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Sue Paulsen in character as Ruth Sandvik and Cathy Cronlund portraying Dolores Ramstead Lund perform a historical skit to the delight the audience at the Clausen Memorial
Museum Annual Holiday Open House. Sandvik applauds Ramstead Lund’s skiing prowess while reading the results of the downhill ski races published in original copies of Pe-
tersburg newspapers from the 1940s. ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot
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2024

= .42 YEAR IN REVIEW

by Sue Paulsen
(to the tune of Jingle Bells)

God Jul to Petersburg, school budget’s nice to see

We've sent a great big Christmas tree to Washington D. C.

With freight rates going up, food prices don’t seem fair

Take the new trail to City Creek, relax in the fresh air!
Oh, ten million for great sewage and a new school roof repair
One hundred years of First Bank and farewell to Papa Bear!

Dashing to the dock, with tariffs on the rise
Could A-l somehow work to raise the dismal salmon price?
Dunleavy vetoed funds, can ASMI now revive?
Let’s hope there’s some support in Project 2025!
A big welcome EC Phillips and we love that high priced crab!
Hope other species follow and consumers pay the tab.

Slashing at the budget, Vivek and Elon’s cuts o
Improve things for the billionaires but not so much for us
Don’t cut our jet plane subsidy, leave Medicare all right
Keep NOA and its weather reports and everything else we like
O Kennedy and Dr. Oz, Hegseth and Kash Patel
Tremendously unqualified .. we can only wish them well. ...

Dashing round the world, keep up with Taylor Swift
Ask Santa for some bitcoin when you send your Christmas list
Avoid the great big floods, and all those hurricanes
Don't take the Boeing window seat, count your blessings when it
rains.

Once a year we sing about the world that we can see

If any line offends you, we must say please PARDON ME!

Brightest Wishes 1ttei
8 to uo
Big Thanks

Ring in the New Year with

High-Speed Fiber Internet!
Call 907-772-3000

-

Alaska Power & Telephone Company | Employee-Owned | Community-Minded

at this magical
g time of year

There’s
S  No Place
8 w» Like Home
> for the
3 Holidays

Thanks for
trusting us with
your business!

PROPERTIES 422

e

p: 907.772.3300 | w: www.apalasia.com

WISHING YOU

Y-

AND A WONDERFUL NEW YEAR
Hope your holiday brings joy
and contentment to your heart and home.

<ERN qu
With Our <2 .. L/
& \\ . dv«\

Sincere Thanks,

|
N

o ON o
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Latlers To Satat

Dear Santa I was wishing
for Christmas to get...

1 1ol water balloon surprise
doll

2 Tiny pink backpack with
surprises for dolls

3 a pair of clogs

4 Bracelet set where you can
make bracelets with string

5 a tiny gray minnie mouse
backpack that fits people

6 graphic novel allergic

7 graphic novel Enola
holmes

8 black high tops

Thank you for making
Christmas a joy!

Love Madi to Santa

deear Santa

1 furby

2 boxes

3 American doll girl
4 holiday stickers
5 markers

6 watch

7aTV.

8 stuffies

9 socks

10 Paper

11 girl

12 Skates
13 Skate baoard
14 Phone
15 Papa
16 Nana
17 dog
18 cat
19 boy
Charlie Gudgel

Dear Santa,
1 furby
2 American doll girl
3 Stckers
4 Barbie dolls
5 markers
6 Stuffies
Love Natalie Gudgel

Dear Santa,
For Christmas I would

like.....

Happy
Haulidays

1 robux
2 barbie stuff
3 American doll girl
4 film for my camra
5 Christmas Stuffys
6 Christmas fidgits
7 coloring books
8 Art Supplies
-Brenda Gudgel

Hope the spirit

of the season

fills your days \,

with love,
light and
laughter!

Thanks
a ton for

choosing us.

Merry P
Christmas,

from

the Crew at -

Rock- N- Ro

Hi Santa it’s me ROSIE
LOHR I am so Happy for all
the kindness to all the children
for this Christmas I would
like:

Checker PJ Pants (Red &
Black)

Sol de jonaro

Touchland

glowrecipe

Bubble

Merry Christmas I hope
I've been good. I really enjoy
opening presents. Safe travels,

LOVE, ROSIE, Age 9

Dear Santa,

I'love all the gifts you give,
I hope you have a very jolly
Christmas Eve. If it’s not too
big of a gift, I'd like the
Ninjago Legacy Monastery
Lego Set.

Merry Christmas. Make
sure you stop by Lainey &
Henry’s house.

Love, Finny Bob, Age 7

Dear SANTA,

I've been a lot of good this
year and a little naughty. But

"

ad Constructlon

DASHA CONTAG / Petersburg Pilot

Owen Martin strides away satisfied that his important letter to Santa
has been delivered. A long line of his classmates queues up to do the

same.

hopefully I've been good
enough to make the list.

I would like a video game
with Mario bros., a headband
w/ bear ears and some
unicorn academy toys.

Thank you

Sophie Morin , Age 5

Dear Seta CLOS I wont a
Briyrenors anD A dollhous a
nite gon Fer my doll a game of
Ches a PuSoL a snow GLobe a
cendy cane And The FoLL Set
of. Brema Leeheg and A SLime.
And a Lamp. And. The FoLL
Set of hilda. From Robinia to
Senta CLos And a Per of ice
Sayse

Dear Santa.

I'love you. I would like you
to bring me a car. Orange
please and thank you.

Love, Odin Evens, Age 4

Dear Santa,

hoefully i am not asking
much but what i want for
christmas is a sketchbook with
a pencil set and some murder

drones murch, and demon
slayer posters and some led
lights for a room, new
blankets, some five night’s at
freddy’s plushies and squid
sister’s plushies and a splatoon
behind the sence book and
lastly, i want a mha poster.
from, Rosalie

Dear Santa,

My name is Natalie. I
would like all the pups from
Paw Patrol. Also Ryder from
Paw Patrol. I will help my
mom make cinnamon rolls for
you.

Love, Natalie, Age 4

Dear Santa,

How is my ef? How are
you? I want evree budiee to be
healthy and I want Lols. I wish
I can have a hug from you.
How is Roodof? Merry
Cristmas.

From, Amelia

Dear Santa,

How are your Reindeer and
how are you? Could I ples
have a fonel8 and a box of
tools and a big cor. I hope you
have a good Christmas?
Thanekioo

From, Owen

Dear Santa,

Merree crismis How are the
rane deer and Roodoff? Can I
Have rc car and a rc baot and
the geinet lego? Can I have a
intendoe Swich and a sled and
a one-hundred dolr bil and
two fifty dolr bil? Can I a thirty
dolr bil and a forty dolr bil?
twenty dolr bil thank you so
much thnk you for evreethink

From, Raymond

Dear Santa,

How are your reindeer?
How mony do you have? 1
would like a fone and nerf
gun. Happy christmas!

From, Isle

Dear Santa,
I would like a squish a

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
moles and necklach and a fone and Nintendo
Switct. Have a Merry chrstmas!

From, wren levouy

Dear Santa,

How are you dooing? How are your rane
deer? I am sorry that I have so many things one
thing I want for christmas is a mechanical hand
that has a kros bowe. And a Quilt with fifteen
arowes and a wooden reekrv bowe. And a nife
sharepunr. And a noow nife And the last thing
is a uletrit nrf gun hapee. halluday.

From, Oliver

Dear Santa,

How are you? I hope you hav a good
Christmas. Heere is my list I want sum Hides
For Christmas. Secinl I Would like a snake and
last a good Christmas with my famly.

Love, Fit

Dear Santa,

I hope have a osum christmas! I want a
American Girl Doll and a closet and levin shrch
and shoos and a woch and a fon bothapls. I luve
you!

From, Sandra

Dear Santa,

Merry christmas SAnta! squishmellows,
Slime, noo cloos, noo shoos, stuf tow tow cart
that is bloo Alarm clook bcus I never wakeup in
themorning I want LOLS. Thank you

Love, Lyra

Dear Santa,

How are you and your ranedeer? Can I pleez
hav a mouchoiserimand a rooof and stuf and a
foneb.

From, David

Dear Santa,
I want a PS NeXt I want a nerf gun I hoPe
you are well. Thank you!
From, Nolan

Dear Santa,

How is RubolPh the red nos rane deer? I
wont scar keeng and pink god silu minee kog
and Kong with rodotik hand.

From, Branson

Dear Santa,
My name is Keighin. For Christmas I wont a

noo pipe and a stanle I think I am helpfl.
From, Keighin

Dear Santa,
My name is Everly. For christ want egll nest
scrsmLo I the i bin cen the blshz.

Dear Santa,

My name is Izzy. For Christmas I want a
phone and a I pad. I think I should get one
because you are the best.

From, Izzy

Dear Santa,

My name is Elliott For Christmas I wont a
tooth and to see you. I think I shood git wun
because I lik you.

Dear Santa,

My name is Glenn. For Christmas I want 20
paks of Ling cubes and a book. So I can finish
my set from number bloks 1-100 cadalogs.

From, Glenn

Dear Santa,

My name is Isla. For Christmas I want a elf
on the shelf and a pink woch. I think I should
get one because I inklood people.

