                           HIGH TIDES                        LOW TIDES 
                       A.M.              P.M.                A.M.               P.M.  
                Time     Ft.      Time    Ft.      Time      Ft.     Time      Ft.
12  Thu 
13      Fri     
14  Sat 
15  Sun 
16 Mon  
17  Tue 
18 Wed            

     2:04 
2:41 
3:20 
4:01 
4:46 
5:39 
6:40 

16.4 
16.3 
16.1 
15.6 
14.9 
14.1 
13.1 

  3:20 
3:58 
4:37 
5:18 
6:02 
6:50 

 7:41 

13.7 
13.7 
13.6 
13.6 
13.7 
13.9 
14.4 

8:55 
 9:32 
10:09 
10:49 
11:31 

.... 
0:56 

-1.4 
-1.4 
-1.3 
-1.0 
-0.5 

...      
3.6 

8:49 
9:28 

10:10 
10:58 
11:53 
12:17 

1:08 

4.1 
4.1 
4.1 
4.1 
4.0 
0.2 
1.1

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Northern 
Nights Theater

 650-7626

 
 

Showings: 
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm  

Sunday @ 4 pm  
 Next Week: 

Mission: Impossible - 

The Final Reckoning 
Concessions available. 
Credit cards accepted.

Karate Kid: Legends 
1h 34m • Rated PG-13 

Action/Family

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
Brought 

to you by:

To add an event to the Happenings calendar 

 call us at 772-9393 or email Pilotpub@gmail.com

THURSDAY,  June 12 

Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

Wiggle & Giggle: Stories and Playtime:11:00am, Public Library 

Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Holy Cross House 
 

FRIDAY,  June 13 

Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00pm, Episcopal Church 

Bingo Night: 6:00pm, Sons of Norway Hall 

AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00pm, Episcopal Church 
 

SATURDAY,  June 14 

The Petersburg Market: 11:00am, The Salty Pantry  

Free Crafting Day: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Church at Second and Fram 

No Kings Day - Friends and Neighbors Potluck: Sandy Beach Park 
 

MONDAY, June 16 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Charity Box: 10:00am, First & Fram 

Burger Night: 5:30pm, Moose Lodge 

Borough Assembly Meeting: 6:00pm, Municipal Building 
 

TUESDAY, June 17 

Tai Ji Quan: Moving for Better Balance: 10:00am, Mitkof Dance Studio 

School Board Meeting: 6:00pm, PHS Library 

AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00pm, Holy Cross Classroom 
 

WEDNESDAY, June 18 

Tai Chi: 7:00am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall 

Rotary Lunch and Fellowship: 12:00pm, Salvation Army Hall 

PIA Tribal Council Meeting: 5:00pm, Hallingstad-Peratrovich Building 

Free Dinner For All: 6:00pm, First Baptist Church 

ANB/ANS Monthly Business Meeting: John Hansen Sr. Building 

 

 

 

 

 

FERRY SCHEDULE 
Terminal Office  •  772-3855 or call 800-642-0066        

NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES                SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES

SUN  6/15   COLUMBIA  06:00 P.M. 
SUN  6/22   COLUMBIA  09:00 P.M. 
SUN  6/29   COLUMBIA  06:30 P.M. 
SUN  7/6     COLUMBIA  08:30 P.M. 
SUN  7/13   COLUMBIA  05:00 P.M. 

WED  6/18   COLUMBIA 02:45 A.M. 
WED  6/25   COLUMBIA 02:45 A.M. 
WED  7/2     COLUMBIA 03:00 A.M. 
WED  7/9     COLUMBIA 02:30 A.M. 
WED  7/16   COLUMBIA 01:45 A.M. 

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

WEATHER

DAYLIGHT 
HOURS

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.57” 
This weather service is provided by  
the FAA weather observation station     
at the James A. Johnson Airport. 

