Special Graduation INTRODUCING)

Edition inside

THE

pefersbu

rg

May 28, 2026
Vol. 52, No. 22

www.petérsburgpilot.com $2

28 Pages

Assembly approves property tax rate; area-wide
levy adds 1.71 mills to lands outside Service Area 1

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot writer

The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly unanimously adopted
the property tax millage rates
for fiscal year 2027 at its May 18
regular meeting, slightly raising
the rate for Service Area 1 prop-
erty owners to 10.93 mills and
introducing a new area-wide
general purposes levy that for
the first time charges all borough
property owners for services the
borough charter has always au-
thorized charging borough-wide,
but which Service Area 1 tax-
payers have been covering since
borough formation.

For Service Area 1 residents
the new rate of 10.93 mills — an
increase from 10.80 mills in FY26
— means $10.93 per $1,000 of
assessed property value. On a
home assessed at $300,000, that
works out to $3,279 annually, an
increase of about $39 over the
prior rate.

The borough’s total taxable
assessed property value has
grown to $459,749,084 as of Jan-
uary 1, 2026, up from $444,983,142
the year before — a 3.3 percent
increase. Within Service Area 1,
assessed value grew from
$371,144,335 to $381,907,886, a
gain of about 2.9 percent.

How the rate breaks down

The full millage package for
Service Area 1 residents includes
several distinct levies. Area-wide,
all borough property owners pay
4.36 mills for education, 1.71 mills

for general purposes, and 0.57
mills toward the voter-approved
bond for public school capital
projects — an area-wide total of
6.64 mills.

Service Area 1 residents pay
an additional 3.93 mills for gen-
eral purposes, 0.09 mills for the
aquatic center bond, and 0.27
mills for the library bond, bring-
ing the combined Service Area 1
rate to 10.93 mills.

New area-wide levy

The most significant change
in this year’s resolution is the
new “Area Wide General Pur-
poses” line — 1.71 mills that ap-
plies to all borough property, in-
cluding land outside Service Area
1.

Finance Director Jody Tow
said the levy is grounded in bor-
ough charter language that has
authorized area-wide charges for
certain services ever since the
borough was formed, but which
had never been implemented.

The charter specifically allows
area-wide levies for assembly
operations, administration, li-
brary, E911 dispatch, the borough
attorney, economic development,
emergency response, and disaster
planning — services that property
owners throughout the borough
use regardless of which side of
the Service Area 1 boundary they
live on.

Borough Manager Steve Gies-
brecht said the timing of the
change was driven in part by
fiscal pressure and in part by
Service Area 1 reaching a practical

limit. With SA1’s operational
millage now at the borough’s 10-
mill cap — excluding voter-ap-
proved bond debt — there is no

more room to grow SA1 property
tax revenue without issuing new
bonds.

“Going forward ... it’s about

how much do we have to cut to
keep below the 10-mill cap,”
Giesbrecht said. “So that opened

Continued on page 3

its inaugural journey.

Four canoes launched from South Harbor on Sunday morning to paddle to Juneau for Celebration.
The Kéet Yaakw, pictured left, is Petersburg Indian Association’s first canoe of its kind and this is

“Kéet Yaakw” launches journey to Celebration

By CALEB MORROW
Pilot writer

The “Kéet Yaakw” - or the killer whale
canoe - launched from Petersburg on
Sunday morning and reignited a tradition of
canoe-based transportation - the first such

departure in at least 100 years.

Traveling by canoe to Celebration - the
biennial gathering of Tlingit, Haida, and
Tsimshian tribes in Juneau - has been a
tradition for tribes in the region. This year
Petersburg joins the paddling tradition for

CALEB MORROW / Petersburg Pilot

Continued on page 12

PHS Baseball clinch’s first regional title in program history

The Petersburg Boys Baseball team pose with Mr John and Mrs. Kay, North Pole superfans after the team
clinched their first regional title in program history, on Saturday, May 23, 2026, in Delta Junction, Alaska.
The team will be heading to state as the #1 seed in the Aurora Coastal Conference.

By AIDEN LUHR
Pilot writer

Needing to win at least three
of their four remaining games
to win the newly integrated
Aurora Coastal Conference
(ACC), the Petersburg Boys
Baseball team began their quest
with their first two games against
the Monroe Catholic Rams.

It was a pitchers duel to start
with Tanner Caulum getting the
start for the Vikings. The first
runs of the game came after two
errors by the Rams scored two
runs for the Vikings and then
senior center fielder Nathan Kerr
singled, scoring two more runs
to give the Vikings a 4-0 lead.

“Tanner continued to pitch
really well for us. We picked
up a couple of more runs in the
fifth inning and kind of
continued to put runs on,” head
coach Jim Engell said.

After five, the Vikings lead
the Rams 7-1.

The Vikings went on to win
10-3, two wins away from a

Continued on page 6
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About Town

’
Ye Sterday S NeWS: News from 25-50-75-100 years ago

May 29,1926 - No organized
campaign has been started but
nevertheless Petersburg is

enjoying a “clean-up” and
“paint up” period. Springtime
with fine, sunshiny days has
brought the painters out in
flocks. Boats, houses and other
buildings are all beginning to
tone up. Some of the buildings
downtown which have been
feeling the painter’s brush are
the Salvation Army hall, M.A.
Missick’s tailor shop and the
superintendent’s residence of
the Petersburg Packing
Company. A marked
improvement on the latter is
especially noticeable on account
of the fire there a couple of
months ago. Many
improvements can be seen
inside as well as outside of this
building. Every sunshiny day
most of the halibut fishermen
can be seen painting their boats
down at the float. The many
bright new colors on the boats
are a pleasure to behold.

May 25, 1951 - Folks along
Main Street are chuckling today
over the story of a tourist,
ambling uptown from a boat,
uncomfortably drenched by one
of this week’s sudden showers.
Just as he came out of the post

Rules of the Road
US Coast Guard

QUESTION
& ANSWER

QUESTION:

One of the signals, other than a

distress signal, that can be used

by a vessel to attract attention is
a(n) .

a. red star shell

b. searchlight

c. burning barrel

d. orange smoke signal

Source: U.S. Coast Guard
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High Low Precip
May 20 47 40 0.43
May 21 56 45 0.35
May 22 53 44 T
May 23 45 41 0.50
May 24 50 35 0.10
May 25 61 43 0.23
May 26 55 48 T

This Week’s Precipitation: 1.61”

This weather service is provided by
the FAA weather observation station
at the James A. Johnson Airport.

DAYLIG{ET
Hours {£)

Date  Sunrise Sunset Daylight
May 28 4:15a 9:25p 17:09hrs
May 29 4:13a 9:26p 17:12hrs
May 30 4:12a 9:28p 17:15hrs
May 31 4:11a 9:29p 17:18hrs
Jun 01 4:10a 9:31p 17:21hrs
Jun 02 4:09a 9:32p 17:23hrs

Jun 03 4:07a 9:34p 17:26hrs

office he was jostled by a couple
of chaps who had evidently
imbibed a bit too much and
was overheard observing to his
companion, “You know, the
only dry thing I've found in
Petersburg is the inkwell in that
post office!” The high
temperature for the last week
was 57 on May 24, low was 40
on May 23. Precipitation was
2.6” last week.

May 26, 1976 - About 48,000
young coho salmon have been
stocked into the saltwater
rearing facility at the north end
of Douglas Island near Juneau
by the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game. The fish, from
the Crystal Lake Hatchery in
Petersburg, were about 5 inches
long and weighed about one
ounce each at the time of the
stocking. The salmon will be
fed in floating net pens for
about two months and then
will be released after removal

of the adipose fin and the
insertion of a coded magnetic
tag. The salt water rearing
program, operated by the

department’s fisheries
rehabilitation, enhancement and
development division, is

designed to enhance local
fisheries and to test the homing
behavior of cohos that are
reared in one location but
released in another. Between
1,200 and 2,800 mature cohos
are expected to return to the
Fish Creek area in 1977 as a
result of this release.

May 24, 2001 - ‘Billi the
Kid’, ‘Half-Man-Half-Amazing/,
“The Billi Goat'... these are just
a few of the nicknames
following Keith Billi around the
annual 17th of May 4.5-mile
Lop the Loop race. In a steady
Petersburg downpour, Billi
cruised around the course in a
time of 26:37 to take his fourth
straight Little Norway Festival
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12:00 pm

CANCER SURVIVOR'S DAY
Friday, June 5th, 2026

- 2:00 pm

PSG Public Library, Helmi Jensen Community Room

In conjunction with Cancer

Support Group. Lunch provided.
For more information call Michele Parker at 907-518-1023

boat and more.

P-W Insurance
772-3858 or 1-800-478-3858

We provide a full range of insurance services:
Life, hospitalization, homeowners, auto, renters,

PETERSBURG HAPPENINGS

Brought
to you by:

\) | Aaska

AIRLINES

Burger Night: 5:30 pm, Elks Lodge

THURSDAY, May 28
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00 am, Mitkof Dance Studio
PEDC Board Meeting: zoom meeting

Hospital Board Meeting: 5:30p, Borough Assembly Chambers

FRIDAY, May 29
Al-Anon Support Group: 12:00 pm, Episcopal Church
Bingo: 6:00 pm, Sons of Norway Hall downstairs
AA Candlelight Meeting: 7:00 pm, Episcopal Church
Open Mic Night at Clausen Museum: 7:00 pm, Clausen Museum

SUNDAY, May 31
Knitting Group - All Welcome: 2:00 pm, Mt. View Manor Social Hall

MONDAY, June 1
Tai Chi: 7:00 am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall
Borough Assembly Meeting: 12:00 pm, Municipal Building
Burger Night: 5:30 pm, Moose Lodge
Highschool Graduation: 7:00 pm, High School Gym
AA Women’s Meeting: 7:00 pm, Presbyterian Church
Volleyball/Open Gym: 7:30 pm, Parks and Rec Gym

TUESDAY, June 2
Tai Chi for Arthritis & Fall Prevention: 10:00 am, Mitkof Dance Studio
AA 12x12 Meeting: 7:00 pm, Holy Cross Classroom

WEDNESDAY, June 3
Tai Chi: 7:00 am, Mountain View Manor Social Hall
PIA Community Meal: 5:00pm, John Hanson Sr Hall

Free Dinner For All: 6:00 pm, First Baptist Church

To add an event to the Happenings calendar

call us at 772-9393 or email pilotpub@gmail.com

title. “I like running in the rain,”
said Billi in true Norwegian
spirit. “I't better than being too
warm and getting worn out by
the heat.” Billi tapered his
training prior to the festival,
taking the three days before the
race off and then carb loading
the night before the event. “I
ate ‘Norwegian” spaghetti with
deer meat in it, but no fish,”
Billi said. “I started faster this
year, which might have been a
mistake, my first mile was too
fast and the course always starts
on that long mile climb.” Hence
the name “Billi Goat’. “I've won
this race every year I've entered,
except 1983,”commented Billi,
with a steely-eyed look, a
challenging, menacing glare.
“Rick “The Legend” Williams
took first, Klas ‘The Swede’
Stolpe was a half a step behind

Northern

Nights Theater

Super Mario Galaxy
Family/Adventure
*1h 39m - Rated PG
Showings:
Friday & Saturday @ 7 pm
Sunday @ 4 pm

Coming Soon:
Sound of Music Sing Along
Check our Facebook page

and sign up for the latest
updates for showings

Concessions available.

him, and Bryan ‘The Janitor’
Anderson swept by me for
third. I can still see the dirt
flying from their soles on that
atypical tombstone-like day. I
usually get people from
behind.” Hence the name “Billi
the Kid'.