From, Isla

Dear Santa,

My name is LiLY for Christmas [ want a
Phone I think I should get it becase I have ben
nice and so I can see my loved enos.

From, LiLY

Dear Santa,

My nam is Rowdy. For Christmas I want a
phone cas and a red Stanling. I thenk I should
get one because I help pepl up.

From, Rowdy

Dear Santa,

My name is Ryland. for Christmas [ want a
phone and Frastomres. I think I should get one
becaese you are the best!

From, Ryland

Dear Santa,
My name is Courtney. For christmas [ want a
tablit and a phonene. I have bin good.
From, Courtney

Dear Santa,
How are your Randre deere dooing? I would

Continued on page 5

The Light of the World
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“If you reflect on

/ the essential teachings of
74 . .
o>y Jesus you will realize that they
' are the light of the world.
i Nobody can question their truth.
They are the very source of life

f
J
//
/

and the cause of happiness é”\
to the human race. |

\;‘

From the Bah&'i Sacred Writings

the Baha’i Faith £%

907-518-1984 or for more information go to: www.bahai.org

HAPPY HOLIDAYS ooy

From Qur Crew to You! ‘
-~
, = |
Thanks to all for your support in 2024 w2
and we at Breakaway Adventures ‘m
look forward to working with Ny A . Wy

you in the 2025 season.

BAgsg% : URgS

Call us for all your Adventure needs
in Wrangell 888.385.2488
www.BreakawayAdventures.com

> o

Me
Chns{rn}l]as
To All
And To All A
Good Flight.

Here’s our best wishes to you and yours,
for a happy, healthy and prosperous
Holiday Season.

aska
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In This Holy Season

May you and your family be blessed with the true
spirit of Christmas.
St Catherlne, S Cathohc Church Continued from page 4 Howare you canlplus have Santa can I pleese have a
like pouwr pone. Merry a merig? Thankyou! Inip globe? Merry christmas! How
Tuesday, Dec. 24th christmas! LtROSA NAa. are you doing Santa and how
i ?
e From, Dawsyn From, Eberly  are the rain deers? From. Kai
Wednesday, DCC. 2 5th l Dear Santa, Dear Santa, Dear Santa,
: é How are you and Rudolph Sata how are you dooing How is my ef? How are
, Christmas Day Mass - 10:00 AM ;  dooing? Ihop you give me and your reindeer? I want a you? I wanthevree budee to be
; good prens what I wt for phone 17 and SQuish-Melo healthy and I want Lols I wish
crismis is te monusteree and Merry-Christmas! I can have a gug from you.
All are welcome! the wilednis Thank you! From, Gianna ~ How is Roodof? Mery Chris
. : From, Finn tmas.
Services will be held at Dear Santa, From, Amelia
First Presbyterian Church, Dear Santa, Haw are Santa? For
: . How are your randers? Chrishlmas I want a electric Dear Santa,
206 Hdugcn i There is one they that [wantis  scooter and a squisha mallow I'just want to say Meirry
e a sinumrol fone Mare and how is roobof the red nose =~ Christmas to you! Rile want a
Oy Chistmas! rabere? Thank you! pex2 and I want the world
From, Tess Crump to Satu. From, Addie  bigist nrf gun and a rile big
Dear Santa, godsilu stufe. I want a RC cor
Dear Santa, fast and vide gams and I want

thos vide gams I fornite and I
want a good Merry christmas.

Customers Like You Lift D) » Thank you!
Our Spirits All Year Long! 3 BT e e

From, Jimmy

Dear Red Suit guy, I like
wakeing up to see christmas

Thanks for making 2024 I\ Al DA cal, (Lo llng presents under the christmas
so much fun for us. , tree. after I open all my Gifts I
We look forward to \Del ¢ , hounse Mt . play and put them away.

From, Evie. W Olivia. O’Neil
T, 2 & \ , (Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

taking care of you
in the New Year.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
& BEST WISHES!

- Dear Santa, I would like a
| AN X L Nintendo so I can Play 9am
t with my friends and my
| o L ial n family. I would have so much
. R fun and I always have wanted
OPEN: Monday - Friday: 7a - 4p one for christmas.
& weekends by : from/ Oskar
appointment ONLY (Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

NORDIC Eam@
AUTOMOTIVE SCAN %9’
(907) 772-2200 g
nordic.auto.psg@gmail.com ME @

Work Order Request Form

Dear Santa Clause

Thease are some things I
really want for christmas.
because I have been really
good. I really want sol de
janerio number 59 laneshie
candy cane flaver.
Squshamallows. Rare beauty
bulsh. Uggs. LuLuleamon
iPhone 16 promax. And

Continued on page 6

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

TUESDAY,
DECEMBER 24
e CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP AT 4P & 10pP
THURSDAY,
DECEMBER 26

< (0D BLESSALL LIVIVG CREATLRES ™" %
P ot CHRISTMASTIME 7

Our best wishes are with you
and yours as we celebrate
the Miracle of His birth.
May your spirits be lifted
by the beauty of the season,
just as ours have been by
the privilege of knowing good people
A like you. Happy Holidays
gh P and many thanks.

== City of
N | I%Jprean

e COMMUNITY MEAL AT 5:30PM

-

»~

——

* SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29
* HoLy COMMUNION AT 10 AM

.‘ e

ﬁéiersburg Lutheran Church

406 Excel Street, PO Box 709, PSG,AK 99833
* * petersburgpastors@gmail.com

T

- 8 A

CITY o
KUPREANOF

Maw
R N T T
e R an L )
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Continued from page S
TImillion Roboxe. A new Phone
case and xmas decor. Thank
you Santa Clause!!!
From Talaya Cabral
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, I Have Been
really good This year I want
skin care and some new crocs.
And a cozy Blanket. also a new
PJS and Sol De Janerio 42. also
uggs and a mini fridge. Merry

o

PS. if your Reindeer have to
go to the Bathroom Don't let
them.

From Helmi rersteeg
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, I want for
Christmas is one millon robux,
some barbies, an oculess, an
iphonel6, a puppy, a
candycane, all baby alive dolls,
a giant squish mollow, some
rollerskates, anelectricscooter,

“’ g’d-“

QT S

PVFD wishes everyone a safe,
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Li— el

Petersburg Medical Center would like to extend our
appreciation to our work family, patients,
and community members.
Thank you all for your kindness,
support and generosity.
Best wishes for a happy holiday season
and a healthy New Year.

Joy Janssen Clinic and Business Office
will be closed on Tuesday, December 24 at 12:30pm
through Wednesday, December 25
in observance of Christmas and will resume

regular hours on Thursday, December 26.
Emergency Services

will remain open.
-~

I gl
‘Il' i
L : i

PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER &

JOY JANSSEN CLINIC
Quality care, close to home 772-4291 « PMC Clinic 772-4299

Chrismas Continued on page 7

Lq

hit vqhrg .
Q')u"l)} EQFQQI (e
JJ q‘hm L\WMquy

A Jea

=t (L/-t\l\)\*’h\,h/‘\"
JAv "8 89
Eo 18 &L FAVF er'reriots,
oy

CHEERFUL WISHES

AT CHRISTMAS

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM YOUR LOCAL POWER PROVIDER!
IT HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO SERVE YOU!

HApPPY HOLIDAYS!
|

Karl, Kevin, Sam,

' . i E é . David, Augie, Casey,

PETERSBURG Erlsl’( Steve, Joe V,
ALASKA arah, Cheryl

MUNICIPAL POWER & LIGHT and Savann.
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Continued from page 6
an electric bike, a barbie
dollhouse.
From Kaelynn M.
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, I want ten
japanese snacks and a new TV.
Also I want a Plita dress with
lolita wrist straps. Thats all I
want for christmas thank you
(santa for reading this!

From Kylie sampa guita essjaura

Jasmine goodridge (Ms. Willams’
4th grade class)

Dear Santa I woulde like a
okulus, conputer, xbox, flip
phon, video games, 100$-50$,
giant Sqush mallow, cappy bara
with turtle back pack squshies
and Figets, punching bag, 5 blox
fruit boxes huge pet sim x pet, to
have super good luck on
christmas day and my most
churisht wish is to have a merry
christmas.

From Cooper Joseph Kandoll
(Ms. Willams” 4th grade class)

Dear Santa what i want for
christmas is to have the apple
vision pro which is a type of VR
and Another thing i want is to
have wild mane horse and lot of
toy a fidgets and also some
Aphmau meemeows. Which is a

youtuber merch indice
From Ily C.
(Ms. Willams’” 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, this christmas I
would like Sol de janerio Bubble
glow recipe Touchland checkerd
pj pants (Red & Black) Drunk
elaphant Laneige

Merry Christmas

From Rosie L
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, I just want one
ting. One 1. One ting one and
it'snot Big. Well.....................
....not very Big. Well. Pretty Big.
it is Dumroll Pls World Peace

From Trygue Nilsen
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa. I want slipers.
And a roab and lots of squishys,
Squishmallows, and L.E.D
lights. and figets! and a phone.
and slime crocs! Capybara stuff
and heart & and flower pillows.
And lots of Pink blankets and
mini Plants

p-s I want you to put some
stuff under the christmas tree in
my room!