 Date Sunrise Sunset   Daylight 
Jun 12  3:58a  9:45p   17:46hrs 
Jun 13  3:58a  9:46p   17:47hrs 
Jun 14  3:58a  9:46p   17:48hrs 
Jun 15  3:58a  9:47p   17:49hrs 
Jun 16  3:58a  8:47p   17:49hrs  
Jun 17  3:58a  9:48p   17:50hrs 
Jun 18  3:58a  9:48p  17:50hrs 

Date 
Jun   4 
Jun   5 
Jun   6 
Jun   7 
Jun   8 
Jun   9 
Jun  10 

 

High 
60 
55 
56 
56 
53 
53  
57 

 

Low 
48 
48 
45 
48 
45             
46 
44               

 

Precip 
0.26 
0.97 
0.01 
0.07 
0.26 

T 
0.00

Alaska Marine Trucking has an opening for  
FULL TIME FREIGHT OPERATIONS  

IN PETERSBURG, ALASKA.  
From dock to classroom to the driver’s seat! 

Alaska Marine Trucking (a Lynden Company) is currently 
looking for an enthusiastic and dedicated candidate to fill the 
position of Freight Operations. This position is the initial step of 
our Dock to Driver training program that will focus on you 
obtaining your CDL class A license. All costs of the CDL training 
and license will be paid for by Alaska Marine Trucking. 

At Alaska Marine Trucking, we are looking for candidates 
who want to learn from the ground up by working our docks 
while getting the training needed to earn your CDL class A 
license. Essential duties and responsibilities of the Freight 
Operations position include receiving, loading and unloading 
freight using forklifts or by hand, securing shipments within or 
on equipment using banding, dunnage, lumber and/or chains.   
 

Or, if you currently have your CDL, we would love to talk  
to you about the opportunities at Alaska Marine Trucking.   

We are looking for local drivers with your experience! 
 
What we offer: 
• Competitive pay 
• Excellent Medical, Dental, Vision benefits 
• Paid time off 
• 401(k) program 
Apply online at www.lynden.com or contact Service Center 

Manager Kurt Kivisto at (907)518-0969 with questions. 



 
Silver Bay Seafoods,  
Petersburg facility 

The OBI seafood processing 
plant in Petersburg is one of the 
town’s largest employers. 
Campbell said those local jobs 
are not on the chopping block; 
the changes happening are 
“more at the corporate level…” 

“I think what you’re going to 

see is more opportunity to 
maybe bring fish from other 
places to Petersburg. Or when 
Petersburg has too much fish, 
you’ll have a bigger network to 
make sure that that gets 
processed timely,” she said. 
“But none of that is going to be 
seen or felt by the fishermen on 
the water. The goal is to make it 
seamless and supportive … so 
that they can concentrate on 

running their fishing busi-
nesses.” 

Asked about the transition’s 
timeline, Campbell said, “It’s 
fully under Silver Bay manage-
ment now,” meeting their goal 
to be “fully up and running” by 
the time large volume deliveries 
arrive from the summer fish-
eries.  

Then Campbell explained 
that Silver Bay plans to operate 

a lengthy season. 
“So we’ll open up for tanners 

in February, just like under OBI, 
and then roll right through the 
halibut, the black cod, the dun-
gies, into salmon, and stay open 
for fall fisheries,” she elabo-
rated. “We do intend to buy 
gillnet fish, seined fish, crab, 
longline fish. We [want to] 
make sure that we’re support-
ing the fishermen who operate 
in a multi-species way.” 

 
Keeping the variety 
But will all the same product 

be processed the same way? 
Campbell says that’ll change a 
little bit. 

Campbell noted the plant 
was installing some different 
processing equipment, the pur-
pose for which she described as 
a means to “maximize all the 
fish” and “have the ability to 
produce the right product at the 
right time” if the consumer 
market shifts. 

“But you will still see a lot of 
the same things … and many of 
the same core products,” she 
said. “So really across the 
board, looking to produce a va-

riety of products.” 
And looking to the upcom-

ing season, Campbell sees a few 
key factors. 

“It’s a time of great uncer-
tainty in the national policy and 
global economy, but as long as 
there are no major disruptors I 
think people should feel good 
that we’re seeing strong halibut 
markets … strong crab markets 
… some recovery in the salmon 
markets after a couple of really 
difficult years,” she said. “And 
our industry is very cyclical, but 
I think that message that we be-
lieve we’re turning a corner 
here and see a lot of hope for 
the future is one that I hope 
folks can hear and take heart 
in.” 

