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Petersburg adds its help to Wrangell recovery efforts
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By OLIVIA ROSE

Pilot writer and

MARK C. ROBINSON
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

Following the devastating
landslide that happened in
Wrangell the night of Nowv. 20,
volunteers throughout South-
east have organized several
ways to support the town of 2
thousand. Volunteers in Peters-
burg organized a relief effort in
less than 24 hours and shipped
donated supplies to the neigh-
boring community.

In Wrangell, a crowd of vol-
unteers —including Parks and
Recreation Director Lucy Mo-
line-Robinson, Chris and Dixie
Booker from C&D Deliveries
and fourth-grade teacher Brian
Merritt— gathered at the Re-
liance Dock on Nov. 22 to of-
fload donated relief supplies
delivered from Petersburg by
Breakaway Adventures.

The dozens of plastic totes

Continued on page 16
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Photo courtesy of Katie Holmlund

Petersburg volunteers work together to move supplies from the UHaul loaded with gathered donations including clothing, food, water, dog food,
and more down the Banana Point boat ramp to the Breakaway water taxi ready to rush the goods to Wrangell.

State releases names of landslide dead and missing

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel writer

WRANGELL — State officials have
released the names of the four people
killed and two others still missing from
the Nov. 20 landslide that hit just past 11-
Mile Zimovia Highway.

As of Monday, Nov. 27, searchers had
found the bodies of Timothy Heller, 44,
his wife, Beth Heller, 36, and their

daughters, Mara, 16, and Kara, 11.

Mara was a high school junior and
Kara was in fifth grade.

Searchers found Mara’s body the
night of the slide, during the initial
search operations by first responders
able to reach the site. Crews found Tim-
othy and Beth Heller the next day.

They found Kara on Saturday
evening, Nov. 25, after a scent-detection
dog indicated on an area in the landslide

Burglary suspect in custody

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot editor

An arrest has been made for the re-
cent string of burglaries of downtown
Petersburg businesses.

Zachary Bray, 27, was taken into
custody by Petersburg Police Depart-
ment (PPD) on Nov. 22.

According to charging documents
filed with the court by PPD, an initial
warrant to search a package was is-
sued after USPS Postal Inspectors re-
ceived a report from the Petersburg
Post Office of multiple suspicious con-
tacts with Bray seeking to collect a sus-
picious package, followed by a
break-in at the post office.

PPD Officer Jared Popp executed

that search warrant, and inside the
package found 14.17 grams of sus-
pected counterfeit M30 pills believed
to contain fentanyl.

Next, the Petersburg Police, Alaska
Wildlife Troopers, and United States
Postal Inspectors executed a search
warrant looking for evidence of nar-
cotics trafficking and possession at a
residence in Petersburg.

Bray was at the residence and was
placed into custody at that time. Offi-
cers searched the residence and found
what they described as items com-
monly used in narcotics sales, as well
as evidence of fentanyl consumption.

According to the charging docu-
ments, when questioned at the police

Continued on page 5

debris.

Searchers had not yet found Derek
Heller, 12, or Otto Florschutz, 65, as of
Monday afternoon, Nov. 27.

Derek was in sixth grade.

Christina Florschutz was rescued
from the upper level of their home the
morning after the slide and brought to
the hospital for medical treatment,
where she was reported in good condi-
tion later that day.

Responders used drones, helicopters
and planes, teams with scent-detection
dogs and searchers aboard boats to
search the slide area last week.

Though state agencies and others
have ended the active search for sur-
vivors, “it remains a priority of the state
of Alaska and Alaska State Troopers to
locate the missing Alaskans so that we
can bring closure to their families and
the community,” Department of Public
Safety officials said in a statement.

The bodies of the four people recov-
ered from the slide area were sent to the
State Medical Examiner’s Office in An-
chorage for autopsy.

The 450-foot-wide slide hit three
homes, including the Florschutz home
(upland) and Heller residence (water
side of the highway). A third home (up-
land) was unoccupied at the time.

The Hellers owned and operated
Heller High Water, a contracting busi-
ness, working on docks, barge landings
and other marine facilities.

The company has been active
throughout Southeast, including making
repairs to the city-owned barge landing
ramp in Wrangell in 2021 and pulling
out rusted steel pilings in 2022 at the site
of the former 6-Mile sawmill.

Beth Heller served on the school
board 2019-2020 after several years on
the school district’s parent advisory
committee.

It was her first time in elected office.
In an interview with the Sentinel in 2019,
she said she decided to run because she
believed in volunteering in the commu-
nity, and because she had three children
in school. Her biggest concern, she said,
was the harm of state funding cuts to the
schools.

Beth and Timothy both grew up in
Wrangell and married in August 2010,
said Tyla Nelson, who described herself
as Beth Heller’s best friend since high
school.

Nelson described her friend as a “fan-

Continued on page 3
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November 30, 1923 - The
Thanksgiving Eve masquerade
this year was a most enjoyable
and successful affair. The hall
was crowded and the costumes
were many and varied. The hit
of the evening was Barney
Google and Spark Plug, enacted
by Alva Allen with Mat Rayner
and Jonas Hallingstad as the
“front and hind legs of the
‘orse.”” Mrs. Lillian Renke as
the Irish hod carrier was very
clever and caused considerable
comment. Chris Gronseth as the
snowman was a decided
novelty, his costume showing
considerable ingenuity and
much work. Mrs. Hans Wick as
a widow received a prize as the
best dressed woman. Mrs. Pete
Skog in a Spanish costume was
awarded the best sustained
character prize and Louis
Tenfjord, in a Norwegian
national costume, received the
gents best dressed prize. Mrs. J.
Grant Sutherland, representing
death in a skeleton costume,
was awarded the most original
ladies prize and, while the lady
herself is a long ways removed
from a skeleton, the
representation ~ was  very
realistic. There were many other
good costumes which caused
much comment and deserved
prizes.

December 3, 1948 - Bruce
MacKechnie is rapidly
recovering this week and may
return to work at the Men's
Shop on Monday following an
accident in Blind Slough last
Sunday afternoon. Bruce was
en route to the power plant to
deliver mail to city employees
and three guns to be repaired by

Wearing heavy clothing, boots
and a pack sack he was almost
helpless and only after about
thirty-five minutes of clinging
to and cutting the ice with his
hunting knife was he able to
reach shore. Bruce had also
miscalculated the tide.
Knowing the ice was weak in
spots, he figured if the ice did
break he could still wade to
shore. His pack was too tight to
his back to be removed in the
water. He was carrying his own
.30 caliber Remington which he
tossed several feet onto the ice,
but it also broke the surface and
sank. He hopes it can be
retrieved by Bert Zuver at low
tide. After reaching shore only
superhuman endurance took
him to his boat by stumbling
and crawling. He managed to
start his outboard motor and
went immediately to the
Smikum Club cabin where he
started a small fire and waited
for help from Bert Zuver and
Ernie Young. Bruce was spotted
while in the ice by Mrs. Ernest
Young through binoculars and
she called the power house to

notify Zuver and Young. Zuver
arrived at the cabin first and
made hot coffee and supplied
MacKechnie with dry clothes.
Recovering somewhat at the
cabin, Bruce left and motored to
the end of the road where his
car was waiting and arrived
home at 7 p.m. Bruce is
receiving  treatment  and
recovering at home.

November 29, 1973 - Carl
Thynes, principal of Petersburg
High, has announced some
changes in the gym schedule for
the remainder of the school
year. The changes are a result of
the energy crisis and are being
implemented in an effort to
conserve fuel and electricity.
Thynes also imposed several
other restrictions to the use of
the gym: all groups are to
vacate the gym by 7:30; lighting
is to be reduced and heating
held to a minimum; when
varsity team is on the road, the
JV team shall utilize the 4:00 to
5:30 time period and drill team
the 5:30 to 6:15 time slot. Gym
use will terminate at 6:15 on

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS
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USFS Downtown District Office

Wright Auditorium
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THURSDAY, November 30
Stories In Motion: 11:00am, Public Library
Forest Service Informational Hiring Event: 12:00pm and 5:30pm,

Share Coalition Meeting: 12:00pm, PMC Dorothy Ingle Conf. Rm
Wrestling Mini-Dual against Sitka & senior recognition: 6:30 pm PHS Gym
Free Dinner Get Together: 5:30pm, Lutheran Church Basement
Elementary School 4th and 5th Grade Music Concert: 6:00pm,

Aaska

AIRLINES

those days. A new schedule will
be announced when wrestling
begins. The gym is also being
insulted and Thynes has a crew
cleaning out the storage area. A
number of useful items, too
good to junk out, will be free for
the taking at the west end of the
gym at 11:00 a.m. on Friday.
Included are 15 student desks, 2
workbenches, 1 lathe table, 1
drawing table, several
windows, a magazine rack,
several chairs, a small child’s
chair, and 2 old wrestling mats.
These are free for the taking on
a first come, first grab basis.
Thynes also announced that the
schools will be closed an
additional two days during the
Christmas vacation period.
Students will now return to
school on January 7. The lost
hours will be made up by
taking a shorter Spring
vacation, Thynes said.

December 3, 1998 - If you
haven’t gotten into the holiday
spirit yet, Vara Wright's latest
production called “Christmas
for a King” should do the trick.
Old King Cole is the center of
this play that runs December 4
and 5 in the middle school
auditorium at 7 pm.
Apparently he’s not such a
merry old soul in this story
which also features other
nursery rhyme characters such
as Simple Simon, Little Bo Peep,
Widow O’Grumpity and the
Little Match Girl, who plays a
short but pivotal role in the
script, according to writer and
director Wright. “It’s the story
of Old King Cole and he’s very
bored and very wealthy and

there’s nothing he wants. The
villagers turn him around,”
Wright said. While the
characters are all children’s
story heroes, the characters
have been enhanced a bit to
keep adults interested, no doubt
with a healthy heaping of
Wright's trademark wordplay.
The play is the result of last
year’s success for the Magic
Moments Theater, “A
Christmas in Oz.” Wright said
people responded well to a
Christmas play and gave her
the encouragement for this
effort. The cast is about 13
characters in all, with musical
accompaniment by pianist Joy
Davis, several soloists and a
group of carolers. The script
will be the sixth original Wright
play to be performed in
Petersburg. Tickets are $1 for
kids and seniors and $3 for
adults.

Northern

Nights Theater

This Weekend:

The Marvels

1h 45m - Rated PG-13
Action/Adventure

Showings:
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm
Sunday @ 4 pm

Next weekend:
The Nutcracker
Presented by
The Mitkof Dance Troupe

Concessions available.

w ‘; 'Credlt cards accepted.
; i./
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Landshde victims

Wrangell

Florschutz

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

WRANGELL — Christina
Florschutz, an aide at Ever-
green Elementary School, sur-
vived the 11-Mile landslide
killed at least four people Now.
20 — even after debris de-
stroyed her home and trapped
her overnight.

The evening of the slide,
Florschutz went upstairs to
take a shower. After she got
out, she heard “a horrible noise,
a very loud noise.”

Before she could react, the
landslide slammed into her
house, tossing her “like a piece
of weightless popcorn” around
the room until she lost con-
sciousness.

When she woke up, she was
trapped between the roof of her
house and a pile of debris. It
was dark, rain was falling, and
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COURTESY OF HVALAH PRAISE PHOTOGRAHY
The Heller family had a portrait taken at Sandy Point in December of 2021. From left: Derek, Timothy, Kara, Beth, and Mara,
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Continued from page 1
tastic human,” adding, “she was a wonderful mother
(and) did everything for those babies.”

This past spring, Derek Heller played the Tin Man
in the elementary school production of “The Wizard
of Oz.”

Kara took first place in this year’s Fourth of July
Crazy Crafts race, teaming up with Violet Allen for the
winning entry in the 17-year-old-and-under category.