World Peace PS There si
more stuff like a LOT

From Penny. G
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa I want A PIG!!! I
want more har stuff and scincar.
I all so waunt Sol De junaro, and
Bum Bum cream I want Robux
and I rilly rilly rilly want a VR
hed set so I can Play grila tage
with my cosen

From Bristol Mailanen
(Ms. Willams” 4th grade class)
Continued on page 8

A

2

MERRY KRISMOOSE
and VL

a Happy New
Year! 8%

yi
Petersburg
Moose Lodge #1092

Chief James Kerr,

Capt. Randal Holmgrain,

Sgt. Derek Thorsen, Sgt. Andrew Ayriss, Inv. Eric Wolf,
Officers: Jared Popp, Robert Waechter & Andrew Broschat.

Support Service Team: Meredith Evens, Patricia Titterington, David Segall,

Tristan Enriques & Chris Arellano

happiness and peace.

to serve you.

% Happy Holidays from SEARHC

Wishing you and your loved ones
Thank you for allowing us to care for this incredible community. It's an honor

Here's to a bright and hopeful 2025!

a joyful holiday season filled

with health,

Health. For All. & SEARHC
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Photo courtesy of Jolie Norman

First graders line up to mail their letters to Santa using the mail box at the Petersburg Pilot’s office.

Continued from page 7
Dear Santa all I want for christmas is a
punching bag and boxing gluvs.
From Soren E. (Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa, the main thing I would like for
christmass is a Oculus head set PLS. Oh and 5
BIG candy canes. And if you do, say hi to Mrs.
clause and comitt me Pls! Bye Bye!!

From, Noelle C. (Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa i want a bb gun and a atv and
robux and games and to have my dog and my
gramagreat adn nana back from heaven my dog
was born on christmas and an bukanyo and
deku figurines

From KALLen calhoun
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa i would like for christmas a 50$
robux card, 50$ robux card, 10$ robux card,
skull mask this is my christmas list

From Nathen Bertagnoil
(Ms. Willams’ 4th grade class)

Dear Santa,

I've been really good this year. I liked seeing
you at sandy beach Hope you are doing good. I
am excited for presents - thank you for the
popcorn maker. This year may I please have an
axolotl stuffy Its grey & at hammers

Love, TRYOVE

Dear Santa,

My name is Libby. For Christmas I want ticis
to Harepotr land and a phone. I think I should
get one because I Like Harepotr so much and a
phone I Love you are the best

From, Libby Thain

Dear Santa,

My name is Johanna. for Christmas I fas pant
book and a toi husce. I think I should get it
because I have been varee ruspect fo y family
and nice.

From, Johanna Mattingly

Dear Santa,

My name is Jon. For Christmas I want a
Godzilld toy. The a kingcudrou toy. I think I
should get one because I like my treechrs.

From, Jon Hammer

Dear Santa,

My name is Emily. For Christmas [ want a
Phone and stickeenotes. I think I should get one
because you are the best.

From, Emily Martin

Dear Santa,
My name is EveLyn Bateman. for Christmas I

wat a AOLL wach and sume heels. I thegnc that
I hav bin good.

Dear Santa,

My name is Charlie. For Christaimam I want
phones and tablets. You are the best prsin.

From, Charlie Gudgel

Dear Santa,

My name is Kaeson. for christmas I want a
PS5 and aPll Phone. I think I should get it
because I love you.

From, Kaeson Doril

Dear Santa,

My name is Talon Caulum. for christmas I
want a hterdosui che and xbox I thnk. I should
get one because I have been good this year.

From, Talon

Dear Santa,

My name is Thomas. For christmas I want a
phone and a ninjogo Lego Set. I think I should
get the presents because I wrckt hord on the
map test.

From, Thomas

Dear Santa,

My name is Victoria Ohmer I am 11 years
old. The nice things i have done this year

1.Gave denali kindness

2.been Loving to everyone!

3.Led the girls basketball team with
Kennedee.

For Christmas i would like

1.Vanity

2.skincare

3.UGGs

Thank you. With love, Victoria

Dear Santa,

My name is James Nilsen I am 10 years old.
The nice things i have done this year

1.hold the Door

2.get a present for my mom

3.do glass with my grandma

For Christmas i would like

1.NerF gun

2.Blow gun

3.a nintentdo switch

Thank you.

Dear Santa,

My name is Gabe Perry I am 11 years old.
The nice things i have done this year

1.I used my manners,

2.I cleaned up my yard,

3.1 helped my sister!

For Christmas i would like

1.the game boanl 96

Continued on page 9

SENDING
OUR BEST

AT THE
HOLIDAYS

May your holiday

deliver loads of good
cheer, good friends
and good fortune.
We know we feel fortunate to serve people like you!

Joe, Matt, Kirk, Alex, Tyrone, Sarah and Indigo

Help us to help you by marking your house and your
driveways visible from the road with your address,

so we can deliver your packages.

L T2350

ALASKA CENTRAL

FEDEX
- e

:
i

Frpagss
— s v —

ROCKY'S
M A RN ET

I th (Yar Gratitude
ALhe Foliday Jéason

eepest thanks to you, our friends and
neighbors, for all your support.
Casey, Holli, Cadence,
Devyn, Jenny, Lindsi,
Bjorn, Carson, Logan,
Stewart, Andrew
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“L8tters To Santa

Continued from page 8
2.a new PS4 controller
3.a VR head set
Thank you. With love,
Gabe Perry

Dear Santa,

My name is Audrey
EvaBoggs. I am 11 years old.
The nice things i have done this
year

1L.helped my sister clean her
room.

2.make a blanket for my
cuson.

3.haveing a good adittud
tord aduts in my life.

For Christmas i would like

1.Just danse 2025

2.organizers for my room

3.and snow for weeks!
Thank you. With love,
Audrey Eva Boggs

Dear Santa,

My name is Lucy I am 10
years old. The nice things i have
done this year

1.1 was kind,

2.Ihelped my dad,

3.I have Been good!

For Christmas i would like

1.Apple head phones

2.some robux

3.And a tech suit

Thank you. With love,

Lucy

Dear Santa,

My name is Brenda Gudgel |
am 10 years old. The nice things
i have done this year

Lhelped my sisters out,

2.helped my grandparents
out,

3.I've been kind to my
family!

For Christmas i would like

1.American girl doll

2.Robux

3.for my family to be happy

P ————— ——— -

Thank you to ALL our customers

for making this a fabulous first year.

IS

You can be naughty
if your hair looks good.

Gift Certificates Available

Closed January 7 - 28, 2025

223 N Nordic Dr, Petersburg, AK 99833
(907) 518-1490 Hours: Wed.- Sat. 1 0a-6p

and have fun!
Thank you. With love, Brenda

Dear Santa,

My name is Anna Ziegler I
am 11 years old. The nice things
i have done this year

1.Helped my mom clean the
House.

2.I helped my DaD with
things.

3. am watching Bennett’s
dog.

For Christmas i would like

1.a Phone

2.things for my sisters and
brothers.

3.and thing for my mom and
DaD!

Thank you.

Dear Santa,

My name is Lachlan Boitor I
am 10 years old. The nice things
i have done this year

1.Sang Christmas songs at
long term care

2.Good Sportsmanship

3.Helped make dinner

For Christmas i would like

1.Damian Lillard Jersey

2.Nerf gun

3.New Mini Hoop

Thank you. With love,
Lachlan

Dear Santa,

My name is Jackson Zweifel I
am 10 years old. The nice things
i have done this year

1.samg songs at teh Long
Term Care

2.1 had good sports manship

3.1 have ben nice to Lachlan

For Christmas i would like

1.Jordan Pool Jersey

2.12 and under tech suit

3.Jordan 1’s

Thank you.

Dear Santa,

e

Merry
Christmas!

-~

Hark! the Herald

The Twisted Antlers caroling ensemble sing on behalf of Petersburg Rotary Club to raise donations
for the Salvation Army outside of Hammer and Wikan Hardware. On numerous occasions throughout
the afternoon, passersby found themselves suddenly wearing an elf hat, holding a packet of songs,
and joyfully singing along with the group.

Angels Sing

OLA RICHARDS / Petersburg Pilo

My name is Linda Carnes! I
am 10 years old. The nice
things i have done this year

1.Helping people

2.Kind

3.making people happy

For Christmas i would like

1.All POPPY Playtime
plushes!

2. All Dandys World
plushes!

3.100,000,000,000,00 robux!

Thank you.

Dear Santa,

My name is Tymber I am 10
years old. The nice things i
have done this year

1.be sweet to my brother

2.be sweet to my family

3.be sweet to my friends

For Christmas i would like

1.VR Head Set

2.Pink Palm Puff hoody!

3.a Phone!

Thank you. With love,
Tymber

Dear Santa,

My name is
Aniyah.R.Aguirre I am 10 years
old. The nice things i have done
this year

Lhelped my dad when my
mom was in Mexico.

2.helped my MoM do the
Laundry.

3.helped my siter clean my
room.

for Christmas i would like

1.Slick Back brush

2.Pink Jordan’t 1s size 2 %2

3.200z. Stanley

Thank you.