Overall, Campbell said the 
fishermen-owned company is 
“committed to this commu-
nity.” 

“The profit sharing back 
with the fishermen all applies to 
this Petersburg facility, just like 
it does to the rest of Silver Bay. 
And that’s really what I’m hop-
ing that people will take away 
from this transition.”

 
JOBS 

 
Petersburg Indian Association 
has 2 job openings: Tribal Victim 
Services Director, full-time, 
salary: $31-$35/hr, DOE; and 
Custodian, 4 hours per day, 
salary starts at $18/hr. Full job 
descriptions are available at pia-

tribal.org or at the PIA front desk. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-12b38 
Join the PW Insurance Team! 
We are hiring a customer service 
representative with the opportu-
nity to transition to an insurance 
producer if desired. The ideal 
candidate is enthusiastic, detail-
oriented, and willing to learn. We 
are looking for someone with 

customer service experience and 
strong communication skills. If 
you thrive in fast-paced environ-
ments and enjoy building rela-
tionships, this is the job for you! 
Salary DOE, minimum starting 
wage $24 per hour. Please call 
907-772-3858 or text 907-802-
5366 for more information or 
visit www.p-wins.com/job-
posting to apply. 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-15b84 
Wanted: boat/crew to harvest 
outside southeast black cod.  
907-738-1439 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-1b9 
Billikin Transfer is looking for 
day workers to load and unload 
vans. Call 907-772-3123 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn5-9b14 

 
FOR SALE 

 
1983 Grand Banks Classic 
Motor Yacht - $69,000 in Peters-
burg. Recently surveyed at 
$120,000. She’s powered by twin 
120 HP Ford Lehman Diesels 
with just under 8500 hours each. 
The genset is a 8 KW 1997 
Northern Lights with 4940 hours. 
A 2018 11ft 6in “AB” RIB 
(Rigid Inflatable Boat) with a 4 
person capacity and a lightly 
used 2018 20 HP Yamaha out-

board are included, as is a full set 
of charts for SE Alaska, all tools, 
fishing tackle and equipment 
needed for cruising and fishing 
are included. It is well main-
tained and comfortable. Call Pat 
Smith. 907-518-1297 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .tfn6-12b98 
 

MISCELLAnEOUS 
 
newsprint Roll Ends - good 
for packing, table coverings, 
artwork. Pay by the pound. 
Available at Petersburg Pilot, 

LIQUOR LICENSE TRANSFER APPLICATION 
Point Baker Trading Post, dba Point Baker Trading Post located
at Lot 40 Point Baker, Point Baker, Alaska is applying for transfer of
a Beverage Dispensary AS 04.09.200 liquor license and Package Store
License AS 04.11.150 to Point Baker Trading Post. Interested persons 
should submit written comment to their local governing body, the
applicant, and to the Alcoholic Beverage Control Board at 550 West 
7th Ave. Suite 1600 Anchorage AK 99501 or 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov.     
Published: June 12, 19, 26, July 3, and 10, 2025
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Read the

Artifact Archive

Silver Bay Seafoods, Petersburg  
P.O. Box 1147 • Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Telephone: 907-772-4294 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
at SILVER BAY SEAFOODS

 

                 Applications  
Now Open for 2025. Check out 
careers.silverbayseafoods.com

• FULL TIME Parts Department Counter: this is an inside job  
environment consisting of operating POS stations and inventory  

control tasks in an accounting program.  
• PART TIME Office Worker: accts receivable, daily till and payroll. 

Must have a valid DL, be able to lift 50lbs.  
and customer relation skills.  

Email resume to: office@pistonrudder.com or stop by the office for  
an application and more complete job description. 