Otto Florschutz was among the 48 candidates who
ran in the special election primary in June 2022 to fill
the seat of the late U.S. Rep. Don Young. He said in a
pre-election interview that he was running not expect-
ing to win but to ensure that voters would have the op-
tion of a solidly pro-life candidate.

He received 193 votes out of nearly 162,000 cast,
doing better than 24 other candidates in the crowded
field.

Florschutz said he was known for his ability to
forge consensus.

“As a 42-year commercial fisherman I have worn
many hats,” he said. “Besides catching fish, I have
served in community elected positions, done boat re-
pair, mechanics, welding, carpentry, business and
much more.”

He had returned to town from a fishing trip the day
before the slide.

Florschutz had been elected three times to the
Wrangell Port Commission and had also served on the
local Fish and Game Advisory Committee.

The Anchorage Daily News contributed reporting for
this story.

survives after landslide traps her overnight

she had no idea how big the
slide was or whether anyone in
town knew about it yet.

“I was hanging kind of head
down, at an angle, with my feet
up,” she recalled in an inter-
view from her hospital bed four
days later. “It was fairly un-
comfortable.” She had sus-
tained a few injuries and her
heart was pounding.

She felt around in the dark-
ness and found a plastic bag
full of pieces of polar fleece
yardage from her upstairs
sewing room. “Right then and
there, I knew I was going to
live,” she said. “I was going to
live. I was meant to live.”

She pulled the fleece over
herself and waited for morning,.
“I had awful leg cramps,” she
said. “I was screaming with the
leg cramps at times.”

Sometime after dawn, she
unstuck herself and walked to-
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ward the back corner of the
house. “The house had slid
down mostly intact,” she re-
called. “And then it slammed
into the old shop and the bed-
room ... shot off and continued
farther. They found pieces of it
in the water.”

Surveying the wreckage, she
was shocked by the size of the
slide and wondered if other
homes had been hit. “I thought,
‘Wow, I hope Wrangell is still
around.”” As she continued to
look through the debris, she
found a bag of women’s large
pajama bottoms, which she had
bought at the thrift store to use
for sewing projects.

“They’re really good quality
for fleece,” she said, though “I
shouldn’t be telling my se-
crets.”

She used the pajama bot-
toms to cover her legs, arms
and head. Then, she started off
across the debris field until she
got to its edge, which was piled
high with trees.

“I see hats going through the
trees,” she said. “Baseball caps.
And I thought, “people!””

She doesn’t remember ex-
actly who found her first, but
eventually a group of six or

PHOTO BY CAROLEINE JAMES/WRANGELL SENTINEL

From her hospital bed on Nov. 24, Christina Florschutz demonstrates
how she pulled pajama bottoms that she found in the debris over her
legs, arms and head to keep warm. Her house was destroyed in the
landslide, and after spending the night in the wreckage, she was res-

cued the morning of Nov. 21.

seven people put her in a sled
and dragged her across the rub-

Public Service Announcement

We CANNOT process UPS
returns with just a QR code.

We need the UPS shipping label
to accept your return.

CITY CARGO
Jm907-772-3010

ble, she recalled.

She spent the rest of the
week recovering at Wrangell
Medical Center, receiving calls
from friends. Once she’s re-
leased, she’s looking forward to
greeting the third graders she
works with. “When they heard
that I was actually alive, they
got a little rowdy,” she said.

Florschutz believes that the
circumstances of her survival
are a miracle and is grateful to
the community for their sup-
port. Being in Alaska forces you
to “learn to live with others and
help each other,” she said. “It
forces you to not try to be an is-
land. ... We can’t exist without
each other. And the greatest
treasure that we have here are
the people.”
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To THE EDITOR

To Whom It
May Concern

To the Editor:

I am 82 years old now. My
great-grandchildren are seventh
generation of family residents
growing up in Petersburg. Kay
and I were adopted and given
Tlingit names by elder Pete
Marten, Senior, fifty years ago,
into a Tlingit society that has

Opinion

indisputably proven to exist in
S.E. Alaska for over 10,000 years
and literally hundreds of
generations.

Thirty years ago, Spencer
Israelson, who spent his youth
at Point Agassiz, took me to the
mainland and showed me
many petroglyphs that he and
his friends had found as they
grew up in the area. He also
showed me evidence of a native
fish trap at Muddy River.

My grandfather, Carol
Clausen, took me to Sandy
Beach when I was eight years
old and showed me the
petroglyphs there and the fish
traps which have been carbon
dated and documented to have
existed at least 2000 years
which was about the same time
that Jesus was born. Several
years ago, a freshet at the south
end of Blind Slough revealed a
fish trap carbon dated 5000

been scientifically and

GUEST EDITORIAL

Regional monitoring system needed for landslides

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel publisher

Southeast Alaska is known for rain, wind-
storms, mountainsides that loom above resi-
dential areas — and landslides that occur with
increasing frequency.

Sitka knows the risk, and the pain, losing
three people in a 2015 landslide.

Haines lost two people in a 2020 slide.

And now Wrangell is added to the list.

That list doesn’t include the multiple land-
slides over the years that caused damage and
fear, but thankfully no deaths.

After the 2015 slide, the Sitka Sound Science
Center took the lead and worked with the com-
munity — and federal money — to set up a
landslide warning system. “We started when
we had our landslide. We started calling scien-
tists and asking: “What do we need to know
about landslides,”” Lisa Busch, executive direc-
tor at the science center, said.

Mudflows, even stuffed with fallen trees, fall
too fast for motion sensors to provide adequate
warning, so Sitka focused on placing rain
gauges and soil-monitor sensors around town.

Data from those instruments is fed into a
central unit, where a geoscientist can analyze
the numbers and post the appropriate warning
to the website sitkalandslide.org. From there,
people can make their own decisions whether
to stay in place or move to safer ground.

The Sitka website includes a historical per-
spective too. For example, the high-risk warn-
ing level includes the message: “Multiple
landslides are very likely to occur in the Sitka

area. There have been three storms in the last
20 years with similarly intense rainfall, and all
three of them initiated multiple landslides.”

Expanding a similar system around South-
east of gauges, real-time analysis and terrain
maps showing people the risk in specific areas
will cost millions of dollars. But it would be
money well spent for the safety of tens of thou-
sands of people living in coastal communities
from Metlakatla to Skagway.

The Sitka Sound Science Center received a
federal grant to design and develop monitoring
and warning systems in collaboration with
tribal entities in six communities: Yakutat, Sk-
agway, Hoonah, Klukwan, Kasaan and Craig.
The next step should be to expand that effort,
which will require state and federal help.

Wrangell’s Interim Borough Manager
Mason Villarma was scheduled to travel to
Washington, D.C., this week to meet with the
state’s congressional delegation and officials
with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency. His meetings follow on discussions he
had in Wrangell last week with Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy and other state officials.

Villarma said he respectfully asked: “My
question to the governor and his commission-
ers was, ‘Does something have to happen be-
fore we do something?"”

It's a good question, and one that the gover-
nor and other state officials, Alaska’s congres-
sional delegation and federal agencies need to
work on. A regionwide monitoring system to
at least provide people with a warning of what
could come down the mountainside would be
a good answer.

Ritter’s River

by Marc Lutz

( DID YOU SAY

THE WRONG
THING TO YOUR
WIFE AGAIN?

THE DEN JUST
CAN'T CONTAIN MY
ALPHA MALE VIBES/

Copyright 2023 by Marc Lutz

by Chad Carpenter

THE PREVIOUS OWNERS
DECIDED TO DOWNSIZE,
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years ago. Tlingit fish traps
have been found in several
places in Wrangell Narrows,
Duncan Canal, and the
mainland.

When I was 24 years old and
living in Sitka, I became close
friends with an 85 year old
Tlinget from Angoon. Bob
Zubuoff was born around 1880,
and was taught by his
grandfather and his great-
grandfather. He said, “this land
is sacred for us to live on and is
to be respected. It is a great part
of what we leave to those who
follow us. The Creator and
mother earth have given us this
land to use to survive; and we
give thanks always for what we
have been provided. We leave
this spiritual place as we have
found it.”

The five communities
involved in the Landless claim
have promised that when the
land is finally acquired, they
would allow existing public use
and public access to all of us
forever.

The Tongass National Forest
is named after the Tongass
people, Taant’a Kwaan, of
Kichxaan, which remains
unacknowledged by most of us.
The indigenous people of
Southeast Alaska, have
stewarded the entirety of this
area since time immemorial.
These five communities are
asking for less than1/2 of 1% to
be returned to their care. The
Landless legislation is
unanimously championed by

Alaska’s duly elected,

bipartisan delegation.
Petersburg’s Borough

Assembly voted down

supporting their efforts by a
very close margin. Hopefully,
they will revisit this issue and
vote to support these landless
communities in their quest for a

very small portion of land to be
returned to them.

By our being honored and
given Tlinget names, Kay and I
will not benefit from this
transfer of land. The only
satisfaction will be being able to
see this land returned to those
who deserve it. Let us please
show our support to these five
communities. Remember in
your decision that they have
promised, if and when the land
is returned to them, they will
allow public use and public
access to all of us.

Sincerely,
Mike Schwartz

Clear answers
to our
Petersburg
Medical Center
Part 2

To the Editor:

After a 3 day exhaustive
comparison of the old city
charter and the 2006 Borough
code I found the following. The
old city code gave the hospital
board complete control. As of
2006 the Borough Assembly is
to provide procedures on real
property and finances. After
September 15th PMC is to
provide a yearly audit and 6
year  plan on  capital
improvements to the assembly
for review and discussion. If
any loan, line of credit or
similar financing is sought by
PMC, a note of the people and
assembly approval is required.
However all municipal
buildings belong to the
Borough (public) technically.
You can review the code and

Continued on page 5
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To THE EDITOR

Continued from page 4

ordinances at Petersburgak.gov. There is a link for the medical

enter.

Great News!! As of August 2023 the PMC board meetings
are on KFSK and held in the assembly chambers. They are
held the 4th Thursday of the month at 5:30 (exception, due to
Thanksgiving Dec 7 is the next one). They are extremely
informative and include about 8 committee reports. The
agenda and board members email addresses can be found at
pmcak.org. During the board meeting one can give a 5 minute
public statement. Besides contacting board members you can
email any statements to kleatherman at pmc-health.org.

You can also call into KFSK (772-3808) at 12:30, on the day
of hospital board meetings, to ask questions of the PMC staff.
I'believe this is the only regular opportunity to ask questions.
Marlene Cushing is rotating boxes for comments throughout
town.

In our new facility there shall be the same number of beds
and staff. MRI's may be available. The energy and space will
be more efficient. The amount of square foot requirements for
each section is determined by code.

PMC is requesting 37 million from our state budget. You
can contact our state legislators by calling the LIO at 772-3741
as of Jan. 2024 for contact information. Please get involved.
Thanks to our PMC board members and staff. In Oct 2023,
1262 Petersburg residents voted. I hope this reflects
community involvement. We only have 3200 people. Eighty
percent are over 19 years of age.

Police Chief Jim Kerr.

Respectfully,
Cindy Lynn

The Community of Petersburg
and the Oxford Carolers Present:

d Winter

dongs of the sgason for and by Petersburg
Wednesday, Dec. 20th 7 pm
Lutheran Church Sanctuary

Well practiced musicians are invited to contact
Nicole McMurren by Dec. 17th at
907-518-4223 to join the program
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Burglary arrest

Continued from page 1

station, Bray admitted to expecting the package
containing fentanyl pills, and that, to make money
after a rough summer fishing season, he planned
to sell the fentanyl for profit.

Bray was booked into Petersburg jail and
charged with Misconduct Involving a Controlled
Substance in the Second Degree, a Class A Felony.