Dear Santa,

My name is Denali. I am 11
years old. The nice things I have
done this year is, Helped my
dad with fire wood, Went
christmas caroling with my
class at long term care. And
Organized my teacher’s paints.
And I've been helping my mom
with wrapping christmas
presents.

With love, Denali Littleton

Dear Santa
I want a watch gramin
watch christmas thank you
and kettle ipad. a Game Boy.
From Kayden

Dear Santa, I already have
everything I want. Thank you
fo spreading christmas spirit!

From Amaiya

Dear Santa,

I want I the best chistmas
ever. I want my faimily to be
kind to each other.

(Please and thank you)

From Abigail Martin

Dear Santan

I want are snow machine
and I want my vr buck and
91000,00 shiny rocks in grt

(unsigned)

Dear Mr. Santa,

Mr. Santa I know I will be
gone for chrismas. I leave on
the 23 Pless text my mom what
I'want so here is my list. first I

Continued on page 10

cefingy

WISHING ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND
A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

THANK YOU FOR LETTING US

SERVE YOU!

We will be closed Wednesday, December 25th

Member

FirstBankAK.com

i3k
R

]
=

in observance of Christmas Day

< FIRST BANK

The one who's here.
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L8ttars To Santel

Continued from page 9
want a [ Phone 16 Pro max and
I want Sol de Janeiro, Drunk
Elephant, glow recipe and
MONEY!! Pless pless.

From future tarquino

you to know that you dont
have to give me enythang this
year Exsepp For - my Perints
to Be Happy and my sister
Nevaen to Not Be mean and
Eden to Not Jurt me and that
she still wants to Play with me.
Now iF you get me presents
Here is the List Polaroed
camera. dolls. World Peace.
Whach. Phone. Tablet. and PS
Put Flynn on the Natey List

I Hope Eden adn I get along
Now or Later!

From AvaLynn Bailey

Dear Santa

Santa please give me one
Billion dollars Please I have
one penny so I need it please.
and I have Been Very good
Kindof please, please, please,
please, please, please, please,
please.

From Thea holmlund

Dear Nick

I want money. [ want
Maigic. I want Every gaming

Dear Santa I don’t know iF
you will see thiss But I want

Wishing
you a Very
Merry Christmads

La B
e’ Happy New \‘g

Year

from Sunrise Aviation: Mike & Joe %
@y

* \HAPPYz
HOLIDAYS

... and THANK YOU to
our volunteers, members,
donors, fosters and adopters.

PETERSBURG HUMANE

ASSOCIATION

P: 907-518-1091 Web: petersburghumane.org
PO Box 1417, Petersburg, Ak 99833

consult. I want my friend
numbers. I want Gams in
brawlstars
From Tryguve
ps, please

Dear Santa
I would like a alarm cloak
and a ilixa intendo switch and
a
From hayden

Christmas List
Dear Santa, I want:
1.Polar Bear
2.Sponge BoB season
3.stocking stuffers
4 some surprises
From: Jayden T.

Dear Santa Claus

This year I want a mansion,
Touchland, a pony lululemon
cloths guy cotton cargo pants
and this one I really want
drum roll please a Life i need a
life really bad.

From Kennedee

Dear Santa can I have a trip
to Hawii so I can see my mom
and gold julwory and nikes
along with nike swet pants.

From Addison Flores

Dear Santa

For christmas i want my
family to never have a bad day
and for them to remember if
they do have a bad day im
right there with them. And i
also want Guy cotten cargo
pant’s, Ugg’s, and to be an
awsome person. LOVE You
Santa

From Elizabeth Sanchez

Dear Santa i want my
nintendo switch light to be fix
or a New nintendo switch
light. and v-bucks and New
controller.

From Nicholas

Dear Santa, For Cristmas I
want makeup brushes, Clear
lipGloss, Squishmallows,
earings studs, Fluffy Slime,
Cloud Slime Putty, eyeshadow,
lipstick, Navy blues Sweater,
Computer, iPhone, ipad,
puppies, a second K1 Pro,
Foundation, Cookeez makery,
blush, $10"0000

From Johnnie Hess

Continued on page 11

312 N Nordic Dr.

Tongass

Petersburg

Wishing you a safe, merry, bright
holiday season from your
Petersburq Tongass Team!

Federal Credit Union

TongassFCU.com

Merry Christmas

‘T)FLG,HE you to

the community

or Yyour support,
fW@ %00 éfOT}:;/ZTO{

to
the next
tax season
togetﬁer that’s
m’gﬁt around
the corner.

A P H RO D ' T E 907-772-2332

BOOKEEPING & ACCOUNTING www.aphroditetax.com

Holiday from
Coastal Cold Storage!

Coastal Bear (old Papa Bears)
will be opening

January 3rd, 2025

The menu will remain the same!
We will be selling frozen fish out of
our new location.

New updated menu with
CCS bests are coming!

The holiday season
fast approaches

As we gather with

family and friends,

may we take a moment to
reflect on the blessings of
another year.

Thank you to our loyal
customers for

the opportunity to continue
serving Petersburg.

Merry Christmas &

a Happy New Year
Jrom

the Arrowhead I.P Gas Crew
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LBtters To St

Continued from page 10

Dear, Santa This christmas I
would like: the pound puppies
stuffed animal, scruff-a-luv,
bubble skin care, white
chocolate, smokey bear stuff,
earrings, Simone biles Poster,
American girl doll Lila,
Fashion Angels sub Box, IPSY
Box Dark red Stanley, Makeup,
Gymnastics bar, liquid chalk,
Litfun women’s Fuzzy
memory Foam slippers Fluffy
winter House shoes. Indoor
and outdoor Pink, Aemicon
strawberry Blanket hoodie
oversized wearable Blanket
sherpa hooded Blanket warm
cozy sweatshirt Blanket gifts
for women Girls Adult,
Personalized soft otter stuffed
animal with name
companionship Gift for a
family friend, oliver the otter
oliver the stuffed otter care
Package, LOL surprise omg
Fashion show style Edition
Missy Frost, Abel the
sagittarius Squishmallow, hei
hei stuffy, cora the mermaid
horse and the fire element
horse on Breyer, Special

. ot
Py new®

Christmas Hours:

We will be closed on
Mon., Dec. 23 - Wed., Dec. 25
Re-open Thur., Dec. 24
Closed again:

Mon., Dec 30 - Mon., Jan. é
Re-open Tue., Jan 7

Tuesday - Saturday
6:30am - 2:00pm
14 Harbor Way
772-2665

hairstuff, ombrered and Black
sweatshirt, Twenty and sixty
personalized Heart locket!
Thanks

From: Lauren Kluane Helms

Dear Santa Claus

I Want a pink IPhone 15 Pro
max, Airpods, Sol de Jenrio,
white fox. Hoodie, Stanley,
glow recipe, bubble, byoma,
North Face backpack,
Lululemon belt bag, Nike
vision ulta’s, Nike Pro Shorts,
Ugg’s, Sephora Products, ulta
products, Lanige, apple watch,
apple Ipad

From Ella

Dear Santa This year for
christmas I want a digital
camera gold Jewery zara jeans
nike sweat pants black nike
clunks airpods black north face
backpack laneige Lip glowy
balm new phone case (Iphone
SE) tight under shirt for
basketball So de jenero Tangle
teaser my own room and to not
take Kiki away

From Jaycee

Dear Santa

Hi This year for Christmas I
want a Pink pony, A Baby
Alive, Manstion, Blue pony, A
Green rubber band, A Potato,
A shift computer key. Thanks!
Call me Bye PSS. I want Kiki

From Libby

Dear santa

I would like a first adishon
bas set too charsard or a
fishing magnet bc they can not
ship it down here and a ton of
fishing lurs or a coin from the
1800 hundrethes

From Jaydon

Dear sarta i want more
demon slayer lego mini figures
and some lego sets

From Bryson

Dear: Santa i would like my
mom and dad to spend more
time with me and my brother
because they have been doing
a lot of work at there jobs it
dosen’t have to be in christmas
but i would like it

From: Lalelei M

Dear Santa

For Christmas I whould like
a markers and a lol Doll a
basketball a paer of socks and

Many thanks and happiest wishes
to all of our valued customers

and friends!

A

BRANDEN FLETCHER

Ph: (907) 650-7615
E: Apexrefer@gmail.com
PO Box 162
Petersburg, AK 9983

Spreading
joy all
through
town

Petersburg’s Girl
Scout Troop 4063
made the caroling

rounds through
downtown shops
last week.