 
P.O. Box 1308 • 1000 S. Nordic Dr. Petersburg, AK 99833 

Phone: (907) 772-4240 •  Fax: (907) 772-4210 

JOB  
OPPORTUNITIES

Musical Equipment & Lessons
907-978-6365

Flare Off Event 
Friday, June 20th 

6 p.m. at  
the Scow Bay Boat Ramp   
The community is invited to bring your expired flares  

for an educational opportunity on lighting off flares safely.  
Safety gear provided. 

 
This event is coordinated by the Petersburg Volunteer Fire Department  

in partnership with the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Auxiliary  

No Kings Day Hot Doge Roast 
Saturday, June 14 

Sandy Beach Pavillion 2 
5:30p - 7:30p 

Fresh Grilled Hot Doges provided, bring a dish to share!

Hosted by Petersburg Friends and  
Neighbors, an Indivisible Chapter 

Email for more information: 
petersburg.ak.neighbors@proton.me

Senior Meals  

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+ 
and their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted 
living facility). Dinner is served at 5 p.m. All meals are suggested 
donation only. Please call Mountain View Food Service at 772-
4331 before noon for reservations. 

Monday, June 16 
Baked Cod, Rice, Mixed Vegetables, Brownie, Milk 

Tuesday, June 17 
Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Gravy, Broccoli, Cookie 

Wednesday, June 18 
Pasta Salad with Ham, Fruit Cup, Muffin, 

Milk 
Thursday, June 19 

Liver and Onions, Mashed Potatoes, 
Carrots, Ambrosia Salad 

Friday, June 20 
Chicken Caesar Wrap, Chips, Orange, 

Cheese Stick, Apple Sauce

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the 
Community Calendar. 

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: June 13: Dianna 
Sakamoto, Kyle Wallin. June 14: Jeremy Duddles, Sami Bottler. 
June 15: Darlene Alexander, Kathy Knight, Keely Hankins, 
Kurt Wohlhueter, Michelle Buness, Yancy Nilsen. June 16: 
Carole Triem, Jacob Katasse, Sally Dwyer, Teresa Versteeg. June 
17: Chad Hammer, Doreen Curtis, LeeRoy Newton, Samuel 
Jackson, Shirlea Olsen. June 18: Helen Riemer, Jason Luhr. 

Those celebrating anniversaries this week are: June 13: 
Merlin and Linda Bell. June 15: Rich and Amy Wiebe, Suzanne 
and Larry Peterson. June 18: Jess and Kimmey Phillips. 

If you’d like to be included on our list, please call 907-772-
9393.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Open: Monday - Friday: 9:30a-5:30p, Saturday: 10:00a-5:00p 
Sunday: 12:00p - 4:00p 

P:(907) 772-4229,  gear@leesclothing.com 

Lee’s Clothing

 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

SEAPA Annual Maintenance Shutdown 2025 
SEAPA has shut down their hydroelectric feed to Petersburg 

from June 10th  - 18th  for their annual maintenance.     
Please conserve energy, which helps out operators control 

the loads and minimizes the amount of diesel burned. When 
possible, run appliances during non-peak hours. Peak hours 
are from 7am - 10am and 5pm - 8pm.   

The less power all customers use, 
the less diesel fuel is needed to meet local power demands and 
the lower the fuel adjustment cost will be.  

PMPL thanks our customers for their understanding, support, and conservation efforts. 

If you have any questions, please call PMPL at 772-5433. 
Published: June 12, 2025
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The first telephone system came to Petersburg in 1916. Phone lines were installed at the wireless station, 
Glacier Fish Company, Hogue and Tveten Company and the two city docks. A newspaper editorial in 1922 
urged Petersburg citizens to vote for a city-wide telephone system, saying the modern convenience might just 
be considered a necessity, noting that in case of a fire at the Point or beyond the mill a runner would have to 
dash a half mile to sound the alarm. 

In the 1940s the North American Numbering Plan was introduced, leading toward a standardized ten-digit 
format, but it took time for this to be fully implemented. In smaller communities and areas with fewer 
subscribers, shorter numbers were often sufficient. 

This Petersburg Alaska Telephone Directory, from 1948 was delivered to the U.S. Marshall’s Office via the 
United State Postal Service using a 1 1⁄2 cent stamp. Just eight pages, it contains 198 listings – including five 
written in by hand. Under ‘C’ is the listing for Carroll Clausen, a founding member of the Clausen Museum. 
His telephone number was 24-13. 