During the search of Bray’s residence, items re-
ported stolen during the recent burglary at mari-
juana dispensary The 420 were observed.

A task force officer contacted a state judge to
amend their search warrant to include the items
from the local burglaries, according to Petersburg

Items found matched the inventory of stolen
items provided to police by The 420. Reportedly,
police also found items of clothing that were con-
sistent with those seen in security camera footage
from the downtown burglaries.

According to police, during his interview at the
time of the arrest for the drug charge, Bray admit-
ted to the burglaries at El Zarape, The 420, Peters-
burg Moose Lodge, Blomster Hus, and the post
office, allegedly stating that the thefts were con-
ducted in order to send payment to the drug deal-
ers who had allegedly shipped the pills and were
now threatening harm and demanding cash.

Police charged Bray with five Class C Felony
counts of Burglary in the Second Degree.

According to the charging documents, all of the
burglaries included additional crimes of theft and
criminal mischief due to damage caused by the
use of a pry bar to force open cash drawers and
doors. Consistent pry marks were reportedly dis-
played on most of the damaged items.

That resulted in more charges including three
Class C Felony counts of Theft in the Second De-
gree of property with a value of more than $750,
one misdemeanor count of Theft in the Fourth De-
gree for property valued less than $250, two mis-
demeanor counts of Criminal Mischief in the Third
Degree for damage to property in an amount
$1,000 or more, and three misdemeanor counts of

Police report

Petersburg Police Department
(PPD) advised the Department
- of Transportation of several
downed trees and flooding
along the Mitkof Highway in the
Crystal
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Criminal Mischief in the Fourth Degree for prop-

erty damage in an amount between $250 and $750.
These charges were presented during Bray’s
Felony First Appearance on Nov. 22, at which time

a public defender was appointed.

The prosecutor contended that Bray posed a
flight risk if released from custody; considering
this and other factors, an appearance bond was set
in the amount of $10,000 with 10 percent cash se-
cured. Superior Court Judge Katherine Lybrand
explained the defendant would need to pay $1,000
of the appearance bond upfront, but if he failed to
make any court appearances the other $9,000
would be imposed.

A $10,000 cash performance bond was set,

at this time.

ries.

solved.”

which would be forfeited if any of the defendant’s
conditions of release were violated. Combined,
the defendant would need to produce $11,000 to
leave police custody while the case moves through
the court system.

During the First Appearance, the prosecution
chose to drop all the theft and criminal mischief
charges, citing a lack of detail in the probable cause
statement regarding the dollar amounts for each
specific offense.

Chief Kerr expects those charges will be rein-
troduced when the damage estimates from each
break in and the value of stolen goods are pre-
sented to the grand jury.

Bray remains in custody in the Petersburg jail

Chief Kerr stated that the police department is
confident that he acted alone during these burgla-

“There were businesses that combed through
lots of surveillance footage to help us piece the time-
lines together,” said Chief Kerr. “To get the person
walking to the businesses, leaving the businesses.
It was basically a community effort. All their hours
put in to assist us, that’s what made the arrest.”

Chief Kerr emphasized his gratitude to “the
community and business owners for working with
the police department. That’s how stuff gets

Hatchery.

PPD served a protective
order on Lumber Street.

A fire drill was conducted on
Charles W Street.

An officer provided a
courtesy transport to a highly
intoxicated individual on Sing
Lee Alley.

Zachary Bray was arrested on
Howkan Street and charged
with burglary.

PPD received a report of a
cement block askew in a parking
lot. Public Works (PPW) was
notified and responded.

November 22 - An officer
investigated suspicious activity
at Sandy Beach Park and
determined it was non-criminal.

An officer conducted a
security check at a business on
Fram Street and found
everything secure.

Property found on the airport
by-pass road was turned in to
the PPD.

An officer assisted the owner
of a business on Sing Lee Alley
with a security walk-through.

An officer conducted a civil
stand-by on Mitkof Highway.

An officer conducted a civil
stand-by on Howkan Street.

PPD received a report of a
nuisance dog at large on Mitkof
Highway.

November 23 - A driver on
Haugen Drive was issued a
warning for headlight
requirements and their
passenger was given a warning
for seat belt requirements.

November 24 - An officer
conducted  extra  patrols
downtown.

PPD received a report of
household trash in the roadway,
due to wildlife, on Mitkof
Highway. An officer attempted
to locate the responsible party.

PPD received a report of an
individual creating a noise
disturbance on North Nordic
Drive.

November 25 - PPD received
areport of minors trespassing on
property on North Nordic
Drive.

November 26 - Dustin
Mullen was arrested on Excel
Street for alleged domestic
violence assault in the fourth
degree.

An officer conducted extra
patrols in the South 6th Street
area.

November 27 - An officer
conducted extra patrols in the
Ira II Street area.

Property lost on Sing Lee
Alley was reported to the PPD.

An individual on Birch Street
spoke with dispatch regarding a
civil issue.

November 28 - An alarm
activated at Pump Station #8.
Water/ Wastewater (W/WW)
was notified and responded.

An officer responded to a
report of suspicious activity on
South Nordic Drive and
determined it was non-criminal.

An officer responded to a
report of a dangerous driver on
Frederick Drive but was unable
to locate the described vehicle.

An officer spoke with an
individual concerning a civil
matter.

PPD received a report of
suspicious activity on 6th Street.
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Eyewitnesses and
slide evacuees share
their stories

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

WRANGELL — People liv-
ing near the landslide’s path
had a harrowing night Nov. 20,
as homes were evacuated and
first responders searched for
people who were unaccounted
for.

Stan Guggenbickler was
missing overnight after going
for a drive on the evening of
Nov. 20. He had baked a cake
for his son’s 18th birthday and
wanted to let the cake cool be-
fore frosting it, so he headed
up the road from his house at
Panhandle Trailer Court to
Middle Ridge cabin in his
truck.

After turning onto the road
to Middle Ridge, debris cov-
ered his exit, trapping him. “It
happened 30 seconds after I
drove across it,” Guggenbick-
ler said. “The road, it just fell
right off. Took all the dirt,
everything.”

The slide was 3,000 feet
long and intercepted the road
in two places. It wasn’t the
same one that destroyed three
homes at 11-Mile, but it was on
the same mountain.

“I wish I'd stayed home and
waited for (the cake) to cool,”
Guggenbickler added.

He slept in his truck and
began heading back to town
by foot the next morning. He
had prepared himself for a
long walk, since he’d learned
via his truck radio that nobody
was allowed to drive past 6-
Mile. Thankfully, state troop-
ers picked him up at the
junction near Pats Creek Road.

“Everything happened for
the good,” Guggenbickler
said.

Once he got home safely, he
baked his son a new cake.

The 11-Mile slide occurred a
few driveways toward town
from Mandy Simpson’s house.
Shortly before 8:51 p.m., “we
heard it happening,” she said.
“We weren’t sure if it was just
the wind or not. I was ready to
scream at my kid to get out of
the house, but it happened so
fast and stopped so fast, we
wouldn’t have been able to get
out.”

“Luckily, my house is safe,”
she added.

She evacuated farther down
the road with her boyfriend

and child and on Nov. 22, was
waiting for the go-ahead to re-
turn home.

Past 9-Mile, 55 homes — in-
cluding the one where Simp-
son and her family took shelter
— were still without power
days after the slide. The road
through the debris was cleared
on Sunday, Nov. 26, and work
began shortly after to restore
power lines.

Angela Stires moved to
Wrangell from Palmer a year
ago, and lives at 12.6-Mile. On
the evening of Nov. 20, “the
dogs started barking and our
power went out,” she said. In
Palmer, her family experi-
enced frequent power outages,
so Stires typically looks at the
clock when the outages start,
so she can measure how long
they last. The clock read 8:45
p-m. when the lights went out
that night, according to Stires.

Her family stayed where
they were, listening to radio
updates, until the firefighters
arrived and initiated the evac-
uation process. “They were
super nice and super polite,”
she said. “My kids, two of
them want to be firefighters
now.”

Eric Yancey picked up the
Stires from Charlie Hazel's
dock with his boat, the Rain-
forest Islander, and trans-
ported them past the slide area
to town at about 3:12 am. A
crowd of around 40 to 50 com-
munity members greeted the
evacuees once they arrived,
Stires said, and even helped
carry the family’s puppy, who
was nervous about water
travel, off the boat.

Yancey said he transported
about 19 people into town that
night.

Stires and her family stayed
at the Stikine Inn. “The Stik
has been awesome,” she said.
“They gave us all rooms, even
with our dogs and everything.
They were up all night getting
people in.”

After settling it at the Stik,
her family took advantage of
the Parks and Recreation com-
munity center, which has
opened its facilities to people
who have been displaced by
the disaster. Her children en-
tertained themselves on scoot-
ers at the old gym. “It’s truly
awesome,” she said of the
community effort.

HOTO COURTESY OF ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Debris from a massive landslide extends into the sea at 11-Mile Zimovia Highway, cutting off road
access for homes south of the slide. This photo was taken Nov. 21, looking north.

Landslide likely caused by rain, high winds

By CAROLEINE JAMES
Wrangell Sentinel reporter

WRANGELL — Heavy
rains, high winds and the
unique topography of the
area likely caused the Nov.
20 landslide at 11-Mile.

The type of landslide that
hit Wrangell is called a “de-
bris flow” — a “notably de-
structive” event that is
common in the region, said
state geologist Barrett Salis-
bury at a Nov. 21 press con-
ference. They occur when
soil becomes so saturated
with water that individual pieces of soil are no
longer touching each other, and lack the
strength to hold themselves in place.

Debris flows can reach speeds of 35 miles
per hour, he said.

By studying the way water moves through
the land and identifying the areas where it ac-
cumulates, geologists can guess where and
how a landslide started.

Data on what triggered the 11-Mile slide is
“super preliminary,” said Mitch McDonald, a
geologist with the state Department of Trans-
portation. But he thinks it’s possible that the
slide may have started somewhere in the mid-
dle of the mountain, not at the top. “There’s a
feature mid-slope that looks like it could trap
water,” he said.

The water saturation process is not a single-
day event, added McDonald. Instead, areas of
saturated soil build up over time, though a sin-
gle concentrated period of heavy rainfall can
cause a slide.

On Nov. 20, more than an inch of rain fell at
11-Mile within a six-hour period — almost
twice as much rain as was measured with the
airport’s rain gauge.

A gauge high on Zarembo Island just west
of Wrangell also registered a 70 mph gust of
wind, “right before we got the first report from
the city of Wrangell about this landslide,” said
Juneau-based meteorologist Andrew Park.

From top to bottom, the slide is about 1,500
feet long. Where it crosses Zimovia Highway,
it’s 450 feet wide, but is likely more than twice
that at its widest point, according to McDon-
ald. He estimates that there are between 3,500
and 4,000 cubic yards of debris on the high-
way.

Several bedrock ledges cross the slide’s
path on the way down, and likely “(played) a
huge part in how the landslide is shaped top
to bottom,” said Salisbury.

An old logging road in the slide path di-
rected some of the flow to the north, causing a
few offshoots in that direction. Several second-
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The mountainside was stripped of trees and ground cover up toward
the 1,500-foot level.

ary slides also occurred high in the hills on the
same night, including a 3,000-foot one that
blocked access to Middle Ridge cabin.

Thanks to the region’s rainy climate and
steep slopes, debris flows are an ever-present
risk in Southeast communities. “Without spe-
cialized instruments in place long before an
event like this, it’s virtually impossible to pre-
vent this type of catastrophe,” said Salisbury.

However, some communities do take pre-
ventative measures. After experiencing multi-
ple deadly landslides in 2015, Sitka created the
Sitka GeoTask Force to map hillslopes and
make models that could be used for predic-
tion.