OLA RICHARDS
Petersburg Pilot

a magic tree house book a
snow globe a nek lice a nail
Polish avanie a nede araser a
new macrres

From Aubrianna

Dear santa I wish I can get a
ps5 and a bigger tv so I can see
a lot better when im playing
games and get 1 million dallars

From Bruden

Dear Santa

For cristmas i want a Wii U,
that might not be possible but
if you please get one of these i
will still be happy so i want a
$20 xbox gift card, Wii U lego
set/s, people to be nice to
outher people, ipad 6, gaming
stuff, and food

From Riley sheldon

Dear Mom, I want a pc and
a monitor, I also want a custom
PS4 controller with mouse
triggers and back paddles. And
some lego sets and the legend
oF Zelda echoes of wisdom.
and gamecube

Dear Santa you better get
me what I want like, earrings,
cargo pants, kittens, a third
iphone, ipad computer, puppy,
head phones, slime, cloud slie,
puddy, a house, airplane,
$10,0000, cookie maker, and
the last think I want is johnnie
to be my twin

From Izabella

Dear Santa

This Christmas what I want
is a computer that I can play
Let’s Find Larry and That’s
Not My Neighbor cargo pants,
Carrot a house I can live in
with the wife and kids infinity
money and for me to not ever
get any migranes ever

From Ceciiii!

Dear Santa,

I would like a thing of
Pellets for my BB Gun. and 1
promise I have been very good
all year long

Brenton Newman

Dear Santa,

I would like perler beads,
stencils, parchment paper and
it would be awesome if you
got these for me.

Bristol Newman

Dear Santa
I want a Supersonic stuffy.
Mason Newman

Dear Santa,

My name is Leonah I am 11
years old. The nice things i
have done this year

1.helped Bryson with
making a decision

2. am nice to others

3.be a good friend at
school!

For Christmas i would like

1.blaikyun stickers!

2.cow pillow

3.Hunter x-hunter PJ’s

Thank you. With love,

Leonah franny

Dear North Pole:

I would like Sponge bob
Kyrie Shoes. Because I like
Sponge bob and the shoes.
Melo jersey I like the
Basketball Payer. benice to my
teacher and my family. I like
color blue and orange
sincerely carter.

curry Brand Kib’s curry
Flow11Dub....Mojo Black
Golden State Warriors 19”
Personalized Premium
Wheeled BackPack PowerA
wired controller for Nintendo
Switch.

Sincerely, carter

Dear Santa,

My name is Donnie I am 10
years old. The nice things i
have done this year

1.worded hard in school.

2.LisTen to my Teacher.

3.1 helP at The lodge.

For Christmas i would like

1.Meta Quest 3.

2. am cat on Meta Quest 3.

3.wii.

Thank you. With love,
Donnie

Dear Santa,

For christmas I would like
an RC car, wheelies and a mini
house Kit. I hope all of your
reindeer are well. I'm 9 years
old.

Love, Tula

Ho Ho Ho Santa,

Can your reinder swim? I
think I am on the nice List I
am not so sure about my
sister. I hope you like our
cookeis. For Christmas. I

would like a Hary Pottr Lego
set and a bitzee toy. How do
you get around the world in
one night?

From Vance

OH OH OH Santa

My name is Flora and I am
5 years old. What do you do in
the summertime? I think I'm
on the nice list but I'm not
sure if my brother Vance is?

I would like a Elasa and
Anna toy. Do the reindeer get
hot in the summer time? I love
you Rudolph.

Merry Christmas Santa

Love Flora Smith

Dear Santa

I've been a good boy & I
am really working hard in
school.

Red black basktbaall

Monster truck

KliePlush

From Leeland

For Christmas I would like,

A new SE phone case & a
new popsicle for your phones,
a waterproof apple watch,
friendship bracelets that
when you tap em they buzz to
the other person wearing it!
Some crocks too with crock
charms, stanly accsesserises &
a custom blanket that says *
Noelle is the best!” on it, a
drone, a geod rock with
crystals in it, a custom
waterbottle that says “This is
Noelles, so dont touch it
unless your Noelle” & a
Oculus headset, squishy
gatorade water bottle that my
friends have, robox gitr card,
cookies in a bag, LOTS OF
CHOCLOTE!

And Bye!
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Petersburg Pilot Staff: (Back row, left to right):
Lizzie Thompson, Aiden Luhr, Orin Pierson, Dasha Contag
(Front row, left to right): Ola Richards, Liam Demko, Chris Reyes, and Joelle Reyes

Happy Holidays!

Y/

Delivering our very best wishes
for a holiday season that’s full
of good news!

To all of our readers and
advertisers, thanks a million
for your support.

).

efersbur

PETERSBURG, ALASKA

4

207 N Nordic Dr. « P.O. Box 930 * Phone 772-9393
+ Email: pilotpub@gmail.com
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Julebukking

In the days leading up to
Christmas, the residents of Pe-
tersburg, Alaska affirm the
town’s nickname, “Little Nor-
way,” by keeping alive a cen-
turies-old Scandinavian holiday

in Petersburg

tradition known as Jule-
bukking.

Julebukking’s roots stretch
deep into Norse history, predat-
ing Christianity. The tradition’s
name derives from the Norwe-

gian “julebukk,” meaning “Yule
goat,” a symbol connected to
the Norse god Thor, whose
chariot was pulled by two
goats. In ancient times, young
men would dress in goatskins

Dozens gather for a
taste of the holiday
goodness at the Sons
of Norway Hall on
Sunday, Dec. 22.

Eight month old Leo Rivka Fine-Walsh joins in the merrymaking as the Vikings and Valkyries of
Petersburg host Julebukking on Saturday, Dec. 21.

Photo courtesy of Thomas Fine-Walsh

OLA RICHARDS / Petersburg Pilot

Julebukking
fun

Longtime Pilot helper Joelle
Reyes
Richards enjoy some of the
cheer at the Petersburg Pilot’s
Julebukking on Saturday.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

and friend Brian

and go door-to-door, perform-
ing pranks and demanding
food and drink - a practice that
some scholars believe may have
connections to Thor’s legends.

As  Christianity  spread
through Scandinavia, the tradi-
tion evolved. The wild revelry
of ancient times transformed
into a more community-ori-
ented celebration, though it re-
tained its playful spirit. In
Norway, Julebukking became a
Christmas season tradition
where people would dress in
costumes, wear masks, and go
house to house, singing songs
and receiving treats.

In Petersburg, near Christ-
mas but especially concentrated
on Christmas Eve, many local
businesses and organizations
open their doors and welcome
community members and visi-
tors with each establishment of-
fering its own unique spread of
food and drink.

Retails spaces serve as cozy
gathering spots, like on Satur-
day when the front office of the
Petersburg Pilot dished out a
few hundred cups of Barszcz —
or borscht, Polish beet soup —

courtesy of the Pilot’s press op-
erator Aleksandra Richards
who grew up in Poland near the
border of Ukraine. Richards
noted that this year’s Barszcz
used every available beet on the
island was influenced by
Ukrainian recipes.

The Petersburg Vikings and
Valkyries donned their leather
and furs on Saturday and lav-
ished libation and cheer on
everybody passing near their
bus parked close to the Harbor
Bar.

On Sunday, traditional Pe-
tersburg Norske treats like lefse,
krumkake, sandbakkel sugar
cookies, almond puff, meatballs
and more populated the
tremendous potluck spread at
the Sons of Norway Hall.

And the early hosts were just
the beginning. Through late af-
ternoon on Christmas Eve an-
other = dozen  downtown
julebukking venues will cele-
brate their past year and their
appreciation for the commu-
nity’s support in year to come
by sharing their food and drink
and cheer.

Skol!

WISHING EVERYONE IN PETERSBURG
A WONDERFULHOLIDAY
AND A HEARTFELT
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR SUPPORT
& BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR!

Carey Carmichael Case

G A _‘;'Q?Mwud Iris Photography

gy

r

o \

Delivering Truckloads

of Cheer

...to you and your loved ones at this
special time of year!

Wishing a bright and Merry Christmas to all.

B

REIUBROTHERS

CONSTROUCTION

Siace 1945

—
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Christmas Commentary
Hope in the Light of Christ

As we celebrate Christmas, let us remember hope keep you going in the coming year.

the beautiful message of hope that came into the Merry Christmas, and may God bless you
world on that holy night in Bethlehem. The birth  more than you can ever imagine!

of Jesus, our Savior, shows us how much God Father Jose Thomas
loves us and wants to bring us into His light. Saint Catherine of Siena Church

In a world that can be tough, scary, and
painful, the message of Christmas is like a
beacon of hope. It tells us about new beginnings,
making things right, and the promise of peace.
The Child in the Manger shows us that God’s
plan for redemption unfolds with power and
beauty even in the humblest circumstances.

Hope isn’t just about dreaming; it’s about
trusting in God’s faithfulness. Just like the angel
told the shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for behold,
I proclaim to you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). This joy
and hope are for all of us, no matter where we
are or what we are going through.

This Christmas, let us open our hearts to
Christ and let His light change our lives. Let us
share this hope by being loving and caring to
others. A kind word, a generous act, or
a moment of forgiveness can bring
Christ’s hope to someone
who needs it among us.

May the joy of the
Christ Child fill your 3
hearts and homes this
Christmas, and may His

“thanks to you,
_ our friends
3 _’and neighbors.

MATTINGLY

ELECTRIC LLC.

+ LICENSED + BONDED * INSURED

! 907-772-4455

Txslal Wondwful
With Custorners dike

Thanks for making our year so enjoyable with
your visits.
We owe our success to the support of great
friends and customers like all of you'!