Information and photos for this column are provided by the Clausen Memorial Museum.
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The public advisory board for the Alaska 
Marine Highway System has recommended that 
the state call an end to the Matanuska’s 53-year 
career in the fleet. The final decision whether to 
sell the unseaworthy ferry rests with the 
governor and his Department of Transportation 
commissioner. 

“There is currently no set timeline for action,” 
said Sam Dapcevich, the department’s 
spokesman. 

The 408-foot-long, 499-passenger ferry has 
been out of service since the fall of 2022, when it 
went into the shipyard in Ketchikan for annual 
maintenance — but workers discovered 
extensive rust which would require millions of 
dollars in repairs to put the Matanuska back to 
work. 

A contractor performed what was essentially 
a full-body scan of the ship last year to determine 
the extent of the “wasted steel.” 

Repair cost estimates presented to the Alaska 
Marine Highway Operations Board this spring 
for the steel replacement and other overhaul 
work on the aging ship started at more than $48 
million and escalated to $132 million if 
additional work and upgrades are included to 
allow the Alaska ferry system to operate the 
Matanuska to restore service to Prince Rupert, 
British Columbia. 

The Matanuska would have to be upgraded 
to meet international safety standards to run 
between Alaska and Prince Rupert. 

“One of the larger items is having to change 
out all of the cabin deck to get rid of dead-end 
corridors,” Dapcevich said. 

The ferry system does not have that much 
money available for the extensive repairs and 
upgrades. 

Marine Director Craig Tornga told the 
advisory board that finding that much money to 
put the Matanuska back into service would 
compete with the need to collect enough state 
and federal dollars to build a new mainline 
vessel for the fleet. 

“We just don’t want to be competing against 
our newbuild plan that’s in the long-range plan,” 
he said. 

The public advisory board, which is 
appointed by the governor, unanimously 

recommended in April that the Alaska Marine 
Highway System and the Department of 
Transportation “make all due effort to move 
toward the planned and reasonable removal” of 
the Matanuska from service. 

“The only thing surprising is that it took that 
long to come to that decision,” said Robert 
Venables, executive director of the Southeast 
Conference, which was established in 1958 to 
advocate for creating the ferry system. 

If the ship is officially retired and sold, it 
would join a list of four other state ferries sent to 
the scrapyard or sold to other operators in the 
past seven years. 

Though the Matanuska hasn’t carried 
passengers in almost three years, it is providing 
housing. 

“The vessel continues to serve an important 
role as a moored hotel ship, providing essential 
lodging support for crewmembers until the 
Alaska Marine Highway System can secure 
alternative accommodations,” Dapcevich said in 
an email. 

The Matanuska, tied to the dock in Ketchikan, 
provides temporary accommodations for crew 
unable to find a place to live in the community’s 
tight housing market. 

Alaska Marine Highway System Engineering 
Manager Troy Sherrill gave a detailed 
presentation at the April advisory board meeting 
about the process of evaluating the Matanuska’s 
condition. 

He referenced 2023 work on another state 
ferry that required the use of 11 steel inserts at a 
cost of $535,000. 

“The Matanuska car deck alone will require 
over 200 (steel) inserts,” he said. “If you want to 
do the quick, rough mental math on the cost, 
there you go.” 

The ship would need almost 125,000 pounds 
of new steel throughout the vessel to replace the 
plates and sections damaged or weakened by 
extensive rust, according to last year’s inspection 
and contractor’s report 

The advisory board “joins with all Alaska 
communities … who have benefited from the 
service by the Matanuska in expressing its 
thanks to the crew, staff and contractors that 
have kept her sailing throughout her 62 years of 
service,” said a motion drafted by board 
member Wanetta Ayers and approved by the 
panel. 

 
By LARRY PERSILY 
Wrangell Sentinel writer

Advisory board recommends 
ending Matanuska’s career

Petersburg Pilot

Petersburg Pilot

Petersburg Pilot