Since the Sitka slides in 2015, the state has
been responding to a higher volume of similar
disasters. “It’s really only since the Kramer
landslide (in Sitka) that we seem to be re-
sponding to these larger events that impact
communities,” said McDonald. “Is it growing
in intensity? Is it climate change? It’s hard to
tell. Sometimes, it’s just that we had a data gap
in the past.”

New imaging and reporting technology,
along with the prevalence of cell phones and
social media, mean that news of any given dis-
aster spreads farther and faster. McDonald
doesn’t know for sure whether the frequency
of landslides in Southeast is actually increas-
ing.

Regardless, the state is expanding its capac-
ity to respond to these events.

“I think what we as agencies are all learning
is that this is an interdisciplinary effort,” said
McDonald. “I think that’s really what’s coming
together in Alaska right now. They're defi-
nitely encouraging us to work with other
agencies. ... We're making gains in that and
getting better.”

“This (Wrangell) has been the best-sup-
ported response that I've ever been involved
with, based on the technology that we have,”
he continued. He’s also responded to land-
slides in Sitka and Haines.
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Sitka responded to fatal 2015 landslide with monitoring system

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel writer

A series of landslides hit Sitka
more than eight years ago during
heavy rain, with the largest strik-
ing a new subdivision and
killing three workers. It
prompted the community, led by
the Sitka Sound Science Center,
to set up a landslide warning
system.

The system includes rain
gauges and soil-moisture sensors
spread around town, with a
website that advises people of
the risk level of a landslide.

It took about four years to de-
velop the system — and a lot of
federal grant money.

“We started when we had our
landslide. We started calling sci-
entists and asking: “What do we
need to know about landslides,””
Lisa Busch, executive director at
the science center, said Friday,
Nov. 23.

The system includes 10 rain
gauges spread out north and
south of downtown, and soil-
moisture sensors, she said.

It does not include motion
sensors, which are not very use-
ful for the fast-moving, watery
debris flows that roar down a
hillside, she explained.

The rain gauges and moisture
sensors transit real-time data,
which is collected and analyzed
by a geoscientist for the low-,
medium- or high-risk warnings
posted to the website at sitka-
landslide.org.

The high-risk warning in-
cludes the message: “Multiple
landslides are very likely to
occur in the Sitka area. There
have been three storms in the last
20 years with similarly intense
rainfall, and all three of them ini-
tiated multiple landslides.”

Sitka has gone to a medium-
risk warning twice in the past
year, Busch said.

The website also provides a
terrain map, showing areas of
low to high susceptibility of
landslides.

“Rain intensity is definitely a
factor” in slides, she said. “The
climate scientists say we're going
to have more events. ... People
are realizing this is what it means
to respond to climate change.”

Besides learning more about
heavy rains and the potential for
landslides, each community
should decide what level of risk
people are comfortable with, and
if they want to designate safe
places for residents to gather
during high-risk periods, Busch
said.

One thing the Sitka team has
learned from its gauges is that
rainfall can vary widely across
the same community. “They’ll be
as different as four inches,” she
said of the reading from gauges
around town.

The National Science Founda-
tion awarded a $5 million, five-
year grant in February 2022 to
the Sitka Sound Science Center
to start work on a network that
someday could reach across

Southeast.

The money is not enough to
set up a system for every com-
munity, nor will it cover ongoing
operational expenses of a full
network.

The project was designed to
develop monitoring and warn-
ing systems in collaboration with
tribal entities in six communities:
Yakutat, Skagway, Hoonabh,
Klukwan, Kasaan and Craig.

The money will also go to-
ward the Kuti Project, which will
use data from sensors and histor-
ical records to develop “predic-
tive models of the impacts of
extreme weather events in
Southeast Alaska,” according to
the science center’s grant an-
nouncement. “It will study the
impacts of atmospheric rivers on
this region’s coastlines.”

Kuti is the Lingit word for
“weather.”

The Central Council of the
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes
of Alaska also is on the Kuti
team, along with several state
and federal agencies and two
universities in Oregon.

Alaska’s senior U.S. senator,
Lisa Murkowski, succeeded in
getting a $500,000 federal grant
this year through the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey to help train peo-
ple in the measuring equipment.
The Sitka Sound Science Center
and Tlingit and Haida will share
in the grant, Busch said.

Managing and analyzing the
data from the gauges and sen-
sors is a big part of the job, she
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Petersburg Borough Siren Alert & Warning System (SAWS)

siren Testing

First Wednesday of Every Month
at 12pm - 30 seconds, using a steady signal

The sirens — used to alert the public in the event of an emergency such as a Tsunami,
Natural Disaster, Major Fire or Foreign Attack — located on the roof of the Syd Wright
Auditorium located at Petersburg Middle School, the Mort Fryer Sports Complex (Base
Ball Fields) and Bayview Estates (Hungerford Hill) may use different sounds and tones to
alert the public of different emergencies. Here is what they could sound like:

Emergency Warning - Wail Tone This will be a 3-5 minute wavering (warbling in pitch) tone or siren.
The “Emergency Warning” signal should mean to all people that a danger is imminent and protective
action (Evacuate, go to high ground or take shelter, depending on the emergency) should be taken imme-
diately. Turn on your radio and listen for essential emergency information, keep telephone use limited to
emergency contact, do not call 911 to ask about the sirens. The “Emergency Warning” signal shall be
repeated as often as deemed necessary by local government authorities to obtain the desired response

Attention/Alert - Steady Tone A 3 — 5 minute steady signal from sirens. This signal may be used as
authorized by city officials to alert the public to potential emergencies, where the public may face danger
in the near future, such as under a Tsunami or Earthquake Advisory, in addition to any other meaning or
requirement for action as determined by Borough officials. The Attention/Alert Signal should mean to all
people, “Turn on radio or TV, keep telephone use limited to emergency contact only. Listen for essential
emergency information, Be prepared to act.”

Local Fire Alert - Wail Tone This will be a 30 second wavering (warbling in pitch) tone or siren. The
Local Fire Alert is only to be used in cases of major fire, where multiple structures are endangered, Initial
responders are over-whelmed and additional help is needed from reserve units, or abnormal events such
as a plane crash or other accidents that require many more responders. The “Local Fire Alert” signal
should mean to all people that an active Fire response is ongoing, affected areas should be avoided and
routes leading to the scene should remain clear. Turn on your radio and listen for additional information,
do not call 911 to ask about the sirens. The “Local Fire Alert” signal shall be repeated as often as deemed
necessary by local government authorities.

said. It could cost a million dol-
lars a years to operate a warning
system across Southeast Alaska,
from Metlakatla to Lynn Canal.

The biggest of the slides that
hit Sitka on Aug. 18, 2015,
killed Elmer Diaz, 26, his
brother Ulises Diaz, 25, and
William Storz, 62, who were

working at a new subdivision
under construction. It came
after 2.6 inches of rain fell in a
10-hour period, including 1.5
inches in a three-hour stretch
that morning.

There were at least six land-
slides in various parts of town
that day.

Satellite link in a backpack
provides Wi-Fi service for
landslide responders

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel writer

WRANGELL — First responders and volunteers working at the
site of the deadly landslide have a Wi-Fi signal, thanks to a backpack
satellite-link setup the Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida
Tribes of Alaska sent to Wrangell.

The council’s operations center keeps the Starlink setups in
Juneau and Sitka for emergencies and community use, said Chris
Cropley, director of the Tidal Network at Tlingit and Haida.

The council sent two of its Starlink packs to Wrangell on Nov. 22,
and the service was up and running at the landslide response site
that same day.

An antenna, which is about 20 inches tall, router and cables all
fit in a backpack, and can provide high-speed service comparable
to fiber optic internet delivery, Cropley said. With the Wi-Fi signal,
responders at the site can access the internet and make and receive
cell calls, Cropley said.

Unload the backpack, set up the antenna, plug in the router and
feed it with 110-volt power “and you've got internet,” he explained.

Rhonda Butler, emergency operations specialist with Tlingit and
Haida in Juneau, delivered two units to Wrangell. “I was able to set
up Starlink both on the north side, the town side of the slide, and
over on the south side” to help with search operations and mapping
systems.

The area around 11-Mile Zimovia Highway is outside the range
of cell towers in Wrangell.

“Communication is crucial to emergency management. The State
Emergency Operation Center appreciates the Tlingit and Haida Star-
link units that have increased that ability of responders and resi-
dents to communicate,” Jeremy Zidek, public information officer for
the state Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment, said Friday.

“When tribal entities, faith-based and volunteer organizations,
and state and federal agencies pull together to support local emer-
gency response efforts, it makes a tremendous difference to the peo-
ple that have been impacted by a disaster,” Zidek said.

The Starlink service has a limited range, about the area of a large
house, Cropley said, so the Wi-Fi generally is only for responders
and other to use at the command posts.

A direct line of sight to the low-orbit Starlink satellites is required
for the service to work, he said. “A year ago, we had zero satellites
in Southeast.” But as the company has launched more satellites into
orbit, the coverage now extends throughout Southeast.

SpaceX rockets started launching Starlink satellites in 2019. As of
last month, the company said it had more than 5,000 of its small
satellites in orbit around the planet.

“That clear view of the sky is important,” Cropley said of a setup
site.

Starlink promotes itself as “the world’s first and largest satellite
constellation using a low-Earth orbit to deliver broadband internet
capable of supporting streaming, online gaming, video calls and
more.”

Tlingit and Haida has in the past deployed the backpack units in
Kake and Pelican.

The Starlink equipment costs less than $1,000, Cropley said, with
a monthly subscription fee of $150.

The temporary service at the landslide site is separate from Tlin-
git and Haida’s ongoing Tidal Network effort, which will include at
least two tower sites in Wrangell to serve areas out the road and on
the north end of the island and toward the Stikine River flats that
lack good cell coverage.

The network’s goal is to bring reliable, high-speed internet to un-
served and underserved areas in Southeast.

A couple of the self-contained tower installations arrived in town
earlier year, and Tlingit and Haida is working with the borough and
a private cell tower operator at Shoemaker Bay for permits and per-
missions, while it also moves through the environmental review
process for its new installations, Cropley said.

Tidal Network is using federal grant funds, which require envi-
ronmental reviews of the sites, he explained.

The new wireless internet and cell service for the community
could be in operation by summer, he said. Rates and signup infor-
mation will be available later.
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You are invited to
shop local during our

Ladies
Night Out

Socialize & enjoy greast deals in
downtown Petersburg

Friday, December |
4p-/p

_sl8SAA A
PETERSBURG

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Cedar, Box

A< Mon.- Fri. 10a — 5p ® Sat. 10a — 4p
= 101 B Nordic Dr ® 907-772-2666

Sponsored by

Ladies Night Out!

Extended Hours

Gy Friday, Dec 1 g [EESRERGE] | gncP ST
4 - 7Pm 2 O% off Show and Reception —
Door Prizest OtOrewide ec. 1, 5p-7p Join us for... Ladies Night Out!
g1 = Fripay Dec. 1, 5:00p - 7:00p

with the same exclusions ‘
Sign up to win..

* Yankee * 2 Wine ¢ Gift
Candle Glasses Basket /.

\| / /
Al 772-4858 8 - . .
W ) Established 1987 %’V&&Z”ﬁ% %ﬂ%&;‘ “2 ﬁ“’ Wiz
,a m a n te Credit Cards Welcome Hours: M-Sat. 10a-5p seasonal variations.

. . )
Free Gift Wrapping ¢ Facebook: @FireLightGallery ¢ Phone: (907)772-2161 1 0 A) OFF STOREWI DE

Gift Shoppe, Inc. Open: 9:30a - 530p k- Instagram: @firelightgallery ¢ Website: firelightgallery.com FRIDAY SUNDAY i . - S g g 3 N IG H T O U T

REFRESHMENTS SERVED

20% OFF IN
THE Kips Room

W@ A Lecs Cliting b{
Ladies Night Out!................. }jFRlDAY, PR

XXX 4:-00-7:00PM

Friday, Dec. 1, 4p-7p FURUNO

WE ARE DEALERS FOR A WIDE ARRAY OF PRODUCTS; ROSEPOINT
Cellphone Boosters ® Depth Sounders/Fish Finders TIMEZERO

Autopilots © VHF Radios ® 2-Meter Radios © AIS e
Multi Function Machines & Chart Plotters GARMIN.