Corrections:

In last week’s edition of
the Pilot, in the story about
Desi Burrell being named
the Petersburg Community
Foundation Volunteer of the
Year. The Pilot misspelled
the last name of Dorothy
Enge, and we apologize for
that mistake.

In a story about Chris
Weiss retiring from our local
library, published on April
23, 2026, the Pilot wrote that
Library = Director  Tara
Alcock “arrived in
Petersburg 23 and a half
years ago with no library
experience.” It was, in fact,
only Petersburg’s library
that she did not have
experience with, finding
herself quickly plunged into
the leadership role here with
almost no overlap with her
predecessor. But she arrived
in Petersburg well equipped
and properly experienced.
Alcock had a masters degree

TIDE TABLE

} #Credit cards accepted. in library sciences and
650 7626 several years’ experience

working as a librarian.
\

PETERSBURG

MAY-JUNE
HigH TiDES Low Tipes
A.M. P.M. AM. P.M.
Time  Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft. Time Ft.
28 Thu 12:37 130 625 -0.1 6:15 3.3
29 Fri 0:15 158 1:20 133 7:.03 -0.7 655 3.6
30 Sat 050 160 1:59 136 739 -1.0 7:32 3.7
31 Sun 125 161 236 137 814 -12 8:08 3.9
01 Mon 200 161 312 136 848 -11 844 4.0
|02 Tue 235 159 348 134 923 -1.0 9:20 4.2
03 Wed 3:11 156 4:25 132 959 -0.7 957 44

LAND%

IS
REFRIGERATION

Terminal Office ¢ 772-3

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Island Refrigeration, LLC [ ACE 907-772-3310 908 S. Nordic Dr.

FERRY S

CHEDULE

855 or call 800-642-0066

< NORTHBOUND DEPARTURES >

<SOUTHBOUND DEPARTURES >

Mon 6/ KENNICOTT 12:30 A.M.
SuN 6/7  KeENNicotT 08:45 p.m.
Mon6/15 Kennicott 01:30 AM.
Sun 6/21 CoLumBlia  08:45 P.m.
Mon6/29 CoLumBliA 12:30 A.M.

WED 6/3
Tue 6/9
WED 6/17
Tue 6/23
WED 7/23

04:00 A.M.
10:15 P.m.
02:45 A.M.
10:45 p.m.
02:00 A.Mm.

KENNICOTT
KENNICOTT
KENNICOTT
CoLumBIA
CoLumBIA

Sandwiches -

Sodas -
Sunday-Thursday 6a-9p - Friday-Saturday 6a-10p - Downtown

PRESENTED AS A PUBLIC SERVICE BY:

Hammer EWikan

CONVENIENCE STORE

Snacks - Groceries
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Assembly advances sewer rate increase of 20 percent
as EPA mandates and aglng infrastructure drive costs

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot writer

The Petersburg Borough As-
sembly gave first-reading ap-
proval last Monday to an
ordinance raising sewer utility
rates by 20 percent for fiscal
year 2027, the latest step in a
multi-year effort to cover the
costs of aging infrastructure
and heightened state and fed-
eral environmental compliance
requirements.

Ordinance #2026-11, which
passed 7-0 and will require two
more readings before taking ef-
fect, would increase the base
residential monthly service
charge from $56.79 to $68.15 for
a standard meter connection.
Subsequent increases of 10 per-
cent are projected for fiscal
years 2028, 2029 and 2030,
though the full scope and cost
of federally-required infrastruc-
ture upgrades is still being de-
termined through ongoing
engineering studies.

“Although I'm voting yes on
this, I don’t like my rates going
up on anything — no one
does,” Stanton Gregor said.
“But in terms of wastewater, I
appreciate that we have a high-
functioning utility, and that
when our water goes down the
drain, it goes to where it’s sup-
posed to go. I think we owe it to
the ratepayers to approve this.”

The rate increase is being
driven by two converging pres-
sures, Public Works staff told
the assembly. Critical compo-
nents of the borough’s waste-
water system — including lift
stations, piping, pumps, con-
trols, and marine outfall infra-
structure — are approaching or
have already exceeded their in-
tended service life. At the same
time, the federal Environmental
Protection Agency is tightening
treatment standards in ways
that will require Petersburg to
add both disinfection and pre-
treatment systems to its waste-

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Aaron Marohl and Thomas Rummel, Public Works Director and Assis-
tant Director, field questions from the assembly about wastewater rates
during the May 18 Petersburg Borough Assembly meeting.

water plant.

For years, Petersburg has op-
erated under a federal waiver
allowing it to provide primary
treatment — removing solids
from wastewater — before dis-
charging the remaining liquid
effluent into Frederick Sound,
where tidal action within a per-
mitted mixing zone provided
further dilution. The waiver
arrangement is no longer avail-
able and Petersburg’s waste-
water will require secondary
treatment, including both pre-
treatment and disinfection sys-
tems.

“They’re asking that we do
pretreatment, as well as poten-
tially using chlorine on what
comes out of the wastewater
plant,” Borough Manager Steve
Giesbrecht told the assembly.
“And we're not allowed to dis-
charge chlorine — so we then
need to remove it. That's part of
the disinfection process.”

Petersburg is among nine
coastal Alaska communities af-
fected by the primary treatment
waiver issue, Utility Director
Karl Hagerman said, including

Wrangell, Ketchikan, and even
Anchorage where similar up-
grades are estimated to cost as
much as $2 billion.

The borough received an $8
million federal earmark toward
the project, but estimates to
complete all the newly required
work range from $12 million to
$15 million. Giesbrecht said the
borough intends to return to the
congressional delegation for ad-
ditional funding once engineer-
ing studies clarify the full scope.

Other near-term capital
needs include the next pump
station replacement project in
the queue — Pump Station 3 —
and the ongoing marine outfall
repair project.

Pump Station 3, tucked be-
tween Silver Bay Seafoods and
Nordic Drive near the base of
the PFI hill, is one of the largest
and most important pump sta-
tions in the wastewater system.
With equipment that was in-
stalled in 1980, it faces the same
parts-obsolescence  problems
that have added time and ex-
pense to the Pump Station 4
project which has been ongoing

BOAT LOAN PROMOTION

ADVENTURE

Starts at the Docks.

'FIRST BANK

— The one who's here.

& 103 North NordicDr - 772.4277

since last summer. The borough
is pursuing state revolving fund
financing for the Pump Station
3 replacement, last estimated at
$640,000.

The rate increase is also
shaped by the borough’s opera-
tional cash requirements. Bor-
ough utility staff presented the
assembly with rate modeling

software projections showing
that the 20 percent increase for
2027, followed by 10 percent in-
creases in subsequent years,
keeps the borough above its re-
quired operating cash.

A public hearing on the ordi-
nance is expected at the assem-
bly’s June 1 meeting.

Property tax rate

Continued from page 1

up the whole conversation about, are we charging everybody
what we should be charging them?”

“It's kind of like checking the couch for quarters,” he said.”

Tow said she spent several months developing a precise cal-
culation template to allocate costs fairly before arriving at the
1.71-mill figure, working through multiple revenue streams
before reaching property tax. The methodology was reviewed
by the mayor, borough manager, and community development
director before being presented to the assembly.

Tow provided a department-by-department breakdown of
the 1.71-mill levy showing how each component was calculated.
The two largest single items are the library at 0.34 mills and
dispatch operations at 0.33 mills — services used by residents
throughout the borough. Finance administration accounts for
0.27 mills, community development for 0.21 mills, facilities
maintenance for 0.14 mills, and administration for 0.15 mills.
The borough attorney, information services, jail, community
service grants, assembly operations, and search and rescue make
up the remainder. Notably, the building inspector’s costs were
excluded from the area-wide allocation because zoning authority
has not yet extended beyond Service Area 1.

For property owners outside Service Area 1, the new levy
adds $171 per $100,000 of assessed property value. Giesbrecht
acknowledged the change is likely to be unwelcome.

“I understand people aren’t gonna like it,” he said.

Giesbrecht said the borough held back on implementing the
area-wide levy for years partly out of sensitivity to those who
had opposed borough formation.

“There’s still people who hate the fact that we formed the
borough,” he said. “I think it was an easy thing to say, ‘we’re not
going to try to add more to this right now.” Maybe it would have
been easier to do it right from day one.”

Service Area 1 residents pay the area-wide levy too — itis in-
cluded in their combined 10.93-mill rate. The in addition to the
1.71 mills area-wide general purposes line, Service Area 1
residents pay 3.93 mills for those services only applicable to
SAL1, for a total of 5.62 mills, an increase from last year’s 5.4 mills
for general purposes.

New Lands Manager position

Mayor Bobb Lynn used the KFSK Borough Business program
last Monday to highlight the borough’s plan to hire a “lands
manager” within the community development department. The
new position, budgeted in the upcoming fiscal year, is intended
to help the borough take on platting authority outside Service
Area 1 — a function currently handled by the state — and to
manage borough-owned land sales and leases that are currently
spread across multiple departments.

Community Development Director Liz Cabrera said platting
authority, which governs how land is subdivided and surveyed,
would require a separate ordinance and a resolution from the
assembly to formally transfer authority from the state Department
of Natural Resources.

Platting currently falls under Title 18 of the municipal code.
Zoning authority — Title 19 — is a separate power and would
need its own ordinance changes to be extended beyond Service
Areal.

The lands manager position will be posted once the assembly
approves the fiscal year 2027 budget in its third and final reading
at the June 1 meeting. Giesbrecht said the hiring process is
expected to be competitive, as the skill set — blending land
management, planning, and municipal administration — is rel-
atively specialized.

Bond levies

There is one bright spot on the horizon for property tax
payers — the 0.09-mill aquatic center bond and 0.27-mill library
bond are both in their final year of repayment. Together they
add about $108 annually to the tax bill of a $300,000 SA1
property.