Thank you for your business this year.

v 3(0“'\6“'\ ,QY\
,J»WM Y_w \"jf S}%

' Mé:f g

M S / Seasons come and go, but our best wishes remain

with you today and always.
Pever Wﬁ\t Thanks for your generous support and faith in us.
J w ‘QU-Q& We appreciate you, and we wish you a wonderful holiday.
MA LA

. st Wishes from
Serving Petersburqg for over 50 Years Best Wishes, ,
9 g Lynne, Becky, Tom, Stacy, Jenni and Yu-Yun

Rexall Dru 'g VINE $8 DAHLEN

“We treat your family as we treat our own.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

425-771-6055

On Main Street 772-3265
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appy Holidays from

Muddy Water Adventures!
Call'or text'us for reliable watér taxi'services
and quided tours:

R —

ateradvenre

- ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Captain KV Saengthasy shares tunes on his uke while collecting donations for the Salvation Army at
Hammer and Wikan Grocery Store in the days leading up to Christmas.

i an<-3| many thanks to all of our valued customers. Christmas Commentary ' ‘

We appreciate your incredible support.

« Sightseeing  * Hunting Greetings,
1 PETERSBURG - Freight « Fishing Christmas everywhere on Earth, even in Little Norway, we
. A ) FLYING SERVICE, LLC « USFS Cabins choose to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ of
907-518-1957 + 907-723-1053 Nazareth. It’s not about a decorated home, presents under the
tree, toys or the new PlayStation or Xbox. We celebrate God’s plan N [ W o T [ A B

of redemption for a sinful world, His Love for us and the birth of
His one and only Son. %—\

Also, thank you for your purchases of the Give Food Bag of Joy )
at Hammer and Wikan Grocery, donations at the bell ringing and ...and thanks for putting
for the new toys and gifts for the Christmas Angel Trees at the the happy in our Yecr
three banks. And we appreciate the churches and businesses that Than\lf(vs”poyroYL:)ruvrISSIEbpori
donated turkeys and food boxes.

Your support and love for your neighbors brightened up their o
holidays, S ﬁv,

Captain KV Saengthasy, Corps Officer

The Salvation Army k ST R ‘

\’. A .*ﬂ | . | X
Seasor's Greefings” "~ | = &sze*

Happy Holidays Petersburg!

Once again, this past year Kinder Skog has LOAD

grown and flourished thanks to the support OF THANKS
from our incredible community. ) )
Thank you all for showing our Skoggies kindness, "'Am:ﬂ? gl‘llf glﬁslt’gf;;‘:‘hes to Me 'y
encouraging adventure Merry Christmas. & Y
and celebrating our successes. Happy New Year from C h ° " I
We wish you all a very Merry Holiday G IaCier risrmas.
season full of adventure and love. Hope vou have awonderful, happy
With Respect the Kinder Skog Squad Laund ry season with all the trimmings.

WE WISH YOU

* m ERRY Thank you

CHRISTRAS  to2ll who

look local first

for unto you is born
a Savior

who is Christ the Lord.

] and support
Petersburg Bible Church the local
916 Sandy Beach Road ¢ 772-4253 businesses
You are cordially invited to join us for our n our
Morning Worship service at 10:30 am .
community.

& Christmas Eve Candlelight service at 4:00 pm

2 1 g4 = T
.t 54%&_;&.._;? AR

If you have any questions, please call the church.

ETERSBUR

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Everyone is Welcome!
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Christmas Commentary

Love to All
this Christmas

Out of great love for humanity, God
chose to enter into the chaos of our
world and the trouble of our lives to
love us. That’s all. That’s it. Just love
us. How hard can it be to accept love?
Well, apparently it is very difficult, es-
pecially given the fact that our lives
are filled with loneliness, isolation, ad-
diction, estrangement, aging, mental
illness, medical problems, and more.

But that is exactly the world our
God chose to enter into.

God did not choose to wait for
things to be perfect first. God did not
choose to be born to wealthy parents

who had married later in life so that
they had everything all figured out
about their lives before deciding to
have a baby. No, God chose to enter
into our world through a teenage girl,
who was betrothed, but not yet mar-
ried. A young girl who could have
been stoned to death for being preg-
nant out of wedlock. A couple that was
basically scraping by, going from pay-
check to paycheck. But they had three
things that made it all work: faith,
hope, and love.

They trusted that God would pro-
vide for them, so they had faith.

They trusted that through faith to-
morrow would be better than today, so
they had hope.

They trusted that God would con-

tinue to love them, no matter what
happened in their lives, and so they
grew in their adoration of this God, so
they, too, had love.

The good news is that God contin-
ues to enter-in to our world and our
lives! God want us to build communi-
ties where neighbors see others who
are hurting and then offers a helping
hand. God want us to build communi-
ties where all people are welcome - no
matter their economic or educational
level. No matter if they are retired, em-
ployed, underemployed or unem-
ployed. No matter their race, ethnic
background or gender. No matter if
they are single, partnered, married, di-
vorced, or widowed. No matter if they
teetotalers, in recovery, or are actively

dependent on drugs or alcohol. No
matter if they have a criminal record
or haven’t gotten so much as a speed-
ing ticket - God wants us to build a
community where all people are wel-
comed, respected, and loved.

If you are questioning whether or
not God loves you, give us a call. Bet-
ter yet, worship with us. You will find
community. You will find pastors who
accept you. We pray that you will find
faith, hope, and love. And of these
three, the greatest is love.

Pastor Tim Bernard and
Pastor Deborah Gelerter
Petersburg Lutheran Church

Jingle and Mingle

Tavian and Elias Braxton sit on Santa’s Lap with some help
from momma Ella Martinsen.

Wishing everyone a warm and bright
holiday season! We are thankful for our
caring community and for
all the wonderful people in it.
Here’s to a safe and prosperous 2025!

Go Vikings!

Petersburg Borough Assembly
and Employees

May the hope and beauty of
s ‘s'eifgomygwares“ |
“fillyour heart with happiness.

We’re grateful to be sharing
this Christmas season with all

of you, and we thank you for

your friendship!-

TIDES INN

(907) 772-4288 - 1-800-665-8433
tidesinn@alaskan.com - www.tidesinnalaska.net
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ANOTHER CHRISTMAS IS

The spirit is moving us to say,
“Hope you enjoy a grand holiday!”
Wherever you go, live, -
work or play,
Our best wishes are with
you all of the way.
Thank you for choosing us

Wishing you and yours bealth
and prosperity in s
the New Year. a

From your friends
& neighbors at IBEW

Christmas greetings from our crew to yours.

We’d be lost at sea without friends like you.

We appreciate your cooperation this past year!

Petersburg
Port Authority

Advisory Board & Harbor Crew

’{\‘/"\\ A
Julebukking for Pets

A dog pile of pups smile for their picture with Santa last Saturday at the Petersburg Pet Center.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Christmas Commentary

Putting Christ
back into
Christmas

“He has scattered those with
arrogant thoughts and proud
inclinations.”

“He has filled the hungry
with good things and sent the
rich away empty-handed.”

A couple forced to travel
away from their homes due to
the whims of an empire.

An unwed couple
experiencing the birth of their

child, in rough conditions and
away from familial support.

Heaven bypassing the
centers of earthly power,
authority, and wealth, but

instead honoring laborers in the
fields.

Outsiders recognizing the
long-awaited Anointed One
while insiders could not see
him.

An exile into a foreign nation
to escape the murderous rage
and scheming of a king.

The raw Nativity stories of
Christmas found in Matthew 2
and Luke 2 are stories of

Outwith the old, in with the new,

and very best wishes to each one of you!

HAPPY NEW YEAR

With our thanks for your
kind consideration and support

Clausen Museum

2nd & Fram St. * 907-772-3598

aturday 12p - 5p

rd Welcome

& Gift shop

judgment. They demand that
we ask ourselves: do we really
want the Christ Jesus who sided
with the poor, the oppressed,
the homeless, the immigrants,
the socially unrespectable, and
the outcast? Or do we prefer
and desire the sanitized version
of Christ in Christmas where
we can remain complacent and
comfortable?

Mark Kubo

w A . S v s
Whether you're traveling
by air or by sleigh,
we hope your season’s
first-class all the way!

Mer
Christrnsllas

From everyone at

VIKING
y TRAVEL,

S INCORDORATED
AlaskaFerry.com
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May you and yours enjoy smooth sailing all through the holidays.
Thanks for staying the course with us!

a TONKA™
SEAFOODS INC.

907-772-3662 * www.tonkaseafoods.com

1200 S. Nordic Dr.
Just South of the
Ferry Terminal

People Like You are the cream in our coffee.
Thawnk Yyou for visiting us this year.
we Look, forward to serving you again soow.

Join us for
Julebukking on
Tuesday, Dec. 24.,
11a-2p,
Closed at 2p

We’re All
REVVED UP...

to wish you a very

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Customers like you

are the driving force
behind our success,
and we thank you

for choosing us.

From the gang at

PETERSBURG I

MOTORS, INC.
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The Uke’a Ladies — Liz Bacom, Rozanne Plew, Christine Slaght, Sarah Hofstetter, Gia Goodridge, Danielle MacPhee, and Laura Beuhler — delivering their heartwarming tunes to the Clausen’s Holiday Open House earlier in the month.