Inverters & Chargers © Watch Alarms Gift Cards
in Any Amount!

Noise Cancelling Headset...
for all the names on your list

20% DISCOUNT STORE WIDE*

SIP AND SHOP WITH FRIENDS!

Friday, December 1

4:00p1m - 7:.00pm *OFFER EXCLUDES BIRKENSTOCKS,

BLUNDSTONES, AND XTRA TUFS

)))Ti) HHARDWARE
ammer

- 2l 5wil

| e StoreWid ' .

| Savings @Lee’s Clothing

\

Hours: Monday - Sunday ~\ Hammer
8:30a to 5:30p 1)))))5 &Wikan
e

Radars * Loud Hailers

REPAIRS AND INSTALLATION

«\ to 114 Harbor Way

WE'VE (old Napa Location)
M UVED 907-772-3100 E‘ Homeport

N/ www.HoMEPORTELECTRONICS. COM Electronics, Inc

- Open: Mon. - Fri. 9:30a-5:30p,
Hors d'oeuvres S B IE g, 000a500p (907) 772-4229

& Wine

Phone: 907-772-4811 = ‘&oesemi¥ HARDWARE
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City

Assembly determines price for tidelands sale to Wikan Enterprises

By OLIVIA ROSE
Pilot writer

On Nov. 20, the Petersburg
Borough Assembly approved
the sale of borough-owned tide-
lands to Wikan Enterprises, Inc.
at the price of $112,564.

The price tag includes the ap-
praised value of the property,
the cost of the appraisal, and
two years worth of the remain-
ing lease agreement.

Wikan Enterprises is a well
established business of almost
30 years as a marine repair shop
that specializes in diesel en-
gines.

Sheri and John Wikan ap-
plied to purchase the property
located at 103A Dock Street,
which they have leased for the
duration of their operation and
where they built their building
and their business. They are sell-
ing Wikan Enterprises and the
prospective buyers, Hillary
MacDonald and Earl Warner,
presented a need for that real
property to be included in the
purchase of the business in
order to attain affordable financ-
ing. The building without the
real property it sits on is re-
garded by lenders as a leasehold
improvement rather than real
property.

“Financial institutions per-
ceive leasehold improvements
as less valuable and more risky
collateral than real property. By
owning the land, we can secure
... longer loan durations, lower
interest rates, and reduced
down payments,” MacDonald
wrote to the assembly.

At an assembly meeting Aug.
21, Sheri Wikan of Wikan Enter-
prises emphasized that selling
the tidelands to them is in the
best interest of the Petersburg
community because it will en-
sure continuation of their busi-
ness services.

“Fishermen financially sup-
port our community. To con-
tinue to support the fishing
industry and community here,
this business 1is essential,”
Wikan stated during the public
hearing.

“We believe the sale of the
tidelands in this particular case
serves the borough’s best inter-
est,” wrote MacDonald, noting

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard

QUESTION
& ANSWER

QUESTION:

Which statement about the
Navigation Rules is TRUE?

A. The rules require vessels to
comply with Traffic Separation
Scheme regulations.

B. The rules use the term “safe
speed.”

C. The rules permit a stand-on
vessel to take action prior to
being in extremis.

D. All of the above are correct.

Source: U.S. Coast Guard
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if the sale of the business failed,
it would likely lead to liquida-
tion of its assets and the loss of
a longstanding, necessary busi-
ness for the community and the
commercial fishing fleet.

On Aug. 21, the assembly ap-
proved moving forward with
the sale and directed Borough
Manager Steve Giesbrecht to ne-
gotiate directly with Wikan En-
terprises. Three months later, on
Nov. 20, the assembly took up
the matter again.

The assessed value of the
property had been listed at
$75,300. When the property was
appraised in October at the cost
of $4,500, the appraisal deter-
mined the parcel to be $100
thousand.

Wikan Enterprises has four
renewable five-year lease terms
remaining, or, including the cur-
rent term, 23 years left of their
55-year lease agreement. They
are able to terminate the lease
before the commencement of
each five-year term.

Manager Giesbrecht pro-
posed a purchase price for the
appraised price of the parcel at
$100 thousand, the $4,500 ap-
praisal cost, and included the
fully amortized lease present
value, or lease buyout, for the
rest of the 23 years be included
in the property purchase at an
additional cost of $49,507.22.

The manager’s proposed
offer to Wikan Enterprises was
$154,107.22 in total.

Wikan Enterprises countered
the manager’s offer by propos-
ing to pay the $75,300 assessed
value of the parcel and for the
final two years left on the cur-
rent five-year lease term at the
price of $8,064 — bringing their
total offer to $83,364.

The assembly was tasked to
confirm the purchase price of
the lease and land as proposed

by Manager Giesbrecht, or to
adjust the cost.

The assembly heard testi-
mony from Sheri Wikan on Nov.
20 before discussing the sale
price. She took issue with the
proposal, particularly about the
lease buyout. “We want them to
be successful, we want to be
successful, and if you're asking
us to pay the rest of the lease
out, you're taking money out of
John and Sheri Wikan, and I just
don’t think that that’s neces-
sary.”

The assembly members dis-
cussed the contention of buying
out the 55-year lease and noted
that it is a 5-year renewal that is
not guaranteed.

They further discussed the
contention of the assessed value
versus the appraised value and
whether to include the cost for
the appraisal in terms of setting
a precedent for future tidelands
sales by the borough.

“If we’re gonna be selling off
tidelands, having some sort of
framework in place that we can
fall back on because this ... most
certainly will not be the last, 1
think the manager choosing to
use the appraisal method of
that, although not perfect, gives
us a good baseline to work with
for the future,” said assembly
member Stanton Gregor. “I feel
it’s better for us long-term to use
appraisal as a way of moving
forward.”

“The normal protocol when
you purchase property is the
land ... gets appraised, and that
is the fair market value,” assem-
bly member Scott Newman
stated. “The assessed value is
not the fair market value ... I
side with them [the Wikans] in
regards to not paying the addi-
tional 20 years in terms of their
lease, but I do agree with the
borough manager when it

comes to the value of the [prop-
erty].”

That opinion was largely
held throughout the assembly.

“I can definitely get on board
with the two more years of lease
payments ... for $8,064, but ... I
think the cost of the appraisal
really should be included in the
sale price,” said assembly mem-
ber Stanton Gregor.

Assembly member Bob Lynn
agreed and said, “I really do
think that the [appraisal] cost
should be included in. I think it
should be included as part of
the process in any future nego-
tiation, too, because whatever
we do here ... is going to be a
written process for the future.”

Assembly member Thomas
Fine-Walsh made a motion to
amend the leased land purchase
price, forming a compromise be-
tween both offers as the assem-
bly discussed and agreed upon.

The amended price tag in-
cluded the $100 thousand ap-
praised value of the property,
the lease buyout of $8,064 for
two remaining years, and the
$4,500 cost for the appraisal —
amounting to a total price of
$112,564 for the Wikan Enter-
prises leased land purchase.

Following assembly ap-
proval, the property is set to be
sold by the borough to the
Wikans; the business, including
the property, is then intended to
be sold by the Wikans to Mac-
Donald and Warner.

“We have worked hard to es-
tablish this business,” Sheri
Wikan shared Aug. 21, “and feel
that both Earl and Hillary are a
great fit to carrying on what we
have started.”

“We're really relieved to be
nearing the end of this particu-
lar process with the Borough,”
reads a statement to the Pilot

from Hillary MacDonald, repre-
senting the Wikans and the
prospective buyers. “We are
thankful the assembly chose to
move forward with the applica-
tion for Wikan Enterprises to
purchase the land; it's an essen-
tial piece to this whole transfer.”

Regarding the price outcome,
they voiced concern “about
some of the procedures that
played out with this direct nego-
tiation sale ... there was a costly
commercial appraisal ordered,
when the borough code does
not require one,” referring to
borough code section 16.12.160
governing the disposal of bor-
ough real property, which re-
peatedly references the assessed
value of property but does not
mention an appraisal; notably,
the section of code which gov-
erns borough land exchanges
does specifically call for prop-
erty values to be determined by
appraisal.

“Having said all that, we do
understand the borough’s ur-
gency to set a precedent.”

The Wikans and the prospec-
tive buyers are pleased that the
assembly “properly looked at”
the terms of the 55 year lease
and noted, “we likely would not
be moving forward with a suc-
cessful transfer of this business”
had the price included the al-
most $50 thousand complete
lease buyout.

Although there are still
“more steps that need to be
taken” before the land purchase
is complete, “we can at least
breathe a little easier now that a
real decision has been made.”

“We aren’t at the end of the
road by any means; that PEND-
ING sign will be on the front of
Wikan Enterprises for some
time still. But hopefully we're
headed in the right direction
now!”
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Subscription Sale
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Artist Suzanne Fuqua featured in first-ever solo show

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot editor

After helping her friend
Kerry Kirkpatrick set up a solo
exhibition at Juneau Douglas
City Museum last year, Suzanne
Fuqua realized the time has ar-
rived to introduce herself to her
community as an artist.

Clausen Memorial Museum
will host Fuqua’s first ever solo
exhibition from Dec. 1 through
Dec. 14. The art show titled “Be-
fore, After, and In Between” will
showecase a collection of around
50 paintings in a range of styles
and mediums produced by
Fuqua over the past five years.
There will be sketchbooks, as
well, for a glimpse of her cre-
ative process.

Fuqua credits Kirkpatrick
and Petersburg artist Pia Reilly
as being the catalysts for her art.

“I did a watercolor class with
Pia. We're talking decades ago,”
Fuqua told the Pilot. “Then in
1998 Pia had that gallery and I
had paintings there ... little wa-
tercolors ... and I helped Pia
once a week in the gallery.”

Though she was making art
and living an artistic, expressive
life while raising her two daugh-
ters, “Istill didn’t think of myself

as an artist,” she said.

Two decades flew by without
Fuqua doing much painting, but
in 2018, Reilly was commis-
sioned to repaint downtown Pe-
tersburg’s 40-foot Our Town
Mural, originally designed in
2003 by Polly Lee. Reilly asked
Fuqua to help spearhead the
mural project, which reportedly
took several months to com-
plete.

A fair amount of the mural’s
polyurethane porch and floor
paint remained leftover, which
Fuqua inherited and started
using to making artworks of her
own on outdoor-grade MDO
plywood. These durable paint-
ings are suitable to hang on a
porch or under an eave, and 13
of these works will be included
in the exhibition; one such paint-
ing — a kingfisher on driftwood
— is mounted nicely under an
eave near Fuqua’s own front
door.

During an extended stay in
Arizona a few years ago with
her daughter Jane, a new series
of artworks began to take shape.
Fuqua calls it her “Dream Se-
ries,” and they are smaller,
mostly charcoal and oil pastel
pieces that are more abstract
than much of her other work.

% YamahaOutboards',

Ten of these dream works will be
included in the exhibition.

The show is rounded out by
several of Fuqua’s pieces on loan
from private collections in town,
and several pieces created for
community art shows. “The
Pride art shows at the Clausen
Museum those always
sparked as a catalyst, and Five
Finger Lighthouse to help with
the fundraising.”

For Fuqua, who worked
many years in Petersburg in the
nonprofit and fundraising
world, contributing artwork to
local community fundraisers has
become a meaningful way to
participate in good causes.