The school capital projects bond — approved by borough
voters in October 2024 to fund infrastructure upgrades at Pe-
tersburg schools — remains at 0.57 mills and runs through 2044.
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To THE EDITOR

Hello Market
Friends

To the Editor:

We are thrilled to announce
Bekah Gumz as the Market
Manager of summer 2026! Bekah
spearheaded The Market as the
manager in 2024 and has
participated as a vendor. She
brings her interest in the arts and
community to the role and we
look forward to a wonderful
season with her at the helm.

Season details and Vendor
Applications will be confirmed
and available ASAP!

This has been a particularly
tough set up year for The Market
Board and we appreciate your
patience as we navigate the
unpaid work of creating a Market
season for you to participate in.

We hope the community is
excited to engage with this
opportunity to share and enjoy
homemade, handmade, and
handcrafted goods. This is season
16 of The Market. Vendors,
managers, board members, and
market goers have changed over
the years as participants’
availability shifts. Our purpose is
to celebrate the work and creation
of the vendors who have the
interest and  capacity to
participate across a season or
even one Market day. Over the
years, some vendors expanded
their work into a business with
their own venue, some continue
to thrive and access clients
through The Market, and some
have moved on to other activities
different from their Market
tables. We value constructive
feedback and will continue to
shift The Market in response to
community and vendor needs.

Currently, our board is down
to 3 core members who all have
a history with The Market and an
interest in seeing its continued
success. We need more voices to
join in the planning effort during

Opinion

the winter/spring. The board
makes decisions about the
direction of The Market: where,
when, dates, manager, etc.

We wish for 3 or more
interested people to join our
board in planning for season
2027. Perhaps helping prepare for
The Market is volunteer work
you are suited for?

These are a few of the skills
we are keen to strengthen in our
group:

social media/online savvy

editor/secretary

accounting/fiscal planning

community oriented and in
Petersburg during Market season
(vendors welcome!)

We prefer board members to
have some experience vending
with The Market or to be a
frequent Market goer. Please
consider joining us to continue a
healthy planning process for the

future. Contact  Lisa  at
907.518.1129.

Sincerely,

Lisa Schramek & the

Market Board

“Last Frontier
State Media”

To the Editor:

What explains independent
news providers’ coverage of L-48
Native tribal protests on the
frontlines of their environmental
defense, versus the for-profit and
nonprofit coverage of southeast
Alaska news media’s dominant

corporate narratives
misrepresenting and eclipsing the
entirety of Alaska Native
realities?

How long can Sealaska Inc.,
Tlingit & Haida press releases
suffice for, or simply be allowed
to suffocate, all other tribal
Native voices of southeast Alaska
and statewide social crises?

Native voices defending
customary and traditional values

Ritter’s River

have yet to be honestly
represented in Southeast Alaska’s
“Last Frontier State Media”
(LFSM). More than mere
wrinkled noses of disbelief come
to mind in the longstanding
systematic neglect by southeast
LFSM coverage of Native issues.
Most importantly, there are social
consequences of press failures to
connect the dots of causality and
social crises.

Active gatekeeping has been
normalized through failing to
recognize the collision of
customary and traditional values
with the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (ANCSA). Its
settler colonial corporatism
model is a disaster. The
consequences of that model have
been thoroughly documented
over decades by anthropologists
(including former Pilot reporter
Katy Fulton, PhD) as a cultural,
environmental, and  social
disaster.

Two documentaries address
and correct for these failures. The
first, released in 2023 is the
international award winning,
“Eden’s Last Chance” and the
second released April 23rd titled,
“Land Less: 115,200 Acres.”
Both provide voices of Native
Elder leader Wanda Culp, as well
as several longtime Petersburg
borough residents. So why are
these acclaimed documentaries
not locally newsworthy?

Both have been systematically
blacklisted by the local LFSM for

two simple reasons: they
document both the systematic
silencing of Native voices

objecting to the corporatization of
Southeast  Tribes  through
ANCSA, as well as the corporate
capture of the Southeast Alaska
Conservation Council advancing
its funders’ corporate
privatization agenda of the
Tongass National Forest.
ANCSA has been amended in
virtually every Congress since

by Marc Lutz
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1971, and constitutes the Last
Frontier’s centerpiece of
economic, environmental and
social policy, as well as Alaska’s
delegation’s blank checkbook.

As such, the last 50 years of
ANCSA factors heavily in
Alaska’s rankings at the bottom
percentiles of the national barrel
of social well-being, life
expectancy, domestic violence,
drug abuse, mental health,
suicide, and several other
measures of quality of life.

How long can award-winning
LFSM collaborators, as
stenographers and amplifiers of
Native corporate public relations,
routinely take a (press) pass as
the first and final drafters of local,
regional, and state history?

David Beebe

Thank you
to the People
of Petersburg

To the Editor:

Thank you to the people of
Petersburg for the incredibly
warm welcome at this year’s
Little Norway Festival. It was an
honor to spend time in one of
Alaska’s most unique and
hardworking communities, and |
already can’t wait to come back
next year.

Petersburg represents so much
of what makes Alaska special —a
strong fishing heritage, deep
community pride, and a culture
built around hard work,
independence, and helping your
neighbors. You can feel it
walking the docks, talking with
fishermen and families
downtown, and seeing
generations come together to

celebrate the traditions that make
Petersburg “Little Norway.”

Communities like Petersburg
remind us why it is so important
to protect and strengthen Alaska’s
seafood industry. Petersburg
remains one of the top fishing
communities in the country, and
commercial fishing continues to
be the backbone of the local
economy. Alaska needs leaders
who understand that our
fishermen, processors, and
coastal communities are essential
to our future.

I also heard clearly how
important the Alaska Marine
Highway System is to Petersburg
and communities across
Southeast. Reliable ferry service
is not optional in Southeast
Alaska — it is a lifeline for
families, businesses, students,
and workers. We need to make
sure our ferry system is funded
and operating at the level
Southeast communities deserve.

Petersburg has also done
something remarkable in today’s
world: it has held onto its
authenticity. It remains a real
working waterfront community
with strong local traditions and a
quality of life families are proud
of. That is worth protecting.

Thank you again to everyone
who welcomed us, shared stories,
participated in the herring toss,
and showed us the very best of
Petersburg hospitality. Greta and

I are grateful for the
conversations, friendships, and
encouragement.

We’ll see you next year at
Little Norway, hopefully next
time I will have the honor of
calling myself your Governor.

Sincerely,

Click Bishop, Candidate for
Governor and Darlene Bishop,

his wife
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Police report

May 13 - An abandoned
vehicle was reported on N 1st St.
Its owner was contacted and
moved the vehicle.

A complainant reported a
traffic hazard on S Nordic Dr.
There is an on-going investigation.

A disturbance was reported
on S 2nd St. An officer responded
and assisted an intoxicated
individual.

Suspicious activity was
reported at the U.S. Forest Service
building on N Nordic Dr. An
officer searched the building and
found everything was okay.

May 14 - A disturbance was
reported on S 3rd St. An officer
responded and determined it was
unfounded.

A vehicle owner was asked to
move their vehicle to facilitate
Mayfest set-up on N Nordic Dr.

An officer assisted a citizen
with limited mobility.

A complainant spoke with an
officer concerning suspicious
behavior.

An officer responded to a
parking complaint on N Nordic
Dr.

There was a parking complaint
on S Nordic Dr. The owner of a
vehicle parked in an unauthorized
spot was contacted and moved
their vehicle.

Found property was turned
in to the Police Department (PD).

There was a parking complaint
on Haugen Dr. An officer
contacted its owner and directed
them to remove it from private
property.

A deer struck and killed by a
vehicle on Aaslaug St. was
unsalvageable.

A vehicle impeding May Fest
activities was moved.

An officer assisted Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) with an
injury on N 10th and Excel St.

An officer provided a courtesy
transport.

May 15 - An officer provided
a courtesy transport.

A deceased cat was reported
on N 8th St. The responding officer
was unable to locate its body.

Dispatch contacted the owners
of vehicles impeding May Fest
set-up.

A burglar alarm activated
accidentally on Nordic Dr.

A complainant spoke with an
officer concerning paper service.

Two deer struck and killed at
4.5-mile were unsalvageable.

An officer responded to a

City / Opinion
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report of juveniles in an altercation
on 2nd St. and notified their
parents.

A protective order was served
on Birch St.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

There was a report of
unattended pets on S Nordic Dr.
The landlord was notified.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

A lost credit card was reported.
The credit card was later turned
in to the PD and returned to its
owner.

May 16 - A found cellphone
was turned in to the PD and
returned to its owner.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

A driver at N Nordic Dr. and
Harder St. was issued a warning
for failure to stop at a stop sign.

Jimmy Barbuch was charged
with violating conditions of
release.

An officer conducted foot
patrols downtown.

An officer responded to a
report of juveniles in an altercation
on Harbor Way. Their parents
were notified.

Dispatch was contacted by a
beached vessel in need of
assistance near Pt. Baker. The
lodge staff were notified and
responded.

Ryan Mumby was issued
citations for an expired
registration, failure to carry
insurance and operable brake
requirements.

There was a report of property
lost downtown.

May 17 - An officer attempting
to conduct a welfare check on
Lumber St. was unable to locate
the described individual.

There was a post accident
report of a minor traffic incident
on Chief John Lott St. The involved
parties were provided with self-
report forms to submit to the
DMV.

An officer responding to a
report of suspicious behavior on
N Nordic Dr. advised the
individual in question of the
ramifications of violating
conditions of release.

A vessel in distress near Port
Houghton contacted the PD. The
U.S. Coast Guard was notified
and responded.

Officers responding to a
complaint of ducklings in the
roadway on Haugen Dr. found

they’d ducked out of there and
were gone.

An officer conducted a welfare
check on Mitkof Hwy.

May 18 - Amber Manly, 37,
was remanded for violating
probation.

A search warrant
executed.

An officer responded to a
report of smokers loitering outside
a business on N Nordic Dr. They
departed the area.

May 19 - A deer struck by a
vehicle on Mirkof Hwy was
dispatched by an officer and
unsalvageable.

Officers responded to a report
of a disturbance on S 3rd St. and
determined it was non-criminal.

A found key was turned in to
the PD.

May 20 - An officer spoke
with a complainant.

Papers were served.

Steven Vitela self-reported to
the PD for an outstanding warrant.

An officer responded to a
report of suspicious behavior on
N 3rd St. but was unable to locate
the described individual.

An officer responded to assist
an individual reported to need
help on 4th St. but was unable to
locate the described individual.

An officer responded to a cat
noise complaint on 3rd St.

An officer conducted a welfare
check on Ira II St.

May 21 - A deer struck and
killed on Mitkof Hwy. was
unsalvageable.

An officer assisted EMS with
an unconscious person on S 2nd
St.