Christmas Commentary

Celebrating winter is a full
sensory experience. The colorful
lights, smells of evergreen, and
even the feel of wrapping paper
underneath fingertips. The music
is omnipresent, following us

down aisles, piped through town
speakers, and on the airwaves.
One of the most ubiquitous is
“Carol of the Bells.” It was one of
the first songs I loved to learn
playing on the piano. I've

%hz Navidad
Merry Christmas

At this special time of year, we'd like to say thanks to all of the
valued guests who have passed through our door this year.

Open: Monday - Saturday 8a-7p (closed Thursdays),
Sunday: 8a-6p

B ZARAPE (907) 5181611

Closed Dec. 24-26 and Jan. 1 & 2

Services

A Message to
Our Valued
Customers

Thank you for your
continued business

through this year.

A
B GARMIN

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

From Our Entire Team!

Managed COmputerﬁ Homeport

sales@homeportelectronics.com ® www.homeportelectronics.com
(907) 772-3100 * 114 Harbor Way

Electronics, Inc

forgotten almost every other
song. But when those notes hit
my ears the rest of my body
remembers, and my fingers tap it
out as muscle memory. Catching
myself in the habit one day left
me curious about its history.

The song “Carol of the Bells,”
as we know it in English, was
written by Peter Silhousky, with
the lyrical copyright secured in
1936. But the iconic melody was
initially written by Ukrainian
composer Mykola Leontovych in
1914, titled “Shchedryk.” Based
on a traditional Ukrainian folk
chant, the lyrics follow a sparrow
as it flies into a household
singing of bountiful promises the
new year will have for the family.

The song made its
international debut in 1919 as the
nation of Ukraine sought
support for its independence,
which was being fought by the
Soviet government. Eventually,
in 1922, the song made its way to
the United States for a sold out
show in Carnegie Hall. The rest,
as they say, is history.

Leontovych didn’t get to see
his song make its way around
the world. He was killed by a
Soviet agent in 1919, as part of
the wave of repression against
Ukrainian political and cultural
figures. But he left us his promise
of spring, and a melody hypnotic
enough to help us find the light
on even the darkest of days. As
the light returns, so will the
feathered heralds of spring,
singing their sacred song.

Reverend
Chelsea Tremblay
Universal Life Church

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

from
Petersburg Indian
Association

If stress free insurance is
on your Christmas list,

look no further than
PW Insurance

Life | Health | Home
Auto | Boat | Business

We have you
covered!

P-W Insurance! Susan, Katie, Amy H., Hillary, Amy M. & Hallie

<. Thank you for
Ré& continued

support this
TROIR year!
Ay TR i
‘%/’3',7")}\,“.'\‘\:‘:‘% '\ Lo o kl n g
forward
to a busy

and delicious
2025!

AOT-650-7

Happy New Year and
Merry Christmas to everyone!

May your hearts be as warm as
your holiday home.

i N
KIVISTO REPAIR

TOYOSTOVE HEATING SERVICES
(907)-650-0320 ¢ P.O.Box 1781 ¢ Petersburg, AK

Wishing you and yours
all the comfort and great joy of
this holiday season.

We look forward to your
continued friendship & business

Merry Christmas & a wonderful New Year
Jfrom Sarah, Jalyn & Karna

Petersburg

AAAN Properties LLC




Page 20 Pilot December 26, 2024

Christmas Commentary

In our small island
community, the
Christmas season
often arrives
quietly

It's not heralded by the
noise of big-city crowds or
elaborate displays. Instead, it’s
found in the familiar comforts
of home: the crackling warmth
of a wood stove, the glow of
Christmas lights against the
winter dark, the laughter of
children playing in the snow.
This simplicity is a gift—a
reminder of what truly matters.

In many ways, the
simplicity of our lives here

mirrors the simplicity of the
first Christmas. Christ, the
Savior of the world, was not
born in a palace but in a stable.
His birth was announced not to
kings and dignitaries but to
shepherds on a hillside. It's a
story that teaches us that
greatness is not found in
extravagance but in humble
moments. The simple gifts of
kindness, love, and community
often hold the deepest
meaning.

Yet, for some, this season
may feel far from joyful. The
long winter nights can seem
darker when you're carrying
burdens of grief, loneliness, or
uncertainty.

In a small community, we

share in one another’s
struggles. We know the faces
behind the stories - the family
missing a loved one, the friend
facing hardship, the neighbor
who feels isolated.

In these moments of
weariness, the heart of
Christmas shines brightest. The
birth of Christ is more than a
story; it is a promise that we
are not alone. God entered our
world, not as a distant figure,
but as a child born into humble
surroundings. He came to walk
with us through life’s joys and
sorrows, offering His presence
and His peace.

The simplicity of Christmas
invites us to slow down and
recognize the hope that still
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Annual Rotary Club Boat Parade

A small but mighty procession lit up the night from Scow Bay out to Sandy Beach during Rotary Club’s
Christmas Lights Boat Parade. The tugboat Western Mariner, covered in lights and sporting a giant
inflatable Santa, launched fireworks along the route and garnered the most votes for best in show.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

flickers even in dark times. It's
there in the quiet of a candlelit
service, in a heartfelt “Merry
Christmas,” or in the warmth
of a shared meal. These simple
acts remind us that God’s love
is near, even when life feels
heavy.

If you are weary this season,
please remember that Christ’s
coming is a message for you.
His light reaches into the
deepest darkness, and His
hope is for all who struggle. In
simplicity, we find joy. In
weariness, we find a Savior
who understands and walks
beside us.

As a community, let’s reflect

this hope. Let’s offer a kind
word, a helping hand, or a
listening ear. In doing so, we
become part of the simple yet
profound miracle of Christmas
- the miracle that God’s love is
with us, sustaining us, even in
the quiet and difficult
moments.

May this Christmas be a
time when we embrace the gift
of simplicity and extend the
hope that comforts the weary.
Together, let us celebrate a
season that reminds us that we
are loved and we are not alone.

Dwight Jenkins
Petersburg Bible
Church

Peace &

A great
combination.
Thanks,
Jriends!

Nordic Air, LLC

Doug, Kathi & Family

Happy Holidays from
Breakaway Ferry & Freight LLC

We wish you
and your family
a joyous holiday

season.

Eric Yancey
907-470-3366

ot

A big Thank You to all who rﬁake
this community so wonderful.
We appreciate each and every one of youl!

Thank you for your local support for 55 years!

Happy Holidays from the Lee Family
and the Girls at Lee’s!!!

<—2=-Lee’s Clothing
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FILLED
WITH OUR
GRATITUDE

IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SEASON, WE BID
YOU ALL THE BEST AND LOOK FORWARD
TO SEEING YOU AGAIN, SOON.

THANKS, FRIENDS!

HARBOR BAR WILL BE CLOSED

ON CHRISTMAS DAY

LIQUOR STORE WiILL CLOSE AT 6PM
BUT

KITO'S anD LIQUOR STORE
WILL BE OPEN ON CHRISTMAS DAY
10AM-2AM

AND
LIQUOR STORE

ChrIStmas

Petersburg Pet Center

Mon. - Fri. 10a-5:30p, Sat. 10a-2p
Email clinic@waterwaysvet.com
Call 772-3191 ¢ 1216 S. Nordic Drive

......

TO ALL THE WORLDZ = @

-7
Merry Christmas
and

0';
' Best Wishes

a

for the New Year.

From the residents
& staff at
Mountain

View Manor

>

B
( ~«\."' ;

Tasty traditions

Ellen Scully and Allen Mathisen welcome friends from the community to Lee’s Clothing for a taste
of Sig Mathisen’s legendary pickled herring during Friday night’s Men’s Night Out retail sales event.

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Christmas
Commentary

Because of
Christmas

“And she will bring forth a
son, and you shall call His name
Jesus, for He will save his people
from their sins. So all of this was
done that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying:
‘Behold, the virgin shall be with
child, and bear a son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel
which is translated, God with
us.” Matthew 1:21-23

At Christmas we celebrate
“God with us” who is His Son
Jesus. What does the coming of
Jesus mean for us? Take time to
meditate on these three truths.

Because of Jesus, we have
forgiveness. “You shall call his
name Jesus, for He will save His
people from their sins.” Matthew
1:21b

Because of Jesus, we can have
the peace of God. “Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth

In Appreciation

of your loyalty and support,

peace, goodwill toward men.”
Luke 2:14
“And the peace of God,
which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” Philippians 4:7
Because of Jesus, we have
salvation. “For God so loved the
world that He gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever
believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.”
John 3:16
“Then the angel said to them,
‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I
bring you good tidings of great

best wishes for a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Diamanté

Gift Shoppe, Inc.

SO
o T

joy which will be to all people.
For there is born to you this day
in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11
Earl Midkiff

Pastor Emeritus, First
Baptist Church

We wishyou all the beston

this happy occasion

and always.

We will be closed during January.
For any shopping needs,
or for framing, printing, and
scanning services, please send
or leave a message.