“I love participating!” she
says.

Reflecting on her art career,
Fuqua describes herself as “a
late bloomer.”

It was only in the last few
years that she has come to recog-
nize herself not as a person who
enjoys artistic pursuits but as, in
fact, an artist.

“Now if someone says, “What
doyoudo? Isay, I'man artist ...
I'm a practicing artist.”

“1 finally figured it out. I'm so
glad I lived to be 70. I thought,
you know what, I gotta have my
first solo show when I'm 70. You
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Dffer valid from
10/17/2023 - 12/15/2023

For a limited time, purchase an eligible new
Yamaha outboard and get:

Yamaha Extended Service (Y.E.S.) plan.

/'—‘ " (

YAHAHA

>./ -
®YAMAHA

VI RERN

30 HP -450 HP 25HP-25 HP
up
’ YEAR
DEALER
OF WARRANTY PROTECTION CREDIT
Up to seven years of Yamaha Limited Warranty Up 10 $300 in dealer aredit toward the
Coverage, with the additional protection of a purchase of additional goods/services

from your authorized participating Yamaha
Quthoard Dealer.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Petersburg Artist Suzanne Fuqua stands alongside a recently com-
pleted painting titled Where the North Wind Meets the Sea. There will
be a reception for Fuqua’s solo exhibition this Friday at Clausen Me-
morial Museum from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

know? Not let any more time go
by.”

And getting everything ready
for this show is lighting a fire for
even more art-making.

“Sharing it is definitely a mo-
tivator,” she said.

“l already have ideas for next
shows that won't be anything
like this. I can’t wait to get paint-
ing more.”

For Fuqua, painting is full of
discovery. “I put color down and
then just look at it and see some-
thing in the shades and the hues
and all I do is follow that one el-
ement ... one thing shows up
and then suddenly because of
that ... something else shows up
and something else ... It's fun!”

The act of painting, for
Fuqua, and getting totally im-

mersed, “letting time melt away

.. creating from your mind,” is
a way of exploring new fron-
tiers.

“Am I going to go climbing
up Mount Everest? No. And
surfing? Okay, no, I'm not,” she
said. But her journey as an artist
contains “a universe” yet to ex-
plore.

Fuqua’s solo exhibition will
be on display in the Clausen Me-
morial Museum from this Fri-
day, Dec. 1 through Dec. 14, with
a reception Dec. 1.

Art enthusiasts will have the
opportunity to take in another
art show in downtown Peters-
burg Friday — an artist’s recep-
tion for Joe Viechnicki will take
place Friday evening at Firelight
Gallery and Framing.

6 YEARS OF TOTAL 7 YEARS OF TOTAL DEALER CREDIT TOWARD
WARRANTY PROTECTION WARRANTY PROTECTION PURCHASE OF GOODS/SERVICES

Eligible 3-Year Limited Warranty Eligible S-Year Limited Warranty Eligible Dealership
Outboards Only +3Year YES. Outboards Only +2¥ear YES. Outbeards Only Credit
Fres! $2,700 valus 425 450 P frea! $7,000 value 20-25 K $300 based on MSRP
Free! $2,250 valus 99.15 HP 5250 based on MSRP
150175 HP Froa! 1,500 valus 25-6HP 5200 based on MSRP
" Froe! $980 e )\ sirenmarine
6090 HP Froo! $300Vak Connected Boat®
30-50 HP Frea! $550 valug
BONUS: Wilh the purchase of an eligible and new 115450 hp outboard and the purchase,

installation and acivatation of a SIREN 3 Pro package®, get

$1,000 %+ 1, OFF

QVAMAHN

See your authorized participating Yamaha Outboard Dealer today for details! Other restrictions and conditions may apply.
“PROGAAM TEAMS AND CONDITIONS: Cocane e
btk

ROCKY'S
MARINET

ary NEW
Siren subscription®

Saturday, December 9th: 6:30 pm

*cookie reception to follow*

“ Sunday, December 10th: 2:30pm

Byerise B B 950
o salle kot o et

i s WA v s et s, Becruntis

772 3949

www.rockysmarine.com

WRIGHT AUDITORIUM
Doors open 30 minutes prior to showtime

Tickets available at Lee’s Clothing - $15 each
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VSC sister duo make a splash competing in Arizona

By LIAM DEMKO
Pilot writer

Petersburg swimmers Tori
and Bella Miller traveled down
to the lower 48 earlier this
month to compete against some
of the best in the country at US
Swimming Interval Medley
Xtreme (IMX) in Mesa Arizona.

Amongst a group of six
Alaskan swimmers, the Miller
duo competed against kids
from Southwest, Pacific North-
west, and Midwest states, com-
ing out of the competition with
several impressive perform-
ances in various events.

f

at Petersburg School District

Monday, Dec 4
Tangerine Chicken
Tuesday, Dec 5
Corn Shell Tacos
Wednesday, Dec 6
Baked Potato Bar
Thursday, Dec 7
Viking Ramen Bowl
Friday, Dec 8
WG Sub Sandwich

BREAKFAST MENU -
Served With Milk & Choice of:
Fresh Fruit, Applesauce or
Dried Cranberries

Homemade Granola with Yogurt,
Smoothie and Granola, Fruit
Parfait and Granola, French
Toast, Oatmeal, Homemade

Muffin, and Cereals
Don't like Lunch Menu?
Try the Salad Bar
All Breakfast and Lunch Meals

Served with Milk
*WG = Whole Grain

pefersburg
PilOf ==

K 772-9393 J

IMX is a yearly event that
hosts young swimmers and
helps them ease into a future in
competitive swimming.

"It prepares kids for mid to
long distance swimming events
and prepares them for colle-
giate events, when they go on to
college and swim or for long
course events, for Olympic tri-
als, or international events,”
said Jason Miller, Tori and
Bella’s father.

This event was the girls’ first
time competing out of state and
their first time racing in an out-
door pool, but they adapted
quickly and flourished in the
new environment.

Tori Miller—11 years old —
competed in the 11-12 age
group, where she placed second
in the 100 Fly, fourth in the 200
IM, sixth in the 100 Breast-
stroke, ninth in the 500 Free,
and 16th in the 100 Backstroke.

Out of more than 100 swim-
mers from across the western
United States, she placed sev-
enth overall in her age group.

At 13 years old, Bella Miller
competed in the 13-18 age
group, placing fifth in the 200
Breaststroke, sixth in the 200
Backstroke, ninth in both the
200 IM and 500 Free, 10th in the
400 IM, and 18th in the 200 Fly,
landing her in ninth place over-
all for her age group.

“Bella thrived in this envi-
ronment, she really enjoyed the
competition,” said Jason Miller.

“For her 40 IM she cut off 18
seconds off [her time] from the
week before... She had a really
good meet individually and she
was really proud of herself... It
was amazing to watch her
thrive because she’s super
young in her age group.”

Jason Miller made sure to
shine a light on the hard work
of his daughters as well as the
achievements and efforts of the
Viking Swim Club swimmers
and staff.

“I'm really proud of them
and they work really hard at
it... It's fun to see how these
girls are doing and we're lucky
enough to have a swim pro-
gram that supports these ef-
forts."

TIRE SERVICES
& OIL CHANGES

Call Nick Herrman-Sakamoto at
907-650-7174

for tire repair and more

by appointment
Monday - Friday

Located at
9.3 mile

ALASI(AFIBRE INC.

Persuade

FREE Suicide Prevention Training

Learn the skills needed to:
Recognize the warning signs of suicide
Offer hope to someone who may be in crisis

Refer to appropriate support services

RSVP - Limited Space

To Regisler

(907 5580

l)lurlaml‘a\pm(' health.org

Scan or Email

NS T Q

Photo courtesy of Jason Miller

Alaskan Swimmers from Petersburg, Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Sitka traveled down to Mesa Arizona as
a group to compete at IMX earlier this month. Left to Right: Masey Muffaletto, Julianna Celaire, Victoria
Miller, Jemma Sherwood, Tricia Wu, Olivia Jarvill, Isabella Miller

P R Refer

Sponsored by:

December 2023
6th (Wed) :
6-8pm @ PVFD
OR
16Lh (Sat) :

2-4pm @ Library

Artifact
Archive

This fur seal parka was custom made by
Nome Alaska Skin Sewers for Treg Claypool
when she lived in Mountain Village, Alaska,
in the early forty. The parka is trimmed with
black and white fur, possibly wolf. The is a
diamond design around the hood, cuffs and
bottom appear to be made out of seal hide.

Information and photos for this column are
provided by the Clausen Memorial Museum.
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A moment of silence

OLIVIA ROSE / Petersburg Pilot

A parade of Petersburg community members gather outside of the municipal building for the annual tree lighting ceremony. The gathering held up candles in a moment of
silence for neighbors to the south in Wrangell on Nov. 24 after a landslide took a devastating toll in Wrangell a few days prior.

Senior Meals

MONDAY, December 4
Rock Fish Burger with Lettuce and Tomato, Tater Tots,
Yogurt with Fruit, Chocolate Cake
TUESDAY, December 5
Enchiladas, Rice and Beans, Green
Salad, Apple Pie Bread
WEDNESDAY, December 6
Chili, Corn Bread, Green Salad,
Juice, Brownie
THURSDAY, December 7
Liver and Onions, Mashed Potatoes,

Fruit Cup, Salad, Chocolate Mousse
FRIDAY, December 8

Hot Turkey Sandwich, Mashed Potatoes,
Mixed Vegetables, Cottage Cheese with Fruit, Muffin

The community dining room is open to eligible
diners (60+ and their spouses, or disabled individuals
living in an assisted living facility). Dinner is served
between 4 and 4:30 p.m. All meals are suggested
donation only. Please call Mountain View Food Service
at 772-4331 before noon for reservations.

BIRTHDAYS

& ANNIVERSARIES

The Pilot extends its best
wishes to the persons listed
on the Community
Calendar.

Those with birthdays this
week are: December 1:
Mandy Whitethorne, Nicole
Hallingstad. December 2:
Doug Riemer, Thomas
Zorich. December 3: Cherie
Martens, Matthew Gudgel,
Max Peeler, Zac Peeler.
December 4: Krista Birchell,
Amber Beardslee, Cena
Worhatch, Kolleen Jennings.
December 6: Julia Murph.

Those with anniversaries
this week are: December 1:
Dave and Tanya Thynes.
December 6: Rick and
Teresa Versteeg. December
7: Ralph and Tammy
Strickland.

If you'd like to be
included on our list, please
call 907-772-9393.

— Read the PUinC NOticeS —

« BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN * PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY
* EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

NOTICE OF EXPIRATION OF
REDEMPTION PERIOD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to Alaska Statute
29.45.440 and Section 4.24.440 of the Petersburg Municipal
Code, that the redemption period for the properties listed in
Exhibit “1” of the Judgment and Decree entered on December 7,
2022 by the Superior Court for the State of Alaska, First Judicial
District at Petersburg (Case No. 1PE-22-37 Civil), foreclosing on
real property against which taxes are delinquent for the year 2021,
will expire on December 26, 2023. A copy of the Judgment and
Decree is available for inspection at the Borough Finance
Department, 12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska 99833.

Properties listed in Exhibit “1” of the Judgment and Decree,
unless redeemed, shall be deeded to the Petersburg Borough
immediately upon expiration of the period of redemption and every
right or interest of a person in said properties will be forfeited
forever to the Borough, subject to certain repurchase rights of the
owner of record set out in Alaska Statute 29.45.470/Petersburg
Municipal Code 4.24.465.