Papers were served.

An officer conducted a welfare
check on S 2nd St.

May 22 - An officer provided
lockout assistance in South
Harbor.

Officers assisted EMS on N
Nordic Dr.

There was a report of a black
bear walking in the muskeg along
Haugen Dr. It departed the area.

A deer was struck and killed
at Libby Straight but not salvaged
due to parties’ lack of interest in
salvaging meat.

May 23 - A dog found on S
2nd St. was brought to the PD
and returned to its owner.

An officer conducted a welfare
check on S Nordic Dr.

An officer spoke with a
complainant on 4th St.

An  officer  conducted
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additional patrols of the Twin
Creek shelter area.

May 24 - An officer assisted a
citizen on S 2nd St.

Nicholas Dawson was arrested
on a fugitive from justice warrant.

May 25 - An officer spoke
with a complainant regarding a
civil issue.

A driver on Sandy Beach Rd.
was issued a warning for speed.

Ray Stoner was arrested for
alleged assault in the 3rd degree
and alleged assault in the 4th
degree.

An officer responded to a
report of dangerous driving on
Harbor Way, contacted the driver
and determined it was unfounded.

May 26 - An officer responded
to a noise complaint on Nordic

Dr.

An officer conducted a welfare
check on Mitkof Hwy.

An officer responded to a
parking complaint on S Nordic
Dr., contacted the owner of the
vehicle and had them move it.

There is an on-going
investigation into criminal
mischief on Harbor Way.

An officer responded to a
report of dangerous driving on
N 3rd St. but was unable to locate
the described vehicle.

An officer responded to a
disturbance on 4th St. and found
the parties involved had departed
the area.

An officer responded to a noise
complaint on S 4th St. but heard
nothing concerning in the area.

GUEST EDITORIAL

Accepting blame is important
part of being a leader

By LARRY PERSILY
Wrangell Sentinel publisher

Legislators are being held after school this month and the
state is paying for the extra time because the governor did not
do his homework.

If that seems backward, you're right.

Gov. Mike Dunleavy ordered lawmakers to stay late after
class ended because he insists that they approve major big-time
relief from property taxes for the owners of the proposed, pos-
sible, maybe someday Alaska North Slope natural gas pipeline
and export project.

The governor believes the multi-multibillion-dollar project
will go ahead if the state House and Senate approve a tax relief
package during a special legislative session. That’s all it needs,
he keeps telling Alaskans. Cut the property taxes and all the
parts will fit together and construction can start.

He talks as if building and paying for the most expensive oil
or gas project ever in the history of North America is as simple
as snapping together an Erector Set, Lincoln Logs or Lego model.

Dunleavy’s instructions booklet includes his salesman’s vi-
sion of the finished project, telling Alaska’s population center
around Anchorage and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough that
residents and businesses will enjoy affordable natural gas for
heat and electricity for decades to come.

If it were that easy, the pipeline would have been built half-
a-century ago when the first proposals were unveiled. There is
a lot more to do than just write off most of the property taxes —
such as realistic construction cost estimates and schedules; con-
tracted customers for the gas; and committed pledges of invest-
ment and financing totaling tens of billions of dollars.

It's hard to see how a couple billion dollars that the governor
believes is all the project can afford to pay in lieu of property
taxes over 30 years can make or break a venture that could take
in $300 billion in gross revenues over that same period.

Getting the gas project would be good for Alaska’s economy,
no question about it, but getting there takes homework. And
that’s where the governor skipped class.

It's not like the project came as a surprise to anyone who com-
pleted the assigned reading. The state has been looking at what
it could do to make the pipeline happen for a long time, most
recently during Dunleavy’s six years as a state senator and all
eight years of his two terms in the governor’s office.

What changed last year was that a private developer named
Glenfarne Group, out of New York City, stepped up to take over
management and 75% ownership of the venture from the state
agency that had been unsuccessful in its efforts the past decade.

And what changed over the winter was talk of needing to es-
cape the cost of full property taxes on the project.

But what didn’t change was the governor’s laid-back ap-
proach to work. He waited until the legislative session was half
over before he introduced the tax relief bill he had promised
months earlier. And even when he did turn in his work, it was
inadequate on facts, numbers, analysis and disclosure.

It was the kind of homework that a teacher would mark “in-
complete.” Which is what the Legislature did.

Now the governor wants lawmakers to work overtime to fin-
ish his assignment. And he figures to blame legislators if the gas
project does not go ahead.

Dunleavy would have a better chance at passing the class —
or passing a bill — if he would just admit he slept through the
lecture on gas pipeline economics and accepts the blame for a
late and incomplete paper.
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Sports

PHS Track and Field shlnes at 2026 Region V Champlonshlps

By AIDEN LUHR
Pilot writer

The Petersburg High School
Track and Field team qualified
17 athletes to the ASAA
Championships this upcoming
weekend after their recent
performance at the Region V
Championships - nine boys and
eight girls.

“We're still getting better,
which is the biggest thing, we
haven’t peaked yet,” head coach
Casey Gates said. “The kids are
still in a very positive-driven
mindset so I think we're in a
good spot to have a successful
weekend up at Anchorage.”

The Vikings had region
winners in the boys 4x200 relay,
girls 800, 1600 and 3200 and
girls high and triple jump.

Petersburg sophomore Arielle
Tucker completed the clean
sweep, winning the 800, 1600
and 3200.

Tucker ran 2:38.87 (PR) in the
800, 5:48.57 in the 1600 and
12:26.58 (PR) in the 3200. Last
season, Tucker finished sixth,
fourth and fourth in these events
respectively.

“I knew competition this year
was going to be different and
there were different girls in it,
new freshmen coming up and
seniors leaving so I tried to work
with that and I think I've
improved a little bit from last
year,” Tucker said.

Tucker is close to setting a
new PR in the 1600.

“My goal this year was to get
to where I was last year and
even if I'm around that, I'll be
pretty happy,” Tucker said.

During her races, Tucker paces
herself by intentionally staying

Baseball regionals

Continued from page 1
conference title.

“Our goal going in was to make sure we
forced [the Rams’] weaker bats to beat us and
really challenge they’re better bats and I feel
like we did a really good job both games,”

Engell said.

Game two was much more tight, both teams
were knotted at two after four innings. That’s
when Scotty Newman stepped up to the plate
with runners in scoring position. Newman
singled, scoring one run to give the Vikings a
3-2 edge that would ultimately win them the

game.

“Scotty’s been an RBI guy this year for us.
He’s done an incredible job of getting the ball
up the middle and to the right side. He gets up
and puts the ball in play. Camden [Johnson]
was on base and the ball was hit into the gap
and he was able to score,” Engell said.

In this game, the Vikings tallied five hits
and three runs to get them one step closer to a
conference title. The only team remaining was
the Delta Huskies. The Vikings needed to win
this game to make sure they had a one game

behind the pack and then
working her way up in the
ladder and passing everybody.

“I don’t like going out too fast
because I kind of get off my
pace, so I pace behind the girls
and I like to save my energy to
know that I can push at the
end,” Tucker said.

The boys 4x200 team,
consisting of Brayden Tucker,
Nolan Lutomski, Noah Pawuk
and Ben Kandoll, finished with
anew PR of 1:35.25.

“I think the 4x200 and 4x100
both have a really good chance
to podium for the boys and the
girls are competitive as well,
they’re right in the mix with
everything,” Gates said. “[The
relay teams] just have to go out
there and execute.”

The other individuals to win
at least one regional title were
sophomore Cadence Flint, who
was first in triple and high jump,
Emilia Anderson, who won
discus and Gabriele Whitacre,
who won shot put.

Flint jumped a season best of
29 feet and 10 inches in triple
jump.

“At the beginning of the
season, | kind of had a mental
block and I wasn’t able to jump
as far as I knew I could. Then
over the season, I've been getting
tips from coaches that have
helped me to go farther. I've
gained two feet this year, which
I'm still like three inches under
my PR but it’s better than what
I was at the beginning of the
year,” Flint said.

In high jump, Flint jumped 4
feet, 8 inches.

“I feel like I need to work on
being more explosive on my last
step in order to get up and over

Petersburg sophomore Arielle Tucker paces herself during the girls 3200 finals on Friday, May 22, 2026,
in Ketchikan. Tucker got the clean sweep, finishing first in the 800, 1600 and 3200 meter races.

the bar, instead of counting on
my curve to take me over the
bar,” Flint said.

Petersburg has a lot of strong
track athletes and some are
darkhorse contenders to have a
big impact at the state
championships.

“Tyson Reid, he qualified for
state in the high jump and I
think he’s got more in him,”
Gates said. “For girls - Emilia
Anderosn, she had a huge PR
in discus that was far greater

With one more game remaining and a
conference title clinched, the Vikings were

looking to end with a perfect conference record.
Similar things happened as the Vikings

seemed like they were going through the

motions, giving the Huskies confidence.

“We kept on giving them hope and letting

Engell said.

the fifth.

1

right now,

1a.m.

[the Huskies] get momentum every inning,”
It was a 10-6 game going to the bottom of

“Finally [Aiden Knudsen] said ‘Guys we
have to finish this game. Let’s get this done
Engell recalled.

The Vikings got their captain’s message and
put six runs on the board, to win 16-6.

Even before the games, the Vikings had to
face adversity with problems traveling as the
team had to fly to Seattle after a mechanical
issue, then catch a flight to Faibanks at around

The Vikings ended the regular season with
a 6-3 record, first winning record in program
history and a 6-0 conference record.

In their conference games, the Vikings scored

lead over the Rams who were 3-2 at this point.

With Aiden Knudsen getting the start and
their offensive rolling, the Vikings left no doubt
on who was the best team in the ACC,

dismantling the Huskies 21-4.

“We were up 12-0 going into the fifth inning
which would’'ve been a mercy rule - and we
started to kind of let up and weren't as aggressive
- then [the Huskies] came back and put runs

on the board in the fifth inning,” Engell said.

The Vikings locked in after that, putting

eight runs on the board to get to 21.

“We recognized the fact that we let off,”

Engell said.

93 runs and only allowed 15.

The team will be the #1 seed from the ACC
at state championships, from June 5-6th, in
Kenai.

“QOur goal is to go 1-0 next Friday and then
give ourselves a chance to go hopefully 1-0 on
Saturday,” said Engell.

A Season of First:

6 wins (most in program history)

Aurora Coastal Conference Champions (first
regional title)

#1 seed (first time in program history)

than what she was throwing
earlier this [season]. So if she
could tap into that again at state,
all of a sudden that puts her
into a different category.”

The 2026 ASAA State
Championships will be May 29
and 30th, in Anchorage.

“I hope that it’s a good meet
and I hope the kids do well so
they have a good taste in their
mouth after a really good
season,” said Gates.