Phone: (907)772-2161
Email: service@firelightgallery.com
Facebook: @FireLightGallery
Instagram: @firelightgallery
Website: firelightgallery.com
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Local artist’s first solo show

Petersburg artist Kaia Dahl, known for her illustrations of florals and fish, was featured in her first
ever solo artist exhibition at Firelight Gallery and Framing last Friday.

ORIN PIERSON /Petrsburg Pilot

Christmas Commentary

Twas a dark night in Peters-
burg, cold, wet, and gray,

The eve of the morning that
would bring Christmas Day.

The clouds and the rain
wrapped the mountains with
care,

While muskeg and waters
lay silent out there.

The snowflakes weren't
falling, no frost in the air,

But a quiet had settled, al-
most a pause everywhere.

The Julebukking rush and
shopping had faded away,

The Lights were now glow-
ing at the close of the day.

Some gathered ‘round trees,
their faces all bright,

Opening presents by the soft
night’s light.

Others would wait for the
morning to appear,

When the dawn would break
with its joy and good cheer.

Yet tomorrow morning
brings more than the start of a
day,

It carries a Light that will not
fade away.

A reminder of love from a
prophecy old,

Of a child in a stable, more
precious than gold.

For over two Thousand
Years, His story is told,

The Savior of Peace, in swad-
dling clothes.

Born humbly to Earth, His
journey began,

To bring hope and salvation
to all Women and Man.

So as darkness gives way to
the light’s bright way,

May peace fill your heart this

)
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wonderful Christmas Day.

And as sunrises come, and as

sunsets depart,

May the love of the Lord live

deep in your heart.

God bless us, everyone, with

His presence so near,
Merry Christmas to all, and a
joyous New Year!
By Nathan Lopez
Pastor At Lighthouse
Assembly Of God

Joy
love
Ppeace
barmony
bealth

bappiness
& Good
Jortune

To our customers, associates and friends,
we wish you a season of peace & joy.
We appreciate your continued patronage and hope you
have a very Merry Christmas.
May 2025 be filled with good fishing, good health &
lots of adventures.

I. IU).J.§.,.

Al..

A Communlty Owned Company

and

Triumphant

At the birth of our holy
Savior, we want to wish you
z ! much peace, joy and

enlightenment.

Blessings To Youl!

For your friendship,
we feel truly blessed.

Thanks for your support in making 2022 a great year for us.
ALASKAFErE i

2.74 Mile Mitkof Hwy. ¢ AkFibre.com * 772-2173
Mon - Fri 8am — 5pm Sat - Sun 10am — 4pm

First Presbyterian
Church

welcomes you to join us
in song and scripture

Christmas Eve
at 7:00pm

Together we will sing favorite
Christmas hymns and hear familiar
scripture of the birth of
the Wonderful Counselor,
Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!

First Preshyterian Church, a church for all. 206 Haugen Drive

Greetings

JoHN DEMuTH, SEAN SJOSTEDT & THE PND STAFF

to All

Warmest Yuletide wishes to
you and yours.
Many thanks for your support.
Dick SOMERVILLE, TYLER BRADSHAW,

9360 Glacier Hwy., Suite 100  Juneau, Alaska 99801
phone: 907.586.2093  fax: 907.586.2099 « cell: 907.321.1660 « dsomerville@pndengineers.com
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Bud Bergen, currently residing in Texas and visiting hometown Peters-

burg for the holidays, teams up Robyn Cardenas for a spirited rendition
of Baby It’s Cold Outside.

— G | ." '

Chris Weiss (left) and Nicole McMurren (right) join Sue Paulsen for their annual performance of
the Petersburg Year in Review.

A Blessed Time

For to us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
and the government shall be upon his shoulders:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor,
The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince
of Peace.

Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end.
Isaiah 9: 6-7:

May yvou and yours be
blessed with peace and joy
all through Christmas and
beyond.

Thank you for visiting us.

First Baptist
Church

oth & Gjoa

Christmas Eve
Family Candlelight
Service 4pm - 5pm

ORIN PIERSON / Petersburg Pilot

Bright M’ti
Just Right _ ~ L -EL»
ey

1s simply perfect. -~
Al's Backhoe Service
P: (907) 772-3415

Hope your Christmas

Thanks for being
perfectly wonderful

customers and friends.

Please join us

for a time of Music, The Christmas Story, a special blessing

of the children, and a candlelight ceremony

..km

NMa Y TFailh a.;_u{ Jove
Light Clow),“ Velh
This Christmas ../ Always

Wherever you may travel,
we wish you good health, great joy and many blessings.
Your support means a lot to us, and we feel fortunate to
be a part of this caring community.

With gratitude in our hearts, we wish you
and your loved ones a blessed and
beautiful Christmas.

SELEX ALASKA

D R 4
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B A Christmas
"4 Bfessing

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior this Christmas season,
we want to express our deepest gratitude to you, our valued customers.
Your support throughout the year has been a true blessing,
and we are so thankful for the trust you've placed in us.

This Christmas, we reflect on the many gifts we’ve received,
and we are grateful to be able to serve you. It is because of your loyalty
and encouragement that we continue to grow, and we look forward
to the opportunities the New Year will bring.
The Hammer & Wikan Team

From the Board of Directors and Employees of Hammer & Wikan
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May you and yours enjoy smooth sailing all through the holidays.
Thanks for staying the course with us!

a TONKA™
SEAFOODS INC.

907-772-3662 * www.tonkaseafoods.com

1200 S. Nordic Dr.
Just South of the
Ferry Terminal

People Like You are the cream in our coffee.
Thawnk Yyou for visiting us this year.
we Look, forward to serving you again soow.

Join us for
Julebukking on
Tuesday, Dec. 24.,
11a-2p,
Closed at 2p

We’re All
REVVED UP...

to wish you a very

Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year!

Customers like you

are the driving force
behind our success,
and we thank you

for choosing us.

From the gang at

PETERSBURG I

MOTORS, INC.
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The Uke’a Ladies — Liz Bacom, Rozanne Plew, Christine Slaght, Sarah Hofstetter, Gia Goodridge, Danielle MacPhee, and Laura Beuhler — delivering their heartwarming tunes to the Clausen’s Holiday Open House earlier in the month.

Christmas Commentary

Celebrating winter is a full
sensory experience. The colorful
lights, smells of evergreen, and
even the feel of wrapping paper
underneath fingertips. The music
is omnipresent, following us

down aisles, piped through town
speakers, and on the airwaves.
One of the most ubiquitous is
“Carol of the Bells.” It was one of
the first songs I loved to learn
playing on the piano. I've

%hz Navidad
Merry Christmas

At this special time of year, we'd like to say thanks to all of the
valued guests who have passed through our door this year.

Open: Monday - Saturday 8a-7p (closed Thursdays),
Sunday: 8a-6p

B ZARAPE (907) 5181611

Closed Dec. 24-26 and Jan. 1 & 2

Services

A Message to
Our Valued
Customers

Thank you for your
continued business

through this year.

A
B GARMIN

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year

From Our Entire Team!

Managed COmputerﬁ Homeport

sales@homeportelectronics.com ® www.homeportelectronics.com
(907) 772-3100 * 114 Harbor Way

Electronics, Inc

forgotten almost every other
song. But when those notes hit
my ears the rest of my body
remembers, and my fingers tap it
out as muscle memory. Catching
myself in the habit one day left
me curious about its history.

The song “Carol of the Bells,”
as we know it in English, was
written by Peter Silhousky, with
the lyrical copyright secured in
1936. But the iconic melody was
initially written by Ukrainian
composer Mykola Leontovych in
1914, titled “Shchedryk.” Based
on a traditional Ukrainian folk
chant, the lyrics follow a sparrow
as it flies into a household
singing of bountiful promises the
new year will have for the family.

The song made its
international debut in 1919 as the
nation of Ukraine sought
support for its independence,
which was being fought by the
Soviet government. Eventually,
in 1922, the song made its way to
the United States for a sold out
show in Carnegie Hall. The rest,
as they say, is history.

Leontovych didn’t get to see
his song make its way around
the world. He was killed by a
Soviet agent in 1919, as part of
the wave of repression against
Ukrainian political and cultural
figures. But he left us his promise
of spring, and a melody hypnotic
enough to help us find the light
on even the darkest of days. As
the light returns, so will the
feathered heralds of spring,
singing their sacred song.

Reverend
Chelsea Tremblay
Universal Life Church

Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!

from
Petersburg Indian
Association

If stress free insurance is
on your Christmas list,

look no further than
PW Insurance

Life | Health | Home
Auto | Boat | Business

We have you
covered!

P-W Insurance! Susan, Katie, Amy H., Hillary, Amy M. & Hallie

<. Thank you for
Ré& continued

support this
TROIR year!
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forward
to a busy

and delicious
2025!

AOT-650-7

Happy New Year and
Merry Christmas to everyone!

May your hearts be as warm as
your holiday home.

i N
KIVISTO REPAIR

TOYOSTOVE HEATING SERVICES
(907)-650-0320 ¢ P.O.Box 1781 ¢ Petersburg, AK

Wishing you and yours
all the comfort and great joy of
this holiday season.

We look forward to your
continued friendship & business

Merry Christmas & a wonderful New Year
Jfrom Sarah, Jalyn & Karna

Petersburg

AAAN Properties LLC