Published: November 23, 30, December 7 and 14, 2023

el G

Jody Tow, Finance Director

* EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

raae PUDIIC NOtices

* BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN * PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY

ATTENTION INTERESTED PARTIES

SSRAA - Nominations for Appointed Seats

Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association, Inc. Board of Directors Is soliciting

nominations for the following appointed positions:

Chamber of Commerce
Native Corporation
Municipal

Processor

Public at Large (2 Seats)
Sport Fish

Subsistence

These are two year terms beginning in January 2024. Nominations must be in writing and
submitted to SSRAA, 14 Borch Street, Ketchikan, AK 99301 by December 1, 2023,

Nomination forms are available on our website www.ssraa.org
For further information call (907) 225-9605 or email summerp@ssraa.org
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Petersburg Borough
Christi

You do not need a permit to cut a Christmas tree on the
Petersburg Ranger District for personal use. Christmas tree cut-
ting for personal use is not intended to sell for commercial use.

There are no regulations on what tree species to cut or size to cut.
However, there are a few rules to follow:

§ Do not top a larger tree

£ Do not cut a tree and then discard it for another one
you may find more desirable, and

& Cut trees as close to the ground as possible, below the
lowest limb or 12 inches from the ground.

For more information please contact the
Petersburg Ranger District at (907) 772-3871.

The USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
Alaska Region

L‘SE (Y
Tongass National ——‘/‘
Forest

United States Department of Agriculture
Published: November 23 and 30, December 7, 2023

Forest Service
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Classifieds

JOIN THE P-W
INSURANCE TEAM! —

« We emphasize relationships over transactions.

¢ We are active learners focused on development
and training to enhance your knowledge.

¢ Training is provided in a team setting.

¢ We are individually and collectively responsible

for all aspects of our clients' experience, including
selling a new policy or providing exceptional and
prompt service to new and existing clients.

Interested? Contact us below or visit us online!

inquiry@p-wins.com www.p-wins.com

907-772-3858

e PUDIIC NOtices

+ BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN * PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY
» EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Early Voting Days

Monday, December 4, 2023,
from 8 AM-11 AM

Tuesday, December 12, 2023,
from 11 AM - 2 PM

Wednesday, December 20, 2023,
from 2 PM - 4:30 PM

Thursday, December 28, 2023,
from 4:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Eligible PIA voters can come to the PIA Conference Room
located at 15 N. 12th St to cast their early vote for their 2024
Tribal Council.

Election Day is
Monday, January 8, 2024
from 8am until 7pm.

Published: November 23, 30, December 7, 14, 21 and 28, 2023

PROPERTY

Stikine River Property Konig
Slough 6+ acres 220 ft river
frontage $80,000. 8-acre lot off
river easy access $60,000. Will fi-
nance. 907-518-0101
................. tfn5-4b22

— o

FLOAT PLANE
SERVICE

Throughout SE Alaska

JOBS

Immediate opening for front
house customer service. $15
hour plus tips. Contact Mindy at
(907) 518-0571 or stop in the
Salty Pantry.

............... tfn11-30b22
Petersburg Borough has an
opening for a permanent full-
time Motor Pool Equipment Me-
chanic. Starting wage for this
position is $32.42/hour. $2500
hiring bonus after six-month
probation period and $2500
bonus after one year. Three
years of vehicle repair and main-
tenance employment experience
is required. Possession of a
Class A or B Commercial Dri-
ver’s License with air brake and

* Sightseeing < Hunting
* Freight * Fishing
* USFS Cabins

Petersburg Seaplane
Facility on Dock St.

/AEETERSBURG
ﬁ FLYING SERVICE, LLC

907-518-1957 « 907-723-1053

tanker endorsements is pre-
ferred; however, applicants with
the ability to obtain the required
CDL within the first six months
of employment will be consid-
ered. A full job description and
employment application can be
obtained below. Applications
will be accepted at the front
desk of the Borough office, 12
S. Nordic Drive, or mailed to
P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, AK

99833, attn: Human Resources,
until the position is filled.
............. tfth11-30b7129

FOR SALE

Power Troll

Permit - $27,500
509-491-1236 or 425-677-3450

Join the P-W Insurance Team.
We emphasize relationships over
transactions. We are active
learners focused on development
and training to enhance your
knowledge. Training is provided
in a team setting. Competitive
salary and benefits package in-
cluded. We are individually and
collectively responsible for all
aspects of our clients' experi-
ence, including selling a new
policy or providing exceptional
and prompt service to new and
existing clients. Interested? Con-
tact us or visit us online! in-
quiry@p-wins.com WWwWw.p-
wins.com
............... tfn11-16b74

Mountain View Manor is hiring

Read the PUinC NOticeS

* BE AN INFORMED CITIZEN * PARTICIPATE IN DEMOCRACY
* EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW

Notice to Write-In

Candidates

There shall be an election of the Petersburg Indian
Association Tribal Council on January 8, 2024. The polling
location will be PIA’s Conference Room. The voting polls
will open at 8 AM and will close at 7 PM on Election Day.

The following seats will be up for election:

Council Chair (President): 1 seat - One-Year Term

Council Member: 3 seats - Two-Year Term

Council Member: 1 seat - One-Year Term

Eligible members wishing to run but having missed the
deadline to be on the official ballot may still submit a “Letter
of Intent to Run as a Write-In.” You can obtain this form from
the PIA front desk or website. All Letters
of Intent to Run as a Write-In must be
received by November 30, 2023, by 4
PM to be added to the list of eligible
candidates.

A full list of eligible write-ins will be posted online and at
the polls on Election Day.

For more information on how to run, where to get forms,
eligibility requirements, absentee voting, or registering as a
member of PIA, please contact Rebecca Lee at 907-772-
3636 or email piaelection@piatribal.org.

Published: November 02, 09, 16, 23, and 30, 2023

INVITATION TO BID

Notice is hereby given that the Petersburg Indian Association will receive sealed bids for the CITY
CREEK TRAIL RECONSTRUCTION ~ PHASE II. The project generally consists rebuilding of 3,111°
of existing trail with gravel to a new width of 8’. In addition 1,789’ of elevated wooden boardwalk on steel
pipe pile will be built along the 19’ - 20’ elevation tideline for improved viewing - replacing the same
amount existing trail that will be abandoned. Two new 8’ wide gravel trails will be built from Frederick
Point Road down to the main trail. These trail lengths are approximately 447’ and 637°.

The estimated construction cost for the base bid is between $500,000 & $1,000,000. All Work must be
completed by December 31, 2024.

Sealed bids will be received by the Petersburg Indian Association, by US mail at Post Office Box 1410,
Petersburg, Alaska 99833, OR hand delivered upstairs at the Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 North
12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska, (Telephone 907-772-3636) until 2:00 p.m. prevailing time on Friday,
January 5, 2024, at which time the bids will be publicly opened and read aloud in the Elizabeth Peratrovich
Conference Room.

The Contract Documents may be obtained from the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located at 15
North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska (Telephone 907-772-3636), Petersburg, Alaska 99833, or viewed
online at piatribal.org. A non-refundable fee of $30.00 made payable to the PETERSBURG INDIAN
ASSOCIATION is required for each set of contract documents. Additional charges will be required for
special handling or delivery of the documents by means other than first-class mail. The Contract Documents
may also be downloaded free of charge on the PETERSBURG INDIAN ASSOCIATION website
(piatribal.org). Prospective bidders documents are required to sign the project bidders list to receive changes
or addenda. All changes or addenda will be listed on the website. It is the Offeror’s responsibility to ensure
that they have received all Addenda affecting this Solicitation.

Petersburg Standard Specifications (CPSS) that will be used in this contract are available for an
additional fee of $60.00 made payable to the Petersburg Borough or available for free on the Borough’s
website www.petersburgak.gov. Additional charges will be required for special handling or delivery of the
documents by means other than first-class mail. Petersburg Standard Specifications documents may also
be obtained at the Petersburg Borough Public Works office.

Prospective bidders are encouraged to attend a Pre-Bid Conference that will be held in Petersburg at
Elizabeth Peratrovich Building, 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska, on Thursday, December 14,
2023, at 2:00 PM in the PIA conference room. Attendance by teleconference will be available by calling
1-907-772-3636. Technical questions regarding this project may be directed to the Tribal Transportation
Director, Susan Harai, (907) 772-3636. She is located at the Petersburg Indian Association Office, located
at 15 North 12th Street, Petersburg, Alaska.

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid bond, cashier’s check,
or certified check made payable to the PETERSBURG INDIAN
ASSOCIATION in the amount of five percent of the total bid price.

The PETERSBURG INDIAN ASSOCIATION reserves the
right to reject any or all bids, to waive any informality in a bid, and
to make an award to the lowest responsive, responsible bidder as it may best serve the interest of the
Petersburg Indian Association.

Authorized by:
Chad Wright, Tribal Administrator
Published: November 30, December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2023 and January 4, 2024
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JOIN THE OBI

PETERSBURG PLANT

FLEET MECHANIC
PAY IS DOE

Apply online at
www.obiseafoods.com
or contact Martha Johnson
at 907-772-4294

OBl Seafoods Petersburg
P.O. Box 1147 - Petersburg, Alaska 99833
Telephone: 907-772-4294

permanent Resident Assistants
starting at $19.67/hour. Recruit-
ment bonus of $900 upon com-
pletion of probation at six months
and $900 at one year of employ-
ment! No experience needed; we
will train you! Available Shifts;
Part time 16 hours a week, Week-
end Cook and a 20 hours/week
shift, two 40 hour Grave shifts
and a 40 hour Swing shift. Bene-
fits include paid time off, holiday
pay, retirement plan, health and
life insurance. If you are inter-
ested in joining our team, please
submit a completed Borough em-
ployment application and return
to the front desk of the Borough
office at 12 South Nordic Drive,
mail to P.O. Box 329, Petersburg,
AK 99833, or email to breg-
ula@petersburgak.gov. Go to
www.petersburgak.gov for an ap-
plication and complete job de-
scription or stop by the front desk
of the Borough offices to pick up

a copy.
.............. tfh11-02b144

Edward
Jones

Match with the
financial advisor for you

Partnering with you to help you
achieve what's most important fo you.

Craig Kuntz
Financial Advisor| Edward Jones

' PO Box 1262

| 102 Nicholoff Way
Cordova, AK 99574
| 907-424-2535 Office
| 907-424-2536 Direct

The Petersburg Borough,
Alaska Electric Department has
an opening for the position of
Electrician/Operator. This is a
full-time position, with a starting
wage of $60.42 for PERS Tier 1-
3 employees or $58.00 for PERS
Tier 4, and full benefits. The Bor-
ough will consider applications
from State of Alaska certified
Journeyman or Master level elec-
tricians, or Electricians that can

S —

907-978-6365
Musical Equipment & Lessons

$15,000 reimbursable relocation
expenses with a minimum two (2)
year employment agreement. A
complete job description and em-
ployment application can be ob-
tained from the Borough’s
website at
www.petersburgak.gov. Applica-
tions for the position will be ac-
cepted until the position is filled.
Send completed applications to
the Borough HR office, PO Box
329, Petersburg, AK 99833, fax
to 907-772-3759, or email to
bregula@petersburgak.gov.

.............. tfnl11-16b155
First Bank is looking for a
Customer Service Representa-
tive/Teller for the Petersburg
Branch. If you like to work with
customers, enjoy problem solv-
ing, are dependable, and you are
interested in the position, stop
by the branch and let’s talk
about it. Previous experience is
not required. Application can be
found online at www.First-
BankAK.com or at the branch.
We offer competitive salaries,
health insurance, paid holidays,
vacation, 401 (k) retirement
plans, employees stock owner-
ship plans and educational op-
portunities.