State Qualified Vikings:
Boys:

Jakob Preisler (100 meters, 200
meters, 4x100)

Ben Kandoll (100 meters, 400
meters, 4x200)

Alex Holmgrain (4x100)

Gaje Ventress (3200 meters)
Noah Pawuk (110 hurdles, 300
hurdles, 4x100, 4x200)

Nolan Lutomski (110 hurdles,
4x200)

Brayden Tucker (4x100, 4x200)
Tyson Reid (High jump)
David Owens (Shot put)
Girls:

Freya Tucker (100 meters,
4x100, 4x400)

Arielle Tucker (800 meters,

1600 meters, 3200 meters)
Sophia Cotta (3200 meters)
Lexie Tow (100 hurdles, 300
hurdles, 4x100, High jump)
Cadence Flint (4x400, High
jump, Triple jump)
Gabriele Whitacre (4x100,
4x400, Shot put)

Emilia Anderson (Shot put,
Discus)

Maelle Boitor (4x100, 4x400)
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Forest Orchestra “Rocks
out” at Sandy Beach

By JAKE CLEMENS
Pilot writer

“How many of you have ever
played with sounds from out-
side? Like rocks and sticks,
pinecones, shells, water?” asked
Alexis C. Lamb, of a circled
crowd at Sandy Beach. A per-
cussionist, composer, and edu-
cator, Lamb came to Petersburg
as part of the Devil’'s Thumb
Chamber Music Festival. Not
only did she perform as a per-
cussionist and showcase her
work as a composer, but she
also wore her educator hat at
the festival. The crowd at Sandy
beach had gathered to be a part
of Lamb’s “Forest Orchestra”

and asked, “Did you bring your
piano out here?”

“No,” said the kids, laugh-
ing.

“Sometimes I think of whale
sounds,” said another kid.

Another shouted, “Ukulele!”

Lamb said, “I'm really inter-
ested in the sounds that exist
that are already outside, and
when we talk about the music
that I make as a composer, some-
times I write music for people
that play instruments, like the
piano—I haven’t written yet for
the ukulele, but there’s still time —
for voice, for percussion. I'm a
percussionist, but I also write for
a lot of sounds that are right out
here in our backyard... We are

Photo courtesy of Katie Holmlund

Percussionist, composer, and educator Alexis C. Lamb leads the For-
est Orchestra workshop at Sandy Beach Park on May 22.

workshop.

In addition to her professional
musical career as a percussionist
and composer, and education as
a Doctor of Musical Composition,
Lamb has been a high school
music teacher, and also taught
groups of all ages, from kinder-
garteners to 70-year-olds. The
group gathered around her at
Sandy Beach covered that entire
age range.

Lamb asked, “When you hear
the word music, what comes to
mind for you?”

“Singers,” said one kid.

“ Anything that makes noise,”
said another.

“What if I say anything that
makes sound? Because some-
times noise is like a negative
thing,” Lamb said.

“Birds.”

“Piano.”

Lamb praised the answers,

going to make sounds today,
only finding sounds that we can
find out here on the shoreline at
low tide.”

She instructed everyone to
find three items of different ma-
terials to make sound with,
“rocks, sticks, grasses, shells, et
cetera,” then set a timer for six
minutes and set everyone loose
on the tide flat.

Asked about the items she’d
gathered, one little girl said, “It's
some popweed, and some rock,
and a stick. Pop weed, pop weed,
pop pop pop weed.”

One boy found a stick about
ten feet long, causing some of
the adults present to be con-
cerned, but Lamb said, “If you
can bring it, you can play it.”

With everyone regrouped on
the sand, Lamb instructed,
“Everyone take their first instru-
ment and hold it up in the air. I
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want you to find three different
sounds on that one instrument.”

A medley of tapping and
scraping, grass deer calls, and
kids saying, “Hey, listen to this,”
ensued.

“Now take all three of your
instruments and make one similar
sound with all of them,” Lamb
said. Similar noises ensued, but
with slightly more thoughtful
expressions on the musicians’
faces.

“How many of you found a
sound where you were scraping
something?” asked Lamb. “Strik-
ing? Popping? Shaking, any shak-
ers? Any other kinds of sounds
that people were making?”

“Breaking!” said a boy.

“Blowing,” said another.

“Oh and yes, blowing, because
we have our wind instruments
here,” said Lamb, acknowledging
the grass deer calls.

“Now we're going to group
ourselves into our different in-
strument families... You've gone
on quite a journey already with
your music making: You found

Lamb introduced the
participants, young
and old, to the
experience of form-
ing sections of an
orchestra based on
the sounds they
could make, and
then led the ensem-
ble toward building
a groove and even
improvising.

your own instruments... You
made three different sounds on
one instrument, and one similar
sound across all three instru-
ments. In my world, that’s some-
thing that I like to call orchestra-
tion.”

“We've organized you into
families of instruments. Now
what we're going to do is have a
sectional.” Lamb instructed each
sound family to practice as a
unit, the goal to make two com-
positions: “One where it feels
very open-ended, maybe you're
just making a really nice sound,
maybe it's what you imagine the
sound of the landscape is, maybe
it's the wind whistling through
the trees...” Her instructions were
temporarily drowned out as the
jet took off overhead, but she
kept the show going, “...or waves

coming in and out, something
that’s really calming and peaceful.
And the second composition that
we're going to make is one that
has some groove to it. We're tak-
ing the sounds we found, and
we're kind of humanizing them.”

After a few minutes of sec-
tional practice, she asked the sec-
tions to share. “We're going to
start with the winds. What is the
sound that you've created for
the piece that reminds you of
the natural world?”

“Dying deer!” Yelled a young
boy.

The older boys preferred to
call the piece, “Deer distress call.”

Next was the seaweed-pop-
ping section, which Lamb de-
scribed as, “ Almost like footsteps
walking on the beach.”

One young man from the
striker team explained, “We're
trying to make a rainforest rain-
storm.”

“Wow very impressive,” said
Lamb, then she asked the strikers,
“I wonder if you can build it
up... there’s the rain storm, then

it stops all of a sudden.”

The scraper team emulated
bees buzzing.

Then Lamb conducted the
whole orchestra with hand mo-
tions, showing when the different
sections should start and stop,
and get loud or quiet.

“That was actually pretty
good!” said one young member
of the orchestra.

Lamb’s impression was, “I'm
hearing some nice shaker things,
the rain song, the bees, we've
got our really soft kind of com-
bination here between the pop-
pers and the shakers, we've got
our deer in distress because the
rainstorm is coming.”

Lamb asked the sections to
find a groove next, that fit into
four beats, and heard the variety
of rhythms put forth, before com-

Workshop par-
ticipants gath-
ered rocks,
sticks, shells,
and more at the
park to make
instruments for
the forest or-
chestra.

,
Photo courtesy of Katie Holmlund

posing the final piece in her head.

“We're going to create our lit-
tle rock song, then we're going
to go on our sound stroll... I
think we'll start with the shakers,
because they’re holding down
the beat with that four-beat quar-
ter note, if we're thinking about
it in musical terms, and then I'm
thinking we add in our poppers
and our scrapers at the same
time, kind of build that in, then
we'll join in with our scrapers,
then we’ll have a wind solo. If
you feel like you want to impro-
vise... feel free to add into the
groove as you so choose.”

After applauding the orches-
tra, Lamb explained the idea of
a sound stroll, the practice of
walking and paying particular
attention to sounds. “I enjoy do-
ing a sound stroll in the same
location,” explained Lamb, “Go-
ing back once a week or once a
month, to track how the sounds
change.

“l encourage folks to make
recordings to listen to later...
Natural sound effects can be re-

O
Photo courtesy of Katie Holmlund

ally grounding,” she said.

Wandering back down onto
the tide flat, the sound of small
skipping feet in the mud overlaid
the base hum of a de Havilland
Beaver floatplane, and the wildlife
deterrent alarm could be heard
from above the airport, blended
with the birdsong of a pine siskin.

Lamb said that trucks and
planes are part of our world, and
we have to accept them as part
of where we live.

She also reminded the partic-
ipants that “Laughter is wel-
come.” Her focus was to enable
innocent exploration and play
through sound, and she seemed
to have achieved that. More than
one member of the “Forest Or-
chestra” left Sandy Beach think-
ing more in sound, and less in
noise.
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State Rep. Rebecca Himschoot reflects on legislative session

By ORIN PIERSON
Pilot writer

“Petersburg is straight-up
beautiful,” said State Rep. Re-
becca Himschoot, pausing to ap-
preciate the labrador tea and
the muskeg wildflowers while
walking the Hungry Point trail
after a community potluck last
Saturday. After the close of the
34th session of the Alaska Leg-
islature, Himschoot visited Pe-
tersburg - part of House District
2, which she has represented
for the past two terms. On the
walk she reflected with the Pilot
on the legislative session - it’s
highs, lows, and painful vetoes.

Three major bills —
two vetoed

Himschoot identified three
significant pieces of legislation
she was proud to vote for this
session, though the first two
ended in disappointment.

The first was a pension
restoration bill, more than 20
years in the making. Since 2006,
Alaska public employees — in-
cluding teachers, police, munic-
ipal utility workers, and more
— have had no defined benefit
pension option. A bill to restore
it passed both chambers and
reached Gov. Mike Dunleavy’s
desk.

“That felt really good to be
part of that effort,” Himschoot
said. “The new pension is noth-
ing like the old one in terms of
how rich the benefits were, but
there’s enough there to make
Alaska competitive with other
states. The labor market is tight,
and right now, without some
kind of secure retirement, it's
really hard to recruit people or
ask Alaskans to stay.”

That good feeling didn’t last.
The governor vetoed the bill,
and the legislature was unable
to override the veto.

The bill will have to start
over from scratch in January.
Himschoot said she expects
strong momentum to try again,
and noted that an election-year
change in the governor’s office
could alter the outcome.

“I could even see a scenario
in which it's not as trimmed
back as the bill that passed,”
she said. “There’s room to enrich
it a little bit.”

The second major bill was an
elections measure, the product
of a decade of bipartisan work.
The legislation included several
provisions aimed at rural Alaska:
a ballot-curing process to address
minor technical problems, a bal-
lot tracking system, and a liaison
dedicated to ensuring that all
rural polling sites were open
and properly supplied. In the
last election, she noted, some
rural polling sites never opened.
The elections bill was also ve-
toed, and the legislature also
failed to override.

The third bill, an omnibus
crime package, passed on the
final day of the session and is
currently with the governor
awaiting action. Twelve separate
bills were consolidated into one.
The most significant provision,
Himschoot said, was an increase
in Alaska’s age of sexual consent
from 16 to 18, with exemptions

for close-in-age relationships.

“At the end of the day, with
the highest rate of sexual assault
and domestic violence in the
nation, this is one thing we can
do to help protect children,” she
said. The bill also criminalizes
Al-generated child sexual abuse
material and adds a tribal seat
to the state parole board, among
other provisions.

The gas line factor

The back-to-back vetoes of
the pension and elections bills
happened against the backdrop
of a failed push to advance a
major natural gas pipeline proj-
ect. Himschoot said the timing
of the vetoes and their connec-
tion to gas line negotiations was
hard to ignore.

“We had the opportunity to
both restore pensions to support
Alaska workers and make our
state more competitive and get
a gas line,” she said. “Those two
things were both on the table,
and it blew up.”

A special session with the
House and Senate Finance Com-
mittees called by the governor
is now underway, to hold hear-
ings and negotiate a compromise
on the gas pipeline tax legisla-
tion.

Petersburg-specific wins

Not all the news was grim.
Himschoot pointed to several
developments she sees as wins
for Petersburg and Southeast
Alaska.

Petersburg’s Tracy Welch has
been appointed to the Commer-
cial Fisheries Entry Commission,
the state body that manages
Alaska’s limited entry fishing
permit system.

“That to me is just a huge
victory,” Himschoot said. “She’s
so talented.”

A new seat has also come to
Southeast on the Board of Fish-
eries. Paul Cyr, a Ketchikan res-
ident working in mariculture,
was confirmed by the legislature.
Himschoot said having a South-
east voice on the body is mean-
ingful.

“It does feel like a real victory
to have somebody from South-
east back on the board,” she
said, noting the long service of
former Southeast member John
Jensen.

The state capital budget also
includes school major mainte-
nance funds that will benefit
two Petersburg projects, Him-
schoot said. And investments
in the state renewable energy
fund are expected to support
the Southeast Alaska Power
Agency.

Budget and dividends

The Permanent Fund Divi-
dend for this year will be $1,000,
plus a $200 energy relief check.
Himschoot acknowledged that
figure won't satisfy everyone
but said the budget made tar-
geted investments for vulnerable
Alaskans.

“In some ways we're putting
the money in more targeted
places for folks who have needs,”
she said.

Those targeted investments
include increased funding for
senior benefits and heating as-

sistance programs, as well as
expanded support for child ad-
vocacy centers.

The legislature also expanded
eligibility for the Infant Learning
Program, which provides early
intervention services for young
children with developmental de-
lays. Previously, a child had to
show a 50 percent developmen-
tal delay to qualify; the new
threshold is 25 percent.

Education

The state budget includes
$144 million in one-time educa-
tion funding — equivalent to
roughly $450 per student if it
were a permanent increase to
the Base Student Allocation,
Himschoot said. She noted the
difference matters: one-time
funding doesn’t give school dis-
tricts the long-range planning
certainty of a BSA increase, and
it’s contingent on oil prices hold-
ing.

The legislature also estab-
lished a formula for separately
reimbursing schools for energy
costs — heat and electricity —
rather than folding those costs
into per-pupil funding. This year
the reimbursement will cover
about 30 percent of districts” ac-
tual energy costs, with the intent
to reach 100 percent beginning
in 2028, subject to annual ap-
propriation.

Himschoot’s legislation

This session Himschoot spon-
sored five pieces of legislation,
including establishing an Inva-
sive Species Council to coordi-
nate between federal and state
agencies and nongovernmental
organizations working on inva-

sive species issues. The council
will produce a strategic plan ad-
dressing threats including north-
ern pike and European green
crab — an increasingly urgent
issue in Southeast Alaska.

Another Himschoot bill aligns
residency requirements for res-
ident hunting and fishing licens-
es with the requirements for a
Permanent Fund Dividend —
meaning anyone who wants to
hunt and fish as a state resident
must be present in Alaska for at
least six months of the year. The
effective date is 2028, giving
longtime residents time to ad-
just.

“If you are living out of state
for seven or eight months of the
year, you have access to a cost
of living that’s quite a bit lower
than what our local folks endure
all year,” Himschoot said. “I re-
ally want to keep those bag
limits for folks who need a full
freezer just to be able to make
the choice to stay in the state.”

Running again

Himschoot filed for re-elec-
tion the day before this conver-
sation, she said. The candidate
filing window closes June 1 at 5
p-m. “I'm hoping Petersburg
will stick with me,” she said.

Keeping You Warm When

the Seasons Call for It.

ASK ABOUT
NEW UPDATED
TOYOSTOVE MODELS

Installing Energy Star Rated HEAT PUMPS!
Upgrade Your Home Comfort Today!

KIVISTO REPAIR

HEATING SERVICES

(907)-650-0320

rkivistol 1@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1781, Petersburg, AK 99833

Quality care,
close to home

PMC: 907-772-4291

Clinic: 907-772-4299

unleash your adventure. discover your strength

PMC YOUTH PROGRAMS

SUMMER CAMP

Enrollment is open
Forest Kindy - Kinder Skog - MiT - ORCA Camps

Outdoor Summer Camp programs
designed for ages 4 through 18!
Scholarships & Financial Aid options available.

scan QR code below for PMC Youth Programs website




Three men

By CALEB MORROW
Pilot writer

Canadian men Neil
Warrington, Liam Gilchrist, and
Ryan Van Horne left Petersburg
on Friday, May 22 for an
expedition with the goal of
summiting Devil's Thumb. The
plan is to ski up the Baird Glacier,
then, if conditions allow, climb
Devil’s Thumb.

Their bags were packed with
three-weeks’ worth of supplies.
With the notorious weather of
the area, the climbers approach
the expedition with an open mind.

“The objective is to go climb
Devil’s Thumb, but really we're
just going for a walk in the
wilderness,” Warrington said.

The term ‘walk” understates
the expedition greatly. The
glaciers and peaks of the coast
range have been notorious for
bad weather. The peak of Devil's
Thumb sits at 9,077 feet.

When planning, the team
found that three weeks was the
maximum amount of supplies
they could carry on their backs.
The entire trek is planned to be
about 250 miles.

“There’s always a challenge,
like the glaciers are in different

Dockside
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set off with destination Devil’s T humb summit

conditions,” Warrington said.
“You might have a day where
you can do 10 miles and it’s
relatively easy, and the next day
you might do two because you're
stuck in an icefall.”

Before the journey, their red
sailboat, The Quintette, will travel
around the area. They will
dedicate three or four days to
assessing conditions, and making
decisions.

They brought a drone for
scouting what is referred to as
“Baird Lake” by locals. It is a
relatively new lake - in the last
15 years coming to be - caused
by recent warm temperatures.

“We have 21 days worth of
food on our backs... what
happens in that time is variable.
If we have more time we'll do a
longer traverse on the Stikine
Icefield. If we have less time, then
we’ll come down the glacier a
little sooner,” Warrington said.

Petersburg local Dieter Klose
is known to be the expert of the
Devil’s Thumb. He said he
estimates the number of people
to successfully climb the mountain
to be around 50. These three men
are looking to add their names
to that short list.

“[They’re] good climbers, from

CALEB MORROW / Petersburg Pilot

"The Quintette" gets loaded with supplies as Neil Warrington, Liam Gilchrist, and Ryan Van Horne prepare
for their three week outdoor journey the evening before departure. The sailboat is filled with food, gear,
and all they need for the following weeks.

what I know, tough guys,” Klose
said. “They’ve got what it takes.”

Both Klose and Zac Hoyt met
with the team before their trip.
Hoyt has climbed the Devil’s
Thumb many times, and was the
first to make a solo climb winter
ascent on the mountain. The two
were able to share their insight
with the team.

Petersburg Fishing Report

By JEFF RICE
Area Management Biologist

King Salmon: King salmon fishing began on
May 15 in the Wrangell Narrows/Blind Slough
Terminal Harvest Area (THA), where Alaska
hatchery-produced king salmon are returning. We
will have a creel technician on the docks starting
this weekend, asking anglers about their catch and
taking biological samples. I have heard of king
salmon being caught in the saltwater portion of
the THA. I have not heard of a king salmon being
caught in the freshwater portion (Blind Slough),
where we have a creel technician this summer, but
I have heard the trout fishing there is decent.
Harvest should increase over the next few weeks
throughout the THA, usually peaking around the
third week in June.

The first opportunity for wild king salmon will

occur on June 15 when District 6, District 10, and
portions of District 5, District 7, and District 9
open to king salmon retention.

District 8 and a portion of Eastern Passage near
Wrangell will remain closed to king salmon retention
until July 15.

Bag and possession limits for king salmon are
specific to the area being fished and residency. For
further information and maps, contact the ADF&G
office or visit our website.

Halibut: The sport fishery is open February 1 -
December 31.

Filleting halibut: No person shall possess on
board a vessel, including charter vessels and
pleasure craft used for fishing, halibut that have
been filleted, mutilated, or otherwise disfigured in
any manner, except that each halibut may be cut
into no more than 2 ventral pieces, 2 dorsal pieces,

Continued on page 10
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FREE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE COLLECTION

SATURDAY June 6th &
SUNDAY June 7th, 2026.

WHAT'S ELIGIBLE: Solvents, Qil,

1301 Reservoir Road.

WHO'S ELIGIBLE: All residential customers; limited to a combined 220 pounds per customer.
Please contact the Baler Facility at 772-3228 or Public Works at 772-4430 for more information.

Paint, Antifreeze, Cleaners, Poisons, Acids, Caustics, Furniture
Stripper, Herbicides, Pesticides, Printing and Photographic Chemicals, Batteries, Stain, all other
household hazardous wastes EXCEPT for the items listed below.

WHAT'S NOT ELIGIBLE: Explosives, Blasting Caps and Gun Powder. Reactives such as Sodium
Metal, Radioactive Waste and Asbestos Containing Material.

WHERE: Petersburg Borough Solid Waste Baling Facility,

WHEN: Saturday, June éth & Sunday, June 7th, 2026 from 9am —3pm.
SPONSORED BY: PETERSBURG BOROUGH in partnership with: Republic Services
Published: May 21, 28 and June 4, 2026

“I guess you could call it ski
mountaineering, but skiing in
and then climbing the Devil's
Thumb is a bit extreme for the
word,” Klose said.

Klose has seen many seasons
and different weather throughout
his experience with the mountain.

“This is probably one of the
best places in the U.S. to show
somebody a really bad time,”
Klose said.

As for the timing and weather
of this expedition, the men chose
well according to Klose.”It’s pretty
much an ideal time for what they
want to do,” he said.

The east side of the mountain
is the climb to the peak that the
team plans to take. This route
and the surrounding area are
remote and isolated.

“The odds are high they’ll be
all alone for their whole three
weeks, which is a wonderful thing
to experience in these mountains,”
Klose said.

After Devil’s Thumb, the men
- time and condition permitting
- plan to pack-raft down the
Stikine to Wrangell. They plan
to also use their pack rafts as
sleds for hauling gear on the
glacier.