............... tfn9-28b77
Petersburg Borough has an
opening for the position of Jour-
neyman Lineman. This is a reg-
ular full-time position in which
the Lineman will also be trained
as a generation operator. Wage
$59.75/hr with operator pre-
mium (Tier 4) $62.17/hr with
operator premium (Tier 1-3)
Signing bonus of $5,000 after
completion of six-month proba-
tionary period. Up to $15,000
reimbursable relocation ex-
penses with a minimum two (2)
year employment agreement. A
complete job description and
employment application can be
obtained from the Borough’s
website at

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY &

- Passenger Service Workers;
Stewards & Pursers

- Unlicensed Engine Personnel;
Oilers & Jr Engineers

- Licensed Deck Officers
- Able Bodied Seaman

- Marine Engineers

Several full time, year round professional and entry level
positions are now available throughout Alaska in our offices,
terminals and onboard our vessels.

AMHS offers competitive starting pay, full benefits package,
vacation & personal leave and hands-on training.

FerryAlaska.com/employment

gak.gov . Open until position is
filled.

............. tfnl1-16b124
Petersburg Borough has an
opening for a permanent full-
time Motor Pool Equipment Me-
chanic. Starting wage for this
position is $29.42/hour. Three
years of vehicle repair and
maintenance employment expe-
rience is required. Possession of
a Class A or B Commercial Dri-
ver’s License with air brake and
tanker endorsements is pre-
ferred; however, applicants with
the ability to obtain the required
CDL within the first six months
of employment will be consid-
ered. A full job description and
employment application can be
obtained from the Borough’s
website at
www.petersburgak.gov. Appli-

cations will be accepted at the
front desk of the Borough office,
12 S. Nordic Drive, or mailed to
P.O. Box 329, Petersburg, AK
99833, attn: Human Resources,
until position is filled.
.............. tfn7-13b117
Job opening for a full-time
bakery-deli front house manager
as well as full and part time prep
cook and baker. Inquire with
Mindy at the Salty Pantry or call
907-772-2665.
............... tfn4-13b30

MISCELLANEOUS

ALASKA

FIBRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy.

772-2173

KEN’S PAINTING:
Interior/Exterior Painting &
Power Washing
at an affordable price

| 772-2010 or 772-2028

Classified deadline is 5 p.m.
each Tuesday for ads appearing
in Thursday’s paper. Call 772-
9393 or drop by at 207 N.
Nordic Drive.
............... 1x11-30dh
Office supplies available at Pe-
tersburg Pilot. Paper and pens
to crayons. We’ve got it all.
207 N. Nordic Drive.
............... 1x11-30dh

NOTICES

Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

There are exciting career opportunities available at

PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER
Choose from many FULL-TIME &
PART-TIME, benefited positions

JOIN OUR TEAM!

Current Openings:
On-the-Job Training CNA Class
- Tai Ji Quan Facilitator (PT as Needed)
+ Adult Day Care Program Aide (PT)
 Physical Therapist - Laboratory Assistant
* Medical Assistant - Materials Assistant (PT)

 Bingocize Facilitator (PT as Needed)
+ Clinic Reception/Admissions (FT)

SCAN CODE
to view position descriptions
& to apply online
or look for your new career
at pmcak.org

www.petersburgak.gov . Appli-
cations will be accepted at the
front desk of the Borough office
at 12 S. Nordic Street in Peters-

* Medical Technologist - Registration Coordinator
+ Occupational Therapist - Ward Clerk
* Radiologic Technologist

obtain a State of Alaska Journey-
man Electrician Certificate of Fit-
ness within six months of
employment. The Petersburg

Borough will assist in obtaining
this certificate. Signing bonus of
$5,000 after completion of six-
month probationary period. Up to

burg; by mail to Human Re-
sources, P.O. Box 329,
Petersburg, AK 99833; or via
email to bregula@petersbur-

* Nurse (LPN or RN) - Primarily Night Shift

| For complete job descriptions or any questions, contact Human Resources Director
. Cindy Newman at cnewman@pmc-health.org or call 907-772-5719 F
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Support for Wrangell

Continued from page 1

were filled with food, water,
blankets, clothing and other es-
sentials.

Written in marker and
signed with a heart on the top
of one of the totes was a mes-
sage from Petersburg: “Sent
with love from our house to
yours — we hope this helps
keep your next few weeks and
months cozy.”

“It's times like this that re-
ally make you feel like you're a
part of a bigger family,” Camie
Gillen told the Pilot. “It was so
incredible to see how many dif-
ferent communities all over
Southeast are rallying together
in different ways to help them.
And it's just an honor to be a
part of that. And to be honest,
I just wish there was more that
we could do.”

Gillen co-organized the ef-
fort with Britni Birchell, owner
of Common Grounds coffee
shops in Petersburg, together
“with so many others that
helped.”

Like many members in the
Petersburg community, they
both have friends and family in
Wrangell, “And so it was just
really important that we do
something to help in a time
when we all felt so helpless. We
just felt like it was the only
thing we could try to do, and
we just wish there was more
[we could do to help].”

Wrangell communicated
with them what specific sup-
plies were needed, and Peters-
burg quickly coordinated an
“overwhelming” donation ef-
fort.

Community members
throughout town contributed
clothing of all kinds and sizes,
blankets, shelf-stable goods
and pet food, toiletries and
daily essentials; the donations
filled both coffee shop loca-
tions.

Petersburg nonprofit Hu-
manity In Progress lent aid in
sorting, organizing and prepar-
ing the donated materials for
Wrangell and offered space to
store leftover supplies. The
various support items were
sorted and put in different
totes with labels, first at the
downtown Petersburg location
of Common Grounds and then
at the drive-thru location.

“People had donated so
much that it was hard to walk
in the back room of that drive-
thru,” Gillen recalled. “We did-
n’t know how much the boat
could take over.”

Volunteers filled up a U-
Haul donated from Petersburg

Southeast

Motors, which moved the sup-
plies from downtown to Ba-
nana Point on Wednesday the
22.

An assembly line crew of
people from town formed from
the truck to the tide to help
load the boat.

“We were out there for quite
a while, but ... everybody was
pitching in. So once we got
going, it wasn’t too bad.”

Breakaway Adventures
shipped two boats worth of
supplies to Wrangell, where
people in Wrangell donated
their time to unload and bring
to the community center.

Jake Jabusch, who volun-
teered to help offload the dona-
tions in Wrangell, said such
generosity and solidarity in the
midst of a crisis is normal for
communities like Wrangell and
Petersburg. “It seems like it’s
always been that way,” he told
the Sentinel.

Rhonda Butler grew up in
Wrangell and is based in
Juneau as the emergency oper-
ations specialist with the Cen-
tral Council of the Tlingit and
Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska.
With her family ties in town,
she felt particularly motivated
to help out.

“When 1 got the call, of
course they had to check to
make sure that I was going to
be capable of responding. And
I said, ‘If you didn’t ask me, I
would’ve told you I was going,
regardless if I was working or
not,”” she said. “I know my
hometown needs.”

Tammi Meissner, Wrangell’s
community navigator with
Tlingit and Haida, said that she
and Jillian Privett formed the
Wrangell Strong Community
Relief Group Facebook page to
help coordinate relief efforts
into one hub.

Posts on the community re-
lief page and the regular com-
munity Facebook page have
requested that all social media
posts related to the landslide
include the hashtag #Wrangell-
Strong to reach more viewers.

Meissner shared that there
is a list of residents able to
house evacuees, and anyone
who would like to be added to
the list can contact her via
Facebook or by texting 907-
518-1418.

On the community relief
Facebook page, Mike Nicholas
from Ohio posted greetings
and thanks to Wrangell resi-
dents, identifying himself as
the brother of Christina
Florschutz, who survived the

FB(C Petersburg

Sunday: 9:45a - Bible Classes * 10:45a - Fellowship/Meet & Greet
* 11a - Worship in person & Facebook ¢ ép - Youth Group

Wednesday ép - Outreach Fellowship Meal
e 7p - LIFE Group in Fellowship Halll

Thursday: ép - Celebrate Recovery Poee——————

/
A‘auA

—

772-4563  Corner of 5th & Gjoa Streets

Please continue to check our Facebook page and website for updates at
First Baptist Church Petersburg www.fbcpetersburg.com

slide. Her husband, Otto
Florschutz, was still missing as
of Monday:.

“I would like to thank the
entire community of Wrangell
for all the help and support
you have provided to my sister
and her family as well as others
in need there,” he said. “You
have an amazing community.”

Cell and wifi coverage

Butler told the Sentinel that
Charlie Hazel opened his pri-
vate dock at 12.7-Mile, past the
area blocked by the landslide,
to provide boat access for
search and rescue workers, po-
lice and fuel deliveries, and the
water taxis ferrying displaced
residents.

Butler used that access to set
up a Starlink system she
brought to help restore cell
service and internet at the
south side of the 11-Mile land-
slide for first responders and
state, federal and local officials.

The portable satellite link
has limited range, not much
beyond the central command
post, but residents who are
stuck out the road could access
the signal if they get close
enough to the setup. According
to the community relief Face-
book page, the Wi-Fi name is
TlingitHaida and the password
is Wrangellstrong.

Fundraising underway

Several fundraisers have
been started to provide aid to
people affected by last week's
landslide.

Meissner said the commu-
nity relief Facebook page high-
lights various drives that are
underway, including the 11-
Mile Emergency Relief Fund,

an account she opened at City
Market and IGA, which will be
used for food and paper prod-
ucts needed by those affected
by the slide.

Aside from food, clothing
and warm beds, Meissner said
money donations for families,
fuel and other provisions is an-
other way people can donate
support.

First Bank has two accounts
set up for monetary donations:
one for search and rescue sup-
plies and other assistance; the
second for families affected by
the landslide.

Cash donations can be made
at any First Bank branch loca-
tion in Southeast. Those farther
away, and wanting to donate
by credit or debit card, can call
the bank at 1-888-220-4446 or 1-
888-540-8585.

A GoFundMe account has
been created to accept dona-
tions under the name Wrangell
11 Mile Emergency Relief. It
had raised more than $32,000

as of Sunday:.
“We've got a lot of [airline]
mileage being donated,”

Meissner told the Sentinel.
“We're working with Alaska
Airlines at this time to figure

out if they can waive the fee of
transferring miles. ... So we're
kind of on hold for that right
now.”

The Wrangell Borough's
Facebook page said that
Wrangell Parks and Recreation
is accepting food donations for
people affected by the slide.
Donations can be dropped off
at the community center
kitchen, and contributors can
put items in the refrigerator or
on the counter.

Creators of “Wrangell
Strong” clothing items are do-
nating a portion of the pro-
ceeds to relief efforts.

Made in Wrangell studio
owner Marina Backman de-
signed a T-shirt with the words
“Wrangell Strong” bracketing a
patch of starry sky with the
northern lights.

“I made it yesterday,” she
said at the Thanksgiving Day
community dinner.

Nicole Hammer created and
is selling T-shirts and sweat-
shirts with a #WrangellStrong
on the front with proceeds
going to families personally af-
fected by the landslide. She
had sold 100 sweatshirts as of
last Saturday.

Scan the QR code below and fill out the form.
You will be contacted with the next steps.

Scholarships are available!

Good Beginnings

2023-2024

Enroliment Inquiry

Interested in enrolling your child in the
2023-2024 preschool year?

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN!

SCAN ME:

Wellness, Education and Resource Center (WERC) 8

Petersburg Medical Center invites you to our

Grround|, Breating

CEREMONY

Join us for the ceremonial groundbreaking of
the WERC building, an exciting milestone in the

future of Petersburg's healthcare.

=== FRIDAY
DECEMBER 8TH

The Borough is hosting light refreshments in the

»

S

TIME
12:00 PM - 12:15 PM

Assembly Chambers following the ceremony. Please join us!

PETERSBURG
MEDICAL CENTER

Quality care, close to home
PMC: 907-772-4291 e Clinic: 907-772-4299

»

PMC NEW FACILITY SITE
HAUGEN DRIVE NEAR 8TH ST.
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**PLEASE BE CAUTIOUS OF UNEVEN GROUND