World renowned climbers
Alex Honnold and Tommy
Caldwell recently starred in the
2024 documentary “The Devil's
Climb.” They successfully
climbed Devil’s Thumb,
something these men set out to
do without the camera crew.

“We're just going out there to
hang out in the Alaska wilderness
basically,” Warrington said.

S0, in the coming weeks, there
will be people adventuring in
the mountain range within view
of Petersburg.

“Think about these guys when
you look up at these mountains,”
Klose said. “They’re up there
trying something very dangerous
and difficult, and not for money.”

N

at Petersburg School District

BREAKFAST 1S AVAILABLE

K-5 AT 7:45am / 6-12 AT 8:50am

Monday, June 1
Breakfast
Chef’s Choice
Lunch
WG Sub Sandwich
Tuesday, June 2
Breakfast
Chef’s Choice
Lunch
WG Enchiladas
Wednesday, June 3
Breakfast
Chef’s Choice
Lunch
Field Day, Hot dogs
Thursday, June 4
Breakfast
Chef’s Choice
Lunch
WG Uncrustable

Don’t like Lunch Menu?
Try the Salad Bar
All Meals Served with Milk
Breakfast Served with
Fresh Fruit and Juice
*WG = Whole Grain

+ 772-4234 -

\ - 800-950-4265 J
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Public Notices

QUR
SERVIC
ROLL

Artifact Archive

Wartime “Service Rolls” or “Honor Rolls” were community-
created rosters that honored members who served in the
United States Armed Forces during World War II. Churches
and civic organizations created the rolls to keep track of
deployed sons, daughters, and neighbors. They served as a
focal point for community prayer and morale.

Often designed as large decorative posters or wooden
plaques, many featured a gold star for those who made the
ultimate sacrifice. Artifacts such as these document the heavy
impact of the war on small, tight-knit communities like
Petersburg, where a significant portion of the local population
enlisted or was drafted.

This Service Roll was displayed at the Petersburg Lutheran
Church. It measures 14 x 22 inches and is printed on heavyweight
cardstock. The design features patriotic motifs typical of the
World War II era, including the spread-winged eagle, stars
and draped flags. The names of sixty-nine young men are
listed, two designated with a gold star.

[ ] [ ]
Fishing Report
Continued from page 9
and 2 cheek pieces, with enough skin on each
piece to identify whether the piece is from the
light side or the dark side of the fish.

Halibut are federally managed. Regulations are
available through NOAA Fisheries Alaska
Region at (907) 586-7228.
https:/ /www.alaskafisheries noaa.gov/ fisheries/sp
ort-halibut

Lingcod: Alaskan residents are allowed a bag
limit of 1 per day, 2 in possession, and no size
limit. Nonresidents will be allowed a bag limit of 1
per day, 2 in possession, with a size limit of 30 - 35
inches or 55 inches and longer. For nonresidents,
there is an annual limit of 2 fish, 1 of which is 30 -
35 inches in length, and 1 that is 55 inches or
greater in length. A harvest record is required.
The Northern Southeast Area will be closed to
nonresidents for lingcod fishing from June 15 to
August 31. For further information and maps,
contact the ADF&G office or visit our website.

Rockfish: The retention of demersal shelf rockfish,
including yelloweye, quillback, tiger, China, canary,
copper, and rosethorn species, is open to Alaskan
residents with a bag limit of 1 per day, 2 in
possession, and no annual limit. Demersal shelf
rockfish, including yelloweye, quillback, tiger,
China, canary, copper, and rosethorn species, will
be open for nonresidents from July 1 through
August 25 with a bag limit of 1 per day, 1 in
possession, and an annual limit of 1 fish.
Immediately upon landing and retaining a demersal
shelf rockfish, a nonresident must enter the species,

date, and location on the back of their sport fishing
license or on a nontransferable harvest record.

Slope Rockfish are open to Alaskan residents
and nonresidents with a bag limit of 1 per day, 2
in possession, and no size limit. Pelagic Rockfish
are open to residents of Alaska and nonresidents
with a bag limit of 1 per day, 2 in possession, and
no size limit. A helpful species identification guide
has been published on the ADFG website.

A rockfish release device is now required to be
used whenever releasing rockfish, and a rockfish
release device must be onboard your vessel
whenever sport fishing in marine waters.

Dolly Varden and Trout: Dolly Varden and
cutthroat trout are available to catch this time of
year. Both will be seen in greater numbers each
week and can be caught from the shore, boat, or
dock.

Last weekend was the Lil Fisk kids’ fishing
derby sponsored by the Sons of Norway and the
Petersburg Chamber. Fish and Game was happy
to help again this year. Congratulations to all the
young anglers who participated.

Steelhead: The steelhead season is winding down.
Over the past two months, many anglers reported
catching steelhead in streams throughout the area.
Now these fish have spawned and are heading
back out. While there still may be a chance to catch
one before they are gone, we are at the tail end of
what was a good run.

If you are looking for places to fish, check out
the gofishak interactive map on our website.
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State of Alaska
Department of Natural Resources
Division of Forestry & Fire Protection
Southern Southeast Area Office

Preliminary Written Finding under AS 38.05.035(e) and AS 38.05.945

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Fire Protection (DOF), gives

Information and photos for this column are provided by the
Clausen Memorial Museum.

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

The Pilot extends its best wishes to the persons listed on
the Community Calendar.

Those celebrating birthdays this week are: May 29: Erik
Larson. May 30: Heidi Stolpe. May 31: Angie Trautman,
Donna Martinsen, Justin Peeler, Monica Boutte, Nathan
Peeler, Tom Willis June 1: Erick Jakobsen. June 2: Amy
Stanhope, Andi Lenz, Doris Burton, Garrett Goade, Grace
Weller. June 3: Jenna Duke, Keston Morehouse, Tonia
Abbot. June 4: Barbara Steltz, Scott Fredericksen.

If you'd like to be included on our list, please call 907-
772-9393.

Senior Meals

Monday, June 1
Ham Steak with Pineapple, Rice, Carrots,
Trail Mix, Fruit Salad
Tuesday, June 2
Baked Rockfish, Roasted Potatoes, Green Beans, Orange,
Cupcake
Wednesday, June 3
Beef Stroganoff, Noodles, Mixed
Vegetables, Apple, Brownie
Thursday, June 4
Chicken Fried Steak, Mashed Potatoes,
Gravy, Peas, Cookie
Friday, June 5
Chef Salad with Thousand Island
Dressing, Garlic Bread, Melon, Muffin

The community dining room is open to eligible diners (60+
and their spouses, or disabled individuals living in an assisted
living facility). Dinner is served at 5 p.m. All meals are
suggested donation only. Please call Mountain View Food
Service at 772-4331 before noon for reservations.

formal notice under AS 38.05.945 that the Division has made a preliminary Best Interest Finding decision
under AS 38.05.035(e) and proposes to adopt a site-specific Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) under AS
38.05.112 and the administrative standards of AS 41.17.060 regarding the sale of the following commercial
timber sale: Heceta Island Timber Sale (SSE-1357-K).

Before this sale may be held, the Commissioner will make a written final decision that the sale is in the
best interest of the State. This decision will set out the facts and applicable policies upon which the
Commissioner bases his determination that the proposed timber sale will or will not best serve the interest
of the State. The final decision is expected to be available to the public after June 15, 2026.

The draft Forest Land Use Plan is intended to provide the best available information regarding the
proposed timber harvest on 183 acres, and the management of other non-timber uses in compliance with
AS 38.05.112 and AS 41.17.060 and must be adopted by the DOF before the proposed activity can occur.
The Forest Land Use Plan is expected to be available to the public with or after the issuance of the final
best interest decision.

The timber sale area is centered on the Camp Cove area of Heceta Island. The timber sale area is found
within Sections 7, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, and 27 of Township (T) 70S South(S), Range (R) 78 East (E),
and Sections 12, 13,23 and 24 of T70S, R77E all referenced to the Copper River Meridian (CRM). The
sale area is found within the Craig C-5 USGS quadrangle. General access to the sale area is by the United
States Forest Service (USFS) 1445 Road which is connected to the log transfer facility at Port Alice and
the Camp Cove public dock, both of which are owned and maintained by the USFS.

Two harvest units total approximately 183 acres and contain approximately 6,500 MBF of timber. This
volume will be advertised and sold under provisions of AS 38.05.120, in the form of one or multiple sales.

The public is invited to comment on any aspect of the preliminary decision. Comments can be mailed
to the Alaska Division of Forestry & Fire Protection, 2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213, Ketchikan, Alaska
99901 or emailed to dnr.dof.sse@alaska.gov. Comments must be received by the Division of Forestry &
Fire Protection office no later than June 15,2026, in order to be considered in the final best interest finding
decision of whether or not this sale will be held in whole or in part or to be considered in the adopted
FLUP. To be eligible to appeal the final decision or the adopted FLUP, a person must have provided written
comment by June 15, 2026.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SUBMIT COMMENTS CONTACT:

Alaska Division of Forestry and Fire Protection
2417 Tongass Avenue, Suite 213
Ketchikan, AK 99901

Contact: Greg Staunton
Phone: (907) 225-3070
Email: dnr.dof.sse@alaska.gov

Copies of the preliminary decision are available for review at the Division of Forestry and Fire Protection
at the above address and at the Ketchikan, Craig, Petersburg and Wrangell and Edna Bay Public Libraries
and the State Online Public Notice System at: http://notice.alaska.gov/223819.

The State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Forestry and Fire Protection complies
with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. Individuals with disabilities who may need
auxiliary aids, services, or special modifications to participate in this review may contact the number above.

Published: May 21 and 28, 2026



JOBS

First Bank is looking for
a Customer Service Representa-
tive/Teller for the Petersburg Branch.
If'you like to work with customers,
enjoy problem solving, are depend-
able, and you are interested in the
position, stop by the branch and
let’s talk about it. Previous experi-
ence is not required. Application
can be found online at
www.FirstBankAK.com or at the
branch. We offer competitive
salaries, health insurance, paid hol-
idays, vacation, 401 (k) re-
tirement plans, employees stock
ownership plans and educational
opportunities.

................ tfn11-13b77

SPERL
RESIDENTIAL v.c.
General Contractor

Roofs,
Remodels
& additions
Schedule NOWV for
Fall & Winter

Call or text: 907-518-1604
donaldsperl@gmail.com

The Salty Pantry is looking for
enthusiastic full-time and part-time
people to join our team. Contact
Mindy at 907-518-0571 or stop in
the Salty Pantry at 14 Harbor Way.

................ tfn10-30b29
Join the PW Insurance Team!
We are hiring a customer service
representative with the opportunity

Blling Song,, its

907-978-6365

Musical Equipment & Lessons

Accepting used instruments

for consignment & purchase.
223 S. Nordic Dr.

Classifieds

FACILITY MAINTENANCE

JOB OPENING

(

A 4

SEAFOODS
Applicants to apply
online at silverbayseafoods.com
or call (907) 772-4294 for

more information.

ilver B
\1 ver Bay

Silver Bay Seafoods, Petersburg
P.O. Box 1147 - Petersburg, Alaska 99833
Telephone: 907-772-4294

to transition to an insurance pro-
ducer if desired. The ideal candidate
is enthusiastic, detail-oriented, and
willing to learn. We are looking
for someone with customer service
experience and strong communi-
cation skills. If you thrive in fast-
paced environments and enjoy
building relationships, this is the
job for you! Salary DOE, minimum
starting wage $24 per hour. Please
call 907-772-3858 or text 907-802-
5366 for more information or visit
WWW.p-wins.com/job-posting to
apply.

................. tfn5-15b84
Wanted: boat/crew to harvest out-
side southeast black cod.
907-738-1439

................... tfn5-1b9

ALASKA

FIBRE INC.

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy.

772-2173

.................. 2x5-28b14
Two mustang survival suits, or-
ange. Small (36-38) and medium
(38-42). Keep warm and dry on
your boating and outdoor trips.
$75ea. Anne 907-518-1912.

.................. 2x5-28b23

KEN’S PAINTING:
Interior/Exterior Painting &
Power Washing
at an affordable price

| 772-2010 or 7722028

WANTED
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KFSK is now hiring for

a Community Operations Liaison.

High school diploma/GED or higher required.
No prior radio experience needed.
On the job training offered.
Starting at $22.33 hourly or $46,456 annual, DOE.
More info at kfsk.org or
email generalmanager@Kkfsk.org.

NOW HIRING:

at Mountain View

ALASKA Manor

No experience? No problem!

Mountain View Manor is hiring caring, dependable
Resident Assistants for 40-hour permanent positions on
day and grave shifts and Assisted Living Cook.

Starting pay: $20.67 /hour
Grave shift differential: +$1.25/hour

Benefits include: Health insurance, Life insurance, Retirement

Applications are available on the Borough
website or at the Borough Office.
Visit www.petersburgak.gov and click
“Employment” to learn more and apply.
Call 907-772-5404 for more information.

Small dog plus grey white cat
need a new home together - owner
must relocate to Mountain View
Manor. Message 907-772-4443

................... 3x6-4p20

FOR SALE

Stressless power recliner. Dark
gray. Very Little use. $4000 new.
$3000. Call Anne 907-518-1912

Suicide Hotline: 800-273-8255

There are exciting career opportunities available at

PETERSBURG MEDICAL
CENTER

CoME JoIN OuR TEAM!

Petersburg Medical Center is accepting applications for:
« CLINIC RECEPTION AND ADMISSIONS

* Point of contact for patients/visitors
* Handles patient scheduling, flow and registration

* Starting wage $21.75 per hour dependent upon experience
* Full time, 40 hours per week

* BUSINESS OFFICE RECEPTIONIST

* Welcomes patients/visitors to PMC Business Office, explains

!
!
!
!
|
!
!
!
I
Alaska Marine Trucking has an opening for |
i insurances, patient balances, and policies
|
!
|
!
!
|
!
!
|
|

FULL TIME FREIGHT OPERATIONS

From dock to classroom to the driver’s seat!

Alaska Marine Trucking (a Lynden Company) is currently
looking for an enthusiastic and dedicated candidate to fill the
position of Freight Operations. This position is the initial step of
our Dock to Driver training program that will focus on you
obtaining your CDL class A license. All costs of the CDL training
and license will be paid for by Alaska Marine Trucking.

At Alaska Marine Trucking, we are looking for candidates
who want to learn from the ground up by working our docks
while getting the training needed to earn your CDL class A
license. Essential duties and responsibilities of the Freight
Operations position include receiving, loading and unloading
freight using forklifts or by hand, securing shipments within or
on equipment using banding, dunnage, lumber and/or chains.

* Starting wage $21.75 per hour, dependent upon experience
* Full time, 40 hours per week, M-F
SCAN CODE

to view position
descriptions & to
apply online
Additional career
opportunities
are listed at
pmcak.org

Benefits:
e Health Insurance ¢ Enrollment in State of AK PERS
e PTO (Vacation & Holidays) + Sick Leave

® Wellness Program, Community Gym Discount

PMC is Celebrating
National Speech, Language,
and Hearing Month
Or, if you currently have your CDL, we would love to talk

fo you about the opportunities at Alaska Marine Trucking.
We are looking for local drivers with your experience!

Hannah and Phil

What we offer:

+ Competitive pay

+ Excellent Medical, Dental, Vision benefits

+ Paid time off

* 401(k) program . Additional information on PMC, our mission / values and job opportunities is available at

Apply online at www.lynden.com or contact Service Center | www.pmcak.org. Questions contact Cindy at (907) 772-5719 or |
Manager Kurt Kivisto at (907)518-0969 with questions. . cnewman@pmc-health.org.

Choose from many FULL-TIME & PART-TIME, benefited positions
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Kéet Yaakw

Continued from page 12
the first time since Celebration
became an event.

Shaal’aanee Brandon Ware
is Petersburg’s skipper for the
journey.

“I advocated for the launch
out of Petersburg, and
everyone agreed,” Brandon
Ware said. “[The Tribal
Council] shared the vision we
had.”

Ware is a member of the
Tribal Council of Petersburg
Indian Association (PIA), the
federally recognized Native
American tribe of Tlingit
people  headquartered in
Petersburg.

A total of 11 paddlers set off
in PIA’s canoe on the journey -
paddlers are mostly from
Petersburg, with a few sitting
in from other Southeast
communities.

“I'm really proud of
everyone who put this
together,” Brandon Ware said.

The Kéet Yaakw left
Petersburg with three other
canoes that joined together at
South Harbor to be sent off.

These Tlingit and Haida
canoes arrived in Petersburg
Saturday - towed from Juneau
by a seiner. Their paddlers
arrived by boat and plane. The
fleet of tribal canoes chose to
launch from Petersburg in
honor of the inaugural launch
of Kéet Yaakw. A documentary
film crew is following the canoe

About Town

journey.

They head first to Kake,
where they will stop and meet
more canoes before continuing
on to Juneau. They expect to
arrive the day before the four-
day Celebration begins, June 3-
6.

Gooch tlda Victoria Moore is
a paddler in the canoe. Going
on the journey is meaningful
for Moore. Her son, Alex
Moore, will be by her side, who
has autism and type 1 diabetes.

Victoria Moore said that it’s
“such a joy to bring Alex
along.”

“Everybody, Brandon, the
whole crew, they have all been
so supportive,” Victoria Moore
said. “This community, ever
since we’ve moved here 10
years ago, has always been
inclusive about kids with
special needs.”

Moore cherishes the
opportunity that her son has.

“He’s so great when he’s
involved and able to do these
things; it just warms my heart,”
Victoria Moore said.

Victoria and Alex Moore
have fished commercially for
years and said they enjoy being
on the water. This journey
allows them time on the water
- in the Kéet Yaakw instead of
a fishing boat.

The Moores paddle in the
back of the canoe - directly in
front of skipper Ware. For
Victoria Moore, paddling is not

a new experience, but also not
a recent one.

“Last time I was at
Celebration was 2004, and that
was the last time I raced in a
canoe,” Victoria Moore said.
“The word epic keeps coming
to mind.”

The PIA restoring what had
once been a retired tradition,
members believe, is
representative of recent
cultural resurgence.

Brandon Ware’s father,
Lgeik’l Eesh Will Ware, is
House  Master for the
Freshwater Mark Sockeye
House of the T’akdeintaan
Clan.

“It’s yet another reminder of
our way of life. It's a part of the
cultural revitalization that’s
going on all over Southeast
Alaska; it’s also happening
right here,” Will Ware said.
“We recognize this as a part of
our way of life.”

The term “cultural
revitalization” the Wares
believe describes what is

currently occurring within the
area. Brandon Ware said that
they are “riding the wave” of
cultural revitalization.

For the tribe, the journey
represents much more than the
boat ride itself, and references
how past generations viewed
the journey.

“It is more than just mere
paddling,” Will Ware said. “It
is a journey into identifying

e
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who we are.”

Victoria Moore sees the
opportunity to share the
legacy.

“I feel it's my responsibility
to go and experience this, come
back and share it. Share the
stories. Share what our people
have done,” Victoria Moore
said.

Paddlers of the canoe have
an abundance of motivation to
get on the canoe. The tradition
represents doing the journey
for their ancestors. For paddler
Ch’aak Tlaa Nicole
Hallingstad, it is a close
ancestor that motivates her.

“Because of my
grandmother and her impact
on this community, I wanted to
do her the honor of being part
of this,” Nicole Hallingstad
said. “She was such an
incredible =~ Native  rights
warrior from the 1930s until
she died in 1973. She traveled
these waters to go to different
communities and fight for
equal rights.”

Her grandmother, Amy
Hallingstad, was an activist for
many social issues. She is an
icon for activism in the
Petersburg community. Last
year, the town named June 28
as Amy Hallingstad Day.

“The effort that our
ancestors went through to get
us where we are today, the
least I could do is basically be
in a canoe and travel those

same waters and try to honor
them,” Nicole Hallingstad said.

Petersburg’s canoe was
painted by X&joosa John Garcia
III, an artist out of Juneau. The
killer whale design pays
homage to all surrounding
tribes. It allows many groups
to feel represented.

“The orca is important to
every one of our clans, our
houses, and our society as a
whole. I think it's a really
graceful way to include that
acknowledgment,” Nicole
Hallingstad said.

The journey being brought
back after multiple generations
shows strength within the
current community of the PIA,
Petersburg, and the
surrounding tribes.

“It's kind of been on the
backs of the community.”
Brandon Ware said.

“There’s so much support
from the community. People
are so... just excited,” Nicole

Hallingstad said.
Sunday  morning, the
community  gathered to

celebrate and give the canoe a
send off. Group songs and
prayers were shared. As the
paddlers departed Petersburg,
they reignited a tradition for
the first time in over a century.
“Til we meet again folks” Will

Ware said as the canoe
ventured into the historic
waters.

Join GCI for a Community Q&A and Free Dinner

Community members are invited to join representatives

from GCI for a conversation about local network investments,
a planned wireless project and service improvements in Petersburg.
This is a chance to hear directly from the GCI team and ask questions.

Enjoy a free community dinner prepared by Elks Lodge #1615. Attendees will
also be entered into a giveaway drawing.

Elks Lodge

We look forward to seeing you there!

Thursday, June 4 + 5:30 p.m.






